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HISTORY OF ROME 



FOURTEENTH PERIOD. 

THE CHRISTIAN EMPIRE : CONSTANTINE TO THEODOSIUS 

(306-395 A. D.), CONTINUED, 



CHAPTER CIV. 

ADKIHISTRATION, OBGAinZATION, AKD SOOIAL OOHDITIONS TS THE 

HEW EMPIRR 

I. — The Hierarchy. 

UNDER Diocletian and Constantino, and especially under the 
latter, the Roman state passes into its last phase: the Latin 
spirit dies, and the Later Empire begins. In commenting upon the 
institutions of Augustus, we showed that an Oriental monarchy 
in the germ already existed in that republican royalty; what is 
usually called the Constantinian transformation is therefore the 
i-esult of historic causes. Notwithstanding the vast diflference exist- 
ing between the two periods, the fourth century of the Empire is 
connected with the first by those mysterious ties which imite the 
present with the past, and sometimes with an extremely remote 
past. It is the forms which differ ; the spirit remains the same : it 
is that of the lex regia. 

We have delineated the principal change, — that, namely, in 
religious beliefs ; we will now observe the new order establislied 
in the state, and the results that followed from it. 

In all that concerned the court and the government, Constan- 
tine developed the administrative work of Diocletian ; he by r\o 

VOL. VIII. 1 



2 THE CHRISTIAN EMPIRE, 306 TO 395 A. d. 

means completed it: nor is it possible to determine in the No- 
titia digjiitatum, — a sort of imperial directory prepared about 
400 A. D., — what part is due to each of these Emperors, and what 
to their successors.^ However, the laws of Constantine show that 
in this Emperor's reign the separation between civil and military 
duties becomes definitive ; ^ that titles and privileges secured to 
functionaries, their wives, children, and grandchildren, are con- 
firmed and extended;^ that, finally, the hierarchy of court offices 
and administrative functions is definitely established, each having 
its special authority and its clearly marked position in the series 
of magistracies which rose one above another all the way up to 
the central functionary, the head of the department. "Constan- 
tine," says Eusebius, ''devised a large number of titles, in order 
to be able to honor a larger number of citizens."* A similar 
expression is used by Suetonius when he represents Augustus as 
seeking to distribute all the citizens into well-marked classes.^ 
Here, again, Constantine was faithful to the imperial tradition, 
which had developed rather than opposed the radically aristocratic 
character of Roman society. Let us briefly examine " the divine 
hierarchy." 

At its head was the Emperor, midway between earth and 
heaven, addressed as Your Eternity, Your Divinity. He was the 
law embodied, and hence could do anything, and do it with impu- 
nity, since there was absolutely no public opinion, nor institution 
capable of speaking for it had it existed. All that belonged to 
the Emperor and all that he did was sacred, — his palace, his occu- 
pations, his edicts, — and these decrees were called " the celestial 
oracles of the divine will." He was never approached but with 

' This Notiiia is a description of Uic imperial administration at the time when it was 
prepared. In his Dreviarium^ Augustus gives tlio model of these useful tables of statistics, 
the last of which is the one now under consideration. - lacking, however, in its present condi- 
tion, the schedule of the revenues of the Empire. In respect to the lircviarium of Augustus 
see C. JuUian, in the Melatiffes de I* Ecolf frau^aise fie ItomCt 1883. 

• Contemporary with the Notitia dignitatum {Or. 26, sect. 2: Ocr. .59), and doubtless in 
the time of Constantine, in some remote and disorderly provinces, such as Isauria, Arabia, 
and Maurctania, there was a union of the civil and military administrations. 

• It has already lK!cn n'marked (Vol. VI 1. p. 383) that a kind of restricted hereditary 
succession was observed as early as the time of .Marcus Aurelius among the great persoo- 
ages of the Empire. 

• f^i/e of Const, iv. 1. 

' See Vol IV. pp. 105 et »eq. 
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ADMLNISTKATION, SOCIAL CONDITIONS, ETC. 3 

the attitude of worship ; on his head was a diadem set with gems, 
and on his coins the nimbus which the Church later gave to the 
saints.^ The members of his family had the title nobilissimij with 
the purple robe embroidered with gold ; and every one recognized 
his sons .as the legitimate heirs of his power. The old and idle 
formality of an election by the Senate still remained ; Majorian, in 
458, speaks of it;^ but facts show clearly what it was worth. 

The Emperor was surrounded by the consistorium pnncipiSj which 
assisted him in the exercise of his legislative and judicial power. 
This high council was composed of those whom we should call 
the ministers, the great officers of the crown, and the heads of 
the principal departments of the Empire. 

The ministers were as follows : — 

The quaestor of the sacred palace, who may be called the 
secretiiry of state, since he receives petitions, prepares the laws 
which the council discuss, and countersigns them, after the 
Emperor *• with his divine hand " has written his name in 
crimson ink.* 

The master of the offices (magister officiamm), a sort of min- 
ister of the imperial household, who has under his superintendence 
and jurisdiction the innumerable officers of the palace, the militia 
j)alatina,* the scolares or guards, the ciiriosi or agents of police, 
whose duty it is to take note of current rumors and to arrest 
criminals or persons suspected of crime, the under-secretaries in 
administrative or judicial affairs, the workmen in arsenals, the 
corps of interpreters {interpretes omnium gentium)^ etc. 

The grand chamberlain {praepositus)^ at the head of the impe- 
rial domestics, having under his orders the chief of the cuhiciilarii, 
the count of the palace, the architects, the count of the wardrobe, 
the steward of the imperial residences, the silentiarii, the imperial 

1 Eckhe^ viii. 84. Ilo directed his mint-masters to give him on his coins the aspect of 
Alexander, with head thrown back and eyes raised. Eufebius considers this a si^ of piety, 
Kckhcl a mark of pride. I have little belief in Constantine's piety, and much in his pride ; 
but is it not probable that he souj;ht by this attitude to confirm the le(i:end of the vision? 
Since the time of >Carcus Aurelius the im|)erial family had been called domus divina (BulL 
dot Ant. a/ricahies, fasc. i. inter. No. S, p. 25). 

■ JVor. Major, i. 1. 

* The forms of appointment to the great offices fill vols. vi. and tIL of the Letten id 
Casstodonis. 

^ Tho word militia la applied to the entire nnrice of the state, whether civil or 
militant. 



4 THE CHRISTIAN EMPIRE, 306 TO 395 ▲. d. 

physicians having the title of count, and lastly the horse and 
foot-guards, the protectores and domestici. 

The four praetorian prefects, who are now concerned only with 
the civil and judicial affairs of the four prefectures. However, 
in memory of their former power, they take rank above all the 
other functionaries, and no appeal from their decisions is allowed. 
They have charge of the cursus publicus ^ and of the commissariat, 
they provide for the publication of the imperial decrees' through- 
out the Empire, and they apportion the taxes annually among 
the cities and provinces. The entire civil administration is carried 
on in the praetorium ; " thus," says an old writer, ** from the 
ocean come all the rivers, and thither they all return."* 

Attached to each praetorium were one or two advocates of the 
treasury ; and except in their presence no case concerning the 
treasury could be decided.* Constantine even assigned to them the 
duty of prosecuting offenders, " to bring to an end the execrable 
race of delators.'' ^ 

The two ministers of finance : namely, the count of the sacred 
largesses {comes sacramm largitionum) — or, as this population of 
mendicants called him, ''the minister of public enjoyment" — and 
the treasurer of the private estate [comes rerum privatarum\ the 
former the public treasurer, the latter the private treasurer. 

Lastly, the two ministers of war, or rather, the two generals- 
in-chief, — the master of the infantry and the master of the cav- 
alry, who divide between them the military forces of the Empire.* 
They have under their orders the counts and dukes commanding 

^ This is the modem post-office department. (Cf. Marquardt, Hantlbuch, i. 417.) It 
must be remembered that the persons who were authorized to employ the cursus in travelling 
were lodged and fed at the mansiones. See Vol. VII. p. 530, note 1. 

* The rescripts, which must not be confused with the laws or decrees, were answers 
made to inquiries from officials or private individuals. 

' Lydus, De Magistr, iL 172 (ed. of Bonn). The cases which came before the prefect 
were so numerous that a hundred and fifty advocates were attached to the praetorium of 
Illyria {Codez, iL 7, 17). 

^ Rescript of Blarcus Aurelius {Dig' xlix. 14, 7). 

» Codex Theod. x. 10, Uws 1, 2, and 8, annis 813, 819, 885. This, however, did not 
prevent him from encouraging, in 319 and 825, the practice of giving informatioa. (See 
Cofiex Theod. xv. 16, 1, and cf. our Vol. VII. p. 558.) Each president had in his court an 
advocate of the treasury. (Cf. Godefroy, Paratitlon to the Theoflosian Code, x . 15.) 

• Codex Theod, i. 7, and viii 7. for the years 359 and 872. However, \\ tiwtj •«.- 
pedition the two arms were united under one or other of the two chiefs. Iii this way, 
later, were created mafjistri utriusque militiae, or simply magistri mUUum^ to fCk^ n««mber 
of four, as there were four praetorian prefects. r 
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the troops of a province and the frontier garrisons. The Romans 
not being accustomed to separate jurisdiction from command, these 
two principal officers decided in all military trials, and even in 
those where a civilian brought auit against a soldier; while the 
praetorian prefect took cognizance of cases where a soldier was 
the plaintiff against a civilian. This was the application of the 
principle, forum accusator sequatur. 

Rome has not even that which the smallest cities possess, — 
a curia and duumvirs;' she is governed by a prefect whom the 




THK PBEFECT or ROUE.* 



Emperor selects from among persons of consular rank. This pre- 
fect, supreme head of justice and administration in the city and 
fluburban region to the distance of a hundred miles, decides in the 
first instance or upon appeal all cases, civil or criminal, even 
those where senators are concerned, as the presidents in their 
provinces have the supreme jurisdiction. The prefects of the 
annona and the vifjUes are under his orders. 

The old capital retains its Senate, over which the consuls 
preside ; that of Constantinople has a pro-consul for its presiding 

' CoDstanlioople rcuined iu diiumTin and its curia up to 3.19, iit whiih tima Con- 
■Untiui B«Te tlio city a prefect (Godefroy in the Codex Tkeo'l. vol i. p. Ix). It htu 
been aeen (Vol. VII. p. 444, oole 3) that the munici|ial curia registered legaciei and 
douaticKii. Rome aod Conitantfnople haTlng no curia, this dutj of regiatntioa wu pep- 
formed by centualn, or cmiiloyees of the mmjinler Miutu. 

■ Praoi the NelUia digHtUUum (Booking, i. tft). 



THE CHRISTIAN EMPIEE, 306 TO 395 a-d. 



oflScer. The Emperor selects these functionaries, and makes known 
his choice to the magistrates and the cities by sending out ivory 
tablets which bear the likeness of the consuls and their names ; this 
it is necessary to do, since these names serve to date all legal 
acts, whether public or private.' These humble successors of the 
great consuls of the Republic still had their curule chairs, their 




CURULK CHAIR, CALLED BAINT PETER's CHAIR (CATHOLICA), 
UBRABT OF THB VATICAN. 

purple robes embroidered with silk and gold, their gilded slippers, 
their lictors and rods surmounted by axes which were no longer 
used ; and on the 1st of January they solemnly entered upon their 
harmless office by going to the Forum, where they enfranchised 
a slave, and then to the circus, where they gave the signal for 
the games to begin. This duty fulfilled, their political rSle was 
ended: in consulatu honos sine labore suscipitur.' 

* St qua tdiela r«l cotatitutioiut, line dU tt eontitU fiifrwtt dtprtlutua, tnictentaf* ear«Ml 
iCodex Tkeod. L 1, anno 822). 
■ Pan. vel. xl 2. 
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The other great Repuhlican magiatracy, that which had began 
the vast work of the Romaa law, the praetorship, was also only 
a gilded idol. With the exception of a little unimportant civil 
jurisdiction, the praetors of Rome and of Constantinople bad 




THK CIRCCS.i 



nothing wiierewith to feed their pride but the memory of a lost 
authority. Their duties consisted in giving public games at their 
own expense. Symmachus later expended in this way two thou- 
sand pounds' weight of gold.* Many persons endeavored by con- 

1 BM-r«lief found at CoDsUntinopl«. The fint lectioD reprcMiits acton ; the wcond, « 
machine by which teats are drairn by lol ; the thin), tbe starting of the competitor* ; the fourth, 
k icenic interlude; the fifth, the arrival at the goal (Rerue archial.iiL 147-14B, and pL utIiL 
ud uix.)'. 

* Letter*, It. 8. At Conttantlnoph, Tbeodoaiui initituted in SM eight praetor*. The 
6nt two were ohllgerl to spend, jointly, a thooutod poundi" weight of ulrer; the o(1m» naoh 
kM iCodtx Tkeod. *L 4, 99). 
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cealment to escape this costly honor; in such cases the treasury 
furnished in their stead the necessary funds. The religion of the 
State had changed, it is true ; but manners remained the same, 

the people must be 
amused, and a cla- 
rissimus had the duty 
of taking charge of 
the public entertain- 
ments. As for the 
treasury, it was sure 
to recover the money 
advanced ; in case 
of need, the heirs of 
the praetor designate 
paid back the sum.* 
Since the time of 
Alexander Severus 
there had been nei- 
ther aediles nor tri- 
bunes, the officials 
hearing the latter 
name at Rome and 
at Constantinople 
having no connection whatever with the Senate.^ In memory of 
the former patriciate, Constantine created patricians, who kept this 
title during their lives, and took precedence of all persons except 
the consuls in office,* — a last homage to that old Republican in- 
stitution. Patricians and senators had no official duties, except 
when specially assigned them. 

The senates of Rome and of Constantinople were no longer 




INSIOMIA OF THE COUNT OF THE LAROESHES.' 



1 Codex Theod. vi. 4, 5; Zosirous, ii. 3S. 

* Nirlitia iligtiilalum, Suck, p. 35, and Bocking, p. 41. 

* Mommscn, Slatuir,, p. 4.'i9, The last tribunus and aedilet mentioned in inscriptiona an 
Ulterior lo Alexander Severus. 

* ZosimuR. ii. 40. Two decreet of Valcnlinian I. {Codex Thro.!, vi. T, I, and 9. 1, 
anno 372) tbua regulate iirei-cdcncc : the praetorian prefect, the iiiasters of the cavalry and 
the infantry, are ci|ual!t, and wilt follow the order of their promotion ; the quaestor, the master 
of Lhe ofGces, and tlie two treasurers, have the precedence over proconiali ; the latter, in their 
turn, over count* of t]ie first rank and honorary masters of the cavalry ; the masten a£ r«gi*' 
try OTer the vicam; bul m\f Gwicfroy (ii. :«). X"n unu» iJemque temper orda/uU. 
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anything more than mimicipal councils of the two capitals of the 
Empire, although from time to time they appear to be allowed 
to express their opinion upon ordinances prepared in '' the sacred 
council." ^ 

Eiich of the ministers, prefects, vicars, and presidents had his 
offices crowded with employees (officialcs). The chief of these were 
appointed, according to tlie old custom, for one year;^ but their 
lives were passed in the public service, and frequently in the 
same office. They received a salary in money, certain supplies, 
and when the public service required it, a permit to employ 
the horses of the curstis ptthlicuSy with the right of lodging and 
food in the mansioncs established along the military road, a day's 
journey apart from each other.* These officiates formed a numer- 
ous militia; those of the palace were thus designated, qui in 
sacro palatio militant. Like the soldier under the standards, 
when these persons had completed their time of service they re- 
ceived honorable discharge, accompanied by various immunities, — 
exemption from municipal burdens and extraordinary contributions 
of all kinds. The officiales cokortalinij or inferior employees, were 
kept by hereditary title in this sacred militia; the coloni decu- 
riones and corporati were excluded from it. We have seen that 
in the Early Empire the officials of the governors remained the 
same, being slaves and freedmen bound to their duties.* 

Constantine maintained the twelve dioceses and the ninety-six 

* S^machos, Epist. x. 28, and CodeXy i. 14, 8. 

■ Cassiodorus, Var. vi. 4-8, 18, 20, 21 ; vii. 4. In the time of Arcadius, the employees 
in the ten offices of the count of the largesses were two hundred and twenty-four in actual 
service, and six hundred and ten supernumeraries {Codex Theoil. vi. 30, 15, anno SOU). An 
agtns in rebtis asks, as a rewanl for a successful accusation, to he retained two years in his 
place. Tliis was contrary to rule (iWiVa), says Amm. Marcellinus (xv. 3). 

• Codex Theod. viii. 6, 1 ; Codex Just, xii. 52. These mansiones^ administered by the 
eurialeSf were at once taverns for travellers, stables for the post-horses of the im[>erial service, 
and storehouses where the food and provender of the annonn were gathered. There must 
have been at least forty horses in each (Coffrjr Theod. viii. 5, Parat., and Law III.). The 
annonn consisted of barley, corn, lard, salt, meat, wine, oil, and provender, and each man 
employed by the state had a right to one or more rations. The domestiri had each six 
rations. On roads where there was no cursus puhlicujt^ the praetorian prefect on his rounds 
could make requisition on private individuals for horses and beasts of burden, and was lodged 
and fed by the inhabitants. The governor had a right to provisions for three days in each 
city where he stopped. Lodging must be furnished to officials in the mansionest or if there 
were none, in the houses of the inhabitants {Cotiex Theoil. i. 7, 4). Contributions of 
provisions, very burdensome to the people, were replaced, in 489, by a fixed sum in money 
(Cocfex/Mi/. i. 52). 

« See Chap. LXXXY. sect. It. 
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provinces of Diocletian ; but he divided the former among four 
prefectures, — those of the East, of lUyria, of Italy, and of Gaul; 
this was a new grade in the hierarchy. 

Whatever name they bore,^ the governors of provinces had 
the same duties with their predecessors: they were at once ad- 
ministrative oflBcers, judges, and receivers of the tax, which they 
were obliged to make good out of their own property when the 
amount fell short.^ A division of functions was a thing unknown 
to the Romans, except towards the close of the Empire, when the 
military order was strictly separated from the civil ; and this igno- 
rance they bequeathed to the Middle Ages. But that which had 
been an advantage in a small city where, the struggle for existr 
ence being the matter of prime importance, it had been needful 
to concentrate all powers in the hands of the magistrate, be- 
came an evil when, in a vast empire, the executive oflBcer had 
the right as judge to dispose of the fortune and even the life of 
citizens, — a right all the more formidable since the change from 
the old methods had greatly increased the judicial authority of 
the presidents.^ The Emperors themselves were conscious of the 
danger arising from this confusion of powers; one of them says: 
"It may be terrible."* 

The provinces, meanwhile, still had their assemblies, for a decree 
confirms to the subjects of the Empire their ancient and valuable 
privilege of sending to the Emperor the expression of their wishes * 

» See Vol. VIT. p. 386. 

* Codex Theod. xi. 7, 16. All the employees shared with their chief in this responsibility : 
judices et offida . . , de proprio cogentur exsolvere . . . qitod dehetur, (Cf. ibid, 29, Law 6.) 
When the praeses was punished by a fine for the infraction of a law, his officium suffered 
a like penalty. In SG5 Valcntinian I. decided that for a tax unduly established, the rector 
of a province should pay double, by way of fine, and his employees quadruple (Codex Theod. 
riii. 11, 2). This tended to obviate the disadvantages of a frequent change of heads of 
departments. Tlio employees, who were rarely changed, were in this way interested to keep 
their chief well informed as to law and precedent. This solidarity between the officium and 
the praeses (which later we shall see established among all the workmen in an imperial 
manufactory, and, later still, between a general and his soldiers) is one of the curious methods 
employed by this government. 

* Sec, later, sect, ii of this chapter. 

* . . . l*oic.^i fsse terribilis (Codex Theod. iii. 6, 1, anno ,380). 

* See Vol. VI. p. 31. ... Liberarn tribuo poleslatem ut condant cuncta decreta^ €nU com* 
modum quod credent consulant sibi^ quod sentiunt eloquantur dfcretis conditui missisqtie legatiM 
(Codex Theod. xii. 12, 1, anno S55). These requests were to be first submitted to the 
praetorian prefect, who then laid them before the Emperor, accompanied by his own riewf 
(ibid. 3). Constantine had thus decreed (ibid. 4) : . . . juxta lefjem Coustnnflvi. 
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This ordinance of Constantine*8 son proves that the institution of 
Augustus still existed in the fourth century. Another, of the 
year 382, speaks, as of an ancient custom, of assemblies which 
at the will of the provincials could be freely made up of deputies 
from two or three provinces, even of those from a whole diocese; 
and this ordinance prohibits the governors, and even the praeto- 
rian prefect, from opposing this procedure.^ Lastly, we know 
that Constantine, after the example of the Antonine emperors, 
sent eminent persons from his court into various provinces to 
exercise control over their administration. But when Trajan in- 
trusted to Pliny an extraordinary mission to Bithynia, it was that 
he might reform abuses then existing; while Constantine only 
ordered his envoys to note the diligence or negligence of the gover- 
nors in the public works which he had ordered.* We shall see 
that more thorough investigations were needful. 

The tax was neither voted, nor was its expenditure directed ; 
the Emperor alone determined the amount of money to be raised, 
and the use that should be made of it. The distinction between 
the aerarium sacrum and the aerarium privatum arose only from 
the difference of the sources whence these two treasuries were 
replenished ; for expenditures the Emperor drew from either at 
will. 

Throughout the Empire everything was a source of revenue : 
persons and property, agricultural and manufacturing labor, com- 
merce, and even poverty were taxable. 

Into the public treasury came, first, the product of the direct 
contributions, — the capitatio terrenay levied on all land-owners ; the 
capitatio humanay levied on the rural population ; ' the lustralis col- 
latioy a sort of license, for which all were required to pay who lived 
by traffic or handicraft, even the pettiest or the most disgraceful, — 
a burden which became intolerable ; * the follisy or gleha sanatoria ; 

* Sive interpra dioecesin in commune consuluerity $\re xitiffuhf inter fe voluerint pmrinrlne cfm^ 
venire {Coflcz Theod. xii. 12, 9). The whole of this section xii., T)e Leffatis et decreii.< leqatinnum^ 
should be read ; it justifies what we have so often said on the subject of these assemblies. The 
meetin}; of the deputies of the teven Gallic provinces in the citj of Aries in the rei<;n of 
i.Onoriua is famous in history. 

* , , , Ad diversoM provincioi diversos misimtuf (Codex Tkeod. x?. 1, 2, under the caption 
Di Operibus ptiblicis. Cf. Chap. LXXIX. sect. iii.). 

* See Vol. VII. pp. 899, 400. 

^ Zonmuu, iL SS. It was paid by beggars and by courteiana. 
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and the obligatory offerings made in certain cases by the decurions 
and the clarissimiy — the auntm coronariuniy which was, says Liba- 
nius, from one to two thousand pieces of gold from each city, and 
the aurum oblaticium, which, for the decennaUa of Theodosius, cost 
sixteen hundred pounds' weight of gold to the Roman senators : * and 
second, the product of the indirect taxes, or the revenue from tolls 
(portorium)j mines, quarries, and salt-works, carried on by com- 
panies under the surveillance of a procurator of the government ; 
the tax upon sales ; and the product of the imperial manufactories, 
where the workmen labored as a matter of hereditary succession.^ 

The private treasury received the revenues from the domains 
of the state and the Crown, the ancestral estates of the Emperor, 
property falling to the Crown or without owner, and that of crim- 
inals ; also fines, which later multiplied to an enormous extent.* 

The annona and the cellaria — that is to say, the corn and sup- 
plies necessary for the government and the army — made part of 
the land-lax ; as did also the supplying of horses and military 
clothing. The praetorian prefects had the superintendence of this. 
They were also the army paymasters, for which expense their 
treasury {area praefecti practorio) was supplied from "the sacred 
treasury." Besides this they had no other share in the financial 
service of the Empire, except that of transmitting to the vicars 
of the dioceses the edicts fixing the amount to be raised by 
taxes. 

We may remark that the tax was payable in gold : * whence 
it resulted that the burden of the tax-payers was increased by 
the expense necessary to obtain the required metal ; that in order 
to prevent the fraud of tax-gatherers* paying into the treasury 
solidi which they had clipped {solidi adtdterini), they were com- 
pelled to convert the coin into ingots ; ^ that this obligation was a 



^ Syniniachns, Kpist. x. 26. 
^^^ Monrtnrios in sun fnmper durnre conditionc oportet (Codex Theod, x. 201, r/^/ nnn. 317). 

• We have frequently remarked tliat in the Roman legislation the confiscation of property 
was a conse(|ucn(e of capital sentences, which, in expelling a member from the community or 
in puttin'^ him to death, deprived the state of a citizen and a fortune. In respect to fines, we 
have scon above (p. 10, note 2) that this was an administrative penalty. 

♦ Vol. VII. p. «1, note 3, ad fin. The histralis collalio was to be paid in gold and silver 
(Zosimus, ii. 38), and hence is sometimes called chrysargyrum. Certain fines fixed in silver 
must have been paid in that metal {Codex Theod, xvi. 5, 62) ; the same was true in respect 
to the didrachma of the Jews (Vol. V. p. 132, note 4). 

* Codex Theod, xiii. G, 15 (anno 367). 
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further burden to the state, whicli must have been obliged to 
increase the allowance made to its financial agents as compensiLtion 
for the loss cauiied tbem by the conversion of the ingots into 
that, finally. 



com 

regulations like these 
greatly increased tlie 
amount of coining 
and the number of 
mint-masters. Thus 
we see tbem, under 
Aurelian, capable of 
making a great riot 
and offering resist- 
ance to the practo- 
riima.' 

The Romans were 
ignorant of a power 
which the moderns 
sometimes abuse ; 
namely, credit. We 
road in ancient times 
of city loans, but nev- 
er under the Empire 
of a state loan ; and 
with the habits of ancient communities in respect to usury, there 
could hardly have been one. Against unexpected necessities, the 
government had recourse to superindictions,' which, constantly 

' Vol. Vir. pp. 320. 321. 

* \otitia dignii.. Bucking, i. 12. The portnut OTer tho table i» certainly that of Um 
Emperor. He is rrpreMntcd a^&ln, with the EroprcBS, on the piece of (umiture at the «irli> of 
the table. Id the F^mpirc of the East the praetorian prefect)!, the proconsuls, the count of the 
East, the augustal prcfucl. ihe vicars, and the coniularei' of l'ale»tine alone hail the risht, nliirh 
the military functionaries did not posMsr, of placing upon their ioBignia (he likenuas of the 
Emperor. It vra« tlio ta.mo in the Kinpirc of the West {ihiiL p. 172). 

* ''Superindictions"iTcrulhea<)ditionalccntimcsoftlie French tax. Astoloans.lhry would 
have been ruinous to the state, on account of the high rates of interest. In the ancient world 
u«ury wa* an endemic evil. Bnitns lent at the rate of i9 per rent, and Pompey ruined tlie 
king of Cappadocia by his usurious demands. Between private individaals 12 per cent whs 
a low rate. At Pompeii, in the mo*t (louriibing period of the Empire, the banker Jucumliis 
lent at 24 per cent, and the legal rate in Eg:>-pt wan 30 per cent (ReTillout, Rtr. igyp-, IStl, 
pp. 134-13X, and l^SS, p. 64). At Athens the law liied no limit except in the ease of ^nai^ 
diana employing a minar*a monej {12 per cent), or in the caae of a dowrjr kept \tj those whu 
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increased, caused great distress, by exhausting the taxable material. 
Certain taxes also became very heavy, as under Constantius the 
land-tax paid by all the possessoreSy since Julian reduced the 

caput for Gaul from 
twenty-five aurei to 
seven.^ Two sources 
of revenue seem to 
have been particu- 
larly productive, — 
the gleba senatorial 
paid by the great pro- 
vincial families when 
vanity led them to 
seek the title of cla- 
rissimiy or when the 
government, from in- 
terested motives, im- 
posed it upon them ;* 
and the lustralis coU 
latiOj which, by the 
testimony of all con- 
temporaries, weighed 
heavily upon the 
lower classes. The 
statements of Libanius and Zosimus may be regarded with sus- 
picion; but those of Evagrius, Cedrenus, and Zonaras cannot be 
impugned. Under pretext that the decurions were employed in 
traffic, Constantius later imposed this tax on all the municipal 
senators. Exemption from the lustralis collatio was granted only 
to those of the clergy who had charge of burials, and to such 
ecclesiastics and veterans as carried on a small traffic to support 
life. Finally, all these resources being insufficient, the Emperors 
drew at will from the treasuries of the cities : they shared with 




INSIGNIA OF THE DUKE OF PALESTINE (DUX PALESTINAE).* 



had no rijjht to retJiin it (18 per cent). In the Hellenic countries the praetor often required as 
much as 30 or 36 per cent (see Saumasius, De Modo usurarum) ; so that in three years the 
capital was doubled. Synesius borrows sixty aurei, receipts for seventy, and after a time returns 
eighty (Letter, 60). 

» CwUx Theod, XI. L 1. * Zosimus, ii. 38. 

* B6<'kinp:, p. 78. Representation of thirteen cities in this military goTemment. 
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them the product of the tax levied on proTisions, and took two 

thirds of the remaining product of the inuuicipal contributions.* 

When the savage 

desires a fruit, says 

Montesquieu, he cuts 

down the tree that 

he may obtain it. 

Despotism does the 

same. 

Then, as now, the 
heaviest creditor of 
the treasury was the 
soldier ; and as dan- 
gers increased, it be- 
came necessary to 
increase the army, 
and also the pensions 
paid to the Barba- 
rians. How large the 
efTectivc force was 
under Constantinc, 
we cannot say with 
certainty. He had 
three distinct armies, — the militia palattna, the army of the line, 
and the frontier regiments. 

I. The "palatine militia" consisted of the horse and foot 
guards' (doniestici and proiectorcs), who, recruited from veteran 
centurions and young nobles,* had higher pay, numerous advan- 




■KSiaXIA or THE KAGISTEB 



t THE EAST.* 



» Cmlrz Juft. iv, Gl, 13. 

11 c/i*>7tit'., Sevk, i>. 31. See the colored pUte representing the inii 



71 of the \\k> 
.-rvi. c in li.c 



.a of the magister 



cutecmcd than in 
t back to the tini' 



thp infantry. 
when ihc kni 



Thtoil. ii. 2T".) This prcfcrcni'C « 
cavalry of the If^ions. 

* la 354 a fmiirinr ihmrslicia was the ton of a former mnriinirr equittim (Amm. Mnreell. 
aiv. 10.) This corps wa? a kind of later form of the cilinrii prariario of the consuls of the 
Republic, which had been also composed of young nobles who formed an honorable and 
tmstcd guard to the consul. Jovian, at the time Ite was proclaimcil Emperor, was ilmnttiiro- 
rvm onlinis primus (ibiil. xxt. 5) ; Ammianiis also was .1 linmriti'riLt, Tiieso guardsmen were 
•ometimcs dcspatrhed on very important missions. Valcniinian I. sent into Africa, to examine 
into complaint! roa<lo in that province, a /imfrrror, the son of a coDitt, and one of the teutarii, 
— loldiers who were allowed lo bear the Emperor's arms (ibiit, xxvi. &). 
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tages, ten commanders who were called clartssimi, and two supe- 
rior officers, " the counts of the domestics ; " and the scolariif^ under 
the orders of the magister officio- 
rum, who were the guard of the 
palace, where innumerable attend*' 
ants were installed. The haln^ 
ual exaggeration of the time caused 
their commanders to have the desi^ 
nation of ''senators;" and from tiia 
titles of ducenarii and cenienariif 
borne by their officers, we see tiiat 
they had extremely good pay : all 
who were placed near the Emptor 
were certain to derive advantage' 
from him.' The soldiers of then 
two corps were more particularly 
called the palatini; but this nanw 
was also borne by the legions, by 
tlie auxiliary infantry, and by war 
roerous squadrons. These corpK 
united made up the reserve of tho 
army, and accompanied the EmperCBT 
in all important expeditions. 

II. The army of the line {comitatensea) — tliat is, the infantry, 
cavalry, and Barbarian auxiliaries — were dispersed through the ter. 
ritorial divisions of the Empire, under counts or dukes, who also 
commanded the flotillas which had the duty, in tlieir respective 
districts, of keeping order on the rivers and sea-coasts. 

III. The troops which we should call the frontier- regiments were 
the ripensca and the Hmitanei, called also pseudo-comitataiics, be- 
cause they never changed their place of garrison. They occupied, 
under tlie duces, the intrenched camps, castles, and fortres.se3 built 

' I'ropopiufl (//i>(or['a Arcana, 2i) rcprescDta Uie nciAnrc* aa numbering ttiirty-fivc huodred 
men, and rayt lliat the t;uar<l wa* lum numerouB. There neem to have been jailiirrn n-utari- 
onan and gmiilium in ihc time o[ (lordi&n III. and of DiUip (CedrcDuv, i. 451, and Chmt. 
PtuehaU, p|i. 501, 5U2, ediljun of Bonn). 

' A rcKript uf 413 speaks of jiraipotili el Iribuni teho3aruia qui et divinit tpuHr adhibett- 
lur tl adorandi principu facullaiem aniiiuiliu merurruiU {Codez Theod. vi. 13). 

* Tho nalionality of ihe Barbarian legionary is indicated by the i-ock (ifollui) placed M 
hit Bide (G. Schlumberger, (Euvre$ de A. de Langpirhr, Mi. 305). lta»-relicf from Strasbut^. 
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along the rivers (ripa). or behind the intrenchmenta (limea), which 
were the boundaries of the Empire.' 

In the civil order the coloni were but partly freej in the mili- 
tary order the leti and 
gentiles were, like the 
coloniy established per- 
manently in tlie fron- 
tier provinces, upon 
small estates wliich 
hiid been given them 
under condition of 
military service. 

Lastly, whole corps 
of Barbarians (foede- 
rail) were in the Em- 
peror's pay ; and he 
bought, moreover, by 
pensions paid to the 
chiefs of the nation, 
tlie right to levy troops 
among them. 

We pass rapidly 
uver this adminis- 
trative organization, 
which interests archaeology rather than history; but it is necessaiy 
to show the consequences of the policy inaugurated by Diocletian, 
developed by Constantine, and carried to an extreme by their suc- 
cessors, for the reason that out of this policy arose the whole 
social system of the fourth centiuy, — the last with which this 
work deals. 




ISSIONIA OF TDK COUNT OP HTRASBDKO (coMES 
AKOENTORATEKblS).* 



1 The minimum height of the Midier wat 5 feet 7 iochea, Roman memntre {Codes 
Thtod. fii. 13, 3, 'inno 36T), which, sccordiDg to M. Aur%R, it eqoal to S feet 6 inches. Tba 
minimum of huighi in the French infantry in i feet. The Uoman atandard give* a further 
proof that tho grvalcr part of the Roman army wai c^ompowd of Barbarianp, eince loldiera 
drawD from the fouthem portioni of the Emjiiro would not have reached ttiis minimum, — 
which, moreoTer, wat not re^iuired of the pieuda-eomUattntet ^Uiid. vii. 22, 8). Id ratpect to 
an thete corpn, lee Godefroy, ii. 2SG-28T. 

* NoiUia dignU. Boclcing (i. 3R4) exphun* the initial! F. L. iniali Comord P. R. in th« 
(ollowiiig; manner: Felicitati, /.aetitiae, /mperatorii A'uminii', 7'ut«la« ^ngottomm /^arittm 
Cl*itate« Omnea i/aje*tati Obediaot Aej^ae Ztomfoi Popnli Acnaiti 

TOL. Vtlt. S 
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n. The Court and the Nobility. 

The government, all the machinery of which is given in the 
Notitia and in the sixth book of the Theodosian CodCy was itself 
governed by a higher power, the court, which had the Emperor 
for its divinity. Monarchies like these require the ruler to be 
always in full vigor of mind and body ; and, without having 
arrived at a great age, Constantine had lost both. In the later 
years of his life his legislative activity slackened ; ^ he rarely 
quitted Constantinople ; he no longer loved war, but, if we may 
believe Zosimus, he was extremely fond of pleasure ; ^ and Julian 
in the Caesars represents him as reposing to all eternity on the 
bosom of Indolence. Zosimus is an enemy, Julian an adversary, 
and their testimony must be received with doubt ; at the same 
time it probably contains a portion of truth. One of the great 
oflBcers of his court had the title of trihuniis volu2:)tatum. Shall 
we suppose that Constantine created this office whose existence 
the Tlieodosian Code reveals to us?^ The first of the Emperors 
of the East perhaps ended like so many Oriental monarchs who 
in their declining years slumber upon the throne or shut them- 
selves up in their harems. This is the moment when in absolute 
monarchies the reign of the courtiers begins; by the testimony of 
an old writer, this conqueror of so many kings was incapable, 
during the last ten years of his reign, of mastering himself: like 
a young spendthrift {jnipillus)^ he had need of a tutor.* 

Constantine had increased the pomp of costumes and the solem- 
nities of etiquette,^ and, as in the time of Elagabalus, the apartments 

* From 312 to 326 we have, in the Theodosian Codc^ two hundred and sixty-one ordi* 
nances of hi? ; from .'32U to 337, there are but eighty-nine. 

^ Zosimus, ii. 32 : . . . fifivas dt anoXtfios kui Tpv<Pff rbv filov tKbovt* 

* (\)(ltr Thrntl. xv. 7, 13, mnw 414. Reference is here made to voluptates populi ; but this 
tribunals mluptntum was probably also the director of the court entertainments. 

* 'Ilic author of iho. I^^/nfftmr : . . . /hmn unrissimh annh jiupUlns oh profusionen immodir- 
COS notniTuitus. Zosimus (ii. 38) adtls : "lie exhausted the treasury by gifts to useless or 
nnworthy men, bcHeving that such profusion did him honor." 

* Synesius, Conceminfj Ilot/nfti/, 10. See, in the (commentary of Pancirohis on the 
Nnfiiia dignitatum^ the foolish di:(play with which the praetorian prefects were to be sur- 
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of the palace were sanded with gold dust. When Julian, arriving 
from Gaul, required a barber, a person sumptuously attired pre- 
sented himself, whose employment gave him a great salary, twenty 
rations for his table, and as many more of provender for his horses.* 
A whole world, interposing between the Emperor and the Empire, 
hid from the sovereign the truth which he no longer sought out 
by prompt personal investigation in cases of difficulty; and this 
servile and luxurious court soon had all the vices which are 
developed in a situation so favorable to passions and intrigues. 
Since the whole power of the Empire was in the palace, those 
who approached nearest to the master by the humble character 
of their duties, — slaves, eunuchs, servants of every grade, — 
having his ear, had also his hand to write with, and his will to 
command.' Their favor obtained what should have been given 
to merit, and scandalous fortunes were amassed at the expense 
of the treasury and of private individuals. The avidity of the 
courtiers made them search for victims; calumny furnished these, 
and wealthy families were ruined by false accusations. Amm. Mar- 
cellinus, who signalizes the progress of this evil under Constantius 
II. and gives the proofs of it,^ accuses Constantine of having been 
its originator, — "the first to excite the appetites of his followers."* 

The Constantine of Eusebius addresses paternal remonstrances 
to his courtiers: "Will you put no bounds to your cupidity?" he 
says to them; and marking out on the sand with the point of his 
spear the six feet of ground, our last dwelling, he adds: "If you 
possessed all the gold in the world, you would soon have nothing 
beyond this space of groimd, if that should be allowed you." The 
Theodosian Code shows us the historic Constantine in a rescript 

rounded. Ilonorius forbade all the hmorati, under penalty of a fine of ten pounds' 
weight of gold, to appear before the vuxaius otherwise than in official costume {Codex 
ThciMl, i. 15, IG). 

^ Amm. Marcellinus, xxii. 4. 

* J bid. xviiL 4, where he shows the eomitatensis /abrica • . • eamdem ineudem^ UL dieiiur, 
diu noctuque tundendo. 

* xiv. 5; XX. 2; xxi. 16; xxv. 4. 

* . . . Ut documenta ilquida prodtderuntf proximorum fauces apertdt primw omnium (ibid, 
XTi. 8, Cf . Zosirous, ii. 38 ; Eutropius, x. 7). Eusebius himself (Life of Cormt. iv. 54) recog- 
nizes this evil '* I saw/' he says, " an insatiable avidity plundering other men's property, and 
hypocritical piety in the Church. The Emperor trusted in some whose lives were full of 
Artifice and imposture, and this confidence led him into great errors.** Julian {Pan. L 37) 
praiiM Constantius for having on his accession repaired many acts of injustice. 
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which attests the excess of the corruption, and on the part of the 
Emperor not quite so much Christian resignation. "Let the rapa- 
cious hands of our officers be stayed," he exclaims; "let them be 
stayed, or 1 will smite with the sword ! " and he enumerates the 
many ways employed to extort money from those who have busi- 
ness with the government, or seek to obtain justice in the courts. 
"If these men dare not complain," the Emperor says, "let others 
make known what wrongs have been committed, that we may 
punish such robberies with merited penalties."^ The rescript con- 
tains good intentions, and threats in equal number; but we may 
doubt whether it produced any change in public morals, since, a 
century later, Valentinian III. repeats the same complaints, and 
draws even a darker picture.^ 

Venality was an ancient Roman evil ; but never before, unless in 
the last century of the Republic, had it opened so many doors and 
influenced so many minds. Constantine's innumerable agents were 
not like the eminent persons sent by the sovereigns of the Early 
Empire into the provinces, at that time few in number, where they 
filled a very conspicuous position and were not called upon to 
determine many trivial questions. These men of consular rank, 
these imperial legates, whose houses held the statues of venerated 
ancestors, were scrupulous themselves for the honor of their names, 
or else were watched and held in check by the Emperor with 
a care in proportion to the peril into which they might brings 
him. The functionaries of the new government, on the contrary, 
are only the men of low degree who swarm in every Oriental 
court, — who, gliding everyvehere in the darkness, with few scruples 
and many intrigues, unnoticed advance from post to post, until 
they reach the very highest ; whore arriving, they sell justice to 
compensate themselves for having so long bought favor. During 
a period of two centuries the inhabitants of the Empire had had 
for judges in ordinary suits the magistrates their fellow-citizens, 
whom they were accustomed themselves to choose. If the matter 
came within the cognizance of the imperial officer, it was not his 

^ Codex Theod, i. 10, 7, anno 331. The small as well as the great at this time were dis- 
honest. The mansionet and the stationes of the cursxu pMicus were the scene of en< 
frauds. Cf. ihifi. viii. 5, 21. 

' Nov. Vol, ilL tit i. 3, sect. 2, anno 450. 
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duty to decide in the case, but to indicate the law applicable ; and 
judges, who much resembled the juries of modem times, made 
the decision. Now there was one judge, more easily to be cor- 
rupted/ proud of the power conferred upon him by his official 
title, and with reason, since behind him stood the Emperor, whose 
direct agent he was. Accordingly he assumed an extremely arro- 
gant tone towards the persons under his jurisdiction, and was 
approached with offerings as if he had been a god. Venality is 
the scourge of perishing nationalities, and Rome was in a state 
of decline. 

Courts have sometimes been schools of elegance m manners, 
refinement in mind, and politeness in speech. Literature and art 
have received from them valuable encouragement. But at the 
epoch of which we are speaking, poetry and art — those social 
forces by which the soul is elevated — no longer exist. With an 
Asiatic government and a religion soon to become intolerant, 
great subjects of thought are prohibited. There is no discussion of 
political affairs, for the Emperor gives absolute commands; no his- 
tory, for the truth is concealed or condemned to a complaisance 
which is odious to honest men ; * no eloquence, for nowhere can 
it be employed except in disgraceful adulation of the sovereign.* 
The great Roman science, jurisprudence, has even lost its beautiful 
terse language; the rescripts are verbal and declamatory, and the 
words stifle the thought. Towards the close of the century appear 
three men, Symmachus, Claudian, and Rutilius, through whom Latm 
literature throws a dying gleam; the rest are of no value. Only 
the Church is to have mighty orators, — but in the interests of 

' Sec, later, an ordinance of Valentinlan I. forbidding jadges to decide cases in their own 
houses with closed doors. 

* An exception must be made in the case of the truthful Amm. Marcellinus; but how 
remote is he from the Roman authors! The works of Eutropius and Aurclius Victor are 
chronicles rather than histories. Eutropius bestows only a few lines upon Julian, although 
he accompanied that Emperor in his Persian campaign (x. ICt), 

• Three (Jreek rhetoricians, Thcmistius, surnamed ti^fxt^t^ Libanius, and Ilimerius, 
all pagans, had a great reputation in this century. Posterity, more critical, places them 
in the list of fine talkers, who die at once, because their harmonious and musical but 
empty sentences give nothing to philosophy and very little to history. The most interest- 
ing of the three, Libanius, understood at last the inutility of that rhetoric which turns the 
whole mental eCFort upon words; his last treatise is upon the worth of silence. For as the 
mo8t important of the Greek authors of this time is the Emperor Jolian. Later I ihaU 
•peak of the Greek Fathers. 
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heaven, not earth ;^ and so, in this Empire now exposed to count- 
less perils, the little mental activity still existing in civil society 
will occupy itself only with court intrigues, the subtleties of phi- 
losophers aspiring to be theologians, or the petty literature of some 
belated and feeble admirers of the early Muses. 

The court extended itself throughout the Empire with a sort 
of radiance of imperial majesty, separating from the mass of the 
people those to whom it communicated, by honors or offices^ some- 
thmg of its own splendor. 

The great functionaries were called "the most perfect,'* or 
"excellent;"^ later, we find illustreSj respectdbileSj and in the two 
capitals the senators are called clarissimi. But the senators of 
the fourth century differ much from their predecessors. Through 
causes which we have already explained, the evil from which Italy 
had suffered was now extended to the provinces : the latifundia had 
everywhere absorbed petty ownerships. " The poor man," says Sal- 
vianus, " cannot live beside the rich ; he there loses his property, and 
often his liberty." The same complaint is made by Saint Ambrose 
and Saint Gregory Nazianzen.^ It was difficult to arrest this eco^ 
nomic development; Constantine made no attempt to do so, but 
he sought to derive advantage from it. To create and multiply a 
new class of tax-payers, he associated to the amplissimus ordo many 
great provincial land-owners and subjected them to a tax propor- 
tioned to their fortune, the follis senatorius.^ In earlier times there 

^ In the Latin provinces, Hilary, Ambrose, Jerome, and Augustine; in the countries 
Dsing the Greek language, Athanasius, Basil, the two Gregorys, Johu Chrysostom ; ia 
Syria, Kphrem; in the Cyrenaica, Synesius. 

* Per/ectisshni vcl egregii (Lac-tantius, De Aforte pers. 21), — ancient designations pre* 
8er\'ed by Constantine, like that of clarissimi. The other two seem to date officiall/ only 
from the reign of Valentinian I. 

* Ambrose, Ilcxamr.rony v. 10, and Gregory Nazianzen, Disc, xvi. 18. The lamen- 
table condition of certain Italian provinces, — the Basilicatc, for example, — which is still 
given up to iati/unditiy shows how much destitution the extension of this agricultural system 
throughout the Emi)ire must have produced. 

* The senators paid bcsidcM, like the other possessore^, the tribntum soli; furthermore, 
they had to offer to the Emperor every year new year's gifts, and in special cases the 
aurum oblatitium. In 37.'J the senators offered to Valentinian and to Valens, on their 
tenth year, sixteen hundred pounds* wci'^ht of gold (Symmachus, Ep, x. 26). When 
the Emperor gave the practorship to a senator, the latter was obliged to pay for public 
games a sum amounting to 25,000 follrs, and fifty pounds of silver (Cofiex TheotL ri. 4, 
6). Zosimus (ii. 38) is wrong in complainin? of the foUis senatorius. It was projwrtionate 
to the fortune, for to establish it Constantine had rv'({uireil each senator's fortune to be 
stated, air*ypay^aro hi rat tov XafinpoTarav ovaiat: accordingly certain senators, haring baft 



^ 
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were no senators except in Rome ; * now men could be senators any- 
where. Those who had obtained by hereditary succession, imperial 
favor,^ holding of a magistracy, or service in the palatine militia, 
the right to be called clarissimiy composed the senatorial order, 
which soon came to include all the rich men in the provinces, and 
the chief officials on their retirement from office.' This imperial 
nobility possessed certain important privileges, distinguishing it 
from the rest of the nation ; and the senatorial dignity was heredi- 
tary, in law for three generations, in fact for as many as preserve 
the necessary fortune, — custom, as well as the policy of the period, 
retaining the son in the father s career.* " Between the senator and 
the curial," says the law, *^ there is no similarity." * 

The official residence of the senators was Rome and Constanti- 
nople {sides dignitatis) ; ® but many of them were never there. As 
early as Trajan and Marcus Aurelius there had been complaints 
of absenteeism ; ^ the case was much worse when the remotest 
provinces had their clarissimi. The son of Constantine, during 
his residence in the old capital in the year 357, vainly reminded 
the senators in Greece and Macedon and lUyria that there were 

little property, paid a tax of only five, or even no more than two, gold solidi, — eliamsi posses- 
siomm forte uon habeant {Codex Theod. vi. 2, 8). Lastly, an ordinance of 428 gays : Pro 
5UIX virifms ylebales fonctiones agnoscant {Codex Theod. vL 2, 21). The private domain of 
the Eiu|)eror, res privata, paid ihofoUiSf because the Emperor was also the chief of the sena- 
tors {Ibid. 19, and ix. 2, 1). 

^ In the time of Paulus a senator required special authorization from the Emperor 
to live in a province {Dig. L. i. 22, sect. G). 

^ Si quis senatorium conseculus nostra largitione fastigiumy vel generis felicitate sortitus. 
. . . {Codex Theod. vi. 2 and 8, annis 883 and 397). 

' The honorati, Alexander Sevcrus had already pensioned or subsidized these persons 
in order to enable them to maintain their rank : honoratos pauperes . . . commodis auxit 
(Lampridius, In Sec). The diptych on the next page, perhaps of earlier date than that 
of Flavius Felix (Vol. VII. p. 392), represents on one of its leaves a man who has been by 
turns called Claudian, Ausonius, and Boethius. Wrapped in his philosopher's cloak, he holds 
a voiumcti, and other volumina are unrolled at his feet ; the second leaf represents a female 
musician, — which strengthens the opinion of those who call the other figure that of a poet 
((•ori, Thesaurus diptychorum, ii. 243, and Trcsor de Monza, pi. ir.). 

• On the privileges and obligations of senators, see Godefroy, vol. ii., Paratitlon, in 
book vi. chap. 2. Symmachus {Epist. iv. 25) writes to a young noble: Secundum natales 
tuo* honorum culmen indeptus es ; and Sidonius Apollinarius {Epist. L 3) promises himself 
the Hame honors that have been enjoyed by his father: Adipiscendae dignitati kaereditari 
incumbam^ cui pater, avus, proavus praefecturis magisteriisque tnicuenuU. 

• Codex Theod. vL 8, 2-8. 

• Ibid. Ti. 4, 1. 

^ Atticus Herodes, a tenator of oonsoUr rank, quitted Rome, bat after haring resided 
tliere for a long time. 
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also agreeable residences near Rome, and that by establishing 
themselves there they would escape the long journeys now neces- 
sary before receiving the honors due to their rank ; it was for 
the purpose of avoiding these expensive honors that they resided 
out of Italy. 

The nobles of the Republic and the first Emperors had in their 
train friends {comites) whom they classed in lists. These com- 
panions now took their place in the hierarchy. The appellation 
comes was, like decorations at the courts of modem Europe, a 
permanent honor to the individual, and not to the position; so 
that great functionaries, counts of the first degree, and simple 
decurions, or retired shipmasters,^ counts of the third degree, could 
all appear in the comitatusy or imperial train, without offence to 
those of the liigher rank. It was not the less a gratification of 
vanity, for each man had his title, and the neglect to use it in 
addressing him was punishable by a fine. A decree of 384, after 
having minutely determined the order of rank, makes such disre- 
spect a case of sacrilege {plane sacrilegii reus) ; ^ and it was with 
all gravity that the Emperor, writing to his magistrates, addressed 
them as " Your Sincerity '' or " Your Gravity ; " and to him 
they made reply : " We shall obey the divine precepts of your 
Eternity." The pomp of formulas increased as men became more 
and more debased. 

Tliese titles and many offices of state gave privileges. Some 
of them were honorary, — a rank, a certiiin dress, the right of 
entrance at court or at the praetorium of the governors, the right 
of being judged only by the urban prefect or the Emperor, and 
the like. Others were extremely useful, — as exemption from 



* The navicularii who brought corn to Ostia composed, with the mensores of the port, 
porations which, in 417, by the order of Ilonorius, made choice of masters whose duty it wj 
to prevent frauds and thefts (frawles et furta). These masters remained in office five y< 
and when they liad faithfully jwrformed their duties re<eived the title of counts of the third 
order; but if they had acted dishonestly, their property was confiscated and they were con* 
demned to labor at jrrinding corn, ad pistrini munia rcvncatur {Codex Throd. xiv. 4,9). 

* (\idex Just. xii. 8. A <lecree of the year 412, when the onler of titles ha<l considermbi/ 
changed, shows at what inequality this socioty liad arrived. For a like offence an xUustru paid 
fifty jmunds of gold; a spertahilis, forty; a senator, thirty; a clariAsimus, twenty; a sacerdo^ 
inUsy thirty ; a principalis, twenty ; a derurin, five ; a nrfjnrinfor, five ; a plfheius, five {Cofirx 
Theod. xvi. 5, :>2). In another decree, of the year 411 {ihid. 51), the fine is for a proconsul, a 
Ticar, or a count of the first rank, two hundre<l pounds of silver ; for a senator or a saeerdoUili$^ 
one hundred ; for one of the decemprimi^ fifty ; for a simple curialis^ ten. 
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tain taxes, customs dues, municipal burdens, torture, etc.; and 
these advantages inspired pride in their possessors, and envy in 
those who were less favored. Immunities which had been very 
rare under the Republic and in the Early Empire* were multi- 
plied in the third century in proportion as public functions in- 
creased, and the interference of the government in municipal 
affairs.^ Constantine largely developed this system, which enabled 
him to make his nobles conspicuous, and to pay, with privileges 
which cost him nothing, for services which he was not willing 
to reward with money. From 314 to 328 five laws establish 
and extend the privileges of the palatini.^ 

Christianity, which, it has been said, brought equality into 
the world, made no attempt to combat the aristocratic tendencies 
• of the society upon which it had just laid hold. The Christian 
Emperors are gods upon earth much more than ever the pagan 
Emperors were, and they organized a state nobility such as 
Rome had never before known. 

As we count the successive grades which rise, one above another, 
from the people up to the sovereign, and notice the barriers which 
fence in so many of the citizens to the places and positions in 
which they were bom, we shall be tempted to believe that the 
Empire at last is supplied with those monarchical institutions 
which ought from the first to have protected the ruler, by placing 
between him and any outbreak of people or soldiery a whole 
world of men, each interested in the maintenance of the imperial 

1 Livy, xiv. 26 ; Suetonius, OcL 40, Claud. 25. In the time of Ulpian, the immunity ceased 
with the life of him who had enjoyed it (. . . cum persona extinguatur) ; but for regions Qoci) 
and for cities, it was permanent {. . , ad posteros transmittitur, — Dig. 1. 15, 4, sect. 3). Trajan 
had granted to the philosopher Potamon exemption from the portorium; Tyras had early 
obtained this exemption ; and Brundusium received it from Sylla. 

* See in the Digest (1. 5 and 6) and in the Theodosinn Code (vi. 85), De Privilegiis eorum 
qui in sacro palatio mUitarurU. Law 1, which is of the year 314, says: . . . Jmmunes eos a 
cunctis muneribus permanere cum universis mobilibus ct mntiripii^t urbanisy idque bcneficium ad 
filios eorum atque nepotes . . . pervenire. Law 2 exempts from the productio equorum (anno 
319); another, of the same year, says: Nee ad curiam, vel honoresy vel onera, vel munera 
municipalia devocentur {ibid. 3). 

' The law of 314 explains what is meant by palatini: Tarn his qui obsequiis nostris inculpafa 
officio praebuenuUf quam illis qui in scriniis nostris id est memoriae^ epistolarum libellorumqut 
venati iunL 

Note. — The engraring facing the next page represents the two capitals, Rome and 
Cooitaatinople, pertonified. (Kicardi diptych, formerly at Florenoe^ now in the Imperial 
Mosemn at Vienna. Gori, Tku. reU dipt, toL ii. pi ix.) 
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authority. But these ramparts, which in modem Europe have 
for centuries made royalty secure, are solid only when they have 
sprung up of themselves. Powerful aristocracies are formed only 
by religion and by war. The nohlesse of Constantine arose neither 
from one nor the other. Bom of yesterday at the Emperor's 
caprice, having land but not having arms, — which they at once 
dread and despise,^ — this was not a veritable nohlesse^ since under 
all its titles, which were mere labels of classification modified by 
the Emperor at his will, there was no special authority in those who 
bore them. Their property, their lives even, were at the absolute 
discretion of the Emperor; and this exact order, which hid the 
confusion of a system as yet only partially projected rather than 
perfectly devised, will not prevent slaves and eunuchs from being 
all-powerful in the palace, or praetorian prefects being driven thence, 
to be put to death with torture. The gilded menials of Constan- 
tinople had therefore nothing in common with the great aristoc- 
racy which had made the fortune of Rome. They fled from camps, 
where they might have gained a virile confidence in the presence 
of dangers bravely met; and when invasion came, they had 
nothing to oppose to it but bodies enervated by indolence, and 
souls rendered pusillanimous by servility. 

The fundamental political principle of classic antiquity had been 
election, and men had preserved the image of this after they had 
abandoned its reality. During the whole duration of the Elarly 
Empire the duumvirs had been always appointed by the popular 
assembly; even as to the Emperors there had been a semblance of 
election.^ In the Later Empire, on the contrary, hereditary succes- 
sion, established or encouraged by the law, was the dominant prin- 
ciple. We have already seen it accepted for the imperial dignity and 
for the senatorial rank ; we shall soon find it imposed upon curiales 
and coloni, upon employees of the administration (cohortalcs) and 

' Milt tine labor a nohilutsimo quoque^ pro sordido et illiberaii rejiciefiatur (Mamcrtiiiu% 
Grntlnrum artio^ 20). Honestiorcs quique civilia scctantur officia (Vegetius, i. 7). Carr} ing arms 
was forltidden, except when expressly allowed by the Emperor {Codex Theotl. xv. 15, I, 
anun 3<;i). 

^ As lato as -158 tlic Emperor Majorian, chosen hy tlie Suevian Ricimer, wrote to the 
Senate: . . . Imprrntorfm me factum^ patrat ron^rripti, rratrn^ eUctionix arhitrio, — an old for- 
mula which deceived no one, but which fur centuries' it had l)een considered proper to employ 
(Nov. Mfij. i.). Constantius api>eared al^ to ask the consent of the army in making Julian 
Caesar, — another formality (Amm. Marcellinus, xv. 8). 
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upon workmen in the imperial manufactories, upon corporations 
needed by the state and by cities, and even upon the great majority 
of soldiers.^ But by this principle of hereditary succession and the 
hierarchy combined, life was, so to speak, suspended in this great 
body, and it was struck with paralysis at the moment when there 
was a general advance of the Barbarians to attack it. When the 
invaders arrived, the nation remained indifferent to the efforts of its 
government because it saw above its head and weighing upon it with 
all the weight of its privileges and its insolence, a mass of function- 
aries and titled persons who drew largely from the public treasury, 
while many of them paid but little into it. We can scarcely exagger- 
ate the number of these privileged persons. Titles were sought with 
all the eagerness that has been shown in the countries of modern 
Europe in seeking patents of nobility. As early as the time of 
which we speak they were bought, and the number of tax-payers 
had diminished, while that of parasites increased.^ A time came 
when in a single grade there were five classes of holders.' Hence 
the language of Lactantius, which is alarming, even with its evident 
exaggeration : " Those who live upon the taxes are more numerous 
than those who pay them." 

1 The cohortaleSf for example, cannot, without the Emperor's permission, abandon their 
employment or aspire to another condition (Codex Theod, viii. 4, laws 4, 18, 21-3, 25, 28, 
30 ; ibitl. viii. 7, laws 2, 3, 9), unless they have had twenty-five years of service (ibid, vi. 35, 
law 14 ; viii. 4, law 30), under penalty of being sent back to their i)osition. Justinian sub- 
jects to the trentenary prescription the prosecution which might be set on foot against 
cohortalcs who had abandoned their employment (Cwlex Just. xii. 58, laws 12 and 13) ; their 
children could not withdraw themselves from the paternal condition (Codex Theod. viii. 4, lex 
ultima: and tit. 7, law 19), even those who were bom after the expiration of the paternal term 
of wrvice (i7>///. vi. 35, law 14). "Tliis prohibition of change of condition is one of the most 
characteristic traits of the imperial legislation. It is applied to so large a number of positions 
or professions that we may regard it as a general rule for the mass of the inhabitants of the 
Roman Empire " (Serrigny, Droit public et admini^tratif romairiy du quatrieme au sixiemc 
sierli'y i. 1 70). At the same time we should observe that while a man was attached as a matter 
of hereditary succession to the same branch of service, he was not held to the same [>osition 
in it; thus he might rise from one grade to another, and in certain corporations he even 
obtained his liberty after a fixed number of years. 

^ A mm. Marcellinus, xxv. 4. Frauds became so numerous that many hiws were made 
to send back to the lists of municipal tax-payers pretended nobles and veterans (Codex 
Theod. xii. 1, laws 24, 33, 30, 38). 

' For instance, in the case of the illustreSj — Illustres in actUy or on duty ; ///. vacant€< 
praesenteSf or unattached ; ///. vac. absenies ; 111. honor praes, ; III. honor abs. (cf. Godefroy, 
Code Theod. ri. 18). For the clarissimi there were three grades, — the cL iUuHreSf the cl. 
tpedubUetf Mid the riip pU ^ cloritsiwtL 
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in. — The People: Curiales and Possessobes. 

After the nobles and the court let us observe the people^ here, 
as elsewhere, divided into two classes, the rich and the poor. But 
wealth imposes upon the former burdens often intolerable, and 
poverty places the latter in a condition of semi-servitude. 

In the days of their independence the citizens in the Graeco- 
Italian states provided for everything, — the keeping up of roads 
and public buildings, the maintenance of public order, the financial 
management, the administration of justice, the rites and ceremonies 
of religion, public festivals, etc. ; and they did all this without 
complaint, because liberty compensated them for the sacrifices they 
made. But Rome had imposed her authority upon these little 
republics, and the Empire finally suppressed their municipal fran- 
chises. Only the burdens remained. These were rendered obli- 
gatory ; and they became heavier for the notables of the city in 
proportion as the number of those excused from them grew con- 
stantly larger. Among persons excused were the state nobility, 
the veterans of the army, farmers and collectors of taxes, colonists 
on imperial lands, artisans whose work was useful to the court, 
and even ship-owners who transported corn to the points where 
distributions were made. We have seen that immunity conferred 
honor, because it was a privilege, — and profit, because it relieved 
from an expense which fell instead upon the mass of the inhabi- 
tants. It was therefore to the detriment of a class of the citizens 
that the government gratified the vanity of the nobles, and secured 
services for wliich it should have paid. A man was born a curialis ; 
he did not become so except, in the case of the poor man, by a stroke 
of good fortune which brought comfort into a humble house, or in 
the case of a noble, as the penalty for an ofifence. Guilty persons, or 
those regarded as guilty, were condemned to the curia as to a penalty 
and instead of a pimishment {oh culpam, loco supplidi)} Men were 

1 Codex Theod. xii. 1, laws 66 and 108. These two laws, of the years 875 and 8S4, for. 
bid condemning to the curia oh cvdpam, showing that the practice had existed at an ear|j 
period. 
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impressed^ so to speak, for municipal honors. Thus, during the 
last persecution, Christians possessed of property were addicti curiae^ 
so that their wealth might be at the discretion of the municipal 
senate. A law of Conatantine provides that if a man appointed 
to the duumvirate flees the city, hjs property shall go to him who 
takes the office instead.* 

Shut up in the curia as in a jail, the curialis was the prisoner 
of his municipiuniy the slave of his fortune.^ He remained subject 
to the ancient muncra^ of the times of liberty, and the government 
imposed upon him actual state duties, such as the levying of part 
of the tribute. The curiales at their own risk and peril* must allot 
and levy this; and they were even charged with the recruiting, 
since military service was one of the fcixes on property.* Also 
there were many legislative provisions, admitting to the curia the 
son of the decurion as soon as he was eighteen years of age, for- 
bidding the curicUiSy under penalty of banishment, to alienate any 

^ Euseb., Life of Constantine^ ii. 30, and Codex Inst, x. 31, 18, anno 826. Another law, of 
319, condemns to the curia any veteran's son who is unfit for military service (Codex Theod. 
vii. 22, 1). 

* . . . Originalibva vinculis (ibid, xii. 1, 82), and elsewhere : curiales . . . serviunt. The 
word which designates one of the forms of ancient slavery, nexus, is also employed to show the 
chain which binds the son of the curialis to the curia, quern avitus curiae nexus adstringit 
(CfHltx Theoii. xii. 1, 64, anno 3G5). There was no special rule in respect to this slavery : . . . 
per originem obnoxii curiis, 13; . . . qui sfatim ut nati sunt, curiales esse coeperunt, 122. The 
curialis appointed by the governor or the decurions (i6iV/. xii. 1, 61, anno 365) could not 
be released from the curia till he had fulfilled all municipal obligations (57, 58, 65, 182). 

' The curiales and their chiefs, the annual magistrates, administered the city's property 
and managed its finances ; they built or kept in repair public edifices, streets, roads, bridges, 
and m^ueducts ; they inspected the harbors and markets, and were obliged, in many places, 
to su|>erintend the administration of the public relief given to children, the sick, and the aged ; 
they bought the corn for distributions, and the wood for heating the baths ; they gave games 
and s|>ectacles ; they visited the governor or the Emperor on matters concerning the welfare or 
interest of the city. The most serious feature of the situation was that all the acts of their 
administration involved resfKinsibility, which was made very grave by heavy fines or large 
indemnities which they were often required to pay into the city's treasury. See, in respect 
to the obligations of the curiales, for the period of which we now speak, Godefroy's Paratitlon 
ad Cod. ThewL xii. 1, p. 355. A decree of the year 315 reserves to the Emperor alone tha 
right to grant the vacationem munerum (Codex Theod. xii. 1, 1). 

^ The responsibility of the curiales in respect to the public treasury was not collective ; 
each individual answered for that portion which it was his duty to collect: nequis omnino 
[^unusquisque decurio'] pro alio decurione vel territorio conreniatur (ibid. xi. 7, 2, anno 319). 
In respect to the financial responsibility of the curiales, see the Theodosian Code, xii. 6. 
De Susceptoribus. Law 1 belongs to the year 319. 

* Possessoribus indicti drones (Vegetius, ii. 5). The expense of equipment fell apon the 
land-owners. This was the system of Charlemagne and tJie Valob kings ol France, mndy 
until recently, of Russia. 



30 THE CHKISTIAN EMPIRE, 306 TO 395 a. d. 

part of his estate or to travel without authorization of the gov- 
ernor,^ and denying him admission to the militia, the Church, or 
ofl&ces of state. If he died without children, the curia became his 
heir; if he left daughters only, the curia took a fourth of his 
property. From Constantine alone there remain twenty-two consti- 
tutions relating to the curialeSy and the chapter De decurionibus in 
the Theodosian Code contains a hundred and ninety-two. A dan- 
gerous solicitude is this, for it is not the well-being of the cities 
which the government has in mind ; it is only to secure the pay- 
ment of taxes, the recruiting of soldiers, and the execution of public 
works, — a triple duty, which, with the administration of justice, 
falls almost entirely within the province of the state, — which, 
however, the Emperors shifted upon the municipalities. When we 
see the curialis flee from the city, or buy a title to hide himself 
in the classes that enjoy municipal immunity,^ or descend willingly 
to the position of agricultural laborer, it is easy to understand why 
the old historians show us cities without inhabitants, and why Con- 
stantine has curiae without curiales. Hence so many efforts to arrest 
desertions, which the Emperor himself had occasioned by a false 
conception of the division of social obligations between the state 
and the citizens.^ 

These slaves of public business had their compensations, — 
first, municipal honors, a show of authority, the pleasure of feel- 
ing themselves raised above the crowd, and if they ruined them- 
selves in the service of the city, the right to be supported at the 
public expense ; moreover, exemption from torture, in a time 
when there was frequent recourse to it ; lastly, exemption from 
certain dues, and whatever advantages — not very creditable cer- 
tainly, but sometimes very productive — they could derive from 

* Codex Theod. xii. 1, 9, anno 324. 

^ An ordinance of 3K3 condemns to be burned to death the civitatum tahularii who falsely 
inscribe a name on the list of those enjoying immunity (Codex, x. 15, 1). Constantiua 
reproaches the curiales with buying honored imnf/innrios (Codex Theod. xii. 1, 25 and 27). 

« Zosimus, ii. 38; Codex Theod. xii. 1, 0, and 13: . . . curias de.vdari {nnnis S\9 et 326). 
Constantine rejHjats it : curias vacurfacfas {ibid. 2.> an(i 27 ; cf. Nov, Majoriani, vii. initio). 
One of the epigraphic ordinances of Constantine, in the collection of Voigt, orders : . . . QuihuM 
ftudium est urftcs . . . inter mortuas reparare. (Cf . JinlL de Corr. afric, 1882, p. 84.) A decree 
of 340 (Codex Theod. xii. 1, 29) rpeaks of ma fji stratus [civitatum] desertores. Accordingljr^ m 
new title of honor was devised for a man who, exempt by birth or condition from manicipel 
burdens, consented to assume them; he was declared pater civitatis (Codex Just, z. 4S, S» 
anno 4C8). 
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the exercise of their functions. To place in the same hands the 
apportionment and levying of taxes in money and in kind, was 
a wretched system of administration. Some tax-payers were 
rated too high, others too low. This man deceived as to quan- 
tity, that man as to quality; and the deception was practised with 
impunity, thanks to the connivance of the assessor-collector, whose 
indulgence was paid for, or whose severity money could lessen. 
By a natural retaliation, those whom the Treasury persecuted, 
became in turn persecutors. Amm. Marcellinus shows this as 
early as the reign of Constantius, and later, Salvianus says : 
" There were as many tyrants as there were ctiriales.'' ^ 

But the government cared little for this. It appeared so 
convenient merely to name the amount of the land-tax, and then 
to stretch one's hand out to receive it, that the same procedure 
was adopted in respect to the tax on trades {lustralis coHatio). 
These tax-payers collectively, by their delegates, apportioned and 
levied the tax required of them as a body, absque ulla aerarii 
nostri dcmimUionc^ This method of collecting produced the 
same evils as did that in which the curiales were the agents : 
upon the assessors it laid a ruinous responsibility, and upon the 
tax-payers annoyances and hardships. Thus this tax became 
the most hated of all that were paid.' 

The care of the aqueducts had been one of the chief duties 
of the Republican censors and of the early Emperors. Constan- 
tine made the land-owners, whose territory the aqueducts trav- 
ersed, responsible for keeping them in repair and for the 
distribution of the water. As compensation, he exempted these 
persons from the extraordinary taxes (which increased their 
burden upon others), and in case of neglect he pxmished by 
confiscation.* 

' Amm. ^f arccllinus, XIX. iL : Nomina tUularum . . . per stucipientes exaggerata . . . 
adusque proscriptioncs miserorumque suspendia pervenerunt ; and Salvianus, De Gubem, Dei, v. 
4. To put a stop to these malversations, the Emperor Anastasius instituted, near the close of 
the fifth century, official collectors (Evagrius, HUt, eccL iii. 42). 

* Codex Theod. xiii. I, 17. This law is of the year 399, but makes reference to an old 
custom, . . . cum soleat, it is said. 

* The Emperor Anastasius calls it, in 501, vectigal wmerabUe proma, Deoque invisuMf ei 
barbarit iptis indignum (ETagrins, Hift eccL ilL 89, 41). 

* Codex Tkeod* xt. % S, anno 380. 
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IV. — The PlebS; the Corporations, and the Collegiati. 

When we consider the privileged classes as such, we find 
that the Empire had two grades of nobility, — that of the state, 
namely, the high officers and titled persons ; and that of the 
cities, consisting of the curialesy and also of land-owners and mer- 
chants not included in the curia, who in certam circumstances 
were admitted to deliberate with the decurions.^ Collectively, 
these privileged persons made up the class of honestiores^ or 
what would have been called in France forty years ago le 
pays Ugaly outside of which were those who may be regarded 
as the ancestors of the mediaeval serfs, — in the country, the 
colonus or agricultural laborer; in the cities, the artisan, the 
freedman, and the petty tradesman, qui titensUia negotiaiur^ 
This plebs of the city and country formed a countless mass of 
human beings who were the pariahs of the Roman world. Aa 
early as the reign of Augustus, he who was called honestior could 
not be summoned into court by the kumilior. From the time 
of the Antonines, the penal law and the civil law clearly sepa- 
rated the citizens into two classes. The plebeius homo is excluded 
from the curia ; and in the matter of punishment, for a like crime 
the rich man is banished, the poor man dies under torture ; the 
former cannot be beaten with rods, the latter may be beaten to 
death.* From this time, whoever had municipal honors, any official 
position in the city, or a certain fortune in the state, was no 

* Inscriptions often say : . . . orrlo posxexsoresf^ue (Orclli, No. 3,734), or uterque ardo 
(C. L L. vol. ii. No. 3,745). Tlie appointment of the municipal physicians was intrusted ordini 
ft posspfsorihwt (Ulpian in the Digrst^X, 12, 1). A law of the Emperor I-co (Code, zi. SI. S) 
re<]uin>d, to render valid the alienation of communal property, the addition to the curia of the 
hnnornti rt poxseaxorfs, as in France it was formerly the custom to join with the muQici|ial 
councillors the heaviest tax-payers in voting extraordinary taxes. The passessores could not 
(]uit their city without exposinsr themselves to twofold taxation, since they remained nub- 
jcct to the munera of their native city, while also bearing those of their adopted place of 
residence. 

* See Appendix to this volume. 

* Ah aedilibus caeduntur (Diff. 1. 2. 12). 

^ Dig. 1. 2. 7, sect. 8. The exception ceased in cases of treason : . . . Cum d€ €o 
qntuntur nulla dignxKu a tormentis excipitur (Paulas, Sent. v. 29). 
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longer of the people : " Let the judge," says Constantine, " espe- 
cially consider the testimony of the honestior^ * 

But how distinguish one from the other? 

In the class of humiliores were all persons who had been 
inscribed upon the city registers as branded with infamy on account 
of their employment ; also, all the poor, that is to siiy, citizens 
whose property did not amount to fifty aurei, — equivalent to about 
$173, but doubtless a much larger sum then than now. In 
France, where it is so easy to rise above actual poverty, the 
average value of a working-man's household goods scarcely exceeds 
this sum, and those who do not possess even this, form a third of 
the whole male population. Hence we must conclude that the 
proportion of poor was much greater in the Roman Empire, since 
the great majority of the inhabitants were not, in spite of Cara- 
calla's decree, citizens pleno jure. The honestioTy on the contrary, 
had the privileges which were enjoyed by the civis Romanus 
under the Republic. 

In this mass of outcasts were, however, the producers, — those 
who by their labor supplied all the needs of society. The condi- 
tion in which we find this class, at the beginning of the fourth 
century, had been prepared by previous ages; but Constantine 
determined it. 

The idea of levying a portion of the tax in kind was so 
Roman, and had so long been in practice both under the Repub- 
lic and the Empire, that it had been extended to everjrthing. 
The treasury had undertaken to feed and clothe, with the supplies 
furnished by the provinces, the court, the officers of government, 
the army, and even those persons occupied with public instruction. 
Accordingly, perhaps half of the tax was paid in kind, with all 
the disadvantages attached to this method, which brought about 
numerous abuses and an enormous waste of the public resources. 
But in the matter of clothing and weapons, and those gifts of the 
Emperors to their servants of which we have elsewhere given the 
long and curious list,' luxury made demands which the tax-payers 
could not meet. Accordingly, imperial manufactories had been 
established for stuffs, dyeing, goldsmith's work, and the like, 

^ , . , Ut kaneitiorUnu poHui fides testanu habeatur (Codex Theod. zi 39, S). 
« Vol VTL p. 190, note 2. 
TOL> Tin* 3 
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making use of the raw material furnished by the provinces; for 
weapons only, there were not less than thirty-five of these work- 
shops. Artisans whose labor had been judged necessary for the 
cities or the government, formed also obligatory corporations.* 
Rome had two hundred and fifty-four bakeries. At the age of 
twenty, the son was required to enter upon his father's trade, 
unless he relinquished his right to inherit.* The charcoal-burners, 
lime-burners, teamsters employed in the transport of wood for heat- 
ing the baths, and many others, were enrolled. A law compelled 
freedmen possessing thirty pounds of silver to enter the corpora- 
tion of the unloaders.' Once registered, the laborer was, like the 
curials, bound for life.* 

In return, these fabricenses and artisans were exempted from 
munera, — an illusive exemption, which they held from their pov- 
erty much more surely than from the law, for it ceased for thc^e 
whose property, by any chance, became sufficient to enable them to 
provide for these charges.^ In 337 thirty-eight liberal or scien- 
tific professions obtained from Constantine a complete immunity. 
This time a real advantage was conceded, for in these careers 
there was prospect of acquiring a competency, and all persons 
possessing a competency at once fell imder the municipal yoke. 
But the favor was granted only "to permit these artifices to 

^ Codex, X. 47, 7 : Vestiarios, linteones, purpurarias et particarios qui devotiani nostrae 
deaerviurU (law of Constantine, undated). 

^ Codex Tkeod, xiii. 5, 2, anno S15, and xiv. 8, 5, anno 364. 

* Ibid. xiv. 11, 9, anno 368. 

^ Symmachus, urban prefect, writes to Valentinian II. : " You are aware that the rapport 
d this immense city depends on the corporations ; '' and he enumerates those who bring in 
sheep, swine, and cattle ; who transport corn, oil, and the wood required to heat the public 
baths ; ''who make ready, with industrious hands, the objects destined for imperial use ; or who 
suppress fires when they break out. It would be tedious to name all, — to specify the keepers 
of public houses, the bakers, and the numerous classes who, under various designations, labor 
for the country, patriae servientes '* (JEpisL x. 27). And he adds : Liquet privilegium vetus 
magno impendio constare Romanis. Jugi obsequio immunitatis nomen emerunt (ibid,}. Immunity- 
from municipal burdens was the main fact in the privileges granted to these corporations ; but 
there were many other advantages added to it, — for example, exemption from extraordinary 
taxes, and from certain taxes in kind. These advantages varied for each corporation, and 
we know but a few of them. Thus the navicularii received one solidus for every 1000 mo<lii 
transported, and they were allowed four per cent of waste (Codex Theod* xiii. 6, 7, anno 684) ; 
each cargo of 10,000 modii excused them from the land-tax for 60 jugera, and they were 
exempted from customs-dues on their merchandise (ibid, 14). The corporations which levied 
the tax in kind received as indemnity an epimetron, or additional measure, which was aa 
much as ^ of wheat and barley, and -f^ of wine and bacon. 

* Dig. xxvii. 1, 17, sect. 2, and 1. 6, 6, sect. 12. 
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become more skilful in their professions, and the better to train 
their children to the same." ^ The legislator of the fourth century 
seeks, therefore, to establish, even in the professions which have 
remained free, the principle of hereditary succession, which he 
strives to put in practice everywhere. " The mint-masters," writes 
Constantine in 317, *'must remain always in their workshops."*^ 
The fabricenses of the imperial factories, the navicularii who trans- 
port corn, oil, and supplies due to the state,* the metallarii,^ offi- 
cials, members of corporations serviceable to the state or the cities, 
are placed in the same condition, which is really one of servitude 
(serviimt),^ In the imperial factories the workmen are branded on 
the arm or hand with a mark by which they may be recognized 
in case they escape,® and they are collectively responsible for one 
another; the reparation for one man's error or accident falls upon 
the whole corporation, as in an officium if the chief has been 
punished by a fine, the employees collectively pay another equal 
in amount, or even larger. 

No mention has been made of the engineers, who at a very 
early date were attached to the legions, whom we find still thus 

^ * . . Et ipsi p^itiores fieri etfilios suas erudire (Codex, x. 64, 1). 

* Codex Theod, X. 20, i. Cf. ibid, xiv. 7, 1, and xil. 19, 2. There were ten imperial 
mints. 

* Dig. iv. 6, sect. 5. Whoever had a Tessel in the Tiber was obliged to put it, in case of 
need, at the service of the state {Codex Theod, xiv. 21, anno 364). To recruit the corpora 
tions of navicularii J crews were impressed, and sometimes owners (ibid. xiii. 5, 1, anno 869). 

* Sint perpetuo navicularii (Codex Theod. xiii. 5, 14, and 19, annis 871 et 390); 
Metallarii yui mifprarunt , . . ad propriae originis stirpem laremque revocentur (ibid. x. 19, 15, 
anno 424). In hia law De Sicarii« (Codex Theod. xiv. 4, 1, anno 334, and in the law of 317 in 
the Code, xi. 7, 1) Constantine shows extreme severity towards those who sought to escape 
from their corporation. No honor can withdraw them from it ; it even involves their lives 
(salutis etiam periculum subituro), if they attempt to escape. 

* Codex Theod. xii. 19, 2, anno 400, and Codex Just. 7, 7, anno 380. Besides the advan* 
tagcs gi.ven them by the state in the form of indemnities or exemptions from taxes, some of 
these cor)>orations were strongly guarded from comi)etition. Thus ail merchandise arriving at 
Ostia was to be unloaded by the government (saccarii). If the imi>orter wished to have hia 
goods landed by his own men, he was obliged to pay the treasury twenty per cent ad valorem 
(ibid. xiv. 22, 1, anno 364). These saccarii Ostienses remind us of the powerful corporation of 
porters at Marseilles. See in Vol. VI. p. 107, note 2, the organization of the company of the 
mines of AljustreL 

* Ibid. X. 9, 5; 22, 4; xi. 9, 3; and Codex Just. xi. 7, 2, and xL 42, 10. In certain 
cases the death-penalty was attached to this offence. Singulis manibus eorum/elici nomine pie- 
tatis nostrae impresso signari decemimus ... ui militiae quodam modo sociati (Rescript of Zeno). 
Those who concealed such fugitives were condemned to the same workshop (Codex Just. xL 
9, 3, armo 898). Shall we conjecture that the tattooing which the modem workman often 
baa made upon his arm is a reminiscence of this custom? 
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attached in the reign of Hadrian, and whose number doubtless 
increased with the number and variety of machines which engi- 
neering science had multiplied; but there is no doubt that they 
shared in the soldiers' lot, and were from father to son attached 
like the soldiers to the army. 

The corporations devoted to the public service included only a 
part of the artisans of the whole Empire. Those who had never 
belonged to them practised their trades freely, and, according to 
the Roman custom, united themselves in the different cities into 
guilds, whose formation the Emperors encouraged, and in some 
cases required.^ Some of these collegia were rich and important, 
as had been, and doubtless still were, the boatmen of the Seine 
and of the Rhone, and many other corporations of trades or 
mercantile pursuits, — the last remnants of an expiring prosperity. 
But lesser ones, formed by small tradesmen and artisans, vegetated 
miserably in city hovels. Of the degree of esteem granted to these 
we may judge when we find, in a tariff of fines, that a mere decurion, 
or a man belonging by birth to the curia (obnoxiits curiae), is worth 
five collegiati? Upon them rested the sordida munera.^ It is an 
old law, says the Emperor Majorian, that the collegiati be required 
to perform in turn, under the direction of the curials, all the ser- 
vile work of the city {ministeria urhium) ; * and this became the 
legal penalty of being incorporated into a college (collegiis applicetur). 
Accordingly, the incorporated artisan sought to escape from his 
prison, as did the curial from his. On the subject of persons qui 
conditionem propriam reliquieriinty the llieodosian Code says : 
*^The cities, deprived of the labor needful to them, have lost 
much of their prosperity, since many of the collegiati, abandoning 
their work, have escaped into the country, and live in remote 
and secret places ; let them be seized wherever they can be found, 
and brought back to their former work."^ 

1 Codex Jtut, xiv. 8, 1, anno 816. 
« Ibid, xii. 1, 146, anno 395. 

* The law of tho Justinian Code (xi. 16, 15, anno 382) enumerates these base tatki. 

^ Nov, Majorian, vii. sect. 3 : . . . Quae praecedentium legum praecepit aueiariia»» CL 
sect. 4. 

* Codex Theod, xii. 19, 1, anno 400; ibid, xiv. 7, 1, anno 397. 
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V. The CoLONi and the Slaves. 

From the city plebs we pass to the rural plebs, that which is 
subject to the capitatio terrena^ which in the Middle Ages became 
so merciless a taxation. The coloni of the treasury had originally 
been excused from municipal burdens that they also might not 
be in any way distracted from the culture of the imperial domain.* 
They had the family relations; they might possess property to be 
inherited by their sons, and they were admitted to bring suit in 
the courts; but their condition became worse as the class grew 
more numerous, and Cato's frightful language as to the slave {in- 
strumentum vocale) was used in respect to them. In the time of 
Ulpian they were reckoned with the ox, the plough, and agricultural 
implements, — attached to the soil, the instrumentuin fundi? The 
colonus was sold with the land which he cultivated. '• If he 
makes his escape," says Constantine, " let him be pursued like the 
fugitive slave;"* and such was, notwithstanding his title of free 
man, the degradation of his position that the healthy mendicant, 
by way of punishment, was condemned to be a colonus} 

The greater part of economic labor, as performed by the artisan 
and the colonusj became, therefore, very nearly servile.^ The 
feudal system used no harsher language towards the artisan than 
that employed by the sons of Constantine in a rescript: "Let 
them not dare to aspire to any honor, even if they might deserve 

^ Coloni quoque Caesari$ a mtmeribus liberantur tU idonetores praediis Jiscalibus habeantur 
{Dig. 1. 6, 5, sect. 11). On the formation of this class, see Vol. VI. pp. 14-18. 

' Dig. xxxiii. 7, 8. In instrumenta fundi . . . veluti . . . villicif boves domiti, pecoroy 
stercorandi causa parata, vasaque utilia culturae^ quae sunt aratray falces^ etc. 

* Codex Theod. v. 91, anno 332. Constantine forbade the dividing of families of 
eoloni when the land was sold to different owners (Codex Just. iii. 38, ii. anno 334). 
This was the application to the agricultural laborer of the favor which had been granted 
to the slave (see Vol. VI. p. 4), or rather it was the renewal of a provision of the laws 
by which the coloni had probably been long benefited. The coloni could possess as their 
own a peculium gained from the products of their farms, and, consequently, land bought 
with their own money. 

^ Codex Juit. XL 25, anno 382. 

* We have jost seen (p. 34) that the professions which we call liberal, those of the 
phytictan, architect, teacher, painter, scnlptor, etc., renudned free (Codex Theod. ziiL 4, 
1-4, and Codex JumL x. 64, 1). 
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it, the men who are covered with the filth of labor (pmni offiei- 
orum faece), and let them remain forever in their own condition " ' 
Thus was prepared what alarmed witnesses of contemporary agita- 
tions have called, while wishing it existed still, "the solid gear- 
ing of social conditions in the Middle Ages." 

The great evil of the ancient civilization had been slavery. 
The Church mitigated it in a fatherly spirit, for the reason that 




mercy is the whole sum of the Gospel ; but inasmuch as the Church 
does not propose to cliange either political organizations or social 
conditions, tlie evil itself was permitted to remain. Saint Paul 
assures the believers that they are all one in Christ Jesus ; ' but he 
makes them no promise of earthly equality. Accordingly, the bish- 
ops themselves held .slaves, (iven for their personal service. Those 
belonging to Georgios, archbishop of Alexandria, copied so many 
manuscripts for him that they made for him the valuable library 



> Codex Juxi. xii. 1,6: 
■Uve, calld him rtmli faer 
■ion had bci-n used by Cii^i 



desctniifna (_Co<lrx 
■o. Tht humilioret 



rrptllalxir. 'Dieodouo*. ipemking of ■ 
T/ifri'l. xvi. ;•, 31). The ume «xpra». 
rcre alvaj-s object* of contempt to tte 



* FtvTca ilatinj; (rom about the ye&r 900. Ftunting 
comb or Praetexiatut (Parker, Catal. Xo. ISSS). 

• Galaiian, iii. 21 



from a eubieulvm in tba cu»- 
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of which Julian speaks with envy.* In hia will Saint Gregory be- 
queatiis '■ to tlie Russian virgin " two iiiaid-servants, who, after 
her, shall belong to the church of Nazianzen. When, in the fifth 
century, the body of clergy became the greatest land-owners in 
the Krapire, they had, as such, multitudes of slaves, whom they 
treated mildly; but while they favored enfranchisements by pri- 




A HIIRPRKRD Ain> A WOHAIt 

vate individuals, they did not enfranchise extensively themselves, 
for they needed all these laborers to cultivate their vast domains.' 

Softened in character, but still preserved by the Church, sla- 
very was maintained by Constantine. who in certain cases increased 
the rigor of the penal laws applicable to slaves as such ; * and this 

> Lfller 9. 

* From the Vergil of the TUicu). 

* See on thii point the learned eiuy hy M. Fournier.' Le* AffinmehiuemetO* du cmquiimt 
ou AwfAne tieclf, in the Revue hUtoriq-ue, J»ouiry, 1H63. 

4 See OB this lubject, Vol. VII. p. &«>, note 2. 
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severity of the first Christian Emperor was not likely to inspire 
more pity in the hearts of those masters who had not learned 
compassion from the teaching of the gospel.* 

A society in which existed so many forms of servitude, and 
in which so many men were striving to escape from the condition 
into which they had been bom, was, indeed, sick unto death. 
The ancient slavery had produced terrible distress; but at least 
above it there was a class of free and proud men, capable of 
great things, and doing such. Above the forms of servitude which 
we have here depicted, what was there? Nothing. Liberty is 
sometimes a stormy life; but under despotism is formed only the 
stagnant marsh whence escape deadly miasmata. 



VI. — The Army. 

But did Constantine at least save the oldest and best of his 
country's institutions, that to which Diocletian had lately restored 
its discipline and strength, — the military organization? In the 
Early Empire the legion, with its cavalry, auxiliaries, and engines 
of war, was an actual army-corps, complete in itself ; and all these 
corps, the praetorians alone excepted, were alike. In the time 
of Septimius Severus there were thirty-three of these ranged along 
the frontier ; at the end of the fourth century there were one 
hundred and seventy-five legions,^ posted for the most part in the 
interior. During eighteen years of civil war the Emperors had 
gatliered around themselves, for protection against rivals, the be.st 
troops of the Empire, and had dismantled the lines of defence 
without caring for the Barbarians, who, moreover, were kept 
almost motionless outside the Roman intrenchments by the mem- 
ory of the heavy blows with which they had been chastised during 
the period of the tetrarchy. Of that which had been a need of 
the moment, Constantine made a principle of government. He 
didj it is true, intrust the protection of the frontier to corps per- 

* Cf. Wallon, //w/. de I'estdai^ge, Hi. 394. 

* Manpiardt, llandb. ii. 688, from the Notitia dignitatunu — Lefponum ncmen in exercitu 
permanet hwlie, $ed . . . robur infractum w/ (Vegctius, ii. 3). 
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iiiaiiently stationed there ; but he divided up the legionary army 
among the provincial cities where it seemed to him most thoi^ 
ouglily to protect his personal safety. This was the overthrow 
of that system whose value had been proved under Augustus, 
Hadriiin, and Diocletian ; it was also the destruction of whatever 
remained of the military spirit. "The small garrisons destroy dis- 
cipline," were the words of Trajan; and we repeat them after 
him. Read what 
an officer of Con- 
stantino thinks of 
these dissohite sol- 
diers whose cup is 
heavier than their 
sword, who are in- 
solent and rapa- 
cious towards their 
ffllow-citizens, and 
cowardly towards 
the enemy because ' 
tliey have become 
so effeminate." 

We have seen 
tliat the rule of the 
division of powers 
put in practice in 
the civil admin- 
istration had been applied to the army, and that Constantine 
had four or five different classes of soldiers. The domestici and 
srolares were two splendid corps who guarded the imperial resi- 
dences. When these soldiers appeared, on occasions of ceremony, 
standing in rank under the porticos or in the courtyards of the 
palace, their height, their gilded shields, their glittering armor, 
excited admiration.' All modern courts have also had these privi- 
leged corps, which seem to enhance the majesty of the throne 
and secure the safety of the sovereign. In reality, the protectores 

rapaz, ignaeu* eero in ko*le$ tl fraelva (Amm. Marceliinuii, 




BOMAIf BOHSEHAK (from TBAJAN'b COLUMN). 



' Fenx emi in muoi mile* 

i; Zo*lrom,ii. 34). 

' Corippiu (D« Latidib. JiMiai 



eq.) detcribei one of thcM 
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were only show-troops, as useless to the state as had been the 
praetorians, their predecessors, but less formidable than they, 
because less numerous. 

The comitatenses were of more value; but the principle being 
once admitted of dispersing the army through the cities of the 
interior, it was necessary to multiply the corps, in order to 
establish many small garrisons, reducing in each corps the number 
of soldiers, so that the treasury and the people should not be 
exhausted. Under Diocletian the legion still consisted of six 
thousand men, — this at least is the number of the Jovians and 
the Herculians according to Vegetius. Shortly after Constantine, 
it was impossible to put in the field a force of that number 
without calling out five legions; twelve were united for some 
trivial expedition into the Caucasus, and seven shut themselves up 
in the small fortified town of Amida, attacked by the Persians, 
and were not able to defend it.^ Five hundred years earlier, the 
legions had sufficed to vanquish Antiochus and subjugate Asia 
Minor ; but at that time the legion was that strong and supple 
body which has been an object of admiration to the great soldiers 
of every age. 

Nowhere, then, could there be found in the Empire of Con- 
stantine great masses of soldiers capable of encouraging ambitious 
designs ; and this dispersion facilitated the action of the magtstri 
mUitumy and even the indirect surveillance of the civil magistrates 
and of the curiosi, who were able very quickly to discover and 
denounce any project of sedition. To this we must add that, the 
infantry and the cavalry having each its own special chief, an 
army capable of efficient action could not be formed without the 
Emperor's will or without an agreement between these two chief 
officers; furthermore, that between these two there always existed 
jealousy rather than any dangerous cordiality; and finally, that 

* Amm. Marcellinus, xviii. 9; xix. 2; xxvii. 12 and 16 ; Zosimus, ▼. 45. Ilonorius, shut 
up in Ravenna, was joined there by five legions, forming a total of four thousand men, mod 
seven corps, collected by Stilicho for a very important expedition, gave him only five thousand 
soldiers in all. Upon which Tillcmont remarks that the legions had at that time sometimes 
twelve hundred men, sometimes even fewer, — seven hundred. (Cf. M^nu de VAcad* det inscr. 
XXV. 481, and Kuhn, Ver/ass. des rUm, Reichs, i. sect. 140.) Procopius {Hist, tecr, 24) giTcn 
the most melancholy picture of the army. We have already seen that the nobles refused 
service, and the notables of the cities were no less reluctant to enter the anny. Aup. 
Victor {Caes. 41) says of Constantine that he changed the military organization completdj. 
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the commissariat, entirely separated from the command, was 
intrusted to a civil magistrate, the praetorian prefect, who was 
also the paymaster of the troops,^ — and we shall see that, while 
the generals indeed had soldiers, they had not the means either 
to pay or feed them. The campaigns of Julian in Gaul show the 
dangers of these jealous precautions, as well as their inefficiency. 
In this system all possible provision had been made for the security 
of the Emperor, and very little for that of the state; an ancient 
writer attributes the ruin of the Empire to the military regula- 
tions of Constantine.' Zosimus might have added that palace- 
conspiracies were now to take the place of military seditions, while 
even the latter were not wholly to cease. 

Unlike the legionaries, the ripenses were permanently established 
in the districts where they served. With them and among them 
were old soldiers who, having attained the veteran standing, received 
a little piece of land on the frontier ; this was to be an heredi- 
tary possession, accompanied by the obligation for the son to take 
his father's place in the ranks, or else the land would revert to 
the state.' The same condition of military service was made 
to the Barbarians receiving Laetic^ lands from the Empire, — 

> Zosimas, ii. 33. 

' Zosimus, ii. 34. Lydus (De Magistr. ilL 31, 40) deplores the unguarded condition of 
the Danubian frontier after the dispersal of the troops through Asia. 

* Alexander Severus, Aurelian, and Probus had given the soldiers fields and farms, with 
the slaves and domestic animals necessary for agriculture, — a possession which became heredi- 
tary on condition that the son^, at the age of eighteen, should enter the service. Constan- 
tino made in 320 a general regulation of this matter. He decided that there should be 
granted to veterans new land, free from tax in perpetuity (vacantes terras, perpetuo immunes), 
25,000 /oil fs to buy what was needful for agriculture, one yoke of oxen, and a hundred bushels 
(motiti ) of grain and seeds (Jruge» pmmUcuae) ; the tax on sales (Utstralis collatio) not to be 
levied upon them for products of which the price was less than 100 foUes {Codex Theod, 
Tiii. 2, 3). A law of 366 gave tliem absolute immunity in buying and selling (ihid. 9). 
Under Constantine, and probably before his time, the soldier who harl the right of citizenship 
enjoyed exemption from taxes for himself, his father and mother, and his wife (. . . suum 
caput, patris et matris et uxoris . . . exnisent . . . ita tamen ut . . . vere proprias facultates 
excusent). He had this exemption for himself only if he served as an auxiliary. (See ( 'odex 
Theod, tit. vii. 20, 4, and Godefroy, commentary on this title.) Accordingly, the sons of veterans 
who sought to escape from their father's profession were carefully sought for, that they mi<;ht 
be compelled to return to the service, or that they might ho subjected to municipal burdens 
(muneribus atque obsequiis municipalibus, — Codex Theod, vii. 22, 1 and 2, ann» 319 et 326; 
and xiL 1, 15, anno 327; 18, anno 329). 

* Sec Vol Vn. 871, note 1 . These lands were not always of the best. Certain soldiers — 
in rsTolt, it is true — complained, as early as the time of Tiberius, that to the Teterans were 
giyen only swamps and rocky lands {po" nomen agrorum, uligines paludum vel incuUa tnontium* 
» BulL ijAgr, de la gauU, 1883, p. 1). 
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an ofScial colonization which probably succeeded no better than 
that attempted by France in Algeria. A great modem state, 
Austria, having established a similar organization, abandoned it. 
It is not thus that this matter was handled under the Republic 

and in the first years 
of the Empire. Then, 
after a victory, it was 
usual to give to Ra- 
man colonists the half 
of a city and of its 
territory ; and these 
colonies, rapidly be- 
coming prosperous, 
latinized all the West, 
and the northern part 
of Africa. 

While these ripen- 
ses were no very con- 
siderable force, the 
Barbarians received 
into the legions of 
the interior, into the 
corps posted on the 
frontiers, and even in- 
to the Palatine guard, 
were a danger. Still more imprudent was it to take whole tribes 
into the pay of the Empire. Constantine thus received forty thou- 
sand Goths, who served as a national corps {foederati). He believed 
it to be fur the interest of Rome to show Salians and Alemanni 
and Bnicteri in public office, and tlicir rude fellow-countrymen 
under the Htandards, as if the Barbaric world had no other desire 
tlian to live within the great civilized Empire, or, as the Emperors 
expressed it, "In the bosom of Roman felicity." "Let the Bar- 
barians supply soldiers," the court iorn said, " and then we can 
have gold from the provinces, instead of recruits."* The tax 
was a lucrative one, for exemption from military duty cost 




I' THE DOMESTICS.' 



' Nolilia dignitatum. Seek, p. 99. 



* Amm. MarccllJDUii, xix. II. 
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twent3"-five, thirty, or thirty-six gold solidi.* But this gold, 
levied upon Roman cowardice, went to the Barbarians ; and 
we shall see these dangerous auxiliaries warning their fellow- 
countrymen, left behind in German forests, of the designs of the 
Romans against them, and deserters from their ranks guiding 
bands of German or Persian plunderers to the pillage of the 
provinces.* In distributing the Goths through his cohorts, 
Claudius II. had said : *' It is a reinforcement that should be 
felt, and not seen ; " and Probus did the same, receiving into 
his army but one foreigner to every ten Romans. But this pru- 
dent limit was no longer observed. From day to day the number 
of Barbarians of every race increased in the Roman army; they 
filled the auxiliary cohorts, especially the cavalry, and in the 
streets of Constantinople their chiefs might be seen preceded by 
the lictors and invested with the consular toga.' Gratian went 
even farther than this : he took pleasure in wearing the cos- 
tume of those whom the Emperors of an earlier day had repre- 
sented on their triumphal columns as captives or suppliants ; and 

^ Codex ThfOfl. vii. 13, laws 7, 13, annia 375 et 897. Socrates (^Hist, eccL iv. 34) says 
Uiat Valenit raised the sum payable for exemption to eighty solidi. 

* A deserter from the Roman army guided the expedition of Sapor in Mesopotamia (359), 
after having revealed to him the coirlition of the troops and fortresses in that province ; it is 
said that the representations made by another induced the Alemanni to undertake the great 
invasion of 357. In 354, secret Information transmitted to the Alemanni prevented Constan* 
tins from surprising them on cross:: ig the Rhine; three Alemanni, who had the title of count 
and held important oflices at court, were suspected of this treason (A mm. Marcellinus, xiv. 
10). In the reign of Valentinian I. a secret correspondence was discovered between certain 
AhMn.inni serving in the Roman army and the king of this nation, whom the Emperor 
considered his most formidable enemy (ihifl. xxix. 4, ad fin.). We know how Gratian 
was preventiMl fn>m bringing aid to Valens after the disastrous battli* of Iladrianople. In 
respect to the great number of Barbarians serving in the Roman army, see the Natitia dig^ 
nitatnm and Richter, Das Wfstrdmische Reich, pp. 21 9 er seq. Like all German authors, Richter 
naturally finds this invasion very advantageous "for the rejuvenating of the world" (fUr die 
VerjUngung der Welt), This is the old and false theory that the youn^. rich blood of the Bar- 
barians renewed the impoverished blood of Gaul, — whence the Germans disappeared so quickly 
that they left but a very small number of words in the French language. 

* Amm. Marcellinus, xx. 10: Barbaras omnium primus ad usque fasces auxerat ut trabes 
consulares. However, no Barbarian names appear in the consular Fasti; but almost all the offi- 
cers mentioned by Amm. Marcellinus in the reign of Constantius have these names, and we 
have also seen that the Barbarians assumed Roman designations ; for example, two kings of the 
Alemanni were called Ursicinus and Serapion (ibid, xvi. 12). Eusebius (Life of Consfanfine, 
iv. 7) says that Constantine took pleasure in having them about him, that he loaded them with 
gifts and raised them to public honor. These Barbarians, except in the case of individual 
grants, had not the jus connubii with the citizens (Codex Tkeod. iii. 14, anno 370) ; but they 
soon became so numerous in the Empire that Honorius was obliged to remoTe this disability 
(Pmdentias, Contra Symmachum^ ii. 612). 
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two Germans, Magnentius and Sylvanus, after his time assumed 
the purple in Gaul. If we except the count Theodosius and a 
few other Roman generals, the great soldiers of the Empire in 
the fourth century are Merobaud, consul in 377, Mellobaud, 
count of the domestics, Bauto, Frigerid, Arbogast, Richomer, 
Stilicho, Alaric, — whose names indicate their origin, — not to 
mention those who, like the Sarmatian Victor, the Laetic Mag- 
nentius and the Frank Sylvanus, concealed their Barbaric origin 
under Roman names. Their presence in the great offices demon- 
strates tlie loss of the military qualities in the mass of the Graeco- 
Latin populations, as in the second century the advent of the 
provincial Emperors had marked the decline of the Italiot races. 

Thus Constantine divides the army, but at the same time he 
lowers its tone. He seeks to shelter himself from the shocks 
whereby thrones are overturned, and in so doing he enfeebles the 
state; but he does not prevent revolutions. What, compared with 
the legionaries of the Republic and of the Early Empire, are these 
soldiers recruited among the Barbarians or from the lowest classes 
of Roman society, whom Constantine brands upon the arm like so 
many criminal slaves,^ and whose profits and honors increase as 
their military value diminishes ? To the ripenses was allotted only 
two thirds the pay of the palatini; twenty-four years of service 
was required from them, instead of twenty ; ^ and into these corps 
were received those recruits whom insufficient size or strength 
excluded from the comitatenses,^ To this refuse of the army was 
intrusted the guard of the frontiers. 

A contemporary of Justinian writes that the army of this 
Emperor, which should number 645,000 men, consisted of only 
150,000,* — which does not mean that these were all that were in 
pay. A fraudulent absence from the standards was extremely com- 
mon among the troops of the Later Empire ; and this military crime, 

^ Puncturis iu cute punctis (Ve<^etiu9, i. 8; ii. 5). This had not yet become the custom in 
the reign of Diocletian. Sec, Vol. VII. p. 412, the 8tory of Saint Maximilian, where on the 
entrance of the recruit into the service the puttini; a leathern string bearing his number about 
the neck is all that is clone. A jurisconsult, contcmi)orary of Constantine, speaks of the tax 
on soldiers as like the tax on cattle {Di(j. \. 4, 18, sect. 8). See Vol. VII. pp. 188 et $eq. 

^ Codex Theod. viii. 1, 10, and vii. 20, 4. The same difference had formerly existed 
between the praetoriai cohorts and the legions. 

• Codex Theod. vii. 2*2, 8, anno 372. 

* Agathias, v. 13, p. 305 (ed. of Bonn). 
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whose frequency is revealed by a law of the year 406, evidently 
began much earlier, for Libanius, a contemporary of Constantine, 
mentions it with indignation.' The army bad for many yean 
fallen very low in 
public estimation : the 
Emperors, from jeal- 
ousy, had banished 
the higher classes from 
it ; a long-continued 
prosperity had turned 
away the lower classes. 
The Roman army, 
formerly so renowned, 




INSIONIA OF THE COUNT OF THK EOTPnAN FKONTIKB.* 



was now so despised 
that a master of the 
cavalry did not ap- 
pear worthy of any 
consideration from a 
provincial governor ; 
that not one duke ob- 
tained under Constan- 
tius the title of claris- 
simus, of which the 
Emperors were so lav- 
ish ; ' and that the qffidum of the soldiers employed in every district 
to pursue robbers {stationarii) was counted among the sordida munera. 
This contempt had produced its usual effects; feeling that he was 
despised, the soldier avenged himself by deserving to be so.* 
"We pay our troops," says Synesius later, "and we are obliged 
to defend them."* The army of Aurelian, of Probus, and of 
Diocletian was still a formidable one ; but from the time of Con- 
stantine, this mighty instrument of the prosperity of Rome was 

1 In hii treatise TIipl tm irpoaraoMi/- See Godefroy'a commentwr od the Uw of 406 
(Codex Tktod. vit. 4, 28 and 29) and upon the ifitlaiura, a poiiion of the militOTT par left 
at the diipoMtl of the gorernment by the difference between the number of toldiera on the lUt* 
and the nnmber pretent under the Btandaxds. I.at«r wc ahal] see with what miall anniM 
JnUan defended Uaul and undertook to conquer the whole Empire. 

* Notilia dignilalum, Seek'i edition, p. SS, and Bocking'i, p. 6T. 

* Amm. HarceUiniiii, xzi. 1«. 

* JWrf. wU. 16. • Lttttrlt. 
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but a worthless sword, ready to break at the first encounter. 
When once the Barbariam 
should come, there would be 
need of no long-continued 
efEorts to bring about tbe 
great destruction.* 

The rigorous classification 
which the Roman world bad 
undergone was not offensive 
to it; the Roman had al- 
ways been gratified by hav- 
ing his place definitely fixed, 
even were it at the foot of 
the social scale. The artisan 
was never ashamed of his 
trade, — he had his tools en- 
graved upon his tomb; the 
corporations had their ban- 
ners, which they carried on oc- 
casion of public festivities;' 

' See tie sad pictare drawn by Vegf- 
tini & halt-century liter. " The old dij- 
cipline ia lont. Our cavnlr}' have borrawed 
tlie weapons of tbe Goths, tbe AUni, nA 
the Huns, and our infaDtry ar« almost du- 
armed (pedila nudatos). They obUined 
from Grntiau permission to give up ro'o- 
et. Sie deteclu ptcloribxa et eapUilna . . . mutliludint sagiftarioram 'n'pt 
deleti tunl . . . ita jit vt non de pugna, ted de /uga cogiianl qui in acie nui/i txponimlur ad 
vulnera {De Rt milil. i. 20). Id the next paragraph he adds: " We no longer even know how 
to fortify a camp, huj'ut rei icienlta proriia inlercidil," As early as the reign of Gordian IJI- i' 
bad been necessary for Timcsitbens to compel the army to resume the old Roman cii»ia><> 
of fortifying a camp every night. 

' Ba»-relief from the tomb of P. Boitenos or Bertenos-Hermes, bedstead-maker (cte'nopt- 
ffos). On this bas-relief, of Parian marble, are represented compasses, a square, a plane, mi 
a fourth implement, resembling that now used by carpenters in tracing irregular curves. '^ 
triangle surmounts the nhole. (Museum of tbe Louvre.) See our Vol. VT. pp. 94 a ttq. 

* See Vol. VII. p. 16S. The Noiilia enamerates an immense number of legions, lolioris 
squadrons of cavalry, in garrison, in the cities and provinces. It has been inferred ihsi <!>' 
Empire bad a vast army, wi^i millions of men in actual service. Upon paper the enumentJco 
is very formidable, but history reduces these forces to very small proportions. With twenl;- 
five thousand soldiers only, Constnntine crossed the Alps to overtbrow Maxentius; with ei's 
fewer, twenty thousand, he made bis first campaign against Lioinius. The Count Theodosio' 
hi\A but thirty-five hundred to re-tako Africa from Firmus, which, in the time of Stiliiho. fi" 
tlxmsand re-conquer from Gildo. Julian has thirteen thousand when be drives back thegrest 




Carpexter' 
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provinces and cities had their emblems,^ the soldier his decorar 
tions, the fuDctionaiy his insignia, varying with the office, and 




THE flPSTKZ, ONK OF THE EHBLUIS OF KOTPT.* 

bestowed with it ; tlie judge did not appear at the tribunal with- 
out his. A purple belt with gold buckle distinguished the official 

Alemumic invauon ; twentj- tbouitaatl when he prepares to diipate the Empire with Conrtu- 
tioi ; in the expedition into PcMia, for which ho was a year in preparing, and withdrew neaHj 
all the troops from the other frontiers, he took with him into Babylonia, to strike his gre»t 
blow at the heri'ditary enemy, but sixty thousand men, of whom twenty thousand were em- 
ployed upon his thousand vessels ; and he says that when the war between Sapor And Cob> 
■tantine broke out, the Empire of the East was destitute of all military re»oarcea. Lattly, in 
almost rU the wars of the fourth century we nowhere sec, with the exception of the battle of 
Murut, any great forces hurled agunst the foreign enemy or a;;ninst the rebels. 

> On many coins we see characteristic emblems of Africa, E^ypI, the Cyrcnalea, and other 
provinces. On other coins there arc i-eirrn ciiiiniif in'irjnla. Cf. Or.-Henzen, No. 6,830, 
JDKription of the time of CoDstantini'. For military decoration*, «ee Ihiil. No. 6,8S0, and in 
the Index, p. 144. The omamenta consulnria, prnfinria. are well known. 

* Thii Tklnable cameo, in Oriental sardonyx, called the Tiizza Famcf, v eight centimetre! 
in dinmeter. The peraonage* represented are believed to be u follow* : teUed on the iidunx. 
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in active service, ifinpaKTosy from the mere titulary.^ The person 
adorning himself with insignia to which he had no right was 
punished, according to his station, with death or banishment ; 
and this legislation was ancient, for it is mentioned by Ulpian, 
Paulns, and Modestinus.^ The more evidently the Empire tottered 

to its downfall, the closer did the Emperors draw the 
bonds which they thought might retard the catas- 
trophe ; but these were only the wrappings drawn 
tightly around a mummy. Valentinian, Gratian, and 
Theodosius each promulgated many laws "for the 
maintenance of orders of rank/** 
This classification of persons retarded the action of society. 
The relations which men naturally have with each other, in which 
a free activity is displayed and intellect developed, being replaced 
by artificial and constrained relations, each lived confined in his 
comer, so that the mental horizon was low and narrow. This 
regime had now been long in existence, and consequently pagan 
society had long been powerless to produce men of distinguished 
ability; and although now the other, namely Christian society, 
which was just beginning to make itself conspicuous, was capable 
of forming such, the state still gained no advantage, for these 
men who aimed at Heaven, were indifferent to the affairs of earth. 

Iris, holding an ear of corn ; near the fig-tree, the Nile, with cornucopia; at the right two 
nymphs, protectresses of Egypt; in the centre, a prince, with the attributes of Horus-Apollo; 
above, the Winds, whose breath, slackening the current of the river, favor the inundation, while 
Horus-ApoUo, with his hydraulic pump, prevents it from being too much dispersed. The 
crocodile, hippopotamus, and ibis were also symbols of Egypt. (See Vol. VII. p. 91, a coin of 
Caracalla.) We have some reason to believe that this cameo, which was found in the ruins of 
Hadrian's Villa, may be of the Antonine period. The two figures of the upper part recall 
by tlieir pose the apotheosis of Faustina (Vol. V. p. 488). This cameo and the horseman o£ 
the Column of Trajan show, being compared with the designs given of the third and fourth 
centuries, how great and sudden was the decline in art (From the Museum of Naples.) 

* Lydus, De magistr, ii. 13. 

3 Dig. iii. 1, 1, sect 6; xlviii. 10, 27, sect 2; Paul., Sent, v. 25, sect 11. 
■ Egypt holding a sistrum (reverse of a gold coin of Hadrian). 

* . . , Ut dignilalum ordo serveiur. Cf. Godefroy, Paratitlon to Codex Theod. yL 6, 1 ; 
vol. IL p. 69. 
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VII. — Summary. 

The reign of Constantine, lasting thirty-two years, was the 
longest the Empire had known since Augustus. Time, therefore, 
was liberally granted to this Emperor. How he employed it, we 
have seen ; and we may now inquire what place it is fitting to 
assign him in the series of Emperors of Rome. A great place^ 
assuredly. At the same time there was much " miry clay " 
mingled with the iron of his statue. His military fame is derived 
only from victories gained in the civil wars; his penal laws are 
atrocious ; ^ and while he had upon his lips Christian words, he had 
never Christian sentiments in his heart.^ His reign is full of 
murders, his palace reddened with blood; he put to death his 
wife, his son, his father-in-law, and many of his near kindred, 
including young children. 

The organization of his army was bad, the policy of his later 
years imprudent, his financial system worthless, — although this, it 
is true, he inherited from his predecessors. 

On the pages of the Notitia dignitatum, where the insignia of 
the praetorian prefects are represented, we see women personifying 
the provinces, and holding in their hands vases filled with coins. 
It is a faithful representation of this Empire, in which the art of 
governing was reduced to the art of making gold.* And this gold, 

^ He abolished punishment by crucifixion, ameliorated prison discipline, and made a law 
favorable to poor children ; but he increased the number of offences punishable by death at 
the stake, condemning to it the Jew who should throw stones at a Christian Jew, the dis- 
honest tax-gatherer, the scribe wrongfully insertin<r a name in the list of exempts, the 
aruspex who entered a private house, the slave who married a free woman, the accomplices 
in an abduction, the counterfeiter, those who had secret understanding with Barbarians, 
the creditor who seized for debt the oxen and agricultural implements of the debtor, and 
others. He decreed that melted lead should be poured into the mouth of the servant-woman 
who had aided in the abduction of a young $rirl ; and workmen called haphii and (jynaecii, who 
spoil the material on which they work, may be put to death . . . gladio feriantur {Codex Just. 
xi. 7, 2), etc. Lastly, for the poor of this world he was far from having Christian considera- 
tion, preserving the distinction in penalties between the honest lores and humiliores (Codex 
Theod. xvi. 2, 5, anno 323). His sons resembled him in severity; one of their laws decrees 
the death-penalty against a paternal uncle marrying his niece (Codex Theod, iii. 12, 1). 

* Niebuhr (History of Rome^ ii. 3G0, Schmitz's edition) says of Constantine: '*He was 
certainly not a Christian." This is going too far; but we are justified in saying that Chris- 
tianity made no change in him. 

* Justinian (Nov. viii. chap. viiL) reminds the governors that their first duty is to collect 
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instead of being employed in works of public utility, maintained a 
sumptuous court, whose unbridled luxury recalls that of the reigns 
of Domitian and Nero. 

In the religious order, Constantine considered the bishops as a 

new kind of function- 
aries. The Byzantine 
Empire inherited this 
idea, and Oriental 
Christianity, with its 
Church enslaved to 
the civil power, was 
destined to remain al- 
most a stranger to 
the general work of 
civilization. Accord- 
iQgly> we sympathize 
with Athanasius, who 
still demands only re- 
ligious liberty, against 
Constantine, who re- 
fuses it, after having 
for a time been par- 
tially aware of its ne- 
cessity. 

In the civil order, 
while the Emperor continued the work of the Roman jurisconsults 
in introducing more justice in the family relations,* and while, 
mider the influence of the Church, he carried forward the chari- 
table measures of the Antonines in respect to poor children, he 
80 complete!}' established the odious principle of privileges and 
hereditary succession in the public service that he passed for its 
author in the eyes of succeeding generations' 

tbe tAies ; he repeat* this {Nov. xvii. ehhp. i.) : . , . Fettinare primum JUcalia tribvla negi 
vigilanlT. 

' NoliHa digniltUam. O. Seek, p. 9, and Bucking, p. 13. 

• According to the law nf the Twelve Tables, the father was all, ud the relati*e« oa 
the father's aide alone inherited- Tliis r\%ar was early softened : and Constance granted 
to tbe son, even in hi* father's lifelime. the ownership of the maternal property, and to 
tbe mother a thin) of the jiroperly of her deceased children. 

• A law of 428, reterrinx to the fact that the titles of the father w 
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It has been shown that the monarchy of the fourth century 
existed in germ In the imperial institution of Augustus.^ To 
arrest its development or to put the Empire upon another road, it 
would have been necessary to give Roman society a mighty shock, 

and this Constantine 

did not do. It is un- 
reasonable to expect 
a sovereign to be a 
great man ; the son of 
Constantius Chlorus 
was only a sagacious 
man. He had wit 
enough to die upon 
the throne, — a very 
unusual end for a 
Koman Emperor in 
those days: this was 
enough for him, but 
it was not enougli for 
the state. He did not 
see that in chaining 
the laborer to his 
plough, the artisan to 
his work-bench, the 
soldier to the stand- 
ards, and in obliging the son to follow his father's career in pub- 
lic office or in the curia, he struck with paralysis those forces 
which are de.stroyed when deprived of their natural action. 

To bad administrative measures disastrous economic practices 
were added. The fourth century saw the greatest effort that was 
ever made to realize the dream of the organization of labor by 
the state. What was the result of this memorable experiment ? 
The impoverishment of the whole community. In Campania, that 

to the ion and gr&ndsoD, add*. Secundam divi Conslantini comliliUione) (Codtz Tht'Al. 
vi. 2, 21). 

I VoL IV. chap. btxi. pp. 362-400. We have sought to follow in the reigns of itiicci'!!- 
■ive Euperon, etpecially from Hadrian lo Diocletian, the !<Iow evolution which tratuformed 
th« empire of Aagustns into an Oriental monarchy. 

* Notitia iligniiaium, Bocking, p. 123. 
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country favored of Heaven, whose soil had never been trodden by 
a hostile foot, there will soon be more than a half million jugera 
uncultivated; the eighth part of this fruitful province will be a 
desert, where neither a man nor a hovel will be visible. The rich 
plains of Apulia were already desolated by the pasturage of flocks 
which crowded out all agriculture, and along the Tuscan coast 
Rutilius will behold only solitude and ruins. It was the moTaria 
that caused the destruction of the Etruscan cities, once so flourish- 
ing. But who caused the maVana? They who had not been 
wise enough to keep up the defensive works of the old inhabi- 
tants, draining the soil and carrying off the stagnant waters. 
When such was the condition, just outside the gates of Rome, of 
the old Saturnian land, formerly so fruitful in men and harvests, 
magna pareiis fnigum . . . magna virum, what may we expect to 
find in the rest of the Empire?^ 

Successive generations necessarily inherit from their predecessors, 
the sons reaping what their fathers have sown ; and the historic 
circumstances of a people have much more to do in social trans- 
formations than has the will of the sovereign. We must not 
therefore ascribe to Constantine the whole series of changes whence 
emerged the Later Empire ; but more than all his predecessors 

1 The abandoned lands were so extensive that Theodosius recognized ownership after 
two years where they had been placed under culture (Codex Just, xi. 58, 8), and Hon<^ 
rius was obliged to relieve from all taxes 300,000 acres (528,042 Jugera), quae Campania 
provincia, juxta inspectorum rehUionem , , , in desertut et squalidis locis habere dignoMcitur 
{Codex Theod. xi. 28, 2, anno 3f>5). The entire title 28 should be read. It containt 
remission of arrearages and reduction of taxes in the provinces of Italy, Africa, and the 
East. Cf. II. Richter, Das Westrdm, Reich unter Gratian. Under Constantine even, Lac* 
tantius laments {Instil, divin. vi. 20) the frequent abandonment of children, caused hy 
the extreme poverty of the parents, and advised the poor ut se ab uxoris congresiione eor^ 
tincant. It was the Malthusian doctrine fifteen centuries before Malthus. The evil was 
80 great that to save the exposed chiM or slave, Constantine granted to those who should 
take up such children or slaves, the full right of father or master, subject to no invalidation 
(Codex Thcod, v. 7, 1, anno 331). But he gave permission to fathers to sell their new- 
born offspring, with a reserved right to redeem them later (ibid. v. 8, 1, anno 329). In 
the reign of Constantine, Amm. Marcellinus speaks of the " incurable wounds " made by tAx»- 
tion of the provinces: . . . Jnsanahilia vulnera saepe ad ultimam egestatem procineias fon- 
traxisse . . . quae res . . , penitus, evertit llhjricum (xvii. 5, and xix. 11^. In the time 
of (iratian, Symmachus (Ep. x. 42) shows a twofold result arising from the same cause, — 
the value of i^old coin prodigiously increasing, and the prices of commodities at the same 
tinu' diminishing (auri enormitate crescente . . , et quum in venalium majore summa solidus 
crnsfifitur, prctia minora penduntur), — which is to say that the circulation of g<^ hnd 
diminished, trafiic was declining, and the supply of commodities being greater than the 
demand for them, prices had gone down. 
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together, he impelled Roman society to take that inferior form of 
political organism. Now, to every kind of government correspond 
in the subjects peculiar virtues or vices. With a social organization 
in which each citizen has his designated place and bears a label 
which in most cases he cannot change, it would seem that danger- 
ous agitations were no longer to be feared, and that the most 
admirable order must prevail. But these men, who have no will of 
their own because they are no longer free, have no energy for 
good, and no protection against temptations to evil. Each man 
uses stratagem against the power that binds him, and seeks to 
regain by craft what he loses by submission. The Theodosian 
Code shows that in this new Empire there was neither thing nor 
person that could not be bought. Reduction of the census, relief 
from taxes, change of position, all was marketable. For him who 
pays, the collector has false weights, the judge has mitigated sen- 
tences, the executive officer and the recruiting officer have dis- 
honest favors. The heads of offices live by their subordinates, the 
generals by their soldiers. The new comer in an office or a cohort 
must make his gift ; a recruit in the corps of domestici is taxed 
fifty gold solidi} It is the very reign of baksheesh : up to the 
governors of the provinces there is no man who does not pay it 
to the officers of the sacred bed-chamber; and even the Emperor 
himself demands it from those to whom he grants a favor.^ At 
a later date Justinian, who professed to assign magistracies gratui- 
tously, required of a man receiving office that he should send fifty 
pounds of gold to the "very pious Empress."^ Originating in the 
Byzantine court, this contagious pest destroyed in the social body 
all that sense of honor which preserves public integrity, and spread- 
ing from man to man throughout the whole Eastern world, for 
fifteen centuries has undermined and mined it.* The Emperors 

> Codex Theod, vi. 24, 3, anno 304. 

* . . . Auri argenliqite collationibus . . . obnoxii (Codex Theod. xi. 20, 1). This is a law 
of Constantius. These gifts were an ancient custom. In the first years of the Kmj)ire the 
soldiers paid the centurions for exemption from certain tasks, vacationer (Tac., Ann. \. 17); 
leave of absence was also bought to such an extent that a fourth of each maniple was absent 
from camp ( /</., Hist. i. 46). The Emperor Otho undertook the payment of the vacationes^ — 
no doubt after examination of reasons ; but there is no certainty that this ancient exaction 
did not re-appear after his time. 

' Xoc. XXX. chap. iv. sect. 1. 

* When the French entered Egypt in 1800, a third part of all that was levied In taxation 
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themselves attest by their laws the reality of the evils which 
their government caused. To one of them Synesius says: ** Every- 
thing is bought."^ 

It will be said that Constantine founded the city of Constanti- 
nople, thus retarding for ten centuries the triumph of Oriental bar- 
barism ; that he caused Christianity to sit down with him upon 
the imperial throne; that without intending to do it, he prepared 
the way in Rome, deserted by her Emperors, for the pontifical 
monarchy of her bishops ; and that he thus stands midway between 
two ages in the world's history, — closing one, opening the other. 
These are great things, and we have already rendered merited 
honor to the Emperor who, amidst animosities and ambitions 
wrought to the highest pitch by the advent of a new cult, was 
able to maintain domestic peace undisturbed by political or reli- 
gious riots. But hi^ personal work, though in some respects bril- 
liant, is never solid. The peace which he established was not 
lasting ; if Constantinople did, indeed, exist for twelve centuries, 
it was but a miserable existence, with the exception of a few 
brief periods; and though at sight of the Church triumphant^ en- 
dowed with wealth and privileges, we might believe that virtue, 
justice, and all the minor morals were about to prevail, that the 
Emperors would be truly devout persons, that the state would be 
strengthened, the Barbarians driven back, and the Heavenly Jeru- 
salem established upon earth, — all this is, unhappily, far from the 
truth. Nothing was really changed. The level of public morality 
was no higher.^ The old capital had had sixty-six holidays in the 

remained in tlie linnds of the tax-gatherers (Giraud, member of the Inst, of Egypt, Afemoire 
sur r<i(incultun\ etc., 1822). 

1 Converninfj liot/alti/, sect. .'10. The superintendents of the cursus levied upon trarellen 
and provincials by different means, whose result, liowever, was always the same (^Codex 
Thrntl. \iii. .'>, 10, and 2, nnuis ;>jH el 364). The port olhcers fleeced the 8hi]Mua8tcra (Ca>- 
si(Ml(>rus, (ipwl IJockini;, Sot. Orri^I.^ Prarf. Urh. , . .). The army agents pilfcrod from Ihe 
soldiers* pay (fio<lefroy in the Codex 77<ef>r/. vii. 14, 28, 29) ; the naviculdrii, from the com 
they brought (ihid. xiv. 4, 9) ; and those wlio received taxes paid in kind, from the supplies 
bronc^ht in. The counts and the presidents re<piired the curials to pay to them in inonev, st 
ten times the real value, an e(juivalent for the supplies which were their due {ibid, vii. 4, 3*, 
anno 412) ; the receivers (susrepforcs) pilfered with lx)th hands: declaring their own receipt! 
fictitious, they compelliMl the tax-payiT to pay a second time (ihid. xii. (>, 27, anno 40O; ^V<»r. 
Vdlrnt. iii. tit. i. 3, sect. '{, anno 4.':0), and they paid into the treasury counterfeit coin (solidi 
tidnltirini) (ihid., law 13, anno :U)7). The recruitinjj: oflicers maile an agreement with the 
possfssons to accept as soldiers roloni no longer useful to their masters . . . quale* fiomini 
hnftert' /asfidiunf fVe'^ctiii'^. i. 7). 

* Wietersheim ( Vdlktrwanderung^ i. .358) is more severe. 
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year, the new waa to have a hundred and seventy-five ; * the 
combats of gladiators contiaued for many years longer ; Theodo- 




E PUOVIPBNCK, ASn POUR FIOURRS REPRESRNTINO VIRTUE POWX^ 
MILITARY SCtEMCB, AND rUJCITT.* 



sius sends to Rome Sarmatian captives "to serve for the amuse- 
ment of the people ; " ' and the festivals of the Maiuma continued, 
with all their scandalous representations.* Even in respect to the 

I Thcodosiu! reduced ihia number to » hundred and twenty-five {Codex Thtod. ii. 8, 3). 

* DiTJne Providence, and four figures representing Virtue, Power, Military Science, and 
Felicity (Bixking, i- lis). This design and another resembling it, but entitled The Divine 
Election, and with its four figures representing the Four Seasons, conclude the Notitia of the 
Eastern Empire. At this time, when insignia and symbols were so much in fashion, these 
two paintings were doubtlew placed in some connpicuoui position in the imperial offices. 

* Symmachus, Lefim, t. 81. See our Vol. VII. p. *.'.3. 

* Saint JohnCbrysostom,ril. 113, 114 (ed. of the Bcrnardins). His/rornifte], especially the 
forty-ninth, give a sad picture of the vices of Constantinople. The Maiuma, or )Iay games, were 
prohibited, aft«r some hesitation, in 399 (Codex Theod. xv. 6, 1-2), but these festivals quickly 
renippeared. AVhat Procopius relates of Theodora is well known. In the time of Amm. 
Marcellinus (xIt. 6). during a period of scarcity at Rome, all foreigners were retjuired to leave 
the city, even those belonging to the liberal professions; but all actors were retained, and 
three thousand dandng-girb with them. Gregory of Nyasa, who was employed In 381 by 
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clergy, a too rapid recruiting and hasty ordinations produced dis- 
order which shocked the Fathers of the Church.^ Literature and 
art never regained their lost splendor; and we shall see murders 
in the palace, sanguinary rivalries in the state, in the provinces 
civil war, and for the people extreme distress and poverty. 

The pagan Empire had lasted three centuries and a half; the 
Christian was to endure scarcely one century. They who proposed 
to save the world will not be able to preserve the Empire from 
the most frightful catastrophes ; so that while Christianity in these 
days did much for the individual, it yet did nothing for the state, 
and the words of Christ were fulfilled : " My kingdom is not of 
this world." 2 

Theodosius to reform tho Churches of Arabia and Palestine, leaves a sad account of the lioeii- 
tious life of pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem ; Saint Jerome confirms this testimonj in kb 
letter to Marcella, and Synesius in his correspondence. 

^ The Council of Nice, in its second canon, censures and forbids too hasty ordinntioDa. 
The most learned French moralist of the thirteenth century, Guil. Perraolt, bbjs (^Svmma da 
vitiiSf Book IV. chap. vii. art. 3) : " The day when Constantine established the empire of tha 
Church, a voice cried : Hodie infusum est venerium Ecclesiae Dei." Cf. Haor^a, Minu de VAoadm 
des truer, vol. xxviii., 2d part, p. 254. The author of course speaks only of the political 
authority of the Church. 

' Not until the Mediaeval period, in the presence of the barbarism brought in by tha 
German invasion, did the Church have an influence upon society. 




CHAPTER CV. 

OOISTAHTmS (MAT 23, 337, TO HOV. 3, 861). 

I. Murder op the Flavii; War with Persia; Death op Cok- 

STANTINE II. AND CONSTANS ; MaGNENTIUS (337-353). 

"TTTE have given a large space to the history of the two Emr 
^ ^ perors who organized the Later Empire, and to the revo- 
lution which changed the religious convictions of the Roman 
society. After thus narrating these great social facts, we shall 
have no further occasion to dwell upon administrative details, 
which belong to the province of archaeology, nor upon theological 
discussions, which make part of ecclesiastical history, except so 
far as either have direct influence upon events. We shall there- 
fore go on rapidly towards the fatal limit whither all things 
have for so long evidently tended, — the time when the unity of 
the Roman world vanished forever, and the final Barbaric invasion 
began. 

Constantine had left behind him three sons, two brothers, a 
brother-in-law, and several nephews, — the last survivors of this 
family of Roman Atridae. The sons were all young : the eldest, 
Constantine II., was twenty-one ; Constantius II. was twenty ; 
Constans was seventeen. The first lived so short a time that we 
know little concerning him; the third was but a boy. Only the 
second interests us here, because it was he who bore the principal 
part in the tragedy which followed the funeral. 

Constantius was small in stature and in mind ; in character, 
timid and crafty, at once feeble and violent, with extreme vanity, 
jealous of all forms of merit, and committing murder with per- 
fect indiflEerence when the crime might serve his interests or set 
at rest his fears ; and he suffered from constant fear, because 
he believed himself surrounded by plots. To conceal his youth 
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themselves attest by their laws the reality of the evils which 
their government caused. To one of them Synesius says : " Eveiy- 
thing is bought.'*^ 

It will be said that Constantine founded the city of Constanti- 
nople, thus retarding for ten centuries the triumph of Oriental bar- 
barism ; that he caused Christianity to sit down with him upon 
the imperial throne; that without intending to do it, he prepared 
the way in Rome, deserted by her Emperors, for the pontifical 
monarchy of her bishops ; and that he thus stands midway between 
two ages in the world's history, — closing one, opening the other. 
These are great things, and we have already rendered merited 
honor to the Emperor who, amidst animosities and ambitions 
wrought to the highest pitch by the advent of a new cult, was 
able to maintain domestic peace undisturbed by political or reli- 
gious riots. But hi^ personal work, though in some respects bril- 
liant, is never solid. The peace which he established was not 
lasting ; if Constantinople did, indeed, exist for twelve centuries. 
it was but a miserable existence, with the exception of a few 
brief periods; and though at sight of the Church triumphant, en- 
dowcd with wealth and privileges, we might believe that virtue, 
justice, and all the minor morals were about to prevail, that the 
Emperors would be truly devout persons, that the state would be 
strengthened, the Barbarians driven back, and the Heavenly Jeru- 
salem established upon earth, — all this is, unhappily, far from the 
truth. Nothing was really changed. The level of public morality 
was no higher.- The old capital had had sixty-six holidays in the 

remained in the hands of the tax-gatherers (Giraud, member of the Inst, of £gypty Attmoirt 
sur raf/riculture^ eti;., 18*i2). 

* Concfrninfj liof/nlti/, acv.t. 'AO. The superintendents of the curstis levied upon traveUcn 
and provincials by different means, whose result, liowever, was always the same (^Codei 
Tin oil. \iii. .'), 1<>, :in«l *J, nnuis ;>.j8 et 304). The port oflicers lleeced the ski|>-iiia«teni (Ca»- 
si(Mlorns, upwl Hockinj;, Sot. Orriti.^ Pmef. Urh. . . .). The army agents pilfered from the 
soldiers* pay ((lodefroy in the Codex Thcod, vii. 14, 28, *2I)) ; the navicularii^ from the core 
tliey bnnii^ht {ih'ul. xiv. 4, f>) ; and those who reeeived taxes [>aid in kind, from the supplief 
bron'iht in. The counts and tlie presidents rcipiired the curials to pay to them in moner, at 
ten times the real value, an e(iuivalent for the supplies which were their due (i^iV/. vii. 4. 32, 
nuno 112) ; the receivers (susrrjffon s) pilfered with both hands: declaring their own receipts 
rirtiti»Mi<«, they (•c)uij)elli'd the tax-payer to pay a second time (ihifl. xii. <i, 27 , anno 400; AVi. 
Viihut. iii. tit. i. .'i, sect. .'{, anno 4::0), and they paid into the treasury counterfeit coin {soiidi 
mhiltirini) iihid.^ law 13, nuno y«'»7). The recruitinu; olHcers made an agreement with the 
po.«fssnns to aetrept as soldiers rnloui no Ioniser useful to their masters . . . qitaieA tiomini 
hnlterfi fntliiHuut CVe''etin<. i. 7). 

'^ Wieter^heim ( Votkrnrnnderung^ i. .S.'iH) is more severe. 
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year, the new waa to have a hundred and seventy-five ; ' the 
combata of gladiators continued for many years longer ; Theodo- 




siu9 sends to Rome Sarmatian captives "to serve for the amuse- 
ment of the people ; " ' and the festivals of the Mdtuma continued, 
with all their scandalous representations.* Even in respect to the 

* Theodosiug reduced thif nnmbcr lo k hundred and twenly-fiTO (Codei Thtod. ii, B, 2). 

* DiTine Providence, and four figures representing Virtue, Poirer, l^IiliUry Science, and 
Felicity (Bocking, i. 119). This design and another resembling it, but entitled The Divine 
ElectioD, and with its four figurei repreientiog the Four Seasons, conclude the Noiitia of the 
Eaitern Empire. At this time, when insignia and symbols were so muck in fashion, these 
two paintings were doubtless placed in some conspicuous position in the imperial offices. 

■ Symmachus, LtUtrt, x. SI. See our Vol. VII. p. 4.'>3. 

* Saint John Chrysostom, vU. 113, 114 (ed. of tho Bemardins). Wu Homilies, especially the 
forty-ninth, give a sad picture of the vices of Constantinople. The Maluma, or May games, were 
prohibited, after some hesitation, in 999 (Codex Theod. xv. 6, 1-3), but these festivals quickly 
re-«ppe«red. \^'bat Procopins relates of Theodora is well known. In the time of Amm. 
HarcelUoDa (idv. 6), during a period of scarcity at Rome, all foreigner* were required to leave 
the city, even those belooging to the liberal professions; but all acton were retained, and 
three thousand dancing-girls with them. Gregory of Nyisa, who wa« employed in 381 by 
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of age, and seemed not likely to live ; Julian was but six : the 
age of the latter, the delicate health of the fonner, or else some 
circumstance of which we know nothing, saved them. They could 
at any time be put out of the way if they became troublesome; 
and as the three Caesars had no children, it was good policy to 
reserve the last scions of the Constant inian stock for some unfore- 
seen necessity which might arise. Eusebius, so often unfortunate in 
his eulogies, says that Constantine, after his death, still reigned; 
he thus exposes his hero to the suspicion of having, in his last 

instnictions, recommended this terrible work of bloody 
and in the mind of another ecclesiastical historian 
this suspicion is changed into certainty.^ But if 
Constantine believed that his brothers wished to 
poison him, he was not the man to leave the duty 
GOLD COIN a ^^ punishing them to others. We must also notice 

that these assassinations were financially profitable^ 
the murderers confiscating their victims' property.* 

The interlude which so tragically inaugurated the bloody scenes 
of which the capital of the Greek Emperors and of 
the Sultans was to be the theatre, had lasted nearly 
four months ; it was not until the 9th of September 
that the Caesars took the title of Augusti.* Imme- 
diately were erected in their honor, statues with the 
inscription, '"To the brothers who love each other." This waa 
perhaps for the moment true, but it did not so remain for any 
long time. 

The year following, in the middle of summer, they met at 
Sirmium, in Pannonia, to make a final division of the spoils.*" 
Constantius added to his share Pontus, Thrace, and Constantinople ; 





i>tantiu8 wished for hh death, no bishop could have prevented the murder. Julian, who 
lM>rn on the 6th <>f XovemlH»r, a.'U, was only half-brother to Gallus. **My mother," he aaji iik 
the Minojnujnu, }*ect. 14, "whose first and only child I was, died a few months after my birth.** 

* riulostoririus, ii. 17. 

^ The Caesar Delraatius (FL. DELMATIVS NOB. CAES.) on a gold coin. 
■ Julian, Lrttrr to the Athenians, sect. 6. 

* It was at lea<<t u[)on that day, according to the Chronicle of Idacius, thftt the Romaa 
Senate made a declaration recognizinj; the three .\ugusti. 

» The King Hannibalianus (FL. HAXNIRALLIANO HEGI), from a small bronze. 

* The Chronicle of Alexandria speaks of a first partition made in 337, which is said to 
have given Constantinople and Tlirace to the oldest of the three brothers. The question i» 
obscure and unim[>ortant. since if there was a division made in '^37, it was unmade in 388. 
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Constans, Elyricum; Constantine 11., the northwest of Africa. 
The latter, a man of impatient ambition, dreamed of his father's 
successes, who, beginning at Gaul, had subjugated the whole Roman 
world. Arianism prevailed in Asia, and the new master of the 
East was extremely favorable to it. His brother persuaded him to 
signalize their accession by the recall of the banished bishops. 
These exiles all belonged within the territory of Constantius, and 
were so many firebrands of discord sent thither. Athanasius, who 
had been exiled to Treves, was intrusted with a letter from Con- 
stantine II. to the Alexandrians. When we see this Emperor ad- 
dressing personally his brother's subjects, and the most turbulent 
city in the latter's domain, we cannot help believing that some 
perfidious intention was hidden in this message of the Orthodox 
faith. The inflexible bishop's return to his episcopal city was in 
fact destined to re-awaken the religious passions which would 
throw all the Eastern provinces into disorder; but these disturb- 
ances would secure to the Emperor of the Gallic provinces allies 
in the states of Constantius, as they had earlier given such to 
Constantine in the provinces belonging to Licinius.^ 

Ecclesiastical writers, who make it a duty to exhibit their 
gratitude towards the Constantinian family, have explained by 
religious motives many of the acts both of father and sons. It 
will probably be much nearer the truth should we substitute for 
the religious, the political motive, — as policy was at that time 
understood. To the statesmen of these rival courts it was axio- 
matic that since Arianism prevailed in the East, and Orthodoxy in 
the West, the master of the Western provinces should make himself 
everywhere, and especially outside of his own territory, the protector 
of all persons hostile to Arianism. We are justified in taking this 
view of events, first by its probability, and by the not very ortho- 
dox selection of high officers, pagans avowed or suspected, such 
as Anatolius and Magnentius, who were appointed by Constans, 
himself the fiery defender of Athanasius, — the one, prefect of 
Illyria,^ the other, commander of the imperial guards ; and further- 

' On the policjr of Constantine towards Licinius, see Vol. VII. p. 465. Of this Constan- 
tine II. could not be unaware. We shall see his brother Constans acting in the same way 
towards Constantius. 

* Eunapius, LioeM of the Philosophers, s. t. Prohaer,, p. 492 (ed. of Didot). 
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more, by the far from exemplary lives of these Emperors who 
with so much facility committed acts of injustice or crime. Tliis 
Constantine II., for example, who writes so pious a letter to Saint 
Athanasius, picks a quarrel with his young brother on the subject 
of the limits of their African possessions; and taking advantage 
of the fact that Constans is far away in Dacia, falls upon Upper 
Italy: it is there that the fortune of Constantine the Great had 
begun, and thence also his son hopes that his own may arise. By 
a hasty march he subjugates the valley of the Po, and arrives 
with his army in disorder near Aquileia, where an able general 
awaits him. More a soldier than a general, he impetuously 
attacks the enemy, who, falling back, draw him into an ambush. 
There he is killed, and his body, thrown into the Arsia, is 
carried by the waves down to the lagoons of the Adriatic. His 
death, following upon the massacre of 337, was a second simplifi- 
cation of the problem of the imperial government. Constantius 
permitted the conqueror to appropriate the provinces which had 
belonged to the dead Emperor, and claimed no part of them for 
himself (March or early April, 340). 

This unusual disinterestedness was rendered inevitable by the 
embarrassments which the Armenians and Persians were at this 
time causing to Constantius. Christianity had not subdued the 
whole of Armenia ; many nobles, indignant at this foreign invasion, 
made an attempt, upon the death of the old king Tiridates, to pre- 
serve the religion of their fathers ; they drove out the young king 
Ohosroes and the Christian priests. The religious revolution was 
naturally a political revolution also; the Armenians threw off 
their alliance with the Empire and yielded up their strongholds 
to the Persians. This defection, which brought with it that of 
the Albanians,* increased the danger upon the eastern frontier, 
which, even during the life of Constantine, Sapor had threatened. 
Constantius had no expectation of conquest; but to allow the 
Empire to be encroached upon would have been dangerous: he 
was therefore obliged to defend it; and this defence was for him 
a very serious task, since he could not, as his predecessor had 
done, call to his aid the brave legions of lUyricum. Left 
with the Eastern troops only, turbulent cohorts and undisciplined 

> A king of the Albanians accooif>anied Sa{K>r in the great invasion of 369. 
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auxiliaries, this military commander, « who had neither the heart 
of a sovereign nor the head of a general," * was not at all 
capable, with an army of Goths and " Arab robbers," of strik- 
ing decisive blows. On the other hand, Sapor had been very 
successful in reviving the warlike ardor of his people; but he 
could not give them such a military organization as would se- 
cure the conquest of Roman Asia. His contingents, levied for 
each campaign by local chiefs, had not the experience which 
standing armies possess; they lacked, moreover, the apparatus 
necessary for military engineering.* "They consider infantry use- 
less," says Julian; and their cavalry, excellent for raids, their 
cataphracti, whose onset on level ground was formidable,' had no 
value in sieges; and, as a result of the precautionary measures of 
Diocletian on this frontier, only successful sieges could secure to the 
Persians durable conquests. In these circumstances it was difficult 
for the two Empires to come into actual collision. Every spring 
Sapor crossed the Tigris, and Constantius the Euphrates. During 
a period of more than twelve years (338-350) many slight engage- 
ments took place, nine of which have been called battles ; but only 
one action, that of Singara, was of real importance.* The two 
banks of the Tigris were by turns ravaged, the unwalled cities 
sacked, and the fortresses besieged, but not taken. Nisibis, the 
key to Roman Mesopotamia, thrice resisted sieges, which .Con- 
stantius suffered to last each two or three months without coming 
to interfere with them,^ — an unprofitable war, which caused great 

' Julian says (Pan. i. 18) that the provinces of Constantius were destitute of military 
resources, and that his brothers refused to aid him. 

* Amm. Marcellinus speaks of their infantry as Julian does : they are merely servants 
(calanes) ; but he values their cavalry highly, which had profited, he says, in the matter 
of discipline and tactics, by the lessons which the Romans had given them (xxiii. 6, ad 
Jin,). At Singara they protected themselves by a moat ; at Nisibis they effected a breach in 
the wall of the city (Julian, Pan. i. 25) ; and we shall sec that they employed before Amida, 
in 359, the engines which they had captured in several cities of Mesopotamia. 

* Julian, Pan. i. 32. From Julian's description of the armor of the cataphracti, they 
seem to be the counterpart of Mediasval knights : " A coat of mail covers their shoulders, back, 
and breast ; the head and face are protected by a metal mask, making them look like glitter 
ing statues; the legs, even to the ends of the feet, have their armor, which is attached to the 
cuirass by a sort of metallic cloth, completely covering the body, even the hands, without 
depriving them of their flexibility.** 

* Amm. Marcellinus, xviii. 5 : . . . Nostrorum copiis ingenti strage confossis. Julian {Pan, 
L 24) dates this battle six years before the revolt of Magnentius, that is to say, in the year 346. 

* Julian, Pan. i. 24, 25, and iL 9. 

▼OL. vni. 6 
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destruction of life and property. After one more defeat of the 
Persians under the walls of Nisibis (350), the two adversaries, 
fatigued with this useless struggle, agreed, " without treaty or 
oath," ' in a tacit truce, which Sapor needed to repulse an invar 
sion of the Northern nomads, and Constantius to be at liberty to 
transfer his army to the Western Empire, where important events 
had just taken place. 




MAP FOR THE WAR BBTWEBN PERSIA AND THE ROMAN EWPIRC UNDER COmTAimro. 



The Persians had gained more by this war than had the Em- 
pire.' They had several times defeated its troops, ravaged its 
provinces, and threatened its fortresses, and Chosroes, whom Con- 
stantius had re-established on the throne of Armenia, had been com- 
pelled to return to his alliance with them and pay them tribute. 
The Emperor could boast only of Sapor's liasty retreat after the 
battle of Singara, and of the capture of that monarch's only aon 
But in this latter case Constantius had also to remember an 



' Julian, Pan. X\. Il< 
' " ConnUntiua had 



r the ftdTanUge fn it," wkj* SoontM (U. tS). 




CONSTAUTIUS, MAY 23, 337, TO NOV. 3, 361. 67 

odioufl crime. Diocletian had treated with consideration the chil- 
dren of Narses when they became his prisoners, and on their resto 
ration to their father they became for the two Empires pledges 
of a peace that lasted forty years. Constantius caused 
the heir of the crown of Ctesiphon to be scourged 
and put to death, — an impolitic act of cruelty, 
which must have left an implantable rancor in the 
heart of Sapor, and was doubtless one of the causes 
of the sanguinary persecution let loose, or rendered 
more fierce, against his Christian subjects.* 

In the West new tragedies were preparing. Since hia brother's 
death, Conatans had remained master of two thirds of the Roman 
world. What use did he make of so great power? We read of 
a success over the Franks ; hut he could not have gained much 
honor from this equivocal victory, bought rather than won, and 
it is very little for thirteen years of rule.' Athanasius repre- 
sents him as a saint ; Zosimus, as a tyrant ; Aurelius Victor and 
Zonaras, as a profligate of the most degraded tastes. Some blame 
his ministers, — which is to blame himself, since he selected or 
retained them ; others consider him violent, rapacious, and arro- 
gant with his soldiers. One author relates how he appointed a 
rhetorician general of the army," — which was not likely to please 
the professional soldier ; another, that his favorites were hand- 
some slave-boys bought from the Germans [pueros venustiores). He 
seems to have been a great hunter, — a quality which history does 
not admire in a sovereign. In reality, we do not know him. 
To accept or dispute the accusations and the praises which self- 
interest in either case lavishes upon him, we need to have in- 
formation which we do not possess ; namely, how he reigned. At 
the same time, to see how Magnentius flung him down, while 
not a sword was drawn on his side, we must admit that his grasp 
upon the helm of state could not have been very resolute. 
Everything must have been relaxed under a feeble administra- 

* HUemoDt datei thia p«neCDtioD io 343 ; if this b« K>, it could not have be«D an 
act of T«v«nge for the murder of Sapor's son at Siagara. 

* Idaciu* and Saint Jerome place in 342 his treaty witli the Franks, who at that 
tinM occupied Toxandria (Brabant), between the Meuse and the Scheldt. 

■ Eunapiiu, Prohaer^ ad Jin. 
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tion ; and ambitious designs, at first restrained by tbe great name 
which the sovereign bore, reawakened around the incapable ruler, 
and plots began to be formed.' 

Magnentius, of Laetic origin, had risen by his own ability and by 
much audacity to the position of commander of the Jovians and 
Herculians." He had partisans in the army; the count of the 
largesses, Marcellinus, furnished him, from the im- 
perial treasury, the means of increasing their num- 
ber : civil and military officers were, it appears, agreed 
in bringing about a revolution. On a day when Con- 
stans was hunting in a forest near Autun, Marcel- 
. linus gave an entertainment to the principal per- 

OOID COIN.* f '■ , , , 

sons of the court.* Wme mounted into men s heads, 
tongues were loosed, and invectives circulated. When Magnen- 
tius saw that the guests had reached a degree of insolence wliich 
imperilled their lives unless they passed from speech to action, 
he left the apartment for a moment, then returned with the purple 
robe and diadem. They saluted him Augustus and swore fidelity 
to him ; the guards hailed with acclamations this soldier who to 
many of them was a fellow-countryman, and in a single hour he 
became master of the palace, the treasury, and the Empire. CJon- 
stans, being informed, fled with all haste. Some time was wasted 
in finding his track; the Prankish cavalry sent in pursuit went 
as far as Helena, at the foot of the Pyrenees, before they over- 
took him. The Franks are the actors in this tragic drama: one 
essays to defend the dethroned Emperor ; another kills tiim ; a 
third grasps the imperial authority ; and later a fourth, Sylvanus, 

' Kiitropiiiii, X. 9; itilolerahUit ; Aur. Victor, Caei. il ; eiecrabilia; Zosimos, ii. *!. 

' Acfurdins to Zosimus and Aur. Victor, the family of Ma^entiua liul been Irmn*- 
iwrtcd friini riermany into (iaul nuar llic end of tliu third century ; hence Julian call* 
him {Pan. i. 2!)) "the miserable descendant of a German race reduced to (crritude.** 
11c W39 probal)ly neillicr \i».ziia nor Cliristiao, and wo are not juslificd in Mviog tbat tbe 
religions (lueMion had anything to do witb liis cluvation. Ilia coins are Chrislian. There 
hai been found in I'aris, in a spot corresponding with No. G8. ruo de Kivoh, a tomb with 
tbu [>azan formula dik rnambia and a coin of Magncntius, of tlie year 351, bvaring tbe 
Christian mciniisram. Tliu dead man was tliercforc a pa;;an; but his family liad on tcruple 
about placing in bis ri^lit liand, to pay bis parage into tbe other world, a Chmtian coin. 
Tills tomb also innrks tbe extension of Luletia upon the right bank of the nja {B*U, 
fpit/r. lit la fiiiuU, l«83. p. 1.1"). 

• Masnenlius (!>. N. MAGNENTIVS AVG). 

* The Fatti of Idaclus |iUcu thia event on tbe INtb of January, 850. 
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will do the same. Again we have an Emperor murdered, again 
R palace and barrack revolution (350).' 

The servile populations of the two Gallic prefectures and of 
Italy accepted their new master with docility. Vetranio, an old 
general commanding in Illyricum, was tempted by 
the example of this facility in seizing the imperial 
authority ; or, rather, his soldiers desired the advan- j 
tages which were to be obtained by an election; for'' 
he himself, on the first news of the usurpation of 
Magnentius, had sent assurances of his fidelity to the ^^^ ^^^ , 
Emperor of the East. Vetranio was a man of sim- 
pie manners and amiable character, a native of a wild district of 
Moesia, — still another proof that the heart of the Empire, already 
growing cold, no longer supplied emperors or generals, who now for 
more than a century had been furnished exclusively by the North- 
em provinces, adjacent to the Barbaric lands. A man of very 
low extraction, Vetranio had remained extremely ignorant, and in 
skilful hands might be made a very useful tool. Constantina, the 
widow of Hannibalianus, resolved to employ him in carrying out 
designs whose exaet nature is unknown to us. This ambitious 
daughter of the great Constantine, who, honored by her father with 
the title of Augusta, believed that this distinction gave her the 
right to intervene in the government of the Empire, herself bound 
the diadem upon tlie old soldier's head (March, 350). The two 
usurpers found it for their advantage to unite. They sent to Con- 
stantius a joint embassy, ofFering him alliance or war. Constantius 
would have been disgraced and ruined if he had taken the hand 
thys extended to him, red with his brother's blood ; a spirit of re- 
Tolt would at once have invaded his armies and his generals. On 
the other hand, the risks of war were formidable, — his legions, 
which had not been able to conquer the Persians, were scarcely to 
he believed a match for all the forces of the West. He decided, 
however, upon war;' and we shall not feel obliged to account for 
this by the story of a vision which was spread abroad among his 
troops, in which, it was said, the great Constantine appeared to him, 

* Anr. Victor, Caet. 41 ; Eutropini, x. 5; Zosimns, ii. 42; ZonkTM, xiiL t. 
' Vetranio weftring ibe diadem (D. N. VETRANIO P. F. AVG.). 
■ See Peter Pktriciiu, pp. 129-131 (ed. of Bonn}. 
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holding in his arms the body of his murdered son and calling for 
vengeance. Artful negotiations, which preceded hostilities, were able 
to break the alliance of the two usurpers. The treasxuy of Con- 
stantinople was better filled than that of Illyricum ; the soldiers and 
lieutenants of Vetranio were secretly approached, and were won over 
by gifts or promises. The haughty Constantina, disappointed in 
Vetranio, regained her brother's confidence, — serving doubtless as 
agent of his secret measures. Under pretext of supporting Vetranio 
against the Gallic usurper, Constantius sent troops into Macedon, 
and proposed an interview, to which the old general agreed. It 
took place at Naissus,^ in the presence of the two armies ranged 
around a tribune, where the two Emperors met each other (Dec. 24, 
350). The sight of the son of Constantine, the memory of the 
victories of the great Emperor, which Constantius brought to 
mind in a skilful address, directed ostensibly against Magnentius 
only, but really against him who had enticed the Illyrian legions 
into disloyalty, produced its effect upon men already prepared to 
be convinced. The cry of *' Death to usurpers ! " was heard on 
every side ; instantly comprehending his peril, Vetranio threw oflE 
the imperial insignia and knelt at the feet of Constantius. The 
latter, feeling that he had no need to protect himself by a death- 
sentence against this incapable old man, sent him away into a 
sumptuous exile in Pnisa in Bithynia, where the discrowned 
Emperor lived six years.^ 

Magnentius was not so easily overpowered. He possessed both 
the virtues and the faults necessary for a usurper, — courage, a 
certain amount of ability, and an unscrupulousness which made it 
easy for him to rid himself of possible enemies by executions, and 
to increase his resources by forced contributions, his troops by 
levies among the Barbarians, and his party by advances to the 
pagans.^ He made other advances to the orthodox party in the 
Eastern Empire, following the habitual policy of the Emperors of 



* This is the place mentioned by Saint Jerome in his Chronicle. According to 
(iL 28), the interview occurred at Sirmiura. 

^ Zosimus, ii. 43, 41 ; 8o<Tates, ii. 2S. 

'He authorized nocturnal sacrifices, which must have gratified the pa^n9, who were 
namcrous in the East (Codex Thcod. xvi. 10, 5). Julian {Pan» i. 29) asserts that he required 
from the <'itizens half their income, under penalty of death. But this asaertion occurs in 
Julian's panegyric on Constantius, which leads us to suppose it exaggerated in the mAtter of 
the amount required. 
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the West, sending his ambassadors to Constantius by way of Alex- 
andria, in the hope of gaining Athanasius to his cause. An 
attempt of Nepotianus, who seized upon Rome (June, 351) and 
reigned twenty-eight days, was quickly defeated ; his mother, 
Eutropia, the sister of Constantine, and many of his partisans 
perished with him. Others succeeded in escaping 
to Constantius,' " whose camp became an asylum 
for Roman senators." For the defence of the prov- 
inces which he was about to leave, Magnentius ap- 
pointed as Caesars his two brothers, Decentius and 
Desiderius, doubtless assigning to one of them Gaul, hsdium bbomzk.* 
and to the other Italy ; then he went in search of 

his adversary in the plains of Fannonia, bounded by 
the Save, the Drave, and the Danube. Constantius, 
with his army increased by the lUyrian legions of 
Vetranio, advanced from Sirraium (Mitrowitz) to 
Mursa (Esseck) and Siscia (Sisseck), three strong 
positions, which were held by his garrisons ; he 
halted at Cibalis, — a place which seemed to him especially for- 
tunate to his house, since there his father had Brst defeated 
IJcinius, — and intrenched himself strongly, while his cavalry 
scoured the adjacent plains/ Magnentius employed part of the 
Bummer in manoeuvres designed to draw the imperial army out 
of its intrenchments : he defeated one of its detachments ; he took 
Siscia, at the confluence of the Culpa and the Save; and if this 
be not an error of Zosimus, he attempted to capture Sirmium, in 
the rear of Constantius' army, the taking of which place would 
have laid open to him the Eastern provinces. Constantius made 
war in two ways. An envoy was sent by him to offer peace to 
Magnentius, on condition that the latter should renounce the pre- 
fecture of Italy. This proposition was haughtily rejected ; but 
while negotiating with the usurper, the envoy sought to incite 
<lefections among his troops, — at least, a few days before the 

■ Julian, Pan. i. 42. 

> NepotUuiua (FL. POP[iUu«] NEP0TTANT8 P. F. AVG.). 

' The C«e»ar Decentius (MAG[nuB] DECENTIVS N[ohilisunias] C[aM»t]). 

* CitMlIa WM situaiecj on an eminence near Lake Hiulcas, equidistaiit from the DrmTo and 
the Sktc, od the road leading from Mutm lo Sirmium. It ii thought to be in the Dcighborbood 
of either Hlkaitofii or Vincoucze. 
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battle of Mursa, the Frank Sylvanus, a distinguished general, went 
over to Constantius with a large body of cavalry. 

Winter was approaching, and Magnentius would soon be obliged 
to fall back into Italy ; he made an attempt first to take the 
stronghold of Mursa. The garrison held out bravely, giving 
Constantius time to hasten up with an army more numerous than 
that of Magnentius. The shock was terrible ; as in ancient battles, 
half the combatants (fifty thousand men) perished: they were 
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the best troops of the Empire, which for many years remained 
enfeebled from this tremendous loss. The imperial cavalry, 
especially the catapbracti and the mounted archers, had the honors 
of the day. Tlie Prankish and Saxon auxiliaries of Magnentius 
for a time held back the victors by their desperate resistance 
(Sept. 28, 351).' According to an ecclesiastical writer, Sulpicius 
Severus, Constantius remained in prayer in a church while thirty 
tliousand men were dying for him ; upon the testimony of others 
we learn that a cross, appearing in the sky, announced his victory 
to tlie Eastern populations.' 

■ Kiiiro|miR, X. 13; Aur. Victor, ('aa. 43. Zoaimiu (ii. 46-6!l) gint » toBg Bad con- 
fqiicd narrative of tliti campaigD. 



Note. — Sarcopbagua of Arlea. Prometheas, aided hj Minerra, foRiii bko. Tba aool, 
n-prcKDt«d aa a winged girl, i» brought hj Mercury; tlie Parcaa and oUtar dinmitiM 
a| proach. (Museum of the I^onvrc.) Sec oppositG page- 
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While Magnentius, escaping to Aquileia, was fortifying the 
mountain passes, an edict of Constantius promised safety to those 
of his partisans "who had not been guilty of any one of the five 
crimes which the law punishes with death/' ^ The appearance of 
the imperial fleet on the Italian coast brought about many defec- 
tions. Rome, which had been the scene of fearful slaughter after 
the defeat of Nepotianus, threw down the images of the usurper; 
Africa and Spain saluted those of Constantius as soon as the fleet 
appeared near their coasts; and gold sent to the Barbarians of 
the Rhine prevented Magnentius from obtaining soldiers from 
them.* The surprise of one of the forts guarding the defiles 
of the Julian Alps opened to the Eastern troops the gates of 
Italy, and at the same time their vessels entering the Po, com- 
pelled Magnentius to abandon Aquileia. He gained a slight ad- 
vantage near Pavia, but was nevertheless driven back into the 
Cottian Alps, where he again endeavored to make a stand. But 
this army which had retreated from one lost battle-field to another, 
all the way from the interior of Pannonia, reduced in numbers 
and in courage, did not resist in the last encounter. Magnentius 
fled as far as Lyons. He there learned that the great city of 
Treves had risen against Decentius; this was a signal for all the 
Gallic cities. In danger of being given up to the conqueror, 
Magnentius fell upon his sword. These events had occupied the 
year 352 and the first half of 353. It was said that before tak- 
ing his own life, Magnentius had killed his mother, a kind of 
German prophetess, and his brother Desiderius; Decentius, the 
other Caesar, defeated by the Alaman Chnodomar, whom later we 
shall meet in arms against Julian, took his own life (August, 353). 
Thus this Barbaric family, which had so audaciously assumed the 
purple, disappeared entirely. The amnesty, with its vague terms 
intentionally employed by Constantius, saved no one ; judicial 
executions took place everywhere, even in Britain, whither Con- 
stantius sent Paulus, nicknamed Catena, " the Chain," one of his 
most crafty agents,' and seven years later Julian found in Gaul 
numerous partisans of Magnentius, who lived there as proscribed 

1 Codex Theod. ix. 88. 
' Zosimoa, iL 58. 

* . , . In complicandis negotiii dirusy unde ei Catenae inditum est cognomentum (Amm. 
Ifarcellious, xir. 6, and xt. 8). 
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persons. Amm. Marcellinus, the only historian of the time who 
is trustworthy, because he alone is dispassionate, has drawn in the 
first book which is left of his History a picture of this implacable 
vengeance. A word was enough, even a vague rumor, to make 
an innocent man a criminal ; ^ and while blood flowed in tor- 
rents, Constantius celebrated at Aries, with splendid festivities, the 
thirtieth year of hip imperium? 



n. — Constantius sole Emperor; Gallus and Julian; 

Sylvanus. 

Once more the imperial power was held by one man alone. 
But what a sovereign was this, — suspicious, surroimded by eunuchs 
whom he obeyed,® and by courtiers who took advantage of his 
timidity, exciting his suspicions* that they might obtain the prop- 
erty of his victims! "Whether," says Amm. .Marcellinus, "any 
enemy of the accused man pressed him or not, as if the mere 
fact that his name' had been mentioned was sufl&cient, every one 
who was informed against, or in any way called in question, was 
condemned." ^ During his reign the customary formalities of justice 
were often omitted. Accused persons were condemned after secret 
trial; confessions, extorted by torture, led at once to the death- 
penalty: he who did not confess perished also. 

Men are safely led only when the best sentiments of their 
nature are appealed to ; and Constantius had never the gracious 
frankness which wins fidelity, or the energy of character which 
compels it. He loved low methods of government, — espionage, 
the informer s trade, meshes ingeniously woven, even aroimd those 

^ Tlie eighteen books of his History which we possess cover the period from 858 to 879, 
and will be our chief guide. 

' Appointed Caesar in November, 828, he was invested on that day, not with the imperial 
dignity, which he did not receive till the year 837, but with the authority represented by Ibe 
word imperium, which belonged to the Caesar. 

* Amm. Marcellinus (xviii. 4) says ironically of one of these, Eusebiui by name, that Ibe 
Emperor was favorably regarded by him. Julian calls Constantius ** a man asleep, who is 
incessantly duped" (Disc, vii. 18). 

^ . . . Impendio Hmidusy semper se. feriri sperabat (Amm. Marcellintit, xtL 8). See in 
this section the unjust proceedings instituted against innocent persons. 

• xiv. .'), 
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who were ready to serve him faithfully, but, wounded by this jeal- 
ousy, became his enemies. He remained, tlierefore, crushed under 
the weight of a grandeur due to circumstances only, and far too 
heavy for him to support. 

He was in Pannonia, awaiting the attack of Magnentius, 
when the news which came to him from the East decided him 
to establish in that portion of the Empire a supreme command, 
in order to give unity to the defence of the provinces. This 
lieutenant miglit become formidable, but he was necessary. Con- 
stantius believed tliat the person least to be feared 
would be Ilia cousin Gallus, the son of Constantius 
tlie consul, who had been murdered by the Emperor's 
command some years earlier. Gallus and his brother 
Julian, the last two surviving princes of the imperial 
family, had been relegated, one to Ephesus, the otlier '"*'■'* ™™' 
to Nicomedeia. In 344 tliey had been placed together, the better to 
keep watch upon them, in the castle of Marcollura in Cappadocia, 
at the foot of Mount Argaeus ; here they lived sequestered from 
the world, constantly mindful of the murders of the year 337, 
and never without fear of seeing the executioner arrive for them 
also.' Attempts were made to tranquillize the fiery nature of 
Gallus and the precocious austerity of Julian by religious exer- 
cises of every kind, — pilgrimages to the tombs of martyrs, 
prayers at these holy shrines, sacred chants in the churches, read- 
ing aloud the Scriptures to the assembled congregations.^ Con- 
stantius, ordering these procedures, seems like a Merovingian 
king preparing for the tonsure those of his race of whom he did 
not choose to rid himself by means of the poniard. The usur- 
pation of Magnentius, and the circumstance that Constantius re- 
mained childless, caused a change in the condition of the young 

> GallDB Caewr (D. N. CONST ANTIVS IVN. NOB. C). 

* Jnlian, Lrller lo the Alhenlann. 3, nnd Socrates, iii. 1. 

* £u9ebiu«, bishop of NiconicJci.-t. tinil been ihe director of Jnlian's earliest studies, and 
Satint Cyrillus asserts that tbe young prince was baptiicd, — which is, however, very imjirob- 
able, it being at tliat lime the custom, even for others than the imperial family,^ ^. 7., SS. Am- 
brose and Augustine, Euscbius of Caesarea in Cappadocia, Syneaius, etc., — to receive baptism 
very late in life. Gregory Nnzianzcn (Invecl. i, 30) relates (hat it was proposed to have a church 
built by the two brothers, each constructing half of it, and that the part assigned la Gallus was 
completed, while an earthquake threw down Julian's. The earth was not so much in fault; Julian 
had been inteDtionally negligent in his share of the work (Sozomenua, v. 2). 
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princes. Gallus, at the age of twenty-five or six, was appointed 
Caesar, and invested with the government of the Oriental prov- 
inces (March 15, 351). The precaution of having him swear 
upon the Gospels that he would undertake nothing against the 
Emperor did not seem to Constantius a sufficient guarantee ; he 
gave to Gallus for adviser and guardian an experienced soldier, 
Lucillianus by name, and for wife his sister Constantina, widow 
of Hannibalianus, hoping that the Augusta, whose pride would 
be at last satisfied, would secure her husband's fidelity; and he 
reserved to himself the appointment of the officers of the Asiatic 
army and of the praetorian prefect and the count of the East, 
who should receive his private instructions. No death-penalty 
could be ordered by the Caesar without the count*8 authoriza- 
tion; and on one occasion the latter took the opportunity to 
show to all men how much authority he whom they called their 
sovereign possessed, by opening the doors of the prison into 
which Gallus had thrown the magistrates of one of the cities.* 
In the very palace, the quaestor, who as government secretary 
was present at all councils and gave effect to all decisions, was 
much more the Emperor's agent than the Caesar's. The latter 
had, therefore, in reality a title only, and no real authority. 
Obliged himself to remain in the Western provinces, Constantius 
desired to have the chief place in the East filled, so that no man 
might be tempted to seize upon it. In the political organization 
of Diocletian the Caesar was a lieutenant of the Emperor; Con- 
stantius returned to this order of things, but exaggerated it. 
His too skilful schemes defeated themselves ; they exasperated 
a fiery young man whom more confidence might perhaps have 
retained in obedience, and who, moreover, up to this time, had 
done nothing to deserve such treatment. 

^ Amm. Marccllinus, xiv. 1. See what this historian relates of the proceedings of tbe 
prefect Thalassius, who made it his occupation to exasperate Gallus. The name of Caesmr, tbe 
hereditary cognomen of the p:ens Julia, originally belonged to all related on the father^t Mm 
of this house; accordingly, we have designated the Ninth Period of this work as that of the 
Caesars (Vol. IV. p. 401). Verus, the adopted son of Hadrian, assumed the name of Caesar* 
and henceforth it designated the heir-apparent, but conferred no special aathoritjr. The 
Caesars of Diocletian (Vol. VIT. p. 863), heirs of the Augusti, were invested with exte&fire 
powers : each had his capital city, his army, and his treasury ; they exercised executivet judi- 
cial, and military functions. Under Constantine the Caesars are boys designated for tlie Im- 
perial station ; under Constantius they are lieutenants with very limited authority; mad aller 
Julian the title and position ceased to exist 
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Rejoicing at his exchange of a prison for a throne, whose 
insecurity he did not at first recognize, Gallns threw himself 
eagerly into all forms of pleasure, going so far even as to scan- 
dalize the frivolous inhabitants of Antioch. For his pleasures, 
however, he had need of money, and he procured it by exactions 
and acts of injustice. Constantina, herself extremely rapacious, 
seconded him by aid of a system of espionage which she had set 
on foot to surprise imprudent words and the most secret domestic 
conversation.^ She sold everything, — justice, pardons, and offices, 
to make for herself what the rulers of that day regarded as the 
one safeguard of their thrones; namely, a well-filled treasury. It 
is our misfortune up to this time to have found in all this royal 
race no one person, Constantius Chlorus excepted, whom we are 
able to esteem. 

In 354 a period of scarcity caused popular tumults in Antioch. 
The mob gathered around the palace, demanding bread. "Address 
yourselves to the governor of the province," Gallus said to them ; 
"provisions are scarce only because he chooses to have it so." 
This was a confession of his own powerlessness ; but it was also 
a cowardly act : the unfortunate governor thus designated to the 
popular frenzy was torn in pieces. The capital of the East was 
in a state of tumult ; Isaurian robber-chiefs ravaged many of 
the provinces ; the Arabs pillaged the lands adjacent to their 
desert; the Persians resumed their raids in Mesopotamia; and 
the Caesar put a stop to none of these things.^ Constantius, who 
had given the Caesar no freedom of action, was angry at the lat- 
ter*s supineness, and rej^olved to destroy his tool, rendered useless as 
much by the suspicious jealousy of the chief as by the character 
of the subordinate. Tlirough Doraitianus, the prefect of the East, 
he sent an invitation to the young prince to come to him in Italy ; 
and when Gallus iiesitated, the prefect said roughly : " Do you not 
imderstand that it is a command? If you fail to obey, I shall 
stop the supplies of the palace." The quaestor used similar lan- 
guage. Gallus incited his guards to murder the two officers, and 

1 Amm. Marcellinus (xiv. 1) says of her: Megaera quaedam mortalisy imJUsmmatrix 
$aevientis anidua, 

• In 852 the perpetual quarrel between the Jews and the Samaritans had once more set 
Palattine in a blaze. The lieutenants of Gallus repressed this outbreak with the cmel^ 
hjibitoal to the Romans in dealing with a Jewish insurrection. 
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their dead bodies were dragged through the streets of Antioch ; 
he then pretended that a conspiracy existed against his own life. 




TBB CKEATtON OF MAIf, ON A OtAiS CUP I 



and employed this pretext to put to death, after the semblance of 
a judicial proceeding, all who appeared to him ohjects of suspicion.' 



* Pronetlicus ia forming « MMue; Epimctheus holds out to him a lamp of cIaj; 
Titan, iloiibl1c»ii Allaa. looks on U the work. Above the bordcrinf; is another mmn, lying am 
his back, posnibly ttie fourth son of lapctnn, Menoetiu?, whom Jupiter rmote with » tbiiader> 
bolL Below, A child is playing near a reclining woman, pcrranifying the Earth. Legead : 
nPOMHOEVC ANGPOnorONIA YOOMHeEVr. Cf. Robert Mowat, Rev. orcWit, NoreBber, 
1882, p. 291. 

* In respect to the cruelties of Callus, lee Amm. Mnrccllinai, xiv. 7, and putkolv^, !■ 
Met. 6, the torture and death of Eusehius, an innocent person. 
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This was not a revolt, for there had heen no order to take up 
arms ; but it was an open insult offered to the Emperor.' 

Constantius feigned to believe in the existence of a plot against 
Gallus, and strove the more to bring within his reach the Cae- 
sar, — for whom, it was said, a royal robe was secretly weaving 
in the city of Tyre. He sent friendly messages to the young 
man ; he insisted upon the neee-ssity for both of them to come to 
a cordial understanding upon the great interests of the Empire ; 
and he reiterated the invitation for Gallus to come into Italy, bring- 
ing him his wife, " that beloved sister whom the Emperor ardently 
desired to see." Meantime he recalled those officers who appeared 
to be devoted to Gallus ; he withdrew from him as many troops 
as possible, under pretext that unoccupied soldiers soon lose their 
habits of discipline ; and the unfortunate young prince soon found 
himself completely in the toils of this skilful hunter of his own race. 
Constantina " knew perfectly of what her brother was capable," 
and did not deceive herself as to the affection the Augustus had 
for her ; but her personal appeal seemed to be the only possible 
way to avert the danger ; she set out for Italy, and died upon 
the road. There was nothing left for Gallus to do but to obey. 
At Hadriaiiople he was met by the order to dismiss his attend- 
ants; at Poetovium he was deprived of his insignia as Caesar; at 
Pola, in Istria, after a mock trial, he was beheaded, dying at the 
age of twenty-nine (354). Constantius even took vengeance upon 
his dead body, refusing to allow it 
burial in the tomb of the Fhivii. 
Many of his advisers perished with 
him, and Ursicinus, the ablest gene- 
ral of the Elastern army, was con- 
demned to death by a secret council. 
But before the execution of the sen- 
tence his services were needed, and 
his life wns accordingly spared." Such 

was the sad condition of the servants of this government, already 
exposed to secret accusations and mysterious sentences. 

I Amm. Mftrcellinus represents CoDstau^ui at Myin;; Uiat justice had been acomed b; 
GftUus, and that his detestabls conduct had drawn upon him the vengeance of the lain. 
* Julian, Letter to Ihe Alheniani, D ; Amm. MarceUinus, xv. 2. 
■ (ilau cup found at CologDe (Muhiuui of Berlin). 
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A few months later, another tragedy occurred. Sylvanua, as a 
reward for his services in the Pannonian campaign, was employed 
in checking the Barbarian incursions into Gaul. Julian blames him 
for having done no more than buy their retreat with gold extorted 




from the cities. But Juli.Tn, just appointed Caesar at this time, 
wa.«( composing a eulogj- on tlio imirdfirer of all his kindred, in 
which he is guilty of repeating tlie cjilumnies of the eunuchs and 
the courtitTfl against the faithful general whose pliice lie was aboat 
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to take. In despotic courts the servile troop, in order to maintain 
its own credit, is wont to parade a zeal for the monarch's safety, 
manifested by craftily awaking suspicions in his mind and by 
giving currency to calumnies which grow as they circulate, and 
come to the master's ears, who is himself always ready to regard 
as guilty every person accused of political offences. Forged let- 
ters were attributed to Sylvanus. His friends were immediately 
arrested, and an imperial officer, sent into Gaul to bring the general 
back to Italy, acted so precipitately that Sylvanus, believing him- 
self ruined, sought safety by assuming the imperial dignity. He 
caused himself to be proclaimed Augustus at Cologne just at the 
moment when Malaric, the commander of the Franks of the guard,* 
had succeeded in proving his innocence before the imperial tribunal 
at Milan. Ursicinus was sent out to him, bearing complimentary 
letters from the Emperor and the assurance that his titles were 
to be preserved to him, but with secret orders to send him to 
Milan and to take his place at the head of the army. Ursicinus, 
however, incited an outbreak among the troops, and the soldiers 
murdered him whom twenty-eight days before they had invested 
with the purple (August, 355). All who were suspected of being 
his partisans perished at the same time, among them the two 
counts Lutto and Maudio, whose names indicate their origin. 



III. — Julian in Gaul (355-361). 

In studying the career of Julian we find ourselves confronted 
with one of the most singular figures in history, — a man who 
must be loved and respected, yet whose political course must be 
condemned. 

Thrown upon himself during eighteen years of a sort of cap- 
tivity, Julian had pursued, like Marcus Aurelius, his hero, an 
ideal of perfection ; ^ becoming Emperor, he had so lofty a con- 

^ . . . GeruUium rector (Amm. Marcellinus, xv. 5). 

' . . . QuaW/>a6ii/a9ua«(/amanimoa^5ii^/tmi(>ra«can(/^n^icon^tV«n.« (Amm. MaroeUinu^ 
xxi. 5). ... Rectae perfectaeque rationis imagine congruens Marco (ibid, 1). In his Seventh 
Discoune, sect 17, ad fin,, Julian says : ''O Jupiter, or whatever be the name which pleases 
thee, ihow me the road that leads upward to thee I ** 

VOL. VIII. 6 
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ception of his duties that he wrote : " A king should have the 
nature of a God." ^ But his mind, extremely clear in questions 
of administration and of war, was often lost in a region of 
dreams, and the solitude in which, for political reasons, he was 
long held, developed this natural inclination. He loved, in his 
nocturnal meditations, to hearken to the inner voices of his mysti- 
cal imagination, ever dwelling upon Nature and upon the myste- 
rious. He tells us that as a boy he often left his books to 
follow with devout gaze the triumphal march of the sun, or to 
contemplate by night the splendors of the starry sky.^ In the 
worship of " the divine Star," the noblest of idolatries, he recog- 
nized the religion of his fathers,^ and in Christianity he now 
hat.ed the religion of his persecutors.* However, he drew from 
the Christians* books, which he carefully studied, those counsels 
to virtue which harmonized with his own philosophy, — for one- 
self, purity of soul and body; towards others, benevolence.* Even 
when Emperor he preferred Socrates to Alexander, the life of the 
mind rather than the career of arms.® All of affection that ex- 
isted in this cold nature — which indeed knew friendship, but 
never love^ — was towards humanity, which he would fain render 
happy ; towards the gods, whom he adored with an ardent piety ; 
towards the forces which his dreamy imagination invested with 
life ; and, unfortunately, towards those superstitious practices which 
philosophy had already long ago condemned. 

His brother's changed condition had done no more than 
lengthen his own "gilded chains." He was permitted to leave 
his Cappadocian prison and go to Constantinople, where, as a 
humble student, he attended lectures. His prudent reserve and 

* Letter to ThemiMius. He writes to him again : " O my friends ! I could have wished to 
have no other occupation but to converse with you, as heavily laden travellers sing on th« 
road to lighten the weight of their burdens." 

' Julian, Oration on the Worship of the Sun^ sect. 1. 

• Sec Vol. VII. p. 485. 

^ In his Letter to the Christians of Alexandria^ he says that he was himself a Christian ap 
to the age of twenty ; that is to say, the year 350. In his oration against Heraclius the reader 
should observe the history of his childhood, charmingly told by himself. 

* In his letter to a priest, written shortly before the expedition into Persia, he sajn tliat 
in his childhood, poor thous^h he was, he gave to the poor. I^ter we shall see how he helped 
to found benevolent institutions. 

• Letter to Themistius, 7. 

^ See, in the Misopogon^ sections 8, 11, and 27. Also Amm. Marcellinus (xxt. aeetti) : //a 
iut*iolaia castitcUe enituit, tU post amissam conjugem nihil unqnam venereum ntfitarei. 
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his industrious and modest life did not prevent men in search of 
all the chances of the future from seeking the friendship of the 
young prince. Constantius soon found him a centre of too much 
observation, and an imperial order relegated him to Nicomedeia, 
with a recommendation not to attend the lectures of Libanius, 
the most famous pagan rhetorician of the time, who taught in that 
city. Constantius already suspected Julian of pagan tendencies, 
and did not propose to allow him to become a leader for the par- 
tisans of the ancient cult. The Emperor s anxiety was not ill 
founded. Julian read in private the discourses of the eloquent rhe- 
torician to whom he was not allowed to listen ; the Iliad was his 
gospel. Homer and Plato were the enchanters who ruled his mind ; * 
and he caused himself to be secretly initiated at Pergamus by a 
pupil of lamblichus into the Neo-Platonic doctrines, and at Ephe- 
sus by a thaumaturgist into the mysteries of the condemned cult.^ 
He had at first addressed himself to the aged Aedisius; but the 
sage replied : " My body is in ruins ; it is a fallen edifice : 
question my children." The sons of his soul were Maximus 



^ Julian, who wrote and spoke in Greek, except in the fulfilment of his official functions, 
seems not to have been familiar with Latin literature, although Libanius says that he had read 
a few Latin authors. It would have been a useful counterpoise, of which he had great need; 
the same is true, however, of the most illustrious theologians of the East, — of Gregory Nazianzen, 
Saint Basil, and almost all the Nicacan Fathers, for whom it was necessary to translate into Greek 
Constan tine's opening address. I do not say that the knowledge of Latin would have tran- 
quillized the disputatious minds of the Greeks ; but I call attention to the fact that the larger 
number of the heresies, and the greatest of them all, Arianisim, sprang up in the Hellenic East^ 
while the West was never seriously disturbed in that way. If the Greeks of the fourth cen- 
tury had been conversant with the works of Cicero and Sallnst, of Caesar, Livy, Tacitus, and 
the great jurisconsults of Rome, their loquacious subtilty would have given place to a well- 
balanced eloquence. They would have had an appreciation of realities, and also that sen- 
timent of patriotism in which they are completely lacking, — and which we find at least 
in a few despairing words of the Pannonian Saint Jerome. Latin literature is a great 
school of reason and of patriotism ; Greek literature of the fourth century is not this. To 
say that the people of the West were more devoted at that time to public affairs, would not, 
however, be true. It was that their language and their mental character were not adapted to 
metaphysical discussions ; and while their social virtues were no more active, that which they 
sought from their religion was not so much controversies as it was consolations and hopes. 
At the same time it cannot be denied that the great theologian of the Western Church, Saint 
Augustine, seems, by his subtleties, to have breathed some Oriental atmosphere. 

• Gregory Nazianzen (Invert. 55, 56), who carefully collects all the legends concerning 
tJulian, says that in the midst of the ceremony the neophyte, alarmed by the apparitions 
which crowded around him, instinctively made the Agn of the cross, and that the phantoms 
at once Taniihed. We have already come upon (Vol. VLL p. 415) this belief in the power 
of the sftcred sign to drive away demons. 
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and Priscua, and these two philosophers were Julian's constant 
companions during the rest of his life. 

The young prince divided his life into two portions, — one 
for the £mperor and his jealous court, the other for himself; 
carefully concealing his preferences, and under this constraint 
constantly sinking deeper and deeper into hatred of the religion 
which drove him to this double-dealing. This was not the 
heroism of the Christians, willing to die rather than deny the 
faith. But there are no martyrs to paganism, and Julian felt 




r ZBU8 Ain> ATHcm.' 



no obligation to conform his soul to the external acts which 
were required of him. A most serious political question was 
involved also : Were the pagan divinities finally conquered, 
and was Jesus to be forever triumphant ? In his struggle 
against the Christians Julian saw a sacred cause, and himself 
the defender designated by oracles at this time current among 
the pagan subjects of the Empire.' With ideas like these, dis- 
simulation was no longer unworthy. No man has ever cen- 
sured Solon's feint of madness, nor that of the elder Bnitus. 



• O. Rayet, Monumenli <le Pari antique. 



* Sotomena*. v. S ; TlwadorM, iiL I. 
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Plato, while disbelieving in the gods of Athens, spoke of them 
in such terms that he did not imperil his life; and Libanius 
praises Julian for having *• obeyed the dictates of prudence." ^ 

Being summoned to Milan after his brother's death as a sus- 
pected person whom the Emperor wished to have in his immediate 
presence, Julian lived at court for seven months, never secure of 
his life from one day to the next.^ When the courtiers perceived 
this short, thickset man, awkward in manner, with pointed beard, 
and wearing the philosopher s cloak, his forlorn appearance caused 
him to be an object of ridicule to them all. A woman, the 
Empress Eusebia, made herself his protector.' Shall we attribute 
her conduct to pity at sight of this last scion of an illustrious 
house obliged silently to endure the insolence of eunuchs and of 
guards, or shall we conjecture that, being herself childless, she 
wished to secure a friend in the heir-apparent to the throne ? 
Noble natures are so rare in this family that for the sake of 
finding one we are glad to believe in the sincerity of her whom 
Julian himself calls ^' the good and beautiful Eusebia." * She 
induced the Emperor to grant him an audience, and Julian obtained 
permission to withdraw into Asia and take up his residence on 
a small estate which he inherited from his mother, and which, 
when later he gave it to one of his friends, he describes thus : 
"It is twenty stadia^ distant from the shore, and therefore un- 
disturbed by trafficking merchants and clamorous or quarrel- 
some sailors. A hillock near the house commands a view of the 
sea, the islands, and the city which bears an illustrious name ; • 
and the ground-ivy, the thyme, and other aromatic herbs will 
afford you constant gratification. When with tranquil attention 
you have pursued your studies and wish to relax your eyes, 

1 Libanius, ii. 270 (ed. of 1627). 

* . . . ntpi Twv fVxoToDv . . . Kivdvvfinv (Julian, Letter to Themistius). 

* After the death of his first wife, Julian's sister, Constantius had married, near the close 
of Uie year 332, Eusebia. a lady of consular family. 

* A foolish conjecture has been made, ascribing Eusebia*s interest in Julian to a tenderer 
tcntimcnt than sympathy. But the Empress saw him only once, at the beginning of the year 
355, and again for a few days at the close of the same year. Eusebia was, it is true, a very 
beautiful woman (Amm. Marcellinus, xviii. 3); but the cold and austere Julian, whose passions 
were all intellectual, is not the person for the hero of a romance. Libanius (ii. 325) speaks of 
him as more chaste than Ilippolytus. 

' [About two miles and a half.] 

* Constantinople. 
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the prospect of the ships and the ocean is delightful. In this 
retirement I found many charms when I was a boy, for it has 
fountains, a beautiful bath, a garden, and an orchard; and when 
I grew up, I was still so fond of it that I frequently resorted 
thither, and my obtaining it seemed to be a special favor of 
fortune. It affords, too, a small memorial of my agriculture, a 
sweet and fragrant wine, which is good even when it is new. 
The grapes, both when they hang on the vine and are pressed 
into the vat, are as fragrant as roses. Why, then, you will say, 
did I not plant many more acres with such vines ? Because I was 
not a very keen husbandman ; and besides, as mine is a temperate 
cup, there was always enough for myself and my few companions. 
Such as it is, my dear friend, you will now accept it. However 
trifling the present, it is pleasing both to give and receive ^from 
house to house,* according to the wise Pindar." ^ 

While Julian occupied himself with these pleasures of rural 
life for the sake of escaping from the scrutiny of Constantius, the 
latter lived in the midst of suspicions and in perpetual fear. 
Some imprudent words let fall by a governor of Pannonia at a 
banquet were transformed into a plot, which the Emperor punished 
with cruel tortures and executions ; at the same time Sylvanus in 
Gaul was driven into revolt. The Empire appeared to Constantius 
to be full of treasonable schemes ; and lest the brother of Gall us 
should incite revolt in the Oriental provinces where he had made 
his home, the Emperor ordered him to go over into Greece to live, 
- - a country in which he owned not an acre of land, and knew not 
a person. Julian however at once obeyed, and went to Athens 
(July, 355). 

This precautionary measure of Constantius was far from being 
an act of wisdom. Since Alexandria and the great Asiatic cities 
had been occupied with theological disputes, Athens had again 
become the most vital centre of Hellenism. "Each land," says 
Himerius, " bears its own peculiar fruit : that of Athens is elo- 
quence." Men believed in the old gods, or at least spoke of them 
with the art of rhetoricians and the subtilty of sophists; and 
Christianity was there subjected to an animated and brilliant 
criticism, both as to its history and its dogmas. When in the 

1 Letter 46. 
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midst of this crowd of masters and disciples Julian appeared in 
his philosopher's cloak ; when his eagerness to learn was manifest, 
and his ability to discuss with the wisest, — many pagan hearts 
turned eagerly towards him, and many Christians, divining their 
secret enemy, said among themselves, " What a monster Rome 
keeps here I " ^ But the future Emperor hid his thoughts from 
all, unless it were the hierophant of Eleusis, whom he secretly 
consulted;^ and these scholarly enthusiasms, this sincere interest 
in all knowledge which made him live in the far-off past, and of 
which the courtiers at Milan scoffed, served to protect him against 
the jealousy of Constantius. 

Since the defeat of Magnentius the Emperor had continued to 
reside at Milan. The war with Persia — a war of merely preda- 
tory character — could easily be left to the generals in command 
in the invaded provinces ; upon the lower Danube all, as yet, re- 
mained quiet. But serious dangers appeared in the West, and 
turned away the Emperor's attention from the eastern capitals 
that he might remain near Gaul and Illyricum. The Pannonian 
frontier was always harassed by the Quadi and the Sarmatae. 
Constantius had been obliged, in 354, to hasten against the Ale- 
manni, who, masters of the Decumatian lands, were seeking to 
obtain a footing in the northern part of Helvetia ; also from Gaul 
came news of disaster. To increase his own army, Magnentius 
had withdrawn the garrisons from the Rhenish frontier; and these 
posts had not been again fortified, owing to the revolt of Sylvanus : 
accordingly, on the death of the latter the Barbarians had com- 
bined in a general attack. The Alemanni had fallen upon the 
two German provinces, the Franks upon Belgium, and forty-five 
cities had been sacked ; among them Mayence, Strasburg, and 
Treves, the pride of Northern Gaul. All the left bank of the 
Rhine, from the Lake of Constance down to Batavia, was perma- 
nently occupied by these Barbarians; and while an immense mass 
of booty and a crowd of captives were carried away into the 
German forests on the other side, the roads leading into Gaul 

^ Words of Saint Gregory Nazianzen, who was at this time at Athens. The saint regrets 
that Constantius had not put this young man to death along with the others in 337 : . . . 
KOK^ actOtirra, Saint Basil was also in the Greek capital, and Julian had relations with both 
of them. 

^ Eonapius, MaximtUf pp. 475, 476. 
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were full of wretched fugitives, — the mother dragging her chit 
dren with her, the son supporting the steps of the aged man, 
and with them some few heavy carts heaped with whatever frag- 
ments had been rescued from pillage. They went their way, curs- 
ing the Germans and the Emperor and the Empire; their piteous 
tales spread terror ; and often upon their track, like wolves 
following the frightened flock, came savage bands, yellow-haired 
men with eyes of angry blue, who, with wild outcries, destroyed 
men and things for the mere pleasure of destroying. 

While these disasters went on, the single master of the Roman 
world was assembling councils, discussing the consubstantiality 
of the Son and the Father, sending into exile bishops whose 
theological views differed from his own, and risked losing his 
kingdom in this world by his ambition to regulate the affairs 
of Heaven. The cry of desolated Gaul, however, pierced through 
the disputes on o/xoovcrio? and ofioLovo'io^ ; Constantius decided to 
send thither one of his generals. But whom to send? Those 
whom their services made conspicuous inspired him with endless 
suspicions. He feared lest an army suflBcient to defend the 
Western Provinces might offer to any commanding officer the 
same temptation to which Magnentius and Sylvanus had fallen 
victims. "A kinsman would be better than a stranger," the 
Empress Eusebia suggested; and Constantius determined to re- 
peat with Julian the experiment he had made in the East, when 
he had summoned one of his own relatives to occupy the highest 
position, lest some other man might seize it. That experiment 
had proved unsuccessful ; but Gallus had been struck down, not 
for revolt, but for maladministration. What, moreover, was there 
to fear from this student of Athens, whose mind, always in the 
clouds, was devoid of worldly ambition, who, near or far, could 
be held in leash, and who, if need were, could be destroyed 
as readily as his brother had been ? Constantius gave to Julian the 
title of Caesar and the prefecture of the Gallic provinces (Gfkul, 
Spain, and Britain). ^^ It is not a sovereign that I send to Gaul," 
the Emperor said, " but a figure bearing the imperial image." 

Julian wished to refuse. The feeling that he had a duty to 
perform towards the old gods stood in the way.^ Immediately 

* Theodoreti iii. 8. 
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on his arrival in Milan (October, 355) the eunuchs of the Empress 
seized upon him ; he was shaved,^ deprived of his cloak, and 
arrayed in a military chlamys having an image of the Emperor 
attached to it, that none might forget who the real master was. 
" In this array," he saya of himself, " I was a pitiful looking 
soldier." Constantius presented him to the army, who applauded 
not so much their new general as the donativum promised them 
on the occasion. 

The hero of the day remained anxious and alarmed. When he 
returned to the palace, seated in the 
same chariot with the Emperor, Julian, 
pursued by memories of his brother, re- 
plied to the acclamations of the crowd 
by repeating to himself the lines of 
Homer, that on its prey " purple Death 
lays hold, and mastering Fate."' His own purple mantle seemed 
to him like a blood-stained shroud (Nov. 6, 355). 

Constantius caused him to marry Helena, the Emperor's sister, — 
a sad union, which gave him no sons, and 
was early broken by death. This daugh- 
I ter of the Empress Fausta, older than Ju- 
lian, seems to have had no place in his 
heart or in his memory ; his numerous 
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Homer, but never his own Helen. He was 
at this time poor, and on his marriage received many valuable pres- 
ents, of which the most precious, we may believe, was a collection 
of the best Greek writers, — a refined expression of regard from the 
Empress Eusebia. This library of Greek books he kept always with 
him; even on his expeditions at least some of them were among 
his luggage. From them he derived instruction and delight; by 

' Afier his accession he allowed hia beard to grow again. 

• FL. CI,. IVLI.ANVS NOB. CAES., and Julian's head uncovered. On the revawe 
GLORIA REI PVBLICAE, and iwo figures supporting a shield on which is the UtgeaA 
VOTIS; and underneath, KONS. XI. (Gold coin,) 

• Iliad, ». 83. 

• Jnliui and Helena with the attributes of Serapis (the mmlius) and of lals (the Ioto»- 
«ffwer). On the face, DEO SARAPIDI ; on the reverse, the Nile, holding a vessel and a 
raed, and leaning upon an urn whence water is flowing, (^uiall bmnze.J (Cohen, ?oL Ti. 
pL xii. No. 12.) 
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means of them, moreover, he found something which he did not 
Beek, namely, that popularity which, notwithstanding Christian hos- 
tility, fitill clings to his name. By his 
taste for letters Julian belongs to all 
scholars ; and the poets, the orators, and 
the philosophers whom he loved, plead 
for him with posterity. His reputation 
as a writer, however, led him to the 
committal of an unworthy action. He 
felt himself obliged, or others persuaded 
him, to respond to the sudden favor 
of which he found himself the object 
by a public expression of gratitude. 
Feigning to accept the official theory that the massacres of 337 
were the acts of a mutinous soldiery, and the death of hia brother 
a stem but legitimate punishment, he read, on occasion of some 
public festivity in honor of his accession to the rank of Caesar, 
an adulatory discourse upon the virtues and exploits of Constantius, 
which must have cost heavily to his own sense of honor. It was 
thus, however, that he paid his ransom ; we could wish it might 
have been paid in any other way. 

On the 1st of December, 355, Julian quitted Milan with the 
Emperor, who accompanied him as far as Favia, and proposed to 
share with him the consulship of the following year. Constantius 
called the young Caesar his brother ; Julian wore upon his breast 
the effigy of Constantius; and the crowd admired this fraternal 
concord, — "a wolfs friendship," says Julian (Letter 70); and the 
distrust was mutual. Under pretext of organizing the service 
around the new imperator in a manner worthy of his title and of 
his birth, Constantius bad removed from him his friends and 
attendants ; * minute instructions regulated the affairs of his house- 
hold, even to the food served on his table ; and the generals of 
the Gallic army had orders '-to keep a watchful eye upon his con- 
duct," — Marcellus, their chief, having full control of the army. 
That the soldiers might not look to Julian as a distributor of 
favors, he was not authorized to make them the gifts habitually 

> Bot^ ivolmnina) foand M HercaUneum (Museam <A Nikples). 

' R^c«pt the physiriui ( )riba5U!>. whom Julian wai ftllowad to rcuiB. 



CONSTANTIUS, MAY 23, 337, TO NOV. 3, 361. 91 

bestowed by a newly appointed Caesar, and was expected, as a 
subordinate, to render account of all his acts to the Emperor.* 
This was the sj'stem which had been followed at Antioch. The 
distrustful mind of Constantius is rightly recognized in it; also, 
however, it is just to see reasonable precautions taken against 
the inexperience of a young prince, in whom no one at that time 
could foresee the great general. 

Julian stopped at Vienne, which with its sumptuous structures 
still was worthy of the epithet Martial gives it : " Vienne the beau- 
tiful."* On the first day of January, 35G, he assumed the consular 
insignia, and for four months he studied in history the science of 
war as practised by the great generals of earlier days, and in the 
camp the use of weapons and military drill. '" Plato ! " he ex- 
claims, " see what a philosopher has become ! " At the end of these 
four months the philosopher was a soldier ; he knew, at least, all 
that books can teach : actual experience of command soon made him 
a general at once daring and prudent. Throughout the whole of 
Gaul perhaps no man had ever heard his name. But the coming 
of a prince of the imperial family appeared to these enthusiastically 
loyal populations a promise of real assistance ; the soldiers were 
gratified when they saw a Caesar ready to learn from them, and 
the officers conceived an affection for this studious and sedate 
young man, who begged them to tell him the history of their 
campaigns, who listened to their counsels, and who did not feel 
that he had learned everything on the day when he was made 
Caesar. 

The condition of Gaul was deplorable. Cologne, one of the 
chief bulwarks of the Empire, had recently been sacked ; the Rhine 
and the Vosges were no longer barriers to the Germans ; they 
penetrated with impunity into the very heart of the country, and 
Autun, which they besieged, was with great difficuUy saved l)v its 
garrison and a body of veterans who had thrown themselves into 
the place. When summer came Julian visited the n:allant city to 
congratulate its defenders (June 23) ; then he advanced, fightini; 

* . . . Tanquam adparitorem, super omnibu.t f/f^sds <i<l Aur/usti scicntiam rcjerri (A mm. 
Marcelltnus, xvii. 11). See, on this point, pp. 7(;-77 of i\\U volume. 

* There are fretjiiently found in the ncijjhborhood of this city fragments of vahiable 
marbles, among them immense pieces of cornice oxfjuisitcly carved (Allmer, Revue epigr. dn 
midi dt la France, 1882, p. 318). 
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as he went, as far as Auxerre, Reims, and the cities of the Moselle. 
The Barbarians fell back before a display of courage which since 




the time of Constantine they ha<? not witnessed in the Roman 
troops. In Alsace they suffered a serious defeat, which permitted 
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Julian to enter Treves, and also Cclof^iic. whose walls lie rebuilt. 
Thuu liu advanced up the valley of tUe Uhinu Cur the purpose of 




snpporting the operations of Coustantiuy, who was making ; 

cessful expedition into Rhaetia 

against the same adversaries; 

after which Julian returned to 

Sens to pass the winter of 356- 

357. 

In order to give his troops 
more comfortable quarters for 
the winter, he disporsed them 
through several cities, keeping 
but a few with Iiim. This, 
however, came very near caus- 
ing a disaster. Scattered through 
the country for piIlilg^^ the Bar- 
barians had been surprised and 
driven back across the Rhine by 
an attack resolutely conducted ; learning from deserters how small a 
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body of soldiers the Caesar had kept with him, they formed the auda- 
cious phm of seizing Julian iu his winter-quarters. Making their 
way stealthily between the Roman outposts, they suddenly ap- 
peared under the walls of Sens ; but suitable vigilance was 
observed by the garrison. For a month the Barbarians kept the 
city besieged, while Marcellus, who chanced to be in the neigh- 
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borhood, made no effort to come to its relief. The Caesar de- 
fended himself bravely, and wearied out the besiegers, who finally 
drew off. Marcellus was evidently to blame ; if not treacherous, 
he was at least incapable. He was recalled, and the Emperor, un- 
derstanding that his own extreme of prudence was in danger of 
becoming the extreme of rashness, re-established a unity of command 
by placing the whole Gallic army under Julian's orders. 

The Caesar, at last invested with real authority, acknowl- 
edged the favor by a second panegyric on Constantius, which is 
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no more creditable to him tlian was the preceding one. These 
pancgjTics, characterizod by a verbose rlietoric which bristles 
with classic quotations, were greatly in fashion at that time,' 
and were no more embarrassing to the conscience of the rheto- 
rician, accustomed constantly to maintain the most extrava- 
gant theses, than the defence of great criminals embarrasses the 
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modem advocate. It was a question of art, and one thing only 
was of importance ; namely, that the periods be well cadenced. 
Julian himself ridicules this lying eloquence which men admire 
"when it makes small things great." ^ He compensated himself 
by a sincere eulogy, which he sent to Rome at the same time 
with the other, upon his benefactress, the Empress Eusebia. 

The Gallic army con.'tisted of only thirteen thousand men;' but 
there were brave soldiers in it, like that legionary tribune who 
afterwards became the Emperor Valcntinian. Tliis army advanced, 
in the summer of 357, into the Vosges to act with the Ma.ster 



' A tew years earlier. Rome had erectcil a statue in htmcir of ilie rlietoriciiin Anatolius, 

with this inMriplion : II BA5l.^EOY2A PQMII TON BASI.\KYONTA TQN AOrON (Euoajiius, 
Lirfs n/lhe Pkiioinphrii- aiiil Snphhl--, p. A^i, edit. Dldot [French translation]}. 

* Upon tb« recent discovery oF tliis mosaic, wlilcli represents tlio ata^o of a theatre, Bee 
the Compta rtndw ile i'AcmL ilei inner, el Mles-lellrei, x\. 21 1 (I8S3}. 

■ In the Second Panegyrir, sect. 2S. 

* This is the number given by a deserter to the Alemanni, and Marcellinut accepts ttie 
true aa veriubla (xvi. 12). 
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of the Infantry, Barbatio, whom Constantius had sent with a large 
force from Italy towards Basle.^ A body of Alemanni made theu- 
way between the two armies and fell upon Lyons; but the city was 
able to repulse them. When they returned, laden with booty, 
Julian had closed the defiles of the Vosges, and not one of the 
marauders passed through. But Barbatio was not able to detain 
those who came in his direction ; nor was he any more success- 
ful in his attempt to throw a bridge across the Rhine, and lost 
many men in an encounter with the Barbarians. These defeats 
made the successes of Julian more conspicuous. Before advanc- 
ing into Alsace, which was threatened with a formidable invasion, 
he had prudently fortified Saverne, one of the gates of Gaul; and 
then, secure *of having, in case of need, this place of refuge behind 
him, he went to meet the enemy in the direction of Strasbiurg. 
Almost the whole Alemannic nation was in arms ; seven chiefs had 
crossed the Rhine with an army of thirty-five thousand picked men." 
This was the greatest effort that the Barbaric world had yet 
made, on this side, against the Empire. When the Alemanni in 
their engagements with Barbatio had seen flee before them those 
soldiers whom by the insignia on their shields they recognized as 
the troops who had formerly been their conquerors,' their hearts 



^ Barbatio was under the direct orders of Constantius, and not of Julian. His subse- 
quent conduct revealed incapacity, therefore, but not treachery towards the Caesar. He had 
25,000 men, — from which we see that the entire army of the West, when gathered for a great 
effort against the Germans, was only 38,000 men in all. 

* Part of these soldiers served in virtue of treaties of mutual assistance made between the 

tribes; the others were paid. Thus we sec 
the Germans in possession of something like a 
regular army (Amm. Marccllinus, xvi. 12). A 
little later (xvii. 1), the same author shows the 
Alemanni building dwellings after the Roman 
method (ritu Romano), in the midst of well- 
cultivated fields, and we have gold coins from 
Barbarian mints, in imitation of the coins of 
the Empire. (Cf. Eckhel, vii. 316, 330, etc.) 
Lastly, certain usages of civilized nations 
were established in Germany ; for example, the 

common frontier between the Alemanni and the Burgundians was marked, says Amm. Mar- 
ccllinus, by boundary-stones (jerminales lapides). These were efforts to emerge from bar- 
barism that it would have been wise to encourage, and not the transplanting of German 
tribes into Iloman provinces. 

• Amm. Marcellinus, xvi. 12 : . . . Scutorum insignia contuentes norant eos . . . etc. 
Elsewhere (xxxi. 10) he speaks of arma imperatorii comitatus auro colorumqtte micantia daritu- 
dine. The usage of placing designations upon the shields was very ancient, existing among the 
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were filled with pride and confidence. Accordingly, they assumed 
towards Julian a very arrogant tone. Before the engagement be- 
gan, they summoned him to quit a country which they said was 
theirs, so much had it been infiltrated with German bloodj and 
they showed letters from Constantius which had seemed to re- 
linquish to them this province when he solicited them to enter 
it for the purpose of making a diversion against Magnentius. The 
answer made to them was terrible : six thousand men were left 
dead upon the field. Julian — recognizable by the standard borne 
behind him, a purple dragon — had shown himself everywhere 
amid the fight, and at the decisive moment had brought back into 
the fray his fleeing cataphracti. A great number of fugitives were 
drowned in the Rhine or killed while attempting to escape by 
swimming ; among the captives were Chnodomar, who had been 
the terror of Gaul. Instead of having him thrown to the wild 
l>easts, Julian sent him to Constantius (August, 357).* The old 
warrior, kept a prisoner at Rome, lived there six years. 

This victory brought joy to the Empire and terror to Germany. 
Julian took the opportunity to cross the river and ravage in turn 
the country of these incessant pillagers, and he did not return 
into Gaul till snow began to cover the hill-tops. Before re- 
crossing the Rhine with twenty thousand Roman captives whom 
lie had set at liberty, he repaired the defences of the fort which 
Trajan had constructed at the confluence of the Nidda and the 
Mein.^ This was giving back to the declining Empire its haughty 

Greeks. Cf. Pausanias, 3fc.«ma, 28, sect. 5. Booking (Xot. D*//. vol. i., Einleitung, pp. 98 et 
seq.) gives many examples of this. Dion Cassius (Ixvii. 10) says that during the Dacic war 
a Roman general caused to be placed on the soldiers* shields each man*s name and the name 
of his centurion. Vcgetius (ii. IX) repeats this, adding that to recognize each other in the thick 
of the fight, the soldiers painted certain fiuures on their shields. Tliis custom was subjected 
to regulation later, and each corps had its devices, which remained its own, as in later times 
the knight had his armorial bearings. The yotifUi difjiiitatum gives numerous examples of 
tills. 

1 . . . Barhari qui (lomicilia fixere CIS Rhcnum (Amm. Man'cUinus, xvi. 11). 

* Amm. Marcellinus relates, at jjreat length and confii.-edlv. the story of this battle, of 
which Julian speaks modestly, only calling it a fortunate day. Constantius has been accused 
of foolishly claiming the honor of this victory. lie merely followed an old Roman custom in 
this matter. The real conqueror, though far away from the battlefield, was always he under 
whose auspices the army had fought, and Christianity had not changed this pat;an idea. Con- 
stantius, however, exceeded the usual limit by describing the battle as if he had been present 
mt it, and making no mention of Julian. 

• Vol. V. p. 226. 
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ft'/A'-tjC ;yr. v.* ,*:Jiv> ,ii :_. r-::ir tlesr cold JiircanirenL For fiftr- 

♦<^^;;* *:^ •.i^r^i*: f'>r>- ry.'.-RltLs^iiiili.i' ill tiir iijclemencr of the 

w<^-':,ffr Bc/i-.^ •o2.s:^ii:!T in iTx>:5on upoD the 
r;vf:r k*:pt the l^e Irokt-n. «o thai there sboold 
f>r r.o ^:h2kiice ioT the enemy to e&cape across it. 
H:;r;ger at la*t cbllg-ed the lie^ieged to surren- 
der. ^ It was reixuirkable/' says a contempo- 
rary. *' to Jifre the Fraiik? captives, for their law 
nr/^fjinrfc them to conqu^rr or die." Julian sent 
them to <^x)ni^tantiu9. and the Emperor enrolled 

fh^'f/i in hi»? /iiard. 

Th'- next year ^'{58;. long before the crops were ripe, the Caesar 

ii^iiiu Utftk the field, requiring his soldiers to carry with them 

' r.,„u *A JiitUii, w\\\i x\i^. l^«nd« VIKTVS C AKSARIS. Jalian holding a tpcar aod a 
u\»A^ , *fft «'«/ St ■i«l«', fti KU ff'M, ft /rftfjtivi; (m«rdium bronze). The obvenie. which it nol pvm 
hiff#-, Ij^'Mf* M» if« l«''/#'ri<l \tff/ili»Mimua Caviar. The coin beUmgiu therefore, to the tiaie ol 
flfitUff'* K«/v«frnfri4'nt in Oiuil. 




» 'ft •> *ti 4* t lA a ^ 
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biscuit for twenty days {huccellaium)} The Salian Franks, whom 
the Quadi had formerly driven out of Batavia, surprised by Julian 
after a rapid march, declared themselves subjects of the Empire, 
and agreed to furnish a corps of cavalry. In return for this, Ju- 
lian gave up to them Toxandria, the country around the mouths 
of the Meuse and the Scheldt." He had like success with the Cha- 




ARKKAS OF LtlTETIA (ENTRANCE FROM THE RCE t 



■ARRK>. 



inavi, another Ffiinkisli fribf, coiiipt'Iling them to return across 
the Rhine. From them he had taken as hostage the .'^on of their 
king; lint the youth Iiad disappeared during the battle, and tlie 
father. Iiclifving liim dead, deplored the misfortunes which had 
overwhelmed liis race and people. -Your son is alive," Julian 
sjiid ; and showing him the raptive. he added: "He is under tny 
c:ire, and shall have all that he needs, so long aa he remains 



' A mill, ^rarrullinus, xvii. 
before .Iiilv. 

' Xiirdivrn BrabBut, the jin 



Miliutrj' Dp«ratioDi did not usually begin id GanI 
ice of Antwerp, nml a part of I.imbourg. 
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faithful to me." These men, accustomed to the murder of hos- 
tages, were touched by an act which appeared to them generous, 
and was certainly politic. Long after, we atill find Chamavian 
auxiliaries in the Roman army. 

To remove from the Franks all temptation to go heyond their 
boundaries, Julian built upon the Meuse three fortresses, provi- 




FOBTIOM OF TUK ARENAS 



aioning them with com obtained from Britain. A numerous flotilla 
went to bring this corn, and in so doing exhibited the Roman 
ejigles upon the Gallic rivers which fall into the North Sea, where 
now for many yearn Rome had made no manifoatation of her 
power. Tlie prefect Florentius had proposed to buy from the 
Germans the right of passage at a price of two thousand pounda 
of gold : but Julian would not agree to this, and such was his as- 
cendency over the Barbarians that they made no attempt to seize 
upon this rich booty. A reconnoitring expedition into Germany, 
(iarried on with energy in the autumn, made the tribes across the 
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Rhine feel the necessity of prudence, in face of so active a 
general. Accordingly, in the following year (359) he needed only 
to make an excursion across the river to secure complete tran- 
quillity on this frontier. The Alemanni themselves brought in the 
materials necessary for the reconstruction of seven cities; auiong 




OTUKK POBTION 



ARENAS OF LUTETtA. 



them Bonn, Bingen, Andemach, and Nuys, which, with Mayence 
and Cologne, were to st.ind sentinel for Rome upon the Rhine. 

The winters between these campaigns Julian passed at Lntefia.' 
Situated in the midst of that fertile region so well named the 
Ile-de-Fnince, almost at the point of meeting of the three val- 
leys of the Oise, the Mame, and the Seine,'' on the hanks of 



.Iuli.iii 



4 .VhnpOfjnn 



river rcmaiin usually .it alxim tlie «ami- level, nnii that tlie n 
vicinity of llie in'can, wliich moderates the li'ni|* 
pays, '■ anil even fii;-tree*, which they wraji in sira 
influence of the «e;i ii["in tlie tempiTn 



rect (lewriplion of this city, lie remarks that the 



The inhabilantn have vinei'," he 
the winler," lie R|«-aki of ihe 
lijaceiit to it, or what we call 



- Il,e 



i dim: 



' "The I'lan of Paris and U* F 
rian <U LuiS-r^: of whlih a new e.lili. 
nth pftT^ of Pnrii a irnri-rt ies aijft. 
whieh the most important i" the ili-ti 



in", hero piven, is reduced from M. Alhcrt I.enoir's 
imiileted hy M. .Tacqner, was ail-ieH in IsRi lo the 
f moiiification!'. however, have lieen made in it, of 
II hi'tweeii l.titriiii and Lumlrlirj. whieh L'i>en back. 



9 indicated hy Strabo, to the earliest times of the Emjiire. Tlie Dame l.iitetia doei;^- 



102 



THE CHRISTIAK EMPIRE, 306 TO 395 a. d. 



a gently flowing river which falls into the sea opposite the Brit- 
ish coast, and rises near the localities wliere the Rhone and tlie 
Saone descend into the Mediterranean, Lutetia had found in its 
geographical position all the conditions of a great commercial 
centre ; and such it was. From the time of Tiberius the rich 
corporation of the boatmen of the Seine, Nautae Parisienses, had 





PLAN OP THE ARENAS OP LUTETIA. 



been established in the island of la Cite, as in a ship at anchor 
in the river. Two wooden bridges united this island with the oppo- 
site shores, upon which lay, on the northern bank the Gallic city, 
on the southern the Roman. Lutetia was therefore an impor- 
tant military position. Caesar had often been there ; the later 
Emperors had made it an imperial residence, and had formed 
mihtary establishments there ; for the city was then becoming 



natcd the island of the city, the old capital of the Parisii, while Lucotetia was the name of a 
villapje (virus) situated chiefly on the hill Sainte-CIenevicve. Also the indication, made by M. 
Lenoir, of anticjuitics found in the rue Vivienne (upon which discovery the learned academi- 
cian rests his theory that the old roa<l to Rouen followed a different course from that of the 
rue Montmartre), has not been repeated here, since M. de T^njijpcrier has proved that these 
remains were broujjht from Italy in the seventeenth century. On the other hand, we have 
indicated, alon^; the road to Dreux (rue de Vauri^rsird), the tombs discovered there in 1644 and 
in IK 78. Lastly, for the nio<lern names of the Bois de Boulogne, Passy, and Chaillot, we give 
the Latin names which designated those localities." (Note of ^L Longnon, designer of this 
map.) 
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what Paris is to-day, — the centre of resistance against Germany. 
A bold dash easily brought the Barbarians from the Rhine to 
the gates of Treves, the Gallic capital of Maximian Hercules 
and of Constantine, and they had many times threatened it. But 
for them Lntetia was too remote. On the slopes of the hill 
Locoticius, on which now stands the Pantheon, were, at the 
northeast, a municipal edifice, the arenas, and a theatre which 
has been lately discovered j on the southwest, the camp of the 




HR AllUEDttCT a 



? THE ARENAS 



legions ; between the two, the nnporial palace, supplied by an 
aqueduct witli pure spring water from Arcueil ; ' on the site of 
the old Hutel-Dieu, the remains of some triumphal construc- 
tion, probably posterior to Julian ; lastly, on the hill Locoti- 
cius a great pottery. The taste of these early Parisian artists 
may be judged of by the accompanying representations of vases 
found in this neighborhood. 

Every year in the autumn Julian uame to the Palais des 
Thermes which still bears his name ; and men wondered to see 
this young conqueror lead the life of a philosopher in the impe- 

■ Another nriiK'iliii't brought lo tliv Gallli; dty water from the hills of Fuiy. 
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rial residence. In the coldest weather he had no fire ; bis bed 
was a couch of skins ; bis food, a soldier's rations ; and he di- 
vided bis virtuous and industrious life between public affaira 
and books. He secured to the provinces that which tbey most 
needed; namely, an upright administration, conducted in the in- 




VABEB or TEBSA C 



I PKOH THE POTTEBV 



terests of the persons governed.^ He prevented the praetorian 
prefect Florentius from increasing the taxes ; and to show him 
that he demanded too much, he examined the latter's accounts. 
No informers were allowed in the palace ; but if any man sought 
for redress, be was sure to obtain it if his cause were good.' In 



' Grivaud (Antiqttif/s gauloiies el romamet, 1807) has represented a great Dumber of fig- 
ments found in the excavations made for the substructures of the Pantheon and the Luxem- 
bourg. Some of these may now be aeen in the Musee Carnavalet. Later (chap. cix. sect. 2) 
will l»e represented the fragments of a triumphal arch (?) recently discovered in clearing the 
ground of the last remnants of the Ildtel-Dieu. M. Cousin has collected these ba»-relief9 in 
the Musee municipal. 

' See his Leiler 17, addressed to Oribasius. 

' Amm. Marcellinus relates that when an advocate excl^med, " What criminal would not 
be esteemed innocent if it wore sufficient to deny 1" Julian replied: " And what ii 
would not pass for guilty if it were sufficient to accupo ! " 




£ TIlKKMKn (l-KBSEST CONDITION). 
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the evening Julian gathered philosophers and learned men about 
him, if any were in the neighborhood, or else lie occupied him- 
self with Eusebia's Greek books. He did not disdain to listen 
to the advice of the wise Eutherius, his chaniberlain, a faithful 
servant, who instead of laboring to corrupt his master, as eunucha 
were wont to do, placed at his .service the results of experience 




TIIFRMKS), F.ItTEBIOR. 



and a pas-sion for wcll-doinL:.' Wli 'tlier tliis man was pagan or 
Christian, we know not. Two of Juli;in'.'^ best friends were, how- 
ever, followers of the old reliirion. — Oriba!*ius. his physician, and 
Salliist. his most valued lieutenant. He enc(Hira<:ed the former 
to iiiJike an abridgment of tlie writings of Galen.' and with the 



crrif/flMi (Amm. Marrfllimi., 
wliiim he a''iiuircU hiti love of 



' . . . lifnfficifndi avitlw . . . elinm Julinnum < 
ivi. T). Another eunucli liaJ bcvn Julinn'n prwcjit 
Greek lilewturc 

' Tlie 'InT^rtai mfayayai, of whieli ni-&rl}' lialf Im« been [ireMrred. It ii a Mirt of mwij- 
ca] eiicyi'lupiedift, formed of extract* from the writings of Gatvn ant) the taoK rcDOwned [>!■/- 
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latter he discussed the campaigns they had made together and, 
when they were alone, the divinity they both worshipped, the 
Sun-god. Upon this subject he was with all the rest more silent 
than Pythagoras, and no man witnessed the secret devotions 
which he performed every morning to Mercury, " the Supreme 
Mover of the world and the principle of all intelligence."^ He 
wrote much. His History of the Gallic War is lost; but we have 
many of his books, among others The Enemy of the Beard, a 
satire upon the people of Antioch, composed at a later period, in 
which he makes mention of his " dear Lutetia " and of the 
Gauls. "They worship Venus," — he says, but we cannot take his 
words as exactly true, — " because they consider this goddess as 
presiding over marriage ; and in adoring Bacchus and liberally 
using his gifts, they obtain from the god only an innocent 
gratification." 

Another of his works, Tlie Caesars, is a little satiric drama, 
containing much truth and some malice.^ We are so soon to take 
leave of the Empire that it will not be without interest to pass, 
with Julian, his predecessors in review, and notice his judgments 
upon them. 

The time is the Saturnalia, the great pagan festival. By way 
of amusement in these days devoted to pleasure, Julian relates to 
his friend Sallust the story of a celestial banquet. Romulus has 
invited the gods and the Caesars to a repast. "The gods were 
entertained on the summit of heaven," says Julian, "and the 
Caesars below the moon in the highest region of the air. Thither 
they were wafted and there they were buoyed up by the light- 
ness of the bodies with which they were invested, and by the 
revolution of the moon. Four couches of exquisite workmanship 
were spread for the superior deities. That of Saturn was formed 
of polished ebony, which reflected a divine lustre that was insup- 
portable ; for on viewing this ebony the eye was as much dazzled 
by the excess of light as it is by gazing steadfastly on the sun. 

niciann. At the beginning of his first book Oribasius says : ** Emperor Julian, I have finbhedt 
accordin<; to your desire while we were in Gaul, the abridgment which jrotir Dirini^ 
commandetl.** 

^ . . . Munili velociorem sensum, motum mentium (Amm. Marcellinus, xtI. 6). 

* [Tliis satire is called by Gibbon one of the most agreeable and instructive prodnetkMifl 
of ancient wit.] 
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That of Jupiter was more splendid than silver, and too white to 
be gold; but whether this should bo called electrum,' or what 
other name should be given it, Mercury, althougli he had in- 
quired of the metallists, could not precisuly inform ine." When 
the gods were seated, Silenus places himself near Bacchus, and 
entertains the god with his sarcastic comments upon the Caesars 
as they arrive. First comes JuUus, strong 
and handsome, with a lordly air, as of 
one who has ambition enough to seek to 
dethrone Jupiter himself. Then Octavius 
arrives. "He assumed, like a chameleon, 
various colors ; at first appearing pale, 
then black, dark, and cloudy, and at last 
exhibiting the charms of Venus and LJie 
Graces. In the lustre of his eyes he 
seemed willing to rival the sun,^ nor could 
any one encounter his look." Silenus ox- 
claims at his appearance, and fears lie 
may do some mischief ; but Apollo, inter- 
posing, consigns Augu.stu.i to Zeno for in- 
struction, wlio in a few moments causes 
the Emperor to become wise and virtuous. 

The third who approaclies i.s Tiberius, 
with grave but fierce aspect, at once wise 
and terrible, but sliowinjj; soars, tlie traces 
of his crimes and vices. Silcnu.-i calls 
him an old .'iatyr. altlioii^Mi mufb afraid of him. ; 
back in his solitary Island of Capri. 

Then advances a dreadful monster; tl 
avert their ryes. Xeiiu'sis didivcrs him 
and lif is at once thing into T;irt;irns. 

On the approach of Claudius, ."^ilenns 
to s.'od Un- Naivissns and Pallas, and also 

1 'I'lils iv.inl i- ii-r,i liy llu- ;m.ii-nt «ii(.T-. ii> tw> .liff.'n.ut ^en-ep.-tillRT f.ir :iii,1>it. 
or f.ir :> Tni\.-<l m.'l.il c-..mi>.)M',l of four pari;, of ■•..h\ willi lik- of i-iln-r. 

■' "His rvrs wpri' l.ri'jlit .-inil livclv. ami \n- nffnh.,! to li.ivf it (liou^lit llim- k:,> :. 
ci-rtnm ili>mo' vi^r.r in tliom. .iml vrn'- woiKl-rftilly |.I.':i>.'.l if any oao *lion li<- lookt-.l 
uariif'tly iipiin liiin. Iiirnivl tluwn liU vyvt lo llir \:rciiiiiil. us at the lustre of llic aun ' 
(Siivl.. A:.,, r. 7r.).l 

> Frn'-mi-nl:- of lolumnK foiinc) in il>e VaW,* i\e* Tlii-rmc«. 
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them," he says, '■ Claudius appears like guards in a tragedy, mute 
and inanimate." 

Next enters Nero, playing on his harp and crowned with 
laurel. Silenua turns to 
Apollo and says: "This 
man makes you his model." 
" I shall soon uncrown 
him," replies Apollo ; " he 
did not imitate me in 
everything, and when he 
did he was a bad imita- 
tor ; " upon which Nero 
is swept away discrowned 
by the River Cocytus. 

After this, seeing many 
come crowding together, 
— Vindex, Otho, Galba, 
VitelHus, — Silenus ex- 
claims : " Where, ye gods, 
have you found such a 
multitude of monarchs ? 
We are suffocated with 
smoke, for beasts of this 
kind spare not even the 
temples of the gods."' 
Thereupon, Jupiter calls 
for Vespasian to come from 
Egypt and extinguish 
these flames ; but the god 
sends Titus away con- 
temptuously, and will have Domitian chamed with Phalaris, " the 
Sicilian tiger." 

"Then came an old man [Nerva] of a beautiful aspect (for 
even old age is sometimes beautiful); in his manners most gen- 
tle, and in his administration mild. With him Silenus was so 

' The reference in to llic burning of ibe tuinple of Jupiter Capitotinui aoder Vhel- 
liuR and by his partiMn*.] 

* Bronze itatiiettu (xixtecn nnd oni.' half icntimetren in height), found n 
liadne, id 1763, in n perfect male uf preservation ^Caliinet lU Franct, No. S,922). 
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delighted that he remained silent. ' What/ said Mercury, ' have you 
nothing to say of this man ? ' ' Yes, by Jupiter,' he replied ; ' for 
1 charge you all with partiality in suffering that bloodthirsty 
monster to reign fifteen years, but this man scarce a year.' ' Do 
not complain,' answered Jupiter ; - many good princes shall succeed 
him.' " 

Next enters Trajan, bearing Getic and Parthian trophies, — but 
on his arrival Silenus begs Jupiter to be careful lest his cup- 
bearer, Ganymede, be stolen away from him, — and then, 'Sa ven- 
erable sage [Hadrian] with a long beard, an adept in music, 
gazing frequently on the heavens and curiously investigating the 
abstrusest subjects ; and then Antoninus, ' important in trifles, one 
of those who would liarangue about a ])in\s point.' 

"At the entrance of the brotlicTS, Marcus Aurclius and Lucius 
Verus, Silenus contracted his brows, as lie could by no means 
jeer at or deride thein : Marcus in particular, although he strictly 
scrutinized his conduct with regard to Connnodus his son, and 
his wife Fausta, — as to her, his immoderate grief for her death, 
though she little deserved it ; as to him, in hazarding the ruin 
of the Empire by preferring him to a discreet son-in-law who 
would have made a better ruler, and studied the advantage of his 
son more than he did himself. Notwithstanding these failings, 
Silenus could not but admire his exalted virtue. Thinking his 
son [Connnodus] unworthy of any stroke of wit, he silently dis- 
missed him. And the latter, not being able to support himself 
or associate with the heroes, fell down to earth." 

On the arrival of Pertinax, Nemesis reproaches him with knowl- 
edge of the conspiracy by which his predecessor was destroyed. 
•' He was succeeded by Severus, a prince inexorable in punish- 
ing. ' Of him,' says Silenus, ' I have nothing to say ; for I am 
terrified by his stern and implacable looks.' " Geta is simply 
dismissed from the banquet, but Caracalla is sent to be pun- 
ished for his crimes. Macrinus and ''the youth of Emesa" 
[Elagabalus] are driven from the sacred enclosure, and " Alex- 
ander the Syrian " is censured for his avarice and his subjection 
to his mother. 

The seven Emperors next following are omitted, and it is be- 
lieved the text is here mutilated. Then enters Gallienus with his 
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father Valerian, the latter dragging the chain of his captivity, 
the former effeminate both in his dress and behavior; and Jupiter 
orders them both to depart from the banquet.^ 

" They were succeeded by Claudius, on whom all the gods fixed 
their eyes, admiring his magnanimity, and granted the Empire to 
his descendants, thinking it just that the posterity of such a lover 
of his country should enjoy the sovereignty as long as possible."* 
It will be remembered that Julian was the descendant of Claudia, 
sister to Claudius 11. 

Then entered Aurelian in haste, as if escaping from those who 
were accusing him before Minos of many murders which he could 
not deny or palliate. " But my Lord the Sun," says Julian, 
"assisted him by informing the gods that the Delphic oracle, 
*That he who evil does should evil suffer, is righteous judgment,' 
had been in this case fulfilled." 

While the gods are admiring the energetic Probus, Silenus 
remonstrates with him upon his harshness, and Bacchus is amazed 
to hear the old joker speak so gravely for a moment. Cams and 
his sons Carinus and Numerianus are repulsed by Nemesis, and 
then Diocletian approaches, and with him the two Maximians 
and Constantius. " These, though they held each other by the 
hand, did not walk on a line with Diocletian. Three others also 
surrounded him in the manner of a chorus ; but when, like har- 
bingers, they would have preceded him, he forbade them, not 
thinking himself entitled to any distinction ; and transferring to 
them a biu'den which he had borne on his own shoulders, he 
walked with much greater ease. But Maximian, behaving with 
imprudence and haughtiness, Silenus, though he did not think 
him deserving of ridicule, would not admit him into the society 
of the Emperors. Besides, by his impertinent officiousness and 
perfidy he often interrupted the harmonious concert. Nemesis 

^ [" Gallicnus deserved to be excluded. But Julian seems to represent the gods as un- 
gratefuL Ought they thus to treat the unfortunate Valerian, who was so zealous for their 
worship? Misfortune, after all, is not a crime. But it should be remembered that Vale- 
rian was taken by his own fault, and that according to the pagan idea8, being a prisoner, 
he ought to have shortened his disgrace and not have survived his liberty. When Perseot, 
king of Macedon, appUod to Paulus Aemilius not to lead him in triumph, the Roman 
considered him a coward, and made answer that the Macedonian king's fate was and had 
been at all times in his own power." — La Bletterie,'] 

^ 'In the judgment of Gibbon, this was not adulation, but superstition and TanilfO 
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therefore soon banished him, and whither he went I know not, 
as I forgot to ask Mercury. 

"To this most melodious tetrachord, a harsh, disagreeahle, and 
discordant sound succeeded. 
Two of the candidates ' Ne- 
mesis would not suffer to 
approach even the door of 
the assembly. Licinius came 
thus far ; but having been 
guilty of many crimes, he 
was repulsed by Minos. Con- 
fltantine entered and sat some 
time, and near him sat his 
sons. As for Magnentius, he 
was refused admittance be- 
cause he had never done any- 
thing laudable, although 
many of his actions might 
appear brilliant ; but the 
gods, perceiving that they 
did not flow from a good 
principle, dismissed him, 
much afflicted." 

Then follows a competi- 
tion for a scat among the 
heroes, and Julius Caesar, 
Augustus, and Trajan, being 
the greatest of Roman war- 
riors, are recognized as can- 
didates for this honor. But 

Hercules insists that Alexander of Macedon be added to the list. 
Saturn urges the claims of a philosopher, and Marcus Aurelius is 
also included. Finally, Conatantine completes the number. They 
ui^e their respective claims, and when the arguments are ended, 
"it was expected," says Julian, "that the gods would have im-" 
mediately determined the pre-eminence by their votes. But thejr 

■ [Mkxantiiu uid Muimin Da».] 

* BroDM ■UttMtto of RotDMi worknumihip (height, 84 centim.), CaKntl Jt Awim. 
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thought it proper first to examine the intentions of the candi- 
dates, and not merely to collect them from their actions, in which 
Fortune had the greatest share; and that goddess, being present, 
loudly reproached them all, Augustus alone excepted, who, she 
said, had always been grateful to her." The candidates are then 
questioned one by one as to what each thought the highest excel- 
lence, and at what he had principally aimed in the important 
actions of his life. Alexander at once replies, "Universal domin- 
ion." Caesar declares his chief aim to have been to excel his 
contemporaries, and neither to be nor to be thought second to 
any. Augustus announces his great desire, " To reign well." 
Trajan claims the same view with Alexander, " but with more 
moderation." Marcus Aurelius, being questioned by Mercury, re- 
plies with a low voice and great difl&dence : " To imitate the 
gods." Constantine's answer is that, having amassed great riches, 
it was his principal aim to expend them liberally for the gratifica- 
tion of his own desires and those of his friends. After each of 
these answers much debate follows among the gods ; the can- 
didates are sharply questioned, and defend themselves as best 
they can. The answers having all been given, the gods vote, but 
privately, and Marcus Aurelius receives the coveted honor. To 
console the defeated, they are allowed to remain and to place 
themselves under some special guardian and protector. Upon 
this, Alexander hastens to Hercules, Augustus to Apollo, Marcus 
Aurelius attaches himself closely to Jupiter and Saturn, Caesar 
wanders hither and thither till Mars and Venus, moved with 
compassion, call him to them, Trajan joins Alexander, "but Con- 
stantine, not finding among the gods the model of his actions, 
and perceiving the Goddess of Pleasure, repaired to her; she re- 
ceived him very courteously, embraced him, and then, dressing 
him in a woman's variegated gown, led him away to Luxury. 
... * As for you,' said Mercury, addressing himself to me, ' I 
have introduced you to the knowledge of your father the Sun ; 
obey then his dictates, making him your guide and secure refuge 
while you live; and when you leave the world, adopt him with 
good hopes for your tutelar god.'" 

To gain victories, to set free twenty thousand captives, to 
build up cities, to husband the public resources so that instead 
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of extra taxea there were reductions made, bringing down the 
vaput from twenty-five to seven aurei ; ' finally, to employ in 
literary pursuits hours stolen from sleep, — such a life as this shows 
the truly great man. The populations whom he protected against 
the public treasury and against extortioners, after haviug set 

them free from the Bar- 

barians, blessed the young 
imperator. But the men 
placed about him to rule 
over his conduct were 
full of anger against a 
prince who gave them no 
opportunities, who himself 
watched over everything, 
examining all questions 
with such clear-sighted 
intelligence that he went 
straight and promptly to 
the best decisions. The 
praetorian prefect Floreii- 
tius, reduced to the po- 
sition of a subordinate 
held strictly to account, 
revenged himself bj' insult hig and satiric;il letters sent to the 
court. "Of himself." the prefect wrote, '-Julian can do nothing; 
it is Sallust who directs affairs, and with this general the Caesar 
may become dangerous." At Milan all sorts of scandalous reports 
were current. The courtiers, disposed to say that Constantiua 






F THK niOCKBK OF THRACE.' 



1 Vbile reducing the unouut of the taxation, he was very utrict tn levying it with pano- 
tuatity, and would itiSer do arreara^g, — that tcourge of the Roman finaocei (Amin. 
Marcell., xvi. 5, and xvii. 2). The tax of twcnIy-Gve aurei on the thoaiwnd (two and a half 
per cent) wa» cn'cptional, and occasioned by circumstancei concerning which we are igno- 
rant. When, as a consequence of civil war!< or invasions, industry and traffic languished, the 
indirect la.M-s anil the chryfoTgymm brought in but little. Then, to make good the deficit, 
the goveromcnt bore heavily upon the landeil pro|>erty. This must have been the case in 
Gaul. The (ax of seven nurti seeme to have been the usual one, for we find it in Hb {Smi. 
Vaient. III. tit. v. sect. 4). If the property brought in three per cent, the proprietor retained 
for income in tlie fint case only one half per cent, and in the second, two ud three tenths |M>r 
ceoU This was, therefore, a very considerable diminutiOD <£ tax in the caae of the GauU, 
and mast have secured their devotion to Julian. 

* Notitia dignitaxtm. Booking, p. 69. 
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in person had gained the battle of Strasburg, turned into derision 
the bulletins of "the little conqueror," victorimiSy "the ape clad 
in purple," "the braggart mole." The Emperor knew how worth- 
less all this gossip was; but it pleased him, nevertheless. He was 
weary of this increasing fame; and since Florentius declared that 
the strength of Julian was all due to Sallust, he recalled the latter 
and sent him to an obscure position in Thrace. The Caesar was ex- 
tremely grieved at this separation. We have the sad letter which 
he wrote to his "dear friend," the companion of his labors, the 
sharer of his most secret thoughts, — a letter ending in words 
which surely sprang from the heart : " And now, wherever you 
go, may the benevolent Deity be your guide, and Jupiter, the 
friendly and hospitable, receive you, conducting you safely by 
land, and if you take ship, smoothing the waves before you ! 
May you be loved and honored by all men, so that they may 
rejoice at your arrival, and lament at your departure ! Still re- 
taining your affection for me, may you never lack the society of 
a friend equally faithful ! May the Divinity also conciliate to 
you the favor of the Emperor; may he regulate all concerning 
you to your complete satisfaction, and grant you a safe and speedy 
return to your own country and to us!" 

More serious anxieties were soon to assail the young Caesar. 
Constantius was about to call away half of the army of the 
Gauls. 



IV. — The Persian War renewed ; Julian proclaimed Augustus ; 

Death of Constantius (361). 

The Emperor had remained at Milan. This city he rarely 
quitted, except, as in 357, for a triumphal entry into the old 
capital of the world, which he greatly admired, but in which the 
Persian Hormisdas, who accompanied him, remarked that men died, 
as they did elsewhere;^ or, as in 358, for a rapid expedition 

1 Amm. Marcellinus (xvi. 10) gives curious details concerning this triumphal entry o£ 
Constantius into Rome, where for thirty-two years no Emperor had been seen, and Sym- 
machus (x. 54) concerning the Emperor's visits to pagan temples, his respect for the 
Vestals, his gifts for festivals and public sacrifices, the priesthoods conferred by him upoa 
noble Romans, etc. Lastly, to recompense the city for its welcome, Constantius caused to bd 
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against the Alemaimi of Khaetia and a brief campaign against 
the Barbarians of the Middle Danube, where an easy victory gave 
him the surname of Sarmatieus. Religious disputes occupied liim 
much more closely. He wished, like his father, to govern the 




:9 AT ROUP.' 



Church. To succeed in this, a monarch must be extremely pow- 
erful ; Constantine himself never obtained anything more than a 
relative tranquillity. ITudcr Constantius tlie Empire was perpet- 
ually agitated by the disputes of the Arians and the Orthodox ; 
of these we shall speak later: they were quarrels always more 



brought from Egypt ilie obelisk which still standB in the square of St. ilohi) Lateran. 
Wo ni.iy notice thai alllioit^h lilmsi'If a zciklous Arian. Constantius made no attack u|>oii 
pa'^nnism at Rome, except lo order the altar of Victory to be removed from the curia 
while ho himself vra» there, llo hail maile the p.igan 'i^icmistius Renalor of ConManti- 
nople, and he scot another pa^n. the phi1o<iopher Eiitilnthius, as ambassador to Sapor. 

' Collection of Tobias Diehlcr at Vienna. Tins cameo, on agatiwinyx, published by 
the Itev. C. W. King, of Trinity College, in vol. iv. of the Ctimhri'lnr Aniiijiinriitn Sorie^ 
«,'r C-nmnmcatiom, May, 1880, is the flcvcnlh in size amon^ known cnmeos, bnl it is 
arac)na tlio very [loorest as a work of art. Compare it with the cameos of Angnstiis. Tiheriu^ 
and Septimiii-" Sevems, represented in the rnloreii plate. Vol. IV.. and in the text illustra- 
liuns. Vol. IV. p. i3fi9. and Vol. VI. p. hOi. and its great inferiority will bo obvious. 
In this cameo is the hero o( the occasion Constantius or Constantine? I believe it to be 
the former, who maile a triumphal entry into Kome in SST. while we have do account 
(liat Con 
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noisy than dangerous. He also proposed to suppress all indiscreet 
search into the future. Tlie magicians seem to have alarmed him 




extn'ini'ly, for he set on foot an actual persecution against all who 
questioned the stars or thr; oracles. In 359 the magister peditwn, 

' (Iciri. n!/.!',.-!,,,,, liarh rtuiim. |>iilili>Iit!<I in liis Thrimria dipii/rkorvm vdervm, toI. U. 
|il. L p. 16S. Above, two Viclnrii;.!, t-M-h hMin-j a AiwU; Irctwcen, tho Chrut UmMRg 
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Barbatio, much disturbed by the arrival in his house of a swarm 
of bees, consulted the diviners as to this omen, and learned from 
them that it announced an event of great importance. This event 
which Destiny had in hand could be nothing less, the general 
thouglit, than the approaching death of the Emperor, to be fol- 
lowed by his own accession to the imperial dignity ; and his wife, 
Assyria, m her imagination seeing him already invested with the 
purple, implored him, in a letter written in cipher, not to prefer 
to herself the Empress Eusebia on accoimt of the latter's beauty. 
A copy of this letter was brought to (^onstantius by the treachery 
of a slave. According to the old beliefs, which when driven out 
from men's minds had left behind them a multitude of supersti- 
tions, an evil thought was a beginning of crime ; and these puerile 
ho|>es had always been considered as treason.* Barbatio and his 
wife were beheaded; and, as was the custom, the friends of both 
shared the same fate. 

These pretended conspiracies, which disturbed the court, did 
not agitate the Empire; but an unforeseen peril threatened it in 
the East. 

Sapor, at last making an end of the wars which had long de- 
tained him in the eastern provinces of his Empire, claimed anew 
the whole of Armenia, and Mesopotamia with it.^ In 359, guided 
by a deserter who furnished him with plans of the fortresses and 
details of the condition of the arsenals and of the distribution of 
the Roman troops in the East, he crossed the Tigris at Nineveh 

with the right hand, and holding in the left a sceptre surmounted by a crosn. In the 
centre the Kmpcnir on horseback, and a suppliant Barbarian; the horse has the phalarae 
of which our collections furnish many examples; a woman supports the Emperor's foot, 
and by what she bears in her robe doubtless symbolizes abundance. Above, at the right, 
in a Victory holding a palm, its feet are placed upon the globe of the world, representing 
."Vinbolirally the words toto orbe recfptOy placed by Constantius in one of the four inscrip- 
tions of the obelisk transported by him to Rome. At the left is a man holding in his 
hand a Victory and having a sack of gold at his feet. In the lower section of the diptych 
is still another Victory, and Barbarians offering gifts. In the effaced compartment at the 
right are legible the words: Constantius Dominus noster. 

^ See in Amm. Marcellinus (xxix. 1) how this passion for penetrating the future had 
>pread, and how many victims it made during the reign of Valens. The methods at that 
time employed, remind one of the table-tipping of recent times. 

• Amm. Marcellinus (xvii. 5) has preserved this letter of Sapor (who styles himrelf 
"the brother of the Sun"), and the reply of Constantius to his ** brother, king Sapor." 
We observe that the phraseology employed by modem kings towards one another is very 
ancient. The style of Marcellinus is often diffuse; the account given in the text of the 
^iege of Amida is greatly abridged. 
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with an army said to be a hundred thousand strong. For this cam- 
paign we have the story of an eye-witness, Amm. Marcellinus, who 
is able to tell us how in those days a great siege was conducted. 

" 1 was sent," he says, " with a centurion to the satrap of 
Corduene, who ordered me to be conducted to the top of some high 
rocks, whence with good eyesight a man could see for a distance 
of fifty miles. Here we remained waiting for two days, and on 
the morning of the third day the whole horizon was filled with 
countless hosts of men, the king marching before them, glittering 
with the brilliancy of his robes. The king had crossed the river 
at Nineveh; and we, calculating that the whole host could hardly 
pass over in less than three days, returned with speed to the 
satrap and brought word of what we had seen. Upon this, orders 
were given to compel the residents of the country to retire with 
their families and all their flocks to a safer place, and that all 
the standing crops should be burned. 

"When these orders had been executed, and the fire was kin- 
dled, the violence of the raging element so completely destroyed 
all the corn, which was beginning to swell and turn green [AprD 
or May], and all the young hferbage, that from the Euphrates to 
the Tigris nothing remained. Fearing to be cut off from provi- 
sions, Sapor, with his army, advanced through the grassy valleys 
at the foot of the mountains ; and finding that the Euphrates 
could not be crossed, being swollen by the melting of the snow, 
determined to direct their march to the right through a region 
fertile in everything, and still undestroyed. When our generals 
received intelligence of this from their spies, we determined to 
march in haste to Samosata to destroy the bridges at Zeugma 
and Capersana, and thus check the enemy's invasion if we could 
find a favorable chance for attacking them." On the road an 
engagement took place, and the Romans, being defeated, fled in 
a great panic and threw themselves into the town of Amida, a 
fortified position, where the Parthian legion, with a considerable 
squadron of native cavalry, were in garrison. They were reinforced 
by six legions, two of which were Gallic (who by forced marches 
had outstripped the Persian host), and some squadrons of companion 
archers, — corps in which all the freebom Barbarians served, and 
conspicuous for the splendor of their arms, and their prowess. 
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" Marching slowly, on the third day the king came to Amida.* 
And at daybreak everything as far as wc could see glittered with 
shining arms, and an iron cavalry filled the plains and the hills. 
The king himself, mounted on his charger and taller than the rest, 
led his whole army, wearing, instead of a crown, a golden figure of a 
ram's head inlaid with jewels ; being also splendid from the retinue 
of men of high rank and of different nations which followed him. 
He rode up to the gates to try the garrison with a parley ; and the 
Deity of Heaven, mercifully limiting the disasters of the Empire, led 
this king to such an extravagant degree of elation that he seemed 
to believe that as soon as he appeared, the besieged would be sud- 
denly panic-stricken, and have recourse to supplication and entreaty. 
Pushing on boldly, so that his very features could be plainly recog- 
nized, his ornaments made him such a mark for arrows and other 
missiles that he would have been slain if the dust had not hindered 
the sight of those who were shooting at him. His mantle, how- 
ever, was pierced by a javelin ; upon which he withdrew, raging as 
if against sacrilegious men who had violated a temple, and crying 
out that the lord of so many monarchs and nations had been in- 
sulted, and resolved to use all his efforts to destroy the city. But 
on the following day he sent Grumbates, king of the Chionitae, 
to demand first that the garrison should surrender. The garri- 
son, however, replied to this demand by a shower of arrows, 
one of which struck down the king's son who rode at his side. — 
a young man in the flower of his age, a prince who in stature 
and beauty was superior to his comrades. After a whole day's 
contest the body of the young prince was recovered by the Per- 
sians and borne with great lamentations into their camp. Then 
a cessation of arms was ordered, and for seven days the youth, so 
noble and beloved, was mourned after the fashion of his nation 
with a funeral feast, dancing, and singing melancholy dirges ; 
and the women, with pitiable wailing, deplored the hope of their 
nation cut off in his early youth. . . . Then Sapor determined to 
propitiate the shade of the dead prince by making the destroyed 
city of Amida his monument. 

*^ Having given two days to rest, and sent out large bodies of 

* Saini-Mmrtio, In hit Mimoirei kistoriques^ L 166-173, places Amida oo the dte of the 
ancient Hgranocerta. 
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troops to ravage the fertile and well-cultivated fields, which were 
heavy with crops, the enemy then surrounded the city with a 
line of heavy armed soldiers five deep ; and at the beginning of 
the third day the brilliant squadrons filled every spot as far as 
the eye could see in every direction, and the ranks, marching 
slowly, took up their appointed positions. • 

^' From sunrise to sunset these lines stood immoyable, as if 
rooted to the ground, without changing a step or uttering a word; 
and then the men, withdrawing in the same order as they had 
advanced, refreshed themselves with food and sleep, and on the 
following morning, even l)efore the dawn, led by the clang of 
brazen trumpets, returned and surrounded the doomed city. 

"Then Grumbates, like a Roman herald, gave the signal by 
hurling at us a blood-stained spear, and the whole army, with 
clashing arms, rushed up to the walls. The attack was fierce; 
l)ut soon many of the enemy fell, their heads crushed by great 
stcmes hurled from the scorpions. Some were pierced with arrows 
or transfixed with javelins, and strewed the ground with their 
bodies ; others, wounded, fled back in haste to their companions. 
Nor was there less grief and slaughter in the city, where the cloud 
of arrows darkened the air, and the vast engines scattered wounda 
everywhere. This slaughter lasted till the close of day, and waa 
riMu^wed again the next morning before daybreak, until the lossea 
on both sides caused a longer tnice ; for when the time intended 
for rest came to us, (continual sleepless toil exhausted our remain* 
ing strength, in spite of the dread caused us by the bloodshed and 
the pallid faces of the dying, whom the scantiness of our room did 

XoTE. — Tlio (>(>!( irrd plate n^pn'Si'tits a masMivo silver cup, which marks the progrMS of 
art iiniliT the Sa><:ini<l kiiiirs. Tliis cup (which was pn'scnte<l hy the Due de Luynes to the 
( 'fifilm f ,ir Fnmr, . wlirn> it iiiav Ih' compared with that of (MiusnMis), of vvaifX anil cliowd ril 
with rpjiiro Lnl<lr(I and in nirllo, n*proscnts in has-rdief a kin<; of I'ersia hunting. Tlie 
nnli. wIkim* h(»rs(> is 'uy'uvz at full speed, is (li*icliar!;in<r an arrow; lH>forc him are fleeing two 
wil<l luiar^ and a piir. a huffidiN an aris. and an antelope. Many victims of the royal hunter 
arc >tivti.lu'd ii|»on the irnmnd. His costume is very rich: a tiara is upon his head, jirecii 
slnne'* adnrn lii^ ear", lii«* nerk. and his douhle trinlle: the tunic and the anorync/^s, or 
MT^. an- euiltroidered. as also the horse's harness wliirh, like the how, is decorated with two 
float i ML' stn-aniers. Tlie^' knot>. or enfls of tli*- ln.<ti^ are a divine attribute, which fran die 
roval per^c.n extend to the ohje<*t< which are used hy him. M. de I/on$;pdrier ascribes this 
enp to Kinj IVm-ius (fifth century A. i).): hut M. Chalwuillet is dis|>oscd to date this speei- 
nien of Oriental silver-work as far l»ack as tin* Tv'vin of Sapor TI., the adversary of Constsntiua. 
Cf. (\tUil..,/U' f/,'ii.niL etf.. No. -J.HHI. ]ip. \G^, t«;0. ami Aiinnf*.< th Vlnttihit arrheol. XT. 98. 
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not permit us even the last solace of burying, since within the 
circuit of a moderate city there were seven legions, and a vast 
promiscuous multitude of citizens and strangers of both sexes, and 
other soldiers, so that at least twenty thousand men were shut up 
within the walls. 

** In the meantime the restless Persians were surrounding the 
city with a fence of wicker work, and mounds were commenced ; 
lofty towers were also constructed, with iron fronts, in the top of 
ea(*li of which a balista was placed, in order to drive down the 
garrison from the battlements. But during the whole time the 
shower of missiles from the archers and slingers never ceased for 
a moment. . . . 

*• At the dawn of the next morning we saw from the citadel an 
iinminerable multitude, which, after the ciipture of the fort called 
Ziata, was led to the evenings camp; for a promiscuous multitude 
had taken refuge in Ziata on account of its size and strength, it 
being a place ten furlongs in circumference. In those days many 
other fortresses were stormed and burnt, and many thousands of 
men and women carried off from them into slavery, — among 
whom were many men and women enfeebled by age, who broke 
down under the length of the journey, gave up all desire of life, 
were hamstrung, and left behind. Our Gallic soldiers beholding 
these wretched crowds, demanded to be led against the enemy, 
threatening their tribunes and centurions with death if they re- 
fused them leave. Permission being at last given them, armed 
with axes and swords they went forth, taking advantage of a 
dark and moonless night. And imploring the Deity to be propi- 
tious, and repressing even their breath when they got near the 
enemy, they advanced with quick step and in close order, slew 
some of the watch at the outposts, and the outer sentinels of the 
camp who were asleep, fearing no such event, and entertained 
secret hopes of penetrating even to the king's tent, if fortune as- 
sisted them. But some noise, though slight, was made by them 
in their advance, and the groans of the dying aroused many from 
sleep, and the bands of the Persians were now to be heard flock- 
ing to battle from all quarters. Nevertheless the Gallic troops, 
with undiminished strength and boldness, continued to hew down 
their foe with their swords, while some of their own men were 
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also slain, pierced by the arrows which were flying from every 
side. And they still stood firm when they saw the whole danger 
collected into one point, and the bands of the enemy coming on 
with speed, yet no one turned his back; and they withdrew, re- 
tiring slowly, as if in time to music, and gradually fell behind 
the pales of the camp, being unable to sustain the weight of the 
battalions pressing close upon them, and deafened by the clang 
of the Persian trumpets. And while many trumpets in turn 
poured out their clang from the city, the gates were opened to 
receive our men if they should be able to reach them; and the 
engines for missiles were heard playing, although no javelins were 
shot from them, so that the Persians might be terrified by the 
noise into falling back, and so allowing our gallant troops to be 
admitted in safety. 

" Owing to this manoeuvre the Gauls about daybreak entered 
the gate, although with diminished numbers, many of them se- 
verely and others slightly wounded, and having lost about four 
hundred men. ... To their leaders, as champions of valiant ac- 
tions, the Emperor, after the fall of the city, ordered statues in 
armor to be set up at Edessa in a frequented spot. And these 
statues are preserved up to the present time unhurt. 

" When the next day showed the slaughter which had been 
made, nobles and satraps were found lying among the corpses, 
and all kinds of dissonant cries and wailings indicated the grief 
of the Persian host. ... A truce was made for three days by 
common consent, and we gladly accepted a little respite in which 
to take breath. . . . 

"And now the Persians, rendered more savage than ever, de- 
termined to proceed with their works, and with extreme warlike 
eagerness hastened to die gloriously, or else to propitiate the 
souls of the dead by the destruction of the city. All kinds of 
structures and iron towers were brought up to the walls, on the 
lofty summits of which balistae were fitted, which beat down the 
garrison who were below them, and spread great slaughter in our 
ranks. At last, when evening came on, both sides retired to rest, 
and the greater part of the night was spent by us in considering 
what device could be adopted to resist the formidable engines of 
the enemy. At length, after we had considered many plans, we 
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determined on one which appeared the safest, because it could be 
the most rapidly effected ; namely, to opiX)se four scorpions to 
the enemy's four balistae, which were carefully moved (a very 
difficult operation) from the place in which they were. But before 
the work was finished, day arrived, bringing us a mournful sight, 
inasmuch as it showed us the formidable battalions of the Per- 
sians with their trains of elephants, the noise and size of which 
animals are such that nothing more terrible can be presented to 
the mind of man. 

"And while we were pressed on all sides with the vast masses 
of arms and works and beasts, still our scorpions were kept at 
work with their iron slings, hurling huge round stones from the 
battlements, and baskets of burning pitch and tar, by which the 
towers of the enemy were crushed and set on fire, and the balistae 
and those that worked them were dashed to the ground, so that 
many were fatally injured, being crushed by the falling struc- 
tures, and the elephants were driven violently back, and also, 
surrounded by flames, retreated, and could not be controlled by 
th(»ir riders. The works were all burnt : but still there was no 
cessation of the conflict, for the king of the Persians himself,* 
who is never expected to mingle in the conflict, sprang forth 
like a common soldier among his own dense columns, and as 
the number of his guards made him the more conspicuous, he 
was assiiiled by numeroas missiles, and forced to retire after he 
had lost many of his escort. 

"On the following day Sapor, full of rage and indignation, 
called forth his people again to attack us ; and as his works had 
been all burned, the attack had to be conducted by means of their 
lofty mounds raised close to our walls, while we also from mounds 
within the walls, as fast as we could raise them, struggled, in spite 
of all our difficulties, with all our might, and with equal courage, 
against our assailants. The conflict was prolonged until at last, 
while the fortune of the two sides was still undetermined, the 
structure raised by our men, having been long assailed and shaken, 
at last fell, as if by an earthquake ; and the whole space which 
was between the wall and the external mound, being made level 

^ The penonal gtllaiitrj of Sapor is well known ; he exposed his life in Uie same waj at 
the sic^ of Bezabde. Constantias was much more prudent. 
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as if by a causeway or a bridge, opened a free passage to the 
enemy. By the king's command all his troops now hastened 
into action, and a hand-to-hand engagement ensued. The city be- 
ing filled by tlie eager crowd which forced its way in, all hopi* 
of defence or escape was cut off, and armed and unarmed, with- 
out any distinction of age or sex, were slaughtered like sheep. 
. . . After the massacres and plunder of the destroyed city, the 
count Aelianus and the tribunes, by whose vigor the walls of 
Amida had been defended and the losses of the Persians multi- 
plied, were wickedly crucified ; and Jacobus and Caesius, the 
treasurers of the commander of the cavalry, and others of the 
band of protectores, were led as prisoners with their hands bound 
behind their backs ; and the people of the district beyond the 
Tigris, who were diligently sought for, were all slain, without dis- 
tinction of rank or dignity." The historian tells us that he suc- 
ceeded in making his escape (359). The city fell at the close of 
autumn (autumno praecipiti). The invasion by the Persians had 
therefore lasted about six months. 

Amida had held out seventy-three days, and its capture cost 
the Persians thirty thousand men ; Sapor was no longer in a 
position to undertake anything, and 
he returned into his own kingdom. 
But encouraged by this success, he 
' set out again, the winter being over, 
with a powerful army, and took 
Singara, which he destroyed, and 
Bezabde, which he fortified. Roman 
deserters had taught the Persian king that the capture of important 
cities was much more useful in extending his empire than victories 
in the open field and the richest of booty. Constantius, alarmed, 
proceeded to the East, and ordered Julian to send him most of his 
auxiliaries, and with them three hundred picked men from the 
other corps.' The demand was not unreasonable; the welfare of 

' ATTOKP. M- ANT. FOPAIANOC CEB. Bust of Gordian. OntheraTerM: ATp^qXta] 
CKnTfi/uu] KOA'^tji'ui] riNTAl'A ; |>(;rionification of the city, turreted utd MinDouiit«d by llw 
sagitlarius. (Brunzc coin.) 

^ Affl^rHinz in .Iii1iiin'!i accniint. hn hail alrctuly sent to the Emperor four cobocta of 
f.">t, tlircB Iruops of cavalry, anJ two lugiona {Letlfr to Ike Athtnianf, HCt. 10). Antm. 
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the Empire required that the Gallic army, having now no enemies 
to encounter, should contribute to save the Oriental provinces ; but 
the Emperor's order caused consternation among the troops and 
throughout the country. The auxiliaries had enlisted with the con- 
dition that they should never be called to serve beyond the Alps ; 
and the legionaries, for the most part bom in Gaul, were terrified 
at the idea of being sent into the depths of Asia, whence, even if 
victorious, they could never hope to return. Soon murmurs are 
heard ; libels upon CJonstantius are circulated " in the two legions of 
Celts and Petulantes," where the complaints of " abandoned Gaul " 
are set forth. Julian, apprehensive of resistance, advises the mes- 
sengers who have brought the imperial rescript to send the troops 
away in small detachments, and, above all, not to let them pass 
through Lutetia, his place of residence.* They believe a snare is 
hidden under this prudence, and insist that the Caesar himself 
shall give the order for departure. Julian urges the soldiers to 
obedience ; he bids them adieu kindly ; he gives them huge wagons, 
in which, along with the baggage, their wives and children may 
be carried; and he returns into the palace quite decided to lay 
down the purple, that he may not be responsible for the woes 
about to fall upon unprotected Gaul. The remainder of the day 
passed quietly, without outcries or tumult of any kind, only a 
growing excitement was discernible in the camp ; groups gathered 
around some speaker, then broke up, to form again. At sunset 
men seemed to have reached a decision; they gathered in a mass, 
came down to the palace, surrounded it, and thousands of voices 
raised the alarming cry : " Julian Augustus ! " 

When their voices reached the ear of Julian, he was alone in 
a remote room, extremely irresolute, seeing just before him the 
throne, or else death, — the latter certain, in case he refused. To 
end his hesitation, he appealed to the gods. "Through a narrow 
aperture," he says, "I raised my eyes to heaven, and falling pros- 
trate before Jupiter, I begged the god to give me a sign, which 

Marcellinas met near the banks of the Tigris one of the Parisii who had deserted to the 
Persians. 

^ In 17S4 there was found, under the Palais de Justice in Paris, an anUque cippus, 
five feet ten inches in height, without inscription, and bearing on each face a divinity 
in high relief. These are given on the opposite page. Cf. Dulaore, HUtain d§ ^ 
voL 1. p. 75, and pL 4. 
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he at once bestowed upon me." The young Caesar felt a new 
strength descend upon him, before which his reluctance gave way. 
The resolution towards which he inclined became decided in his 
mind, and, as often happens, he took the secret impulses of his 
own heart as a sign of the will of the gods.^ Going out to the 
soldiers, he promised each man five pieces of gold and a poimd of 
silver; then, as there was no diadem at hand, a standard-bearer 
put his own collar upon Julian's head. 

The revolution cost not one drop of blood. The new Emperor 
permitted the adherents of Constantius to go away freely, and he 
sent to the wife of his most dangerous enemy, the prefect Flo- 
rentius, the necessary authorization to employ the public post 
(March or April, 360). It was a usurpation, certainly; one which 
Julian had neither resisted nor brought about. The demands 
of Constantius had made rebels; the fame and popularity of the 
Caesar made an Emperor. After a resistance creditable to his 
honor and his philosophy, he yielded; but we cannot say, with 
Gregory Nazianzen, that he seized upon the crown to make himself 
master everywhere.^ If we search to the bottom of this man's 
mind^ it becomes clear that he never desired the imperial station. 
All his letters attest this. "Three or four philosophers," he says, 
"can do the human race more service than a multitude of kings."* 
His supreme ambition was philosophy ; but with it there was now 
mingled a desire to bring about the triumph of this philosophy and 
of the religion which he had deduced from it. 

Julian hoped that Constantius would ratify the wish of the 
army, and that civil war might thus be avoided. He wrote to the 
Emperor a truthful account of all that had taken place. His letter 
was firm, and worthy of himself. He promised to remain faith- 

^ The extreme anxiety in which he was at the moment increasing the tendency of 
his mind to enthusiasm and mysticism, he regarded as a sign from heaven — as an old 
Roman augur would have done — whatever object happened to appear before hlB ejres. 
Later, the unknown sign of which he speaks in his Letter to the Athenians, sect. 14^ 
became an apparition of the Genius of the Empire, which predicted to him obscurely 
his approaching end. This prediction gives date to the account of Amm. Marcellinus 
(xx. 5). This story was made up after the death of Julian, so that the pagan Emperor 
might have his celestial vision, as the Christian Emperor had his. Amm. Marcellinna 
(xxv. 2) represents the Grenius of the Empire appearing to Julian a second time on the 
eve of his death. See close of the following chapter. 

■ Invect, i, 46. 

* Letter to ThemistiuSj sect. 8. 
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ful to Constantius, to accept from him a praetorian prefect, and 
to send to him some military aid, though not aa much as the 
Emperor had called for.* The legions, on their part, wrote sup- 
plicating the Emperor to permit the Caesar to retain the title of 
Augustus. As had occurred a century earlier, Gaul, speaking by 
soldiers who were, for the most part, her own children, asked for 
a national government. Tlie Emperor received these communica- 
tions, in the middle of the year 360, 
at Caesarea in Cappadocia, where he 
was preparing to march against Ssr 
por. In order to gain time, he re- 
plied with moderation, advised Julian 
to content himself with the title of 
Caesar, and to receive those whom 

he had sent to fill various offices in the army and adminiiitration of 
the West. When the messenger of Constantius, the quaestor Leonas, 
arrived at Lutetia, Julian, without entering into any discussion 
with him, called together the army and had the imperial letter 
read aloud in their presence. The soldiers interrupted the reading 
by unanimous cries of "Julian Augustus!" "You see this," said 
the new Emperor to the envoy; "it is the army which refuses to 
obey, not I." In answer to the charge of ingratitude made in the 
letter of Constantius, Julian replied only : " It is true that I was 
an orphan when the Emperor ascended the throne; and he knows 
how I became so." 

However, to indicate his respect and his desire for peace, he 
accepted the praetorian prefect who was sent him ; but the other 
of&cers he dismissed, saying that he had need to choose for himself 
those who should serve under him. A rupture was inevitable. The 
Empress Kusebia bad just died ; we may hope, and it is possible, 
that she never knew of the breaking of those ties which she had 
formed.* 

1 Amtn. HarcelUnoi (xx. 8) ipeftki of a Mcoud letWr, iMrn wai threatening, which 
wu to be giceti to Con*t«ntitu privUelf. 

' PL. CL. IVLIANVS P. P. AVG. Bait of Jalian, bemrded and weariog the di» 
dem. On tlM rarerM, VIRTVS EXERCITVS ROMANORVM. Seedier teuing • priMner 
by the hair. (GM ctnn.) 

* Amin. Marcellinui (xxL I), apeaking of the marriage of Coutaniiui with FauKisa at 
the close of the jear 380, mft : A miua Jampridtm E^tMa. 
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After an unsuccessful campaign in Mesopotamia, where he had 
vainly endeavored to retake Bezabde, Constantius returned to pass 
the winter at Antioch. He occupied his leisure m completing 
public works for the embellishment of this capital of the Syrian 
provinces, and for the improvement of the basins of Seleucia, which 
served it as a harbor ; and also in festivals on occasion of a third 
marriage, and in quarrels with his bishops, — deposing this one, 
exiling that, and not discerning that it was for his interest, on the 
approach of civil war, to secure peace in men's souls.^ Meanwhile 
he had decided to begin in the spring his campaign against the 
new Magnentius : he collected troops, ordered great quantities of 
provisions to be gathered in the fortresses of the Western Alpe, 
and by secret emissaries strove to hurl the Alemanni upon Gaul;' 
he also hoped to shut Julian up in his provinces. A final impe- 
rial letter promised " to the Caesar " his life on condition of 
absolute submission. This haughty language did not intimidate 
the Gallic Augustus. Julian made ready for the struggle calmly 
and prudently. He granted a general amnesty to the partisans 
of Magnentius, who for seven years had been living in con- 
cealment in Gaul or among the Germans, dreading the hatred of 
Constantius ; and he thus gave himself ardent supporters of his 
own cause. That his provinces might not be exposed to alarm 
during his absence, he employed three months in visiting the 
banks of the Rhine, fortifying cities and castles, supplying them 
with provisions and men, and bringing the Roman standards ao 
near to the Barbarians that he had reason to believe that the 
latter would retain a respectful fear of them.' He returned 
through the valley of the Doubs, visiting the strongholds of 
Mandeure and Besan9on, which protected the valley of the Rh6ne* 
against the Barbarians ; and he halted at Vienne, whence he 
watched during the winter the passes of the Alps. The Gauls 
gave him everything he needed, — money, provisions, and soldiers. 

^ Socrates, !▼. 7 ; Sozomenus, vL 26 and 28. 

' Sco, in Amm. MarceIlinu^ xxi. 3, the stoiy of the Aleman king Vadomar, who mads 
an a};rcement with Const&ntias to betray Julian, and whose letter was intercepted. JnliaSt 
in hifl Lrtt^r to the Atheman$^ and Sozomenus (v. 2) attest the solicitationa addreated by 
Constantius to the Alemanni to induce them to attack (laul. 

* Amm. MarcellinuH, xx. 10; Julian, Letter 38, and Afisop., sect. 22. 

^ lie has given us, in his Letter 38, a very exact description of Betan^on. 
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III- |ini|»isi'(l to It'iivff III thi'iii as tlirir ilefi-iiiItT his frit'iul Sjilliist, 
who at iii-ws of tht' uvciits that had taki-ii plai-c in Liiti-tia had 
hasti'iittl to jiiin tiuii. lVti'riniiiiii;r In Xnkv tlit; oHViLsivi.'. Julian 
snit out a uiaiiiffMo ih-.-iiriniI to ndlv to hi.s rauw all thi- 




IIESAXI,"^- "OMAN ItriNS IS THE S<1L'ARE OF 8T. JEAS. 

|ia;iaiis in (;r:fn' and Asia.' Wo hiivc his Icttor addn'sspd to the 
H'liatr and jhopli- of Atlicns. In this he rt-latcd Ins life, his 
(•aui])ai;;n. his I'li-vation. and tlic nnirdiTs of Conslaiitiiis . and he 
vnv distinrtjy stati-d his IM-Hcf in th*' <dd <z(uh. 

At tliat time an oracle was <'urrcnt anionj: thi- pagans. 

' At Virniic. «1iiTi- III' |in*«iit tlif winhT iif ;li;o. lie was prvM-nr in the i-liurch of Hist 
>ity Dl llii' ChriMUn fi^llml «f rlic E|>ii>hanr (Amm. Marrflliniit. xni. 2). A few w<-vki> 
InliT he ulTcrMl * «arrifi<-<! In Ik-lli>na. I'liimln rliu H-rniiura IMIaiiii {IliiJ. !,}. 
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announcing that the magical arts which Peter had employed to 
cause the Christ to be worshipped, would lose their power at the 
end of three hundred and sixty-five years.^ This period was close 
at hand ; and the oracle was doubtless well known to Julian, who 
may easily have believed himself the person designated by the 
Sibyl as the avenger promised to the ancient divinities. 

The soldiers had revolted that they might not be torn away 
from Gaul ; but they now joyfully consented to cross the Alps and 
the Rhine under their chosen leader. Julian divided his small army 
into three corps, — one to advance through the Alps and Upper 
Italy ; the second, through Rhaetia and Noricum ; with the third 
— three thousand picked men — he made his way through the 
Black Forest to the banks of the Danube. Sirmium was the place 
appointed for the rendezvous. Each corps was ordered to advance 
by forced marches, that the enemy might not have time to organ- 
ize a defence. The flotilla of the Danube, captured by a sudden 
advance, in eleven days carried the army, without fighting, into 
Pannonia.^ The population of the river-banks, gathering to see 
these soldiers from Gaul pass by, welcomed with clamorous enthu- 
siasm the young general whose victories had already made him 
famous. Even Sirmium offered no resistance ; his advanced guard 
captured the imperial magister equitwn, and when Julian himself 
arrived, both people and soldiers came out to meet him with 
torches and garlands of flowers. With a rapidity like that of 
the first Caesar, Julian arrived before it was known that he had 
set out. 

He hastened to occupy Na'issus, where he established his head- 
quarters, and the pass of Succi, a defile separating the Rhodope 
from the Haemus, and Illyricum from Thrace.^ Strangely enough, 
Constantius had done nothing to protect this important position, 
nor had he closed the passes of the Alps in Italy and Noricum.* 

* Saint Auj;^usline, Civ. Dei, xviii. 53. 

2 Zosimup, iii. 10, and Mamertinus, Pan. vet. xi. 8. See, in Sozomenus (▼. 2) what 
puerilities the Christians at this time accepted with confidence, — the dew which fmlU on the 
garments of the soldiers makes the figure of a cross, and in the entrails of a sacrifice a 
crowned cross appears to Julian. Credulity, placed at the service of enthusiasm, was the 
mala<lv of the time. 

m 

■ Between Sophia and Philippopolis. ^ 

* Two legions, faithful to Constantius, had taken refuge in Aqtiileia, bat opened the galee 
on hearing of the Emperor's death. 
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Trusting in his usual good fortune in civil wars, where he had 
always Ixjen victorious, he had concerned himself but little about 
this ntjw rival, considering the Gallic war as of no more impor- 
tance than a hunting-party ; * and he had fulfilled his imjK»riaI 
duti(\s !)}• employing the summer of -UW in a last exjxidition into 
Mt\M>|x)tamia against the Persian king. He was at Edessii when he 
learned that Julian had taktMi i)o.*<.'H».ssion of Illyria. He n?turned 
in haste to Antioch, and although in feeble health set out for 
EuroiKj. At Tarsus he was seized with a fever, and died at Mop- 
sucrene (Nov. 3, 301) in his forty-lifth year, a few days after he 
had received bapti.sm.* Gregory Nazianzen accuses Julian of having 
poisoned Constantius, — a calumny pleasing to the irritable bishop, 
but so manifestly false that the Church historians have not ven- 
tured to reiK^at it. 

Annn. Marcellinus ix)ints out certain good qualities in Con- 
stantius, virtues belonging to him as a man rather than as an 
Emjvror, — goml morals, sobriety, and a taste for letters: but iilso 
the suiK»rstitiousness of an old woman,* and wordy subtleties with 
the priests ; a raiKicity which the cry of the oppressed provinces 
Ufver abated ; a su>picious |)olicy which was ready to put to death 
even the innocent ; lastly, a cruelty which surpassed that of the 
worst tyrants, taking pleasure in the most ingenious refinements 
of torture, that punishment might be carried to the utmost ex- 
trtMue without taking life.* Such is the portrait of Constantius, 
drawn by a contemporary friendly to Julian, it is true, but even 
more a lover of the truth. 

It is siiid that on his death-bed Constantius designated Julian 
as his su('ces.sor. A con([ueror without having fought, and the 
last scion of the Flavian family, Julian had no need of this dec- 
hiration. No man hesitated in recognizing the rei>el of yesterday 
as the legitimate Emperor. The Counts Theolaif and Aligilde* 



* . . . Tanqunm vnuiticnm pniedam caperei (Amm. Marcellinus, xxi. 7). 

^ As early an the year H5D his death had been rei^anliMl a< near at hand (Jhid. xviii. 3). 
Hin poi^thumoua daughter Cunstantia tuarried the Hn){ierur (iratian. 

* AnUU gupfrntitio {ihiti, xxi. IC). 

* . . . Caiiffulae rf Dumitiani et Commmii immanitaUm fticUe fuperabat . . . mortemquf. 
lotigiu* in puniendi* tfuihwidam, $i natura permittertt^ amahatur extendi (Ibid,), 

* Amm. Marcellinus, xx. 2. Observe the German names of these deputies of the imperial 
court and council. 
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brought to him the oath of fidelity of the ministers, the generals, 
and the court. All Constantinople went out to meet him (Dec. 11, 
361), and the Roman Senate, which had lately received with dis- 
favor an accusing document from Julian on the subject of Con- 
stantius, hastened to repair this fault by sending to Julian a setiatus- 
consultum decreeing to him the imperial honors. 

1 D. N. CONSTANTIVS P. V. AVG. DUdemed bust of ConsUntina U. wearing the 
paludamenlum and the cuirasi. On the reverK, SABINAE and the rape of the Sabina 
womcD : ID the fureground, two men, ODe of whom is dragging away a kneeling woDun, and 
the other grasps a wom&D with outstretched hsndi, who is apparentlf calling for help ; in th* 
backgroukd, six womeo and thrw obelisks. (Bronce medallion.) 
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CHAPTER CVI. 

THE BEUaiOnS QUESTIOI LTJBSSQ THE BEIOI OF 00I8TAHTI1TS. 

I. — Paganism and the Diviners. 

THE pagan reaction which Julian sought to make victorious is 
the most important fact of his reign. To understand this 
error we must remember the life to which he had been condemned 
before his accession, and we must take into account the religious state 
of the Empire during the reign of Constantius. We have shown that 
the perils which threatened Julian's youth, his hatred for the re- 
ligion of those who persecuted him, and his love for Greek letters 
and philosophy, had early won him over to Hellenism. We have 
now to see how, in view of the fierce discords in the Church it- 
self and of the presumption of certain of the bishops, this man, 
who was by conviction a pagan, might easily believe, on becoming 
master of the Roman world, that the tranquillity of the Empire 
required him to strive against the Christian revolution and the 
independent attitude of the clergy, by restoring the old system of 
religion and the old authority of the Emperors. 

The religious history of the reign of Constantius has a two- 
fold aspect, for there were two religions in the Empire, or, we 
might say, three, — Paganism, Nicaean Orthodoxy, and Arianism 
in all its shades. Of these religions Constantius persecuted two. 
This was not because the pagans made any disturbance. They had 
l(»gal and historic possession ; a prefect of Rome called their cult the 
religion of the Empire; and they nowhere formed communities for 
purposes of resistance or for the observance of religious rites. But 
the government was hostile to them, and the mind of Constantius 
was not firm enough to keep to the tolerant policy of his father. 
From the imperial palace came forth, now and then, menacing 
words, which authorized, if not persecution against individuals, 
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at least, here and there, the pillage and destruction of edifices 
consecrated to the old cult. Libanius asserts that Constantius pro- 
hibited sacrifices and overthrew temples.^ This man is a rhetori- 
cian, and the rule of his special kind of writing is to generalize 
even from a single fact. As there had been for two centuries 
local acts of violence against the Christians, so now, under Con- 
stantius, such acts were committed against pagans, and probably 
in considerable number. What, however, shall we think of many 
laws, preserved in the Theodosian Code, formally proscribing pagan- 
ism ? This subject has been much discussed. The law of 341 is 
open to much doubt ; the genuineness of the edicts of 346 (?) and 
350 (?) have been regarded as equally questionable.^ 1 admit them 
myself because so many witnesses attest them and because Amm. 
Marcellinus refers to them in speaking of contrary decrees made 
by Julian.^ These were made in order to gratify those Christians 
who, like Firmicus Maternus, clamored for the despoiling, the over- 
throw, and the complete annihilation of idolatrous impiety. '' De- 
stroy the temples," he said to Constantius, "and in their place rear 
trophies of Victory." But the execution did not follow the threat, 
except in certain places, and in spite of their formidable language, 
these laws remained without efficacy. The armies of Magnentius 
and Eugenius wore in the main composed of pagans, and the 
troops of Julian showed their joy when he publicly professed him- 
self a believer in the old faith. In 333 Constantius put an end 
to the nocturnal sacrifices which Magnentius had authorized;* but 
he did not speak of the public sacrifices which Constantine had 

* *0 fifv yap [Constantine] iyv^ivatrf rov irXourov rovt Ofovf 6 di [Constantius] ml 
KaTia'Ka'^€ rovt vaoi'S kiu nuvra ifpov €^aAf(^ar vofxuv tdiOKfv airuv oir i(rfi€v (vul. ii. p. dSly 
edit, of Venice. Cf. A/., Letter 1080, anil the Discourse for Aristophanes), 

^ Codex Theod. xvi. 10, 4, and 6. Lusaulx {Untcrfjang des IlflUuismus) and Iliini'l 
(Corpus jur. antejustin.) regard as authentic the laws of 34G and 356, closing the tempK'S 
and prohibiting .sacrifices under i)enalty of death. Beugnot and the Due de Broglie (iii. 
864) adopt the conchisions of I^ Bastie, who thinks that if these laws were issued, thejr 
were certainly not executed. 

■ xxii. 5. When he says of Julian : Sui pectoris patefecit arcana et plants absoluti^ 
que dccretis aperiri tcmpln^ nristpie hostins admoveri ad denrum statuit cultum. In chap. 
ii. of the same l)Ook lie say?* that the temple of St^rapis was threatened with destructioD, 
•Mike so many others" (ne illud quofjur tentaret cvfrtrrt')] and, in his treatise Against HerO' 
r/iu.«, sect. 17, that the sons of Constantine overthrew the national temples which their 
father had despoiled ; finally, we read in Sozomenus (iii. 1 7) : vaovs ibrayraxov nnfUvmn 
rV irAfo-iv, cV aypoii KfKkuaBoi irpoctTafaw. 

* Codex Theoil. xvi. 10, 6. 
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allowed to continue, which the usurpi' 
ilcd, :inU which scan- 
dalized ilie Christians 
much more. When, 
a few months after 
the publication of the 
law of 35G, the Em- 
peror went to Rome, 
he ordered the altar 
to be removed from 
the curia, so that the 
customary libations 
should not he made 
in his presence ; ' but 
he did not interfere 
with iho privileges of 
the Vestals, he dis- 
trihiitod priesthoods, 
granted moneyforthe 
cereuKinies, and, ac- 
couipiiniL-d liy t lie Sen- 
alt', visited the sanc- 
tuaries of the gods, 
ri'ad with cumposure 
llie inscriiitiuns en- 
graved to them, and 
listening to the his- 
turv of each temple, 
expressed liis approv- 
al of the men who 
had founded them. 
■■ Notwithstanding 
his attachment to 
another faith, he 

' JutiAn aiiDulled thu order. 

' FL. IVL. CON'STAN- 
IIVS KOB. CAKS. Uu- 

rcltui) buit of ConitaDliut, with tbe paltiilamentum sad tbe 
■hield, upoD whicb i* r«pre«eiiled th« Emperor galloping b 



certainly had not prohib- 




Luirafv. holding ■ ipear and n 
the right, preceded b7 a Vic 
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respected that of the Empire." ' Symmachus was in the right in say- 
ing this ; paganism was still so powerful in Rome that a sophist of 
great renown, the intimate friend of nobles, lost his popularity on 
the day when he inscribed his name among the catechumens.' Con- 
stantius always regarded the college of pontiffs as religious magis- 
trates in charge of the national cult,* and a law of 358 regulates the 
election of the pontifex maximus for the province of Africa.* 
Constans, so full of zeal for orthodoxy, — in the provinces belonging 
to his brother, — gave the pre- 
fecture of Illyria to a pagan 
very devout towards the old 
gods, and the same Emperor 
prohibited the destruction of 
temples in the neighborhood 
coiK OF JOLiAM." of ^"'^' In ^^^ *^ity itself 

these edifices all remained 
undisturbed, and Memphis, Alexandria, and Antioch, like the old 
capital of the world, still kept theirs. Memphis had its sacred 
bull, Apis, always an object of public worship ; Alexandria, its 
great temple of Serapia, still full of all the beautiful objects 
which Marcellinus mentions as belonging to it; and the statue of 
the Apollo of Daphne, which rivalled in splendor the best works 
of pagan art. still stood just outside the gates of the great Syrian 
city in which ''the disciples were first cjilled Christians." When 
Julian entered Antioch, shortly after his accession to the throne, 
he saw the smoke of sacrifices arise from many altars, and the 
inhabitants celebrating with great display the death of Adonis, 

tory, followed by a i«oldier, and ptittin;; to flight A crowd of enemies. On the reverve : 
GAVDIVM UO.'tlAN'OKVM. CoDsLsntinc in ihc t-cnini with two of hi> soni, &U three 
■taniling, in mililnry contnme, and leaning on tlicir gcc|itrei; a celestial hand liuldi ft crown 
over the head of Coniiiantinc: liin ran at llic left is rrowoed by a soldier; the one at th« 
right, by a Victory. ITn.lernuath, M. COX.S. Weight, !) o7. (.Museum of Vienna.) 

' Symiiiai'hiiH (L'l'erf, x. M). Amm. Marcellinus (xvi. Ill), and the aoonynoui aathor 
of a IK'^rriplioD iif the World who visiicd Home at this time, all say the unM: . . . Colm 
et dor, rr pnrlf Jorrm ft Solfm (Hudson, Oro//r, minor, iii. 1.1). 

' ."^aint Auguitine. Con/>-ssinns. viii. 2; Suprhi iratrehnntur, denlibut mm Mnrfctont •( 
tabeteebant. I'ndcr .Tnlian. he wbh ciblizci] to close hi* school. 

■ Cnilri Tlirml. ix. IT. .' (\a-ii of »t!)). lie calls the tombs atdijieia maniiM. 

* IhUI. xii. 1. ^i;. 

* ('oin of Julian, with Apis on the reverse. Great bronze in the Mdmhu flf fifOW 
(■'omarmond, Dtfrripl. <Ui Anliifuei, pi. aifi, No. 18). 

' tW« Theod. xvi. 10, 3. 
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symbol of the harvest falling before the sickle, to spring up 
again a few months later in a new harvest.* "At Alexandria," 
says a contemporary, " the gods are worshipped fervently ; the 
temples are richly adorned ; the priests and augurs, numerous. . , . 
Ileliopolis, Olympia, Athens, Eleusis, all preserve their sanctua- 
ries," etc.,' and men continue to interrogate the future on the 
banks of the sacred lake of Aphaca. The Jupiter of Pheidias is 
still at Olympia, the Poliac Minerva in the Parthenon, and the 
Greeks still celebrate their four great games,' and even their 
mysteries. The official orator in the reign of Constantius, The- 
niistius, — a pagan whom the Emperor made senator, as he made 
another pagan his ambassador to Persia,* — represents Egypt as all 
lighted up with illuminations at the festival of the Minerva of 
Sa'is; and as late as 362 the pagans in Alexandria were numer- 
ous enough to make a sanguinary riot on occasion of a word of 
contempt uttered against the temple of Serapis by the bishop of 
the city.* At Bostra the number of idolaters equalled that of the 
Christians,® and the most famous pagan of the time, Libanius, 
had a school successively at Constantinople, Nicomedeia, and An- 
tioch, without being anywhere molested. This persistence of the 
old cult should not surprise us ; the contrary would be remark- 
able ; for in history we find no abrupt changes : revolutions, even 
those which have been compared to thunderclaps, have had their 
long antecedents, and their results are of long duration. The phi- 
losopher Chytras in Alexandria, accused in 359 of consulting divi- 
ners, was set at liberty when he explained that from his childhood 
he had been a worshipper of the gods, and that he had now con- 
sulted the oracle, not through ambition or sacrilegious curiosity, 
but to render the divinity favorable to himself.^ 

The last of these facts confirms those which precede it, and 
shows us the true nature of the persecutions of Constantius, and 

' Amm. Marcellinus, xxii. 11, IS, 14, and 16. Julian (Afisop. 8) says that at An- 
tioch he sacrificed in the temples of Jupiter Philius [the patron of friendship, identical with 
Jupiter Ilospitalis], Ceres, and Fortune. 

' Vetus orbis description pp. 15, 17, etc. 

' Julian, Letters 8 and 85. 

* Amm. Marcellinu9, xxii. 5. Eunapius speaks also (p. 466) of the embMtj of the 
6ophiKt Eustathius In 858. 

* By the bishop's own avowal (Julian, Letter 53). 

* Amm. M.irc<{llinus, xxii. 11. * fbid, xiz. IS. 
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his hostility towards all foolish persons who were attracted bjr 
astrology or magic. In these men who sought to penetrate the des- 
tinies of the Empire, he saw, as his father and all his predecessors 
had seen, fabricators of conspiracies, and he designates them, as 
three centuries earlier Nero had st^'led the Christians, " enemies of 
the human race." He decreed death, with all forms of torture, 
against persons, however elevated their station might be, who should 
inquire of soothsayers and diviners concerning the future, — ^Ueat 
. . . perpetua divinandi cxiriositas (358).^ In the rapacious and 
wicked hands of informers these laws were a valuable means of 
finding criminals and confiscations. Amm. Marcellinus says of Con- 
Btantius : '' This feeble mind, incapable of appliciition to serious 
things, was singularly in fear of the oracles. . . . Free i-ein being 
once given to ciilumny. a crowd of men, noble and obscure, accused 
of having consulted the Apollo of Claros, the oaks of Dodona, or 
the Delphic tripod, to know when the Emperor should die, were 
dnigged from all parts of the Empire to be examined before a 
commission which sat at Scytliopolis in Palestine. As the crime 
charged was treason, the usual exemption from torture in case of 

* Codex Theod. ix. 10, 45 : . . . Sit equulco dedituH unfjuliffjue suirantihua latera^ Bxal 6, 
ariuis 357 et 3jS. The elder Pliny (xxx. 1 et .sr/y.) did not believe in uiagic, and ridicules 
tlic men who thoiig^lit Umt by t^wullowin;; the heart of a mole --** that animal so ilUui^etl hy 
Nature"- — one eouhl obtain revelations of the future. Liician {The Falsr Prophet) thinks 
tlie 8amc. Hut lK)th are sceptics, and they were never popular leaders. AH the world — 
pajrans, Christians, even philoso]»hers — lM'lieve«l in nia^^ic. See the AjndiKjia of Apulcius, 
who had to defend himself from a formidable accusal i(m of this kind; Maury, Iai Mnffie et 
rastrolof/ir : l)e Vo'jiie, /ti>rr. antmo ms^ p. si ; and Vol. VI. p. .'i97 of this work. '*Astrol- 
o«;y.** says M. de Vu<rue, 'Mvhidi had its lH.-^innin;; in (haldaea, attributed to the planets a 
flpecial acrency in human affairs. These stars of periodical revolution (trntnfut) were eon ffid- 
ored <livinities of the first rank, some benevolent, others the reverse; they ser\ed as visible 
intermediaries between the earth and the Supreme Tower, invi>ibli', ineomprtdiensiblv, ami 
fatal, whose soul lillcd all Xature, and whose special abodi' wa> the inaccessible rc*;iiin of 
the upper air, above the zone of the li\ed stars. The planets, a-jrents <»f this power, had lo 
do with all the phenomena of the visible world, — some a** demiur^ri, others as sources of life 
or d«'ath, of *:o(m1 or evil: they presided over the sucj'e«'>ion of >eas«ms and events, and the 
least details of terrestrial existences. The 7(Kliac was their sidereal abode; each had its nor- 
mal re^'idence in f»ne of the sij:ns. There its power was ;:roatest, an»i recipnx'ally was mutli- 
fied a> it passed into other siirn** and constellations. The movement of the planets among 
tin- liea\enlv bodies jletermined therefore a multitude of a«tif>ns and reactions, — sonic favor- 
able, other** inifavorable : and the stu<ly c)f them, and aiiplicatiou to the facts of existence, wer4» 
the sum ami substance of astroloiry. Certain conjunctions of stars were* rci:ardetl as very f r- 
tiinate, and these were rp[)rcsented on amulets, to apply their virtues to the |>ersons wearint; 
them. ^loreover, vows and prayers were addressed to these sidereal divinities; notwitlistamU 
in'Z the inevitable chara<'ter of their movements, tlu-y were believed to have a will of their 
own, whiih could hi* conciliated bv homai:e and sacrltices." 
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the honorati was not granted ; many died upon the road from 
the weight of the chains with wliich they were loaded, while 
otluTs perished under torture in the prisons." Such, then, was the 
condition of paganism under Constantius : " The pagan cult was 
officially maintained and often honored, and it was at the same time 
insulted with impunity. Everything depended on the disposition 
of the people and of the magistrates, on the strength of one party 
or the other, — often on a mere accident of place." ^ 

This inquiry into practices which in a certain measure made 
part of the national cult, and these threats hanging over those 
who still remained believers in the old religion, disturbed pagan 
society. The other, the Christian part of the community, was even 
more agiUited; but its disturbances came from within. Never had 
moral disorder like this been seen before in the Empire, and Con- 
stantius seemed to take pleasure in making it worse. " By his 
foolish superstitions," sa^s Amm. Marcellinus, •' he disfigured the 
Christian religion, which is in itself simple and clear, and he ex- 
cited controversies rather than appeased them. The high-roads of 
the Empire were full of troops of priests going to their interminable 
discussions in the synods."' 



n. — Struggle between the Arians and the Orthodox ; 

Council of Sardica. 

The truths of mathematics are not discussed, because they are 
absolute certainties ; but the demonstration of religious doctrines 
being impossible, men quarrel and kill each other about them. 
Accordingly, at all periods the civil power seeks to prevent these 
disputes. In order to introduce into the Church the same peace 
which he had caused to prevail in the State, Constantine had 
ordered the Nicene Fathers to draw up a confession of faith, which 
he then undertook to impose upon all the bishops ; for he pro- 
posed to govern the new clergy as he had the old, — with absolute 
authority. The Orthodox, especially their leader, Athanasius, liad 
quickly made the Emperor see that they intended to be themselves 

1 This judicioiii Ungaa|^ is that of the Due de Broglie, iii. 183. < xxL 16. 
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sole masters of the Christian conscience of the world; on the other 
hand, the Arians had shown towards him a docility which pleased 
his imperious spirit, and he had died a believer in the Arian doc- 
trines, after having sent into exile the chiefs of the Orthodox 
party. 

The situation was not the same for his sons. Constantine II. 
and Constans reigned in countries where the Nicene creed had been 
willingly accepted ; nothing disturbed the peace in 
religious matters, and the Emperors naturally shared 
the faith of their subjects, — for them it was a 
question of policy, and not of conscience. Accord- 
ingly, they had decided at Sirmium, in 338, to 
recall the banished bisliops. Arianism, on the con- 
trary, in its different forms,' prevailed in the East 
because the bishops in that part of the Empire were anxious to 
preserve their religious independence and the authority of their 
Councils. Rome had long disturbed them by her discreet but per- 
sistent claims to be made the centre of Catholic unity. To strive 
against her they needed the assistance of their Emperor, which 
they had secured by their submission, and he was favorable to a 
clergy who seemed to remain national in refusing to recognize a 
foreign authority. Constantius in the East was the partisan of 
the Arians, from the same motives that retained the Emperors of 
the West in the Orthodox faith. Thus Valentinian and Valens at 
a later pei-iod .separated from each other in their religious faith 
when the one reigned at Milan and the other at Constantinople* 

Constantius must have been strengthened in these inclinations 
by his monarchical instincts when he learned that Athanasius, on 
returning to Alexandria, had called together eighty bishops of 
Egypt and Libya ; that he had caused them to prepare an ency- 
clical letter condemning in violent terms the council assembled by 

>ConstaT.sI..third«.notConaUntine(FL.IVI..CONSTANS P. F. AVG.). GoM eoia. 

* The Ririct Ariann. rejecting the word ofiooCmn!, which for the Orthodox oiprvmd 
idcDtity of eubntanco, mainuini^i] a difference in substanco between the Father kuil tba Son ; 
the f«nii'.Vrians aclmitlcU re<<eii>blance of subitance, iiiniommt ; the Ackciftns (M>«allad froa 
thoir tcailcr, .Acaeiu<i of L'ae<<arca) admitted ni^itiier unity nor otjiialit)', nor eveD rcMmbUnes 
between the Father and the Son. The senii-Arian bishop of CoDMantinople, HacwkofaM^ 
dejioi-cil in 360. tajght a new berciy, — that of the Pm-umstomachi. who deny the ddtj of Um 
Holy Spirit. 

* Magneotiua lought also to gun over the Orthodox of the Eut; ie« above, p. Tft 
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Constantine at Tyre ; ^ that, finally, the Alexandrian bishop had 
addressed himself for justice to the Bishop of Rome, — a subject 
of the Emperor's brother, —whose approbation, secured m advance, 
would determine that of all the Western prelates. 

Constantine's latest counsellor, Eusebius of Nicomedeia, contin- 
ued to direct the policy of that Emperor's son. When Pope Julius 
convoked the &yaod demanded by *' the Egyptians," Constantius 
authorized their adversiiries to hold another in his presence at 
Antioch. Ninety-seven bishops were present. They prepared 
twenty-five canons, which the Church has received, and a very 
orthodox confession of faith, with the single exception that the 
word which at Niciiea had been employed to express the con- 
substantiality of the Father and the Son was not employed in it. 
One of the canons, the twenty-fourth, declared that as the pos- 
sessions of the Church were the patrimony of the poor, the bishop 
sliould take of them for his personal needs only so far as was abso- 
lutely necessary for his subsistence. Two other canons, the fourth 
and the twelfth, were directed against Athanasius, who while 
under sentence of deposition from a council, still held the see of 
Alexandria. The Fathers appealed for the execution of sentences 
passed by the council to the external authority, or. as was said 
later, to the secular arm.^ The Cappadocian Gregory, ordained 
bishop of Alexandria, went into Egypt with a military escort 
commanded by the dux Balac. A soldier, the prefect Philagrius, 
went b(»fore them to prepare the way. If we may believe the 
ecclesiastical writers, who derive their authority chiefly from the 
I>erson most interested, namely Athanasius himself,^ Philagrius 

* See, Vol. VII. p. 553, an extract from this letter. 

^ At the same time ihev iei()«;nizeii the disaiivantajjes of rashly callin<;j in the im|>erial 
authority; and while they solicited it in the Ah'xandrian (piestion, they ccmiiemned hy their 
eleventh <an()n the bi>hop (or priest) who nhould apfK'al <lire<'tly to the Emperor without the 
consent of liis metro{)olitan and his fellow-bishojis uf the same province. 

' Tlie maxim of law, uniu testit^ uuihis frstif^ is applicahle in history in cases where it is 
le^itirn.'itc to ex])ect either prejudice or self-interest. Compan*. for example, in the Monn- 
mthtu placed at the end of the works of Saint Optatii** (Mi«^ne, Putrolotjie^ xi. 1170), what the 
ni>ho|> of C'arthajje savs of ** the verv reliirious Con^tans** and of his two envovs, Paulus and 
Macarius, who came into .Africa '* as ministers of a holv work/' and how the Donatist author 
«>f the Marculi Passio speaks de (^on^tantis retjU ti/nmuint t.tmut^ and ** the two wild beasts'* 
whom he sent to declare **an accurse<l war uiM)n the Church." The same thinir is 
true in respect to the .Alexandrian troubles. In their circular letter to the bishops, the Fathers 
of Philippopolis lay them all at the door of Athana<ius and his partisans, — which by no means 
proves that he ought to be personally accuse<l of causin'i them. 
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let loose Jews and pagans against the Christian community, the 
church was sacked, believers were insulted and beaten, and a 
sort of persecution extended throughout the whole of Egypt. It 
is not easy to see what interest the government and the bishop 
could have in stirring up tumults which no man can be sure of 
arresting at the desired point. Athanasius was beloved in Alex- 
andria, and the turbulent population of that city, consisting of 
pagans, Jews, and Christians always in a state of hostility, was 
fond of riots. Street-brawls there doubtless were, in which blows 
were given and received ; and of these the partisans of Athanasius 
got the larger and heavier share, bec<iuse the soldier, who was 
ordered to take part in the affair, brought to it his customary 
brutality. A strange spectacle was this episcopal entry assuming 
the aspect of civil war, and old pagans well might say that their 
gods had been more pacific. 

Athanasius had escaped to Rome, uttering an eloquent war- 
cry, his Letter to the Orthodox^ in which he compares himself to 
the Levite who cut into twelve pieces the body of his murdered 
wife and sent it to the twelve tribes of Israel.^ At this time fifty 
bishops were assembled in Rome, but not one of the Fathers of 
Antioch was among them (547). These latter had replied to the 
Pope's letter of convocation that Julius was wrong in receiving 
into his comnmnion Athanasius, whom two councils had condemned ; 
that all the bishops having equal authority, their jurisdiction was 
not dependent on the size of the cities; and that it would be fit- 
ting to remember that the preaching of the gospel had begun in the 
East, — by which they wished it understood that the true tradition 
was to be found there.'^ In his reply, Julius reproaches the Euse- 
bians for not agreeing with him and the bishops of the West on 
the subject of Athanasius, so that "sentence could be given unan- 
imously ; this is the custom," he says.' And, in fact, when a 
bishop had been cut off from the communion of the other bishops, 
it was necessary that the sentence be communicated to the absent: 

» Works of Athanasius, i. 110 (edit, of 1698). [Sec /uz/z/e.^ xix. 29.] 
' This {tentimont was so jjencral in the East that we find it expressed in the Coun- 
cil of Constantinople (381) at the very time when Theodosius was seeking to reunite the 
two churches. See, in (irujjory Nazianzen, the |>oem Titpi row iavrov Biok, line 1560. 

• . . . naaiv rjulif iwa ovrm irofta irdvrtav opiaOft to diKatop* This long letter OCCUrt in 
the Apolof/y of Athanasius against the Arians, in his Works^ L 123 et stq. The 
quoted is in sect. 34. 
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THE RELIGIOUS QUESTION UNDER CONSTANTIUS. 143 

if they accepted it, it became the decision of the Church ; if not, 
another council was called to decide the matter. Forty years later, 
Ambrose, writing to Theodosius, maintained the same doctrine,^ 
and two Emperors had put it in practice, — Aurelian in the case 
of the Bishop of Antioch, and Constantine of him of Carthage.' 
Pagans and Christians alike recognized in the Roman see a dig- 
nity superior to the other episcopates ; but they also thought that, 
in the exercise of jurisdiction, the bishops of Italy and the West 
should be associated with the Bishop of Rome. At this eix)ch the 
pontifical monarchy had not yet come into existence ; the Christian 
republic was governed by synods and councils, — that is to say, by 
the representative system. 

Graver disturbances than those of Egypt took place in the 
capitiil of the Empire. In 340 Eusebius of Nicomedeia and Paul 
of Thessalonica disputed the see of Constantinople. Eusebius had 
against him the canons,^ and Paul, the Emperor. The former 
gained the victory, and the latter was driven out. But Eusebius 
did not long survive the Council of Antioch ; Paul reappeared in 
the city to take possession of his episcopate, and a party in the 
Church promised to obey him. The Eusebians did not propose 
to abandon so lucrative a position ; they caused Macedonius, a 
deacon, to be consecrated bishop, and the master of the cavalry, 
Ilermogenos, confirmed the election in the name of the absent 
Emperor. Open hostilities at once began. The partisans of Paul, 
gaining the advantage, burned the palace of Hermogenes, seized his 
person, and dragged him through the streets till he was torn in 
pieces. The murder of a lieutenant of the Emperor implies many 
other murders, of which we have no report, for the victorious party 
allowed nothing to remain of whatever may have been written on 
this riot in Constantinople. It was a repetition of the scenes 
which had occurred in Alexandria, made in this case by the Ortho- 
dox ; and it was an aggravated Ciise, for the murder of Hermogenes 
was nothing less than treason. At news of what had occurred, 
Cunstiintius with his guards hastened to the city. The inhabi- 



> Letter 14, edit, of the Benedictines. 
« See Vol. VII. p. 801. 

^ The 15th Nicaean and Uie 2i8t of Antioch forbade the transference of a bishop 
from one fee to another. In the election of PauL the Emperor had not been consulted. 
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tants received him with every demonstration of penitence. Con- 
trary to his habit of extreme severity, the Emperor forgave ; 
the criminals were persons of very little importance, from whom 
nothing was to be feared. The city, however, lost half its cus- 
tomary distributions, and the bishop, Paul, seized unawares, was 
carried on board a vessel and sent a second time into exile. But 
when the praetorian prefect, escorted by a mass of soldiers, at- 
tempted to conduct Macedonius to the church and place him in 
the episcopal chair, it was necessary to make a pathway of blood 
through the midst of the exasperated crowd, and more than 
three thousand persons perished.* 

The enthroning of the two bishops, Gregory and Macedonius, 
manu rrdlitari^ shows the importance of the struggle which was 
going on in Constantinople and in Alexandria. It was reproduced 
in other cities ; Athanasius, who neither knew all nor tells all that 
he knew, makes mention of riots in many cities of Thrace. The 
disputatious Greeks had found in Christian theology inexhaustible 
subjects of discussion. As in earlier times the crowd had gathered 
to literary entertainments, public recitations, and the carefully 
prepared improvisations of the rhetoricians, so now men frequented 
the assemblies where the new teachers discussed the essence of the 
Father and the Son ; and these assemblies were of every day oc- 
currence. Amm. Marcellinus shows us the roads thronged with 
priests on their way to these discussions, and each man, he says, 
sought to bring the others to his way of thinking.^ 

The West, where men's heads were not made hot by so ardent 
a sun, had a faith more tranquil, more exactly defined; and the 
Roman clergy, who already manifested a spirit of government akin 
to that of the old Senate of republican Rome, by degrees took 

^ Socrates (ii. 16) says three thousand one hundred and fifty. 

* Constantius . . . exciiavU discidia plurima, quae progressa fusius aluit concertatione 
verborum : ut catervis antistitum jumentis puhlicis ultro citroque discitrrentibwi per synodos . . . 
dum ritum omnem ad suum trahere conaniur arhitrium^ ret vehiculariae succideret 9iervos 
(Amm. MarcellinuSi xxi. 16 ad Jin.). The twentieth canon of Antioch had decided that 
in each ecclesiastical province there should he two synods annually, and the Benedictines 
of St.-Maur enumerate more than forty of them in the reign of Constantius, of which 
one, that of Milan, in S55 brought together over three hundred bishops. We have seen 
(Vol. VII. p. 530| and note 1) that Constantino had placed the curstui publicuSy with all its 
accompanying advantages, at the disposal of bishops or priests whom he summoned to court 
or convoked for a council. The Bishop of Centumcellae also makes allusido^ in 355, to the 
great expanse this involved (Theodoret, ii. 16).' 
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control of the religious movement. Its head had never allowed 
himsc»lf to be present at a council held outside his own diocese, 
where it would be necessary to settle questions of precedence or doc- 
trinal authority, preferring to leave this in a vague distance, whence, 
under favorable circumstances, uncontested rights might, at some 
future time, emerge. At this moment he was making good use of 
the distractions of the Eastern Church to represent Rome as the 
centre of the Orthodox faith, and the refuge of those who suffered 
in its name. With a boldness which was politic, and also noble, 
tlie Pope took part with Paul of Constantinople, Athanasius of 
Alexandria, Marcellus of Ancyra, Asclepas of Gaza, and Lucius of 
Iladrianople, who were all persecuted by the Eusebians.^ But to 
defend in the great Oriental cities the new rights to which the 
Church laid claim, was to raise the hand against Constantius. 
The Pope needed therefore to have a sword at his command. The 
Emperor of the West was adroitly approached. This young man,^ 
of feeble intellect and coarse manners, was incapable of compre- 
hending that the question to be decided was this, — should the 
bishops be simply religious functionaries of the Empire, or sliould 
they be in their respective dioceses each a supreme authority freely 
elected, and independent of the laic power. Constans was at this 
time in the north of Gaul, occupied in fighting or in negotiating 
with the Franks. The Pope wrote to him at great length ; he 
sent to him Ilosius of Cordova, the confidential adviser of Constan- 
ts ne the Great, and he charged the Bishop of Treves, who had 
kindly received Athanasius during his exile, to see to it that Con- 
stans remained firm in the Orthodox faith. The Emperor seeing 
his bishops in harmony among themselves and his subjects sub- 
missive to their bishops, remained with them. At the request of 
the Pope he proposed to his brother to hold a general council 
at Sardica (Sofia), on the confines of the two Empires ; to this 



1 Tlie Eusebiaos, who hmd astcmbled at Antioch, replied to the Pope by a very animated 
letter, in which they asserted that it did not concern him to make inc^iiry into thvir conduct 
in expelling certain bishops from their churches, since they had not interfered with his 
jurisdiction within its proper limits (Socrates, ii. 15). In this passage and in chap, 
xvii. Socrates makes reference, in defence of the Pope's intervention^ to canons which 
did not exist. See, on this subject, President Cousin's discussion prefixed - o his transUtii>n 
of Socrates. 

* He was bom in S20. 

VOL. VIII. 10 
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Constantius agreed, and issued the necessary letters (344).* One 
hundred and seventy bishops presented themselves in the city 
designated ; Pope Julius did not attend, sending two priests to 
represent him, and Hosius, in whom he had entire confidence, pre- 
sided over the debates, as at Nicaea. 

Tlie matter to be settled by this council was decided in ad- 
vance. One party intended to annul the decisions of the councils 
of Tyre and of Antioch ; the other, to main- 
tain tliem. The question in reality had 
a political aspect : Should the Churches 
of the Eastern Empire be subordinated to 
those of the Western ? This is why Con- 
stantius remained so firmly attached to his 
Arian clergy. When the Oriental bishops 
saw Atlianasius admitted to tiie council, 
they refused to sit with "the excommuni- 
cate," and to the number of eighty with- 
drew to Philippopolia. Then the conflict began, and thunderbolts 
were interchanged. The two councils fulminated against each other : 
tlie Fathers at Sardica deposed eleven bishops of the Eastern 
Church ; the Fathers at Fhilippopolis excommunicated Athanasius 
anew, and with him eight of his adherents, — Hosius and Pope 
Julius himself included. The separation was final ; the limits of 
the two Empires marked the limits of the two Churches. 

This council, which began the schism from which Christendom 
suffers to this day, was a misfortune for religion, but it was a 
■ benefit to the Papacy. The Western bishops, threatened by the 
Eastern in their faith and in their desire to preserve the unity of 

1 Tbe chronology of this period is very confuBcd in respect to religious erenta. Socrmtea 
(li. 20), SozomenuK (iii. 1'^), ftnd, following tbem, Tillemoot, Fleury, uid the Art lit 
r/r{fifr In daten, place In .'i47 the Council of Sardica, which Hefete and the Doe de 
Broglie (ilace four yearn earlier. In my juilj^ment 344 is the true date, drawing thii infer- 
ence from ihe motive assigned by the Kuachiann for their departure from Sardiea. Tbey 
were recallc<l, they said, by Conslantius to alti'nil the celebration of hu triumph OTor the 
Per!>iann: now this Mjli-mnity, whicli the Emjieror wished to render brilliant, mnft httre 
Ui'n in himiir of the victory at Singara (see p. 65, note 4). The date 344 agroe*. mom- 
ovi-r. will) (III' ChronicI' of Saint .Tcrome. who places the return of Athanasin* b> At«xu- 
liria in ^tiH. and it ijt well known that ihiii return took place two years after the rom ~ 
llie harncil ArchhiAhop Manii of Lncca, in his SuppUm. ad nlteet. COMif. ITtf, ■ 
niloptji lhi<< Unt<-. 

> Conslantina II, (FL. IVL. COSSTANTIVS PIVS FELIX AVG.). Mnrm 




coxstaktiuh is imperial cottustf, axd boldino a virTcmv- 
'C'lpf at > mlniilan b^ Knndiknff. in ■ Riiulan " Hiiloiy of Bjuntliw Hinialiii>-iwiiitiTi|t-'*}, .' 



THE RELIGIOUS QUESTION UNDER CONSTANTIUS, 147 

the Church, felt more intensely than their predecessors had done, 
the need of a head, and they gathered more closely around him 
who, occupying the most eminent see, appeared most authorized 
to support the principle of unity. In every age peril from with- 
out has increased in the bosom of the Church the spirit of dis- 
cipline and the concentration of strength. In a letter addressed 
to the Pope, the Fathers of Sardica communicated to him what 
they had done, " because," they said, '' it is fitting that the bish- 
ops make report to the chair of Saint Peter : " namely, that since 
the Emperors have permitted new examination to be made, they 
have gone over the case of Athanasius, justifying him, and of the 
partisans of Arius, condemning them ; and in conclusion, they beg 
the Pope to make written communication of what they have done 
to the Churches of Italy, Sicily, and Sardinia. Another letter was, 
according to usiigc, sent directly to the absent bishops, to the end 
that all who should give in their adhesion to the decisions of 
the council shouUl be ''in fellowship*' with the Fathers of Sardica. 
Thus was constituted that great body, the Orthodox Church. 

Three points are to be considered in the letter to the Pope, — 
the right still recognized of the civil power to authorize, and con- 
sequently to limit, the deliberations of the council ; the special 
jurisdiction of the Pope over the suburban Churches contained in 
the Roman vicariat; thirdly, the deference of the Fathers towards 
the Roman see, where appeals of bishops condemned in their own 
provinces might, "in honor of Peter's memory," be brought and 
examined by new judges, if the Pope so directed.^ In recom- 
mending to bishops dissatisfied with the decision of their co-pro- 
vinrial colleagues this recourse to the Roman see, the council did 
no mon? than attribute to the Pope the voluntary jurisdiction 
grantiMl by Constantine to bishops in their dioceses ; ' but this 
canon w^as the comer-stone of that vast edifice whence in all 
coming time the Pope was to rule with supreme authority over 
Roman Catholic Christendom. 

The Eastern bishops had also prepared a circular letter, in 
which they related and explained their proceedings. We shall 
refer only to their doctrine in the matter of councils, and their 

1 Letter to the Pope, and Canooi 8, 4, 5, and 10 of the Council of Sardica ; Latin text. 
« See VoL VII. pp. 610-11. 
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opposition to the part which the Papacy was striving to assume. 
In the excommunication of Pope Julius they had struck at the 
head of this Western Church, which appeared to them so ready 
to accept a master ; and in rejecting the decision of the Fathers 
of Sardica they proposed to maintain the authority of their own 
coimcils, the only spiritual rule to which they were willing to 
submit. The Western Churches accepted indeed the same prin- 
ciple ; but among the coimcils they held that some were legitimate, 
and others were not so, — the councils of their adversaries being 
naturally of the latter character. "They have judged our judges," 
said the Oriental bishops, "and reconsidered the decisions of those 
who are now with the Lord. That which legally assembled coun- 
cils have decreed must remain fixed ; the Church cannot alter it. 
She has received from God no such power." To refuse to the 
Church the right of reconsidering her own decrees was equivalent 
to denying that revelation was continued in her by the Holy 
Spirit, and it was to deprive her of that principle which was her 
strength against the civil power. 

It is said that Constantius, after the Council of Philippopolis, 
continued the persecution of the Orthodox.^ Many bishops were 
deposed and banished; and it could hardly have been otherwise. 
The eighty bishops who had separated from the Council of Sardica 
could not in their provinces do otherwise than break with those 
who sympathized with the Western Churches; and the Emperor 
expelled from their sees all to whom his bishops refused the kiss 
of peace. If we judge from what occurred in Hadrianople, we 
may suppose that here and there riots broke out, inevitable in 
the midst of passions over-stimulated by the religious crisis of the 
time. When the Eusebians, returning from their synod, arrived 
in the capital of Thrace, the bishop of that city refused them 
fellowship, and the people, taking sides with their clergy, made a 
riot, wherein ten money-changers were the victims ; and their death 
in this way has entered them on the Church's list of martyrs. As 
for the bishop, he was sent into exile with chains upon his wrists. 
A contemporary, Saint Cyrillus of Jerusalem, exclaims sadly : 
•• Bishops rise up against bishops, priests against priests, commnni- 

^ Socrates makefi no mention of any such persecution, but Socomenot and AthtBiahis 
f{>eak of it at r^reat len^h. 
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ties against each other; and bloodshed follows."^ But he reminds 
himself that among the disciples one was a traitor, and is con- 
soled in thinking that the discords in the Church were prophesied 
in Holy Scripture.^ 

Constantius had taken great precautions to prevent Athanasius 
from returning lo Alexandria ; but urgent letters, followed by threats, 
from his brother shook the resolution of a man in whom courage 
was not the dominant quality. " Receive Paul and Athanasius," 
Constans wrote, '*and punish those who without cause have mo- 
lested them ; otherwise I shall go myself to reinstate them." ' 
Lest he should have on his hands two wars at once, — that with 
the Persians, which was just now breaking out anew, and that 
which his brother threatened, — the Emperor of the East, taking 
advantage of the opportune death of (irefjforius, gave permission 
for Athanasius to return to Alexandria (346). 



III. — The Orthodox persecuted; Athanasius; Lucifer; 

Hilary. 

Rendered pacific by the fear which the protector of the Ortho- 
dox caused them, the Eusebians dropped the religious question for 
a time, and the Empire had five 3"ears of tranquillity. But on 
the death of Constans the war broke out again. During the 
winter which preceded the battle of Mursa (350-351) twenty-four 
bishops who had followed the court, meeting in council at 

* . . . fi^xpit alfiar»v (I ngf ructions upon Religion, xv. 7). 

'" Socrates (ii. 23) says that all the Eastern bishops justifie<] by the Council of Sanlica 
wort* restored to their sees, that Lucius returned to IIadrianoi)Ie, and that in Constanti- 
nople Paul and Macedonius divided the city between them, each havinji^ his own church and 
his own asHcmljlies. The Arian clergy of Alexandria also preserved their immunities. 

' S^HTate?*, ii. 22. Cf. Tilleraont, Mem. ecrltjf. viii. 6I>.3. Constantius and his cour- 
tiers accused .\thanasius of havinji^ insti<rated Constans ag^ainst his brother, and after the 
death of the Kmperor of the West the Bishop of Alexandria was accused of coming to 
an understanding with Magnentius .\tlianasius in his Afmlofjij stigmatizes these rumors 
as calumnies. But the fact thai tliov were current at the court of Constantius shows that 
at Antioch it was fearc<l lest the Orthodox of the East should enter into relations with 
the subjects of the Western Km[H*ror. In his letter, Constans urges his brother \u make 
inveMi(;ation into the crimes of Stephen, bishop of .-\nti(x.'h, and his partisans. 1liis inter- 
ference must have been extremely <]isploasins to Constantius, and revealed to him dauiger- 
Otis ad\ersarie< in Uiose wlio directed his brother's policy. 
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Sirmium, accused the bishop of that city of denying all distinction 
among the persons of the Trinity, and loiidemned him as guilty of 
the Sabellian heresy. This was a blow skilfully aimed at the Ortho- 
dox, who, with tlieir doctrine of the consubstantiality of the Father 
and the Son, seemed to incline towards Sabellianism and to cast 
doubt upon the true humanity of Jesus. Magnentins being de- 
feated, and the Emperor 
of their choice having 
become master of the 
West, the Eastern bish- 
ops, with singular persis- 
tence in their animosity, 
again took up the end- 
less quarrel against their 
great enemy. Besides 
the former accusations, 
of which they averred 
that Athanasius was in 
no degree acquitted, they 
accused him of throw- 
ing all Egypt into dis- 
order and of performing 
ordinations outside of 

A COUNCIL.' 

his own diocese. Con- 
stantius, at this time in the city of Aries, assembled a council 
there, and Athanasius was again condemned (353). Saint Pauli- 
nus of Treves, refusing to subscribe to this sentence, was hanished 
to Asia Minor. But there remained refractory persons. The 
Emperor, resolved to put an end to the religious war, as he 
had ended the civil war, summoned to Milan more than three 
hundred bishops, almost all from the Western provinces, with 
the determination to oblige them to sign the act of deposition 
(355). He succeeded in doing this, but only after very sharp 
controversies. The gospels recommend submission to the tem- 
poral power ; but the Old Testament often counsels revolt, and 
its books were read in all the Christian assemblies. Orators ani- 




* Martigny, D!el, let Aniigviiit chrSienaei, from a very ancient punting. 
' Socrates, ii. 24 and 2G. 
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mated with the spirit of the old prophets of Israel gave utter- 
anc(» to very indei>endent hmgiiage. When they were bidden to 
reinc'inber the right of the sovereign whom Heaven had conse- 
crated by sheltering him with its constant protection, they made 
mention of kings whose w^ickedness Jehovah had for a time endured, 
that they might be hurled down to a more conspicuous destruc- 
tion. One of the assembly, Lucifer of Cagliari, scoffing at the 
pretended theological knowledge of Constantius, went so far as to 
say aloud the word which the Orthodox were all whispering to 
themselves: "lie is as was his father, one of those Arians who 
are the precursors of Antichrist." * The Gaul, Hilary of Poitiers, 
repeated the same language, with an Orientivl eloquence fulP of 
vivacity, but also of anger; he calls Constantius a dog, a raven- 
ing wolf, an unclean beast. But his words are sometimes beauti- 
ful. Reproaching the Emperor for the many creeds prepared by the 
Eastern bishops, he says : '* You are like ignorant architects who 
are never content with their own work ; you are continually build- 
ing and pulling down. But the Catholic Church, when first it as- 
sembled, made an immortal structure, and gave in the Nicene 
Creed so clear an expression of the truth that we have only to 
repeat it, and Arianism is eternally condemned."' 

The bishops of Milan and Vercelli had been almost as harsh 
as Lucifer, and the imperious requirements of the Bishop of Tripoli 
in the case of the Empress Eugenia show how haughtily these 
priests spoke to the successors of the men who had been accus- 
tomed to regard themselves as the undisputed masters of the world.* 
Here we have the tribunes of the people, forgotten for nearly five 
centuries, reappearing, and threatening the oppressor not with any 
powerless human anger, but with the wrath of God, — a new 
method of inciting revolutions ; and in fact a riot came near break- 

^ See Lucifer Calaritanus, Duo Libri pro A than, ad Const, imper,, his Moriendum esse 
pro FUio Dei, and the De non parcentlo ddinquenlibus in Deum (edit, of Venice, 1778), in 
which lie says to Constantius : '* We know what obedience we owe to you and to all who 
arc in authority, but we owe it in good works only.*' But what are good works? The 
bishops set themselves up as judges of the civil law and of measures adopted by the tern- 
I>oral fMiwer. TertuIIian had already used timiUr language, and later we frhall see how 
Athana^ius and (iregory will speak. 

' Hilary, Contra Constant, imper, 5 and 11, and passim; Benedictine edit., 169S. 

• Bossuet, in his preface to the History of Variations. 

* Fleury, Hist, ecclts. iii. 44;i, 451, 531 ; Tillemont, It. 381. 
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iiig out in Milan. Constantius had listened to the debates of the 
Council, sheltering his imperial majesty behind a curtain ; and when 
he heard the language used by Lucifer, he appeared in person upon 
the scene, and replied to the haughty words of the Christian priest : 
"You are to regard my will as your rule.^ My bishops in Syria 
accept it, and God is with me; for he has put the whole Roman 
world under my authority. Those who do not obey me shall be 
sent into exile." And accordingly, Hosius of Cordova, Paulinus of 
Treves, Dionysius of Milan, Eusebius of Vercelli, Lucifer of Cagliari, 
and a number of priests were exiled, and with them Liberius, the 
successor of Pope Julius, who, brought forcibly to Milan, did not 
bend before the sovereign will. When the Emperor reproached 
him with standing alone in the defence of a great criminal, and 
refusing to restore peace to the Empire, he replied : '' Three Israel- 
itish youths resisted the most powerful monarch of the East, and 
against them the fiery furnace had no power." ^ The Church loved 
this symbol of faith triumphant over kings and their cruelties, 
and it is found among the paintings in the catacombs.' 

Constantius, so ready to strike an isolated individual, regained 
his prudence when he had reason to fear that the execution of a 
sentence might occasion a popular outbreak. He wished that Atha- 
nasius would depart voluntarily into exile; but the bishop did not 
do this, being determined to yield to force only. Saint Anthony 
and his monks came down from their mountains to attest the 



^ ontp ryo) /3ovXo/xat rovro icav»v, ^fyr, voynf^ttrB^ (Athanasius, History of the Arian» 
written for the MonkSf i. 83). 

^ Theodoret, ii. 16; Sozomenus, iv. 11. Amm. MarccIIinus, who served in the body* 
guards {protectores)^ and was then at Milan, speaks of this conference between the Pope 
and the Emperor, and the ardent dcnire of the latter to have the Pofie accept the depcwi- 
tion of Athananius: . . . auctoritate qua potiores aeternae urhis episcopi (xt. 2). Thene 
words in his mouth should not surprise us. When the pagans understood the episcopal 
or(;anization of the Church, they always regarded, reasoning from their own history, the 
Bishop of Home as superior to the others in dignity. 

' The sentence, *' We ought to ol)ey God rather than men,*' has been the everlasting 
cry of all religious minorities, as i)olitical minorities have often made insurrection **the 
most sacred of duties." Origen (Contra Ceh, v. 37) endeavored to give Saint Peter^s 
language {Actx v. 29), which so many bishops have repeated, a rational besis, ooatrasdng 
the law of Nature, which comes from G(m1, with the written law, which comes from men. 
Doubtless human law is not alwavs in accordance with reason and t*onscience; bat unless 
it be admitted that this law must be obeyed until we have succeeded by pencefnl en- 
deavors in having it changed, society is at an end; and society is divinely ordered« for 
it springs from the law of Nature. 
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purity of the doctrines of Athanusiud, and the bishop went on 
tniiiquilly fulfilling his episcopal functions at Alexandria, while 
those who had fought for hiui at Milan, being taken unawares, 
far from their churches and their friends, were scattered in differ- 
ent places of exile. 

Alter crafty attempts to induce Athanasius to leave the city, 




THK THRFE H 



■nE FrBXACE.' 



the duke Syrianus had recourse to military violence ; and ^ain 
men were wounded and killed in the quarrel. Athanasius, "flee- 
ing like David before the ministers of Saul," escaped to the mon- 
asteries of the Thebaid, where the monks of Antony and Pachomius 
were a safer guard for him than the imperial protecfores were for 
their master. Geoi^e of Cappadocia was installed in the Alexan- 
drian see. The Orthodox, expelled from the churches which the 
Arians now filled, sought to hold meetings in the suburb.'* and 
outside the walls; and the soldiery dispersed them, killing and 
wounding as usual. Sixteen bishops were deposed, and thirty took 

* MoDtfancoo, AniiiivM txpliqute ; tupplt'menl, *oL lU. pL xvilL 
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flight, hiding themselves in caverns and in ancient tombs.* Accord- 
ing to the ecclesiastical authors, Diocletian's persecution was less 
cruel. Athanasius, whose letters were current everywhere, called 
Constantius the murderer of his family, the tyrant of the State, 
and for the Church the image of Antichrist.' Lucifer of Cagliari, 

detained in Palestine, 
addressed a letter of the 
bitterest reproach to 
the Emperor, wherein 
Constantius read these 
words : " If thou hadst 
fallen into the hands of 
Mattathias or of Phi- 
neas, thou hadst per- 
ished by the sword ; 
and thou sayest that I 
do thee wrong because 
I wound with my words 
thy soul dipped in the 
blood of Christians. 
Emperor, why takest 
thou not vengeance on 
me ? Why dost thou not smite this mendicant who dares insult thee? 
. . . Thou wouldst gladly do so, but hast not received power from 
Him who permits me to reproach thee for thy crimes. Thinkest 
thou that we shall respect thy diadem, tliy earrings, thy bracelets, 
and thy costly garments in contempt of the Creator? Like the fool, 
thou saidst: I am shamefully insulted by a wretch — I who am Em- 
peror ; and didst not say rather, — by a bishop who sees that I am 
a ravening wolf!" And Constantius, intimidated by "Christ's beg- 
gar," dared not strike.* At Constantinople a riot broke out; at 

* Cf. Athftnasiiifl, Apology, and Concemma hi* Flight; Thfodoret, iL 14; TiUmoal, 
Uim. tccIL'. vol. vii. pamim. 

' In his Lrller In ihnte irl-n Int'l a fiolilari/ Lift. 

* Nolilia iliiptitnlum, Rdckins. p. 112. 

* Tlic worku of l.iirifcr of Ca;;liiiri cnniain Ihe richeit voc&bnlary of insdt that was OTer 
adi]refi!<eil to a Ktvercizn. (S<m) in the lii-Ur in thr Venetian ctilion, 1 778, under ths word 
" Constant ill). ") Athanaxui*, Hilary of Puiiions and Crugory Nazianxen show no gresler 
reapFet for EinjMTOTs. Naturally, hcnjtiea are han<11ed even more ronshly, A famom book 
of Atliaoariur, llie Uiilory of tkt Ariaiu, is, «ays the learned binjpnpher of tho nlnt, onljr 
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Iloine and at Naples the bisliops who held the sees of the exiles 
were abandoned by a part of their clergy ; in Gaul, Uihiry of Poitiers 
rejected from the Church the accusers of Athanasius, and the latter 
obtained against him a sentence of exile. *• Hell was unchained." ' 
Men murdered each other in the name of religion at that time, 
and for many subsequent centuries; later, the motive became po- 
litical, but the result was the same. If man, as is asserted, is an 
improved animal, he has yet much to gain before becoming a 
humane animal. 

When Constantius visited Rome after the Council of Milan (357), 
C(Ttain matrons begged from him the reciill of Liberius. He re- 
plied that he wouhl consent to it if the exile would agree to share 
his functions with Felix, who had been appointed his successor, in 
such manner that each of the two bishops should govern his con- 
gregation in peace.* Thus Macedonius and Paul had done at Con- 
stantinople ; at Alexandria, even in the presence of Athanasius, an 
Arian clergy had held its ground. At the death of Constantius, 
Aniioch had no fewer than three bishops, each surrounded by his 
own followers, who were respectively heretics in each other't eyes. 
It is probable that in many of the cities rival Christian com- 
munities existed. The Orthodox at Rome, better disciplined, re- 
fused the proposed partition. But Liberius gave way, worn out 
by the fatigues of exile ; he wrote a submissive letter to the 
Emperor, and gave his adherence to a formula of belief which did 



** an oratorical lamfioon " [pamphlet oratoire'] (Fialon, Saint Athanase^ p. 207). But the bish- 
<»j)s ami (liK'tors «lo not even spare each other. Jerome utters biting words against Ambrose 
(m'o Canon Ilermanf, Vic de Snint Amhrotsf^ pp. 12^, 120), Athanasius a^^ainst all his adver- 
saries, (Ire-^ory N:i7.ianzen a;;ainst the Fathers of the Council of Con>tantino|)le, whom he 
calls a llotk of j.iys and a swarm of buzstini; wasps. ENewliere (irc^ory n*pro.iches lia^il, 
who had apiH)iMti>il hint to the bishopric of the small town of Sn*>ima, with irivinj; him this 
very unde>irable residence so that he might keep guard, in the interests of Basil, over the 
mountain roads by which dues were brought in to the ei>isoo|)al residence of Cacsarca. (See 
hi^ < 'tinnrn il* Vit. sun^ lines 400 et se^.) In his Lrttrr 49 he says: ** To interchange insults 
is to act as a bi>ho|> " {fmaKorrucaf leiPov^tBa). Tliat we refer to these facts is not due to any 
desire to dt'grade griMt men. or for the s.ad pleasure of fimling vile dross in the gold, but 
iK'causf this tone in |K)lemics Ixicamc habitual, and this violence of laniruacre in tlieolocjicaJ 
discussions KhI the way to violence of action in repressing heresy and in the religious wars. 

* Bossuet, Discours sur VIIiM, unir, 2d part, chap xx. 

* ThiHxIoret, ii. 17. It appears from this sinznlnr proposition how far the Emperor was 
from the idea which the Western bishops had adoptotl, of the importance of the Roman sec, 
and its work in making the Church a unit. Sozomonus (HisL eccL iv. 15) says that Liberins 
and Felix did in fact govern conjointly the lloman Church. 
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not contain the cracial word "consubstantiality." The great Hosius 
did the same. The Councils of Rimini and Seleucia, held in 359, 
by order of tlie Emperor, under the supervision of his counts, ap- 
peared to insure the success of the religious policy of Constantius. 
"The world," says Saint Jerome, "with amazennent found itself 
Arian ; " ' and a contemporary exclaims : " While the released 




CONSULAR PALESTINE PERSONIFIED.* 



Barabbas triumphs, Jesus is crucified afresh." But the union and 
peace infused by the civil power were only superficial ; and although 
the faith, Orthodox or Arian, continued to extend, — since in thie 
very year. 359, Junius Bassus, the prefect of Rome, received bap- 
tism on his death-bed. — confusion was greater than ever in men's 
minds, and disorder in the churches.^ Meietius. consecrated bishop 
of Antioch. was. a month after his election, deprived of his see 
by a council which promulgated a new confession of faith, — the 
sixteenth since that of Nicaea. Still another became necessaiy ; 
for after the heretics in respect to the Sen, came those in respect 
to the Holy Spirit,* who were not finally subdued till at the 



' Ingtmiiit lolui orhis rl Ari'nnum >e es. 

* Notilia diipiUalian, Bockiog, p. 110. 

* Sorrate^ ii. -17 nil _fin. 

* TiUemoDt (.I/em. tcclia. 



If (Skint Jerome, Adv. ttdftrinmy 



eDumersiei eigbleeo craecU- 
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(Ecumenical Council of 381. And now bloodshed began. Paul, 
the Orthodox bishop of Constantinople, four times dispossessed of 
his see, had been dragged in chains to the foot of the Taurus, 
shut up in prison, and put to death. His rival, the semi-Arian 
Macedonius, had savagely attacked the Orthodox and the No- 
vatians (a rigid sect, who made the way to heaven very nar- 
row) ; ' he had destroyed their churches and deposed their bishops. 
Socrates relates of him acts of atrocious cruelty which it would 
be difficult to believe, did we not know that of all social hatreds, 
religious animosities have long been the most violent. Macedonius 
was in turn deposed, after a sharp encounter had deluged with 
blood the courts of the church of the Holy Apostles (360).* 

When, on the second day of August, 358, Liberius re-entered 
Rome, a popular outbreak drove Felix from the city. Shortly, his 
partisans, clerical and lay, recalled him ; another riot again obliged 
him to escape from the city, leaving many dead behind him.' In 
Alexandria like scenes of violence took place ; against the bishop 
who now occupied his see, Athanasius casts the accusations of 
rapine, theft, and simony, with which the Arians had loaded him.* 
Thus, while the truly Christian believers, those who had received 
into their souls the Master's great lesson, heati pacificiy lived in 
retirement, in silence and prayer, seeking God and finding Him in 
charity and self-sacrifice, the disputatious and quarrelsome carried 
their angry arguments everywhere, and for a word, whose obscure 
depths only a few could fathom, men took each other's lives. But 
this word was, in the opinion of the Orthodox theologians, the 
capital point of doctrine; in the eyes of the Arian theologians it 
was of no importance at all; to the philosopher it appeared an 
impertinence towards the Creator, whose essential nature these 
men presumed to understand ; and the crowd, led by the crafty 
or the violent, added to the theological arguments sedition and 
murder. It was because the word served as a rallying cry to the 
different parties, which in this new society disputed with each 

* At Nicaea, Constantine, after hearing one of their leadcrt, Acesias, b reported to have 
^ai(l to him : '* Take a ladder and go up into heaven b/ yourself alono " (Sozomenoi^ L 2S). 

* Socratc^ ii. 3H, 42. 
' Socrate«, iL 4S. 

^ Athanasius, H'utoqf o/Ariamam, etc., p. 75; Epiphaoius^ Hatr. IxxvL 1 (edit of 16SS; 
vol. i. p. 91J). 
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other for the honors and emoluments of the Church and for the 
right of kading the laity to heaven by roads definitely marked 
out. This right to rule — the supreme ambition of so many men 
— which, for the benefit of the State, had been hitherto reserved 
to the civil power, was now seized by the Church in the name of 
Heaven and given by her to her ministers. A determined or an 
unconscious ambition was united, in the case of some, with the 
most selfish designs, in the case of others, with the sincerest faith ; 
so that Earth and Heaven united to stimulate the passions which 
strove for this new power over the souls of men, this second 
empire established within the first.^ 

At Constantinople, at Rome, and at Alexandria there was a 
strongly organized police system, and yet murders went on with 
impunity; what must it then have been in cities where no armed 
force protected the public peace ? " Under Constantius/' writes 
Julian, "citizens were imprisoned, persecuted, and banished. At 
Cyzicus, at Samosata, crowds of men said to be heretics were 
murdered; in Paphlagonia, in Bithynia, and in the country of the 
Galatae, whole cities were ravaged and destroyed." An ecclesi- 
astical writer speaks of a battle in some religious war, where 
four thousand soldiers were killed, — which would lead us to 
suppose that the slaughter on the other side was also great. 
Amm. Marcellinus, laying aside his habitual moderation, exclaims : 
"Wild beasts are not more fierce towards man than most Chris- 
tians are to each other;" and Gregory Nazianzen laments that 
the kingdom of heaven should be a chaos in which all the pas- 
sions of the lower regions strive with each other.^ The virtues 
hidden in many Christian homes were not conspicuous to the 
eyes of all. All men, on the other hand, witnessed the interested 
conversions of public officials, and the distractions produced by 

^ It was inevitable that in this ecclesiastical body, now become so numerous and already 
80 rich, quarrels of ambition should be mingled with quarrels of doctrine, and that there 
should be great rivalry for the possession of lucrative positions. Gregory Nazianzen (vol. t 
pp. 5 and 335, edit, of the Abbe de Billy) complains of '* men without virtue, who throw them- 
selves upon the altar to obtain their support from the table of the Lord ; *' and Saint Basil 
{Letter 54) speaks of those who become priests to avoid a military life. These discreditable 
acts belong to all periods. 

^ Julian, Letter 52 ; Socrates, ii. 38 ; Amm. Marcellinus, xxii. 5 : . . . Nullas infestas 
hominibus bextiaSf ut sunt sibi ferales plerique christianorum. To these disturbances in the 
provinces of the East we must add those in Africa, where the fanaticism and crimes of the 
circumcelliones continued. See Vol. VII. p. 556. 
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the sharp disputes of theologians, and riots caused by heretics or 
by Orthodox believers. We are justified therefore in believing 
that Julian's pagan fervor was increased at the sight of this wide- 
spread disorder and at the vast claims of the Church, which, already 
placing the bishop above the emperor, threatened to overthrow 
both the religion of the Empire and its politic<al institutions. 

At the same time, if this episcopal .ambition was an evil thing, 
the contrary theory of the subordination of the Church to the 
State was no better. When Constant ine and his son made their 
bishops obedient functionaries, they developed that Eastern Church, 
subservient to the civil power, whose share in the general work 
of civilization has been so small. And though it is true that the 
Roman Church, becoming sovereign over nations and kings, caused 
the shedding of much blood, and for centuries restrained the free 
action of the human mind, she at least made amends for that 
tyranny by magnificent achievements in art and literature, by use- 
ful institutions and acts of heroic self-sacrifice. In the middle of 
the fourth century what she claimed was liberty, and she did not 
as yet aspire to the authority that circumstances should one day 
place in her hands.* Accordingly, we are the partisans of Athanasius 
and his free Church against the Eusebians and their clergy, the docile 
instrument of autocratic power, as later we shall be against those 
who seek to make the Church only the arm of the State. Anti- 
quity lived — without suffering from it except in times of persecu- 
tions — by that adulterous union of politics and religion which 
made the strength of the ancient states. The Middle Ages lived 
by it also, and in their turn were persecutors. Modern societies 
desire to give liberty to each of the two adversaries. When thb 
is done, we reach the end of one great stage of human progress. 
To be just, we should add that in the fourth century neither 
prince nor priest could foresee the possibility of the independence 
of these two mighty social forces; but they strove so violently 
with each other that "this age of theologic splendor was the pre- 
lude to the Dark Ages."* 

In the preceding narratives we have read of angry words and 

> To hit History of the Ariani, which in solely an mtUck on CoofUntlus, all that Ath*- 
naaius claima is liberty; Ambrose went much farther. 

* Villcmain, VJlloquenee ckrkienne au quairihme »ikh^ p. 518. 
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deeds of violence ; it is the story of the Church militant : the re- 
ligious convictions of some find satisfaction therein ; the political 
convictions of others are wounded by it. If we have shown what 
usually is concealed, and if we pass silently over private virtues 
which it is usual to extol and which we also honor, it is because 
our task is the study of the public life of the Roman people, and 
an investigation of the causes which ruined the state. Let the 
hagiographers set forth as a compensation for the woes of the 
Empire the pure and charitable lives of pious bishops, of holy 
men, and of noble matrons ; for ourselves, who have so long lived 
with this nation and now are witnessing its death-scenes, we must 
pass sadly through this fourth century, in which the noise of re- 
ligious altercations prevents men from hearing the approaching 
footsteps of the Barbarians, — an age in which many men, from 
self-interested motives, worshipped God, hut no man worshipped 
bis country. 

' On the base ue these unintelligible trords : laiHXOYOIH rrOB AI XXXSEe»«w 
Gnostic stone on ssphirine cbalcedooy, 20 millim. by IG {Cabittet de Frattet, No. S,1S3). 
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CHAPTER CVII. 

JUUAir (SOV. 3, 361, TO SWSB 36. 363).' 
I. — The Pagan Reaction. 

JULIAN was not the philosopher who, master of himself, keeps 
hU mind free from superstitious fears and dangerous or idle 
curiosity ; he was a devotee, and all the more sincere as such, 
in that he had reasoned out his faith, and that his religion was a 
system. In constructing it he began by putting aside the contra- 
dictions of the masters of human thought' and the fables of a too 
charming mythology ; then, from 
the confused mass of instruction 
given in hooks, in schools, and in 
the mysteries, he derived, for his 
own use, a sort of revelation, which 
may be called Hellenism, and was 

, , , , . , JULIAN AUOfSTLS.' 

regarded by him as contrary to the 

revelation of the Jewish Scriptures. Did not pagan wisdom also come 
from the gods and from men who were their interpreters ? Later 
wc shall examine his theology ; here, we need mention only his firm 
faith that the gods, intervening in human affairs, sent to men divine 
inspirations to direct them in life, for this faitli determined his politi- 
cal conduct. "What motive," he wrote, *■ brought me from Gaul 
after the death of Constautius ? A command from the gods, who 

> A list of ancient ftud rnodrni worLs reblivo to llic Emperor JulUn will bo foand in 
(i. ][. Rcnilall'fl work. The Emperor Julian, I'liijniilsm, mul CHntlianitg, pp. 291 rt teq^ 
Caiubriitj-c, 1879. Two interesting articles on the s.-inic !<iiliject are thoM of MM. Bolssier 
anil Manila, in the /frnte da Deux Momlet. M. TallHit lins maile a good [Frencli] tnuiK- 
lation of Julian's works. 

* lie <li(l Dot p^nt to tho materialists and the tcoptic*, to Epicttrni and Pyrrho, the 
honor of iiKladiog them amon;; philosophers. IIu call:* the sceptical Oenomaot, the author of 
Tie ChaHalan* uneeilnl. " a bestial toui " (Ditmunrt v. ami vli.). 

■ D. N. FI,. CL. IVLIANVS. P. F. AVG. Diu)cn>ed bait; on tho rararM, Id* rack. 
lias Horn*, wiili tho legend, VOTA PVBLIC.V. (Medium bnxus.) 

VOL. Till. II 
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promised me safety if I obeyed." * Accordingly, the religioiis ques- 
tion was the chief concern of his reign ; the rest is by way of epi- 
sode, and will be related in a few words, after which we shall be 
more at liberty to examine the pagan reaction which he attempted. 

In politics, as well as in religion, Julian is a man of the post. 
He does well to renounce the servile ceremonial of the court, to 
refuse the titles of Master and Lord, and to believe that in the 
transmission of the imperial authority the principle of adoption is 
better than that of hereditary succession ; but it is a mistake for 
him to copy and exaggerate the conduct of the Antonines towards 
the Senate, for this is to misconceive both the men and the times 
in which he lives. We have explained what were the motives of 
the respect shown by those Emperors for this last relic of the 
old Republic, which, though no longer formidable, might still he 
useful. In the fourth century these motives had ceased to exist, 
and an affected deference towards the humble assembly now gath- 
ered at Constantinople was in contradiction with the new phase 
of the government, of the court, and of public manners. When 
Julian takes his seat in the curia as a mere senator with the 
others, or conducts the consuls thither, walking on foot beside 
their state-chariot ; ^ when in the circus he holds his imperial 
majesty in the shade, that he may let the consular dignity have 
its due splendor; when, lastly, having through inadvertence hinn 
self enfranchised the slaves whom the consuls on their day of tak- 
ing oilice were about to set free, he condemns himself to a fine of 
ten pounds of gold for thus taking what he chose to regard as 
undue precedence of those magistrates, — all this is trivial and 
unworthy, a policy of outward shows ; we should indeed say a 
hypocritical policy, if Julian, the literary man, the scholar, who 
had more memory than imagination, did not show himself mani- 
festly sincere in his attempts to call back the past. On one occa- 
sion, when a vindication of Christianity had been offered him, he 
wrote underneath it : -I read, 1 understood, I condemned." The 
words of Caesar which he imitated had expressed an heroic fact; 

> Lf'ttrr 13. The \^(nU had already forhidden him, when ho was at Milan, to wad Id 
Kiisi>hi:i \\\> i-cfiisal to an'opt thv tifh! of Cat'^ar (Lrtfrr to th^ Ath^nitinx^ tecU 7). " A god 90^ 
{Ti'sttMl the idea to ine/' he wrote to Theinistiii!*. Amm. Marccllinus (x\x. 4) Mja 9i hia : 
Supfrslitiosux inaffis f/nam snmn-um Irffitimut ohsercntor. 

3 . . . (^ftoti ijiiitiam ut ntljt'i'intum ct vile carprhnnt (Amm. Marcelliniuy xzii. 7). 




JVLIAH. NTATdll or (IRRtK HARBLR (PARIH, PAI.AIS DIB 
FORHKKLT tM TUK LOUTKX). 



• - - r u 



JULIAN, NOV. 3, 361, TO JUNE 26, 36a 163 

Julianas were but a pedantic reminiscence. His last utterances 
were of the same nature. On the banks of the Tigris he died, as 
did Socrates in Athens, repeating a page of the Phaedo. 

The first man whom he appointed consul was a rhetorician, 
Mamertinus; and the new functionary thanked the Emperor in a 
sonorous and empty harangue, wherein he said : " Philosophy, of 
late suspected and judged guilty, but to-day clad in purple and 
crowned with gold and pearls, is now seated upon the imperial 
throne." * She was not always thus sumptuously apparelled. 
While certain sophists, whom the Emperor had gathered around 
him, displayed, thanks to his liberality, an insolent ostentation,* 
he himself went poorly clad, and his frugality would have made a 
Cynic discontented. This affectation of simplicity, good in ancient 
Sparta, but ridiculous upon the Byzantine throne, reveals in this 
amiable and lofty mind and this honest hejirt the weakness of a 
child. The Emperor s contempt for official display at least saved an 
innocent man, who under Constantius would have been a criminal 
punished with death. A person was accused of entertaining am- 
bitious designs because he had a purple robe. Julian's reply to 
this information was to charge the informer to carry to the sup- 
posed offender, to complete his costume, a pair of shoes of the 
same imperial hue. 

These eccentricities, however, did not prevent him from keep- 
ing intact the plenitude of imperial power, and in Gaul he had 
learned how to use it. Notwithstanding his philosophy, or p^- 
haps by reason of it, he held the highest ideas of the duty of 
the sovereign, *' who should expel from his mind whatever is un- 
worthy, must rise above other men, and become a sort of divine 
being. . . . That the ruler may be better than the ruled, it must 
needs be that the law, the emanation of piu*e reason, reign alone, 
and not the arbitrary will of man, who may be but a wild beast 

* Pan, vet, in Jul,^ ad Jin, 

* Eunapiuff, Maximwt^ and Amm. Marcellinus, xx. 12, 13. Julian wrote two treatises 
a<;ain9t the false Cynics who sought to derire profit from his philosophy and austerity. Saint 
.John Chr}'sostom, in his Bahylan against the Gentiles^ represents this Emperor as surrounded 
by magicians, enchanters, and men and women of the most degraded character. Saint Gre- 
S^ory Nazianzen confirms this. It is strange to see to what depth of hate and injustice zeal 
fur a good cause will sink even very noble minds. Julian doubtless bad about him far t<»o 
many pagan priests, diriners, augurs, and thaumaturgi (see Amm. Marcellinns» xxU. 12) ; but 
bin palace was forever closed to men of evil life and to shameless women. 
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in a palace." ' These ideas are noble, but difficult to put in prac- 
tice. Juli:in, however, sought to approach to this ideal. A page 
of Marce!Iini!i on this Emperor's spirit of justice does him great 
honor, coming from a writer who 
was an honest man, a patriot, 
a soldier, and never a courtier ; 
who loved Julian, yet censures 
certain of his acts ; who, though 
a pagan, had no unwise zeal for 
paganism, shows himself just 
towards the Christians, and id 
religious matters would hare 
every man left to follow the 
dictiites of his own conscience. 
"Instead of yielding to temp- 
tations," he says, "Julian ap- 
plied all the powers of his mind 
to doing justice, to repressing 
dishonesty, and to protecting the 
right. In no case did the re- 
ligion of the person concerned 
have any influence upon his decisions. A judge should take into 
account only the right and wrong ; and Julian no more forgot to 
observe this rule than the sailor forgets to be mindful of the 
shoals in the seas."^ 

He began by bestowing favors upon Constantinople, where he 
was born, and whose inhabitants deliglited to call him "the child 
of the city." * He increased the privilege's of its senate and im- 
proved its harbor; also he built a portico and a library, and made 
to the latter a gift of books. For the Empire he remitted the 
arrearages of contributions, reduced the taxes, and announced that 




' Letter to Thcmislitu. •lulian says : " Train three or four pliilosoplicn, mud job wiD 
havo done moru Krvicc to liutnanity lliaD many kin^s would do." There wu u iDterchanga 
of flatteries Ix.-twi.'en the Emiwror and tlie orator wliii li we must not take too literall/. 

* lntan;lio. No. K>1 of the De l.uyncs Collection, in the Cdiinet dt Fnutee. Conwluu, 
IGmillim. by II. 

' Amm. Marcdlinuf, xxii. 10. 

II : . . . rpd^ipir iavrmr. Jolion himtolf called CoBlUPtinoph Ua 
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the heavy tax of coronary gold should henceforth be voluntary. 
This was his " gift of happy accession." * 

Aniiii. Marcellinus calls the court of the late Emperor a sink 
of all vices; and we have seen what exactions, rapines, and cruel- 
ties were there committed. From the time of his arrival in Con- 
stantinople Julian was assailed with complaints and accusations 
against those "savage beasts."^ He refused to inaugurate his 
reign by summary executions, but he esUiblished at Chalcedon a 
tribunal composed of the highest personages in the Empire to 
make pillagers disgorge, and to judge those ministers of Constan- 
tius who had sent so many innocent men to punishment for im- 
aginary crimes. It was one of those political tribunals which are 
always bad, because, under the cover of justice, hatred, cupidity, 
and all evil passions combine against the vanquished, who are 
already punished by their defeat. Many persons really guilty were 
exiled or put to death, but also many who had done no more than 
obey Constantius.^ These condcnmations have been regarded as a 
persecution of the Christians; they were, however, nothing more 
than a i^eaction against the last reign ; but Julian should have 
arrested its exces.ses sooner than he did. The praetorian prefect 
had already condemned to be burned the commander of the legions 
at Aquileia, and had caused two curiales of that city to be decjip- 
itated, guilty of having remained faithful to their Emperor until 

^ Thcmistius wrote, in 3G7, in his ci;;Iith discourse (edit. Ilardouin, p. 113) that within 
the last forty years — that is to say, under Constant ine and his sons — the taxes had heen 
doubled. Tlie government, however, was none the richer for that. Julian hhows the trear 
Bury empty, and the cities and provinces imi>overished ; and he hohls res)>on5ibIe for this des- 
titution those who had boujijht with gold jKiace from the Barbarians, — prinriprs auro (fuiete 
a hnrharU rtdimpta (Amm. Marcellinus xxiv. 3). This system of subsidies had been carried 
so far that the meanest enemies, like Uic Saracens, received them (//////. xxv. G). 

a Julian, Letter 23. 

• Most of the condemned were sent into exile; but there were also death-penalties. 
Amm. Marcellinus says that Justice wept at the death of Ursulus. This person hail in- 
sulted the army by reproaching it with having exhausted the Kmpire by its demands, 
while it ilid nothing for the public protection. His remarks, says Amm. Marcellinus 
(XX. 2), occasioned his death at ChaIce<lon. lie adds (xxii. 7) that Julian refu.«ed to 
listen to two informers who knew where Florentinus, his personal enemy aliovo all others 
who were condemned at this time, was hid. Julian, announcing; to Hermogenes {Letter 23) 
the formation of this tribunal, which he would not have hold its sessions at Constanti- 
nople, lest he should be accused of dictating its sentences, writes : ** I will not have these 
»a\age beasts, who made Constantlus cruel, suffer the least injustice, by Jupiter I will not! 
But as they have many accusers, we have given them judges.** Kendall (op, cit, p. 154) 
says in this connection: ^Julian may be acquitted without reserve from the odium of 
wilful persecution.** 
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they heard of his death. Such was the harshness of the times that 
the honest Marcellinus regards the sentence as legitimate. 

We have seen what a crowd of useless servitors and hungiy 
courtiers infested the palace, which had become a gulf in whicli 
the larger part of the imperial revenues were swallowed up ; Julian 
dismissed all this gilded train, and sold the eunuchs, *^who were' 
more numerous than flies on a summer day."^ 

The exactions and venality of officials of every grade were 
harmful at once to the tax-payers and to the treasury; immuni- 
ties made the city burdens very heavy, and the prodigality of 
permits granted for free travel ruined the imperial post.* Julian 
strove to render the administration honest, and reduced the dass 
of privileged persons who lived as parasites at the country's ex- 
pense. All governors were required to pay into the treasury within 
thirty days the sums received for taxes, on penalty of a fine of 
ten pounds of gold in their own case, and twenty pounds from 
their employers, who, thus rendered responsible together with their 
chief, found it for their interest not to lend themselves to cul- 
pable indulgences in making out their accounts. Any false record 
involved the penalty of torture, and, that the evidence against such 
offender could be given without danger to him who testified, all 
officials were to be suspended from their office for twelve months 
out of every five years, — a precaution no less singular than the 
preceding, and, like it, a sure index of the intensity of the evil.* 
He reduced the number of those who enjoyed municipal immuni- 
ties. For this, Amm. Marcellinus blames him, and that historian 
finds his reform of the palace too severe ; we, on the contrary^ 
praise him for it, and also applaud the decree which limited to 
public functionaries travelling for the service of the State the use 
of the cursus puhlicun.^ He relieved, as he had done in Gaul, the 
provinces that were too heavily taxed,* and restored to the cities 
the revenues of which they had been deprived, at the same time 

* Misopogoriy 14. 

* See above, p. 144, n. 2. 

* Cofhx Theod. xi. 30, 81, and viii. 1, 6-S. 

* Ihid. xii. 1, 48, SO-M ; viii. ;•), 12-15. 

* . . . if>npS>y ai^ati ((inviory Xazianzvn, Dine. iv. eect. 75). G regor y reeognlied An 
rhat Juli.*;!! was prompt in the pursuit of robl)er8 (fcXon-wr cinriV^o-if). Eutropint (x. IS) 
boars him witness that lie was in proriuciales jH.'<tis.^imua et tribulomm^ qmatemwM 
rrjtresitor, drills in cnnctos^ mediocrem hahnin aerarii curam. 
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maintaining the severity of the laws against the curiales who de- 
serted their office. We have seen for what reason the prosperity 
of the town was the condition of the Empire's prosperity. The 
curiosi were like the police in so many countries, regarded with 
aversion by a part of the population ; he reduced their number, 
— which might well be necessary after the enormous system of espi- 
onage organized by Constantius.^ Libanius asserts that he abolished 
the office completely.* This would have been a foolish attempt to 
gain popularity, a simple-minded and quite too philosophical con- 
fidence in the respect of the subjects for their Emperor and for 
the law. 

But to heal the maladies from which the Empire suffered, time 
was needed, and this Julian had not. He believed, moreover, in 
the efficacy of quite a different remedy; namely, the regeneration 
of the Empire by the return of the Roman world to the worship 
of the old gods. 

On his return from Gaul, Julian had opened the temples which 
he found closed all along his road, and he made amends for the 
long indifference which he had been obliged to mani- 
fest towards the gods, by sacrificing victims to them 
daily. His letter to the Athenians, of which a copy 
was addressed to other cities of the Empire,* an- 
nounced to the world that a pagan Emperor had 

. • >n,« • 1^ SMALL BBOKZS.* 

succeeded to two generations of Christian Emperors. 
The long-suspected change did not appear to be a revolution. Amm. 
Marcellinus attaches no importance to it; and many like himself, 
men of calm reason, much more preoccupied with the too-certain 
perils of the Empire than with disputes upon the imknown, aspired 
to that domestic peace which was disturbed by so many vain words, 

^ ContUntiuf himself was obliged to moderate their zeal (Codex Theod. tL 29; c£. 
Codex Just, title 23). 

* This author was mistaken; for at Caesarea in Cappadocia the clergy, as a pnnitb* 
ment for a riot, were enrolled as police (Sozoroenos, v. 4; Saint Basil, Letter 20). 

* ZosimuB says (iiL 1) that he wrote to the Athenians, the I^acedaemonians, the Co- 
rinthianft, and through them to all the Greeks, riu clrias r^r u^rripat tfAtftaUmp d^lftrnt. 

« Coin of Julian, bearing the effigy of the Pharian Isis. ISIS FAKIA holding the m 
trum^ with a lotus-flower on the head. On the reverse is Harpocratesy his right hand raised 
to his mouth and holding a cornucopia. The legend is VOTA PVBLICA. Many coins 
have these Eg3rptian types, especially the head of Serapii, personification of the Sun and 
the supreme (tiTinity. Juliaa looietiines is represented as Sompis, and Ueleoa as Isis. See 
above, p. 89. 
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noisy councils, and episcopal seditions. As Julian appeared desir- 
ous of allowing to others the religious liberty which he took for 
himself, the Orthodox saw in his accession only the close 
of the Arian persecution, and Saint Jerome wrote : " At 
last the Lord awakes; the beast is dead, and tranquil- 
lity returns." If the adversaries of Orthodoxy regretted 

BRONZE.^ 

Constantius, they believed themselves strong enough in 
the East, of which they had held possession fo'* thirty years, to do 
without the support of the government, from whose interference they 
themselves had more than once suffered. As to the world of func- 
tionaries, they, with their usual servility, bent the knee to the new 
master; and the crowd, wherein the lukewarm and indifferent 
always compose the majority, passes so easily from one faith to 
another that Julian could write, even before the death of Constan- 
tius : " We adore the gods publicly, and all the army that is with 
me is devoted to their worship."^ The ancient symbols replaced 
the Christian monogram upon the standards, and pagan types re- 
appeared upon the coins, which were refused by no one. " Author- 
ity," says Themistius, " has great powers of persuasion ; in changing 
religion we are more mobile than the waves of the Euripus/'* 

In these first moments of liberty and of power, Julian, by 
words and conduct, personally endeavored to spread his own 
views ; but he never did this in any violent way. It is even 
to a Christian that he proposes the work of writing a history of 
the recent events. ^' If you intend to set forth," he says, "the 
causes of my return, and write its history, I will acquaint you 
with everything, and transmit to you the original letters and 
other authentic evidence." * Another instance of moderation is 
related of him in regard to the funeral rites of Constantius. 
When the body arrived from Asia in the harbor of Constant!* 
nople, Julian went to receive it with uncrowned head, in sign of 
mourning, and accompanied it to the Church of the Holy Apostles, 

* Julian an Serapis. Small bronze. 

* .Julian, Lettfjr 3H, to the philosopher Maximus, Tho day of the distribotion of ibm 
donatirum a few Roldiers, iiii]it'lli'cl, after carousing, by their companions' raillery, who re- 
proached them for accepting pagan coin?, made a little disturbance; bat Julian eontentad 
himself with sending them away into other corps. 

* In Discourse F., p. 67 of the llardouin edition. 

* Letter 2, To the rhetorician Proaeresiua, 
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where the Christian ceremony took place. The pagans, on their 
part, offered fnneral sacrifices in the temples, in which the Emperor 
participated, ix)uring the usual libations.* '• He conj^cratulated those 
who had followed him." savs Libanius, •• and advised others to inn- 
tate them, but exercised constraint towards none." Putting this 
toleration into practice, he recalled all who had been exiled by Con- 
stant ins, — Orthodox, Arians, Novatians, Donatists; but he did not, 
how(»ver, disjx)ssess those who had been installed in the episcopal 
sees vac*ited by banishment of the former holders.'- H(» restored 
confiscated proi)erty,' and forbade that any injury should be done 
to the Christians. *• These iK»rsons," he says, -are religious after 
their own manner ; for the (lod whom they worship is the same 
good and powerful Being to whom we address our prayers under 
other names." * '^ He ordered the priests of the diti'erent Christian 
sects, with the adherents of each sect, to be admitted into the 
palace, and expressed his wish that, their diss(*nsions being ap- 
peased, each, without any hindrance, might fearlessly follow the 
religion he preferred. . . . And he often used to say : ' Listen to 
me, to whom the Franks and the Alemanni have listened.' " * 
With extreme good sense, he sought for a cessation of these 
interminable feuds ; for, h(» says, '* we should rather pity than 
hate those who in the most imix)rtant concerns act ill ; and as 
l)i(»ty is the greatest of blessings, impiety is certainly the greatest 
of evils." In the same letter,® which was written nine months 
after his accession, he thus expresses his i>oli(v towards the 
Christians: ''They who had bt»en banished are allowed to return; 
and to those whose goods had been confiscated, all have been re- 

* In res|)ei't to this reromony we have two accounts, — one from Gregory Xazianzen 
(IHsr. V. 16-17, edit, of 1840), who does not say Uiat Julian entered the church; the other 
from [jlinnius (iJhr. x. 289, e<lii. of 1627), who represents the Km|>cror a« ** inaugurating at 
Constantinople the worship of the god».*' 

•<* Julian, Lftttr M. 
« III., L*fhr r>2. 

* M., httfrs 7 and 63. 

* .\mm. Marcellinus, xxii. 5 : . . . Monehat ririlius ut fiisrorfiiis consopitU quisque^ nullo 
rffttuff, rtliffioni sua^ nfrrirH, intrepidus. Ammianus adds that in reality Julian deFire<l hy 
iiidul'^ence to increase the mutual hostility of the thettlogians. for the purpOM.* of au<nnenting 
the I'onfuMon in the Churches. But this interpretati(m is contrary to the Empen>r*s word< 
quoted by the historian, of which the sincerity is attested by many of Julian's letters. We 
have seen, moreover, that in that reli};ious caldron, the (Miristian Hant, there was no ne<Hl i»f 
crafty incitement to occasion the bursting forth of «juarrehu 

* LtUrr 52, to the people of Bostra. 
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stored. . . . We suffer none to be dragged to the altars against 
their will. We also publicly declare that if any are desirous to 
partake of our lustrations and libations, they must first offer sacri- 
fices of expiation, and supplicate the gods, the averters of evil. 
So far are we from wishing to admit any of the irreligious to 
our sacred rites before they have purified their souls by prayers 
to the gods, and their bodies by legal ablutions. ... It is my 
pleasure to declare to all the people that . . . they may assemble 
together if they please, and offer up such prayers as they have 
established for themselves; but if the clergy endeavor to persuade 
them to foment disturbances, let them by no means concur, on 
pain of punishment. . . . For the future, let the people agree 
among themselves ; let no one be at variance, or do an injury to 
another, — neither you who are in error to those who worship the 
gods rightly and justly in the mode transmitted to us from the 
most ancient times, nor let the worshippers of the gods destroy 
or plunder the houses of those who, rather bj'^ ignorance than 
choice, are led astray. Men should be taught and persuaded hy 
reason, not by blows, invectives, and corporal punishment." 

While making no attack, he still proposed to defend himself, 
and he did this by reactionary measures. Constantine and the 
Christians had been the radicals of their time ; Julian was a con- 
servative. Although he put a somewhat free interpretation upon 
past events, it was his desire that the words mos majorumj which 
had been so forceful to the old Komans, should remain the nile 
of conduct for both Emperor and people. "The nation," he said, 
"ought to keep the same gods which have been handed down to it 
from the remotest antiquity, and the citizen ought not to aban- 
don his country's religion."^ In his mind paganism was a princi- 
ple of conservation. What, however, should this paganism be ? 
That of Kome or of Greece, of Egypt or of Syria ? On this 
point the conservative became, in his turn, an innovator. He ac- 
cepted freely from Plato and the Alexandrians, — kindred thinkers,* 
— from the solar myths of Asia Minor, and even from Christianity, 
whose discipline was agreeable to his moral ideas and his instincts 

* Naville, Julien VApostatj p. 77. 

^ Saint Augustine, who is a pupil of Plato as much as he is a disciple of Christ, who 
rises towards (lod by philosophy as well as by faith and love, and finds in the Platonic school 
many ideas in conformity with his own, regards Plotinus as a second Plato ( WorkSf i. 294). 
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of government. His Discourse in Honor of the Sun-King was the 
gospel of the new official cult ; and as a religion requires the mys- 
terious, he gave to his the dark marvels __ 
of tlieurgy. Aedesiua, tlie successor of lam- 
blichua in the school of Neo-PIatonism, 
was believed to have intercourse with the 
gods. Julian bad besought this philoso- 
pher to reveal to him the divine science ; 
but Aedesius replied that he himself was I 
an old man and very near to death, and ' 
that the Emperor must question his sons.* 
These sons of tlie philosopher's soul were 
Maximus and Priscus, and both became 
the trusted friends and counsellors of Ju- 
lian, continuing with the Emperor until 
his death. 

In Julian's theology' three worlds are recognized: the Cosmic, 
wherein matter appears with all its imperfections ; the Intelli- 
gible (to yorjTov), which is filled with pure iinuiaterial being, or, 
in other words, the Intelligible Gods, who possess in the high- 
est degree all the attributes of beauty, eternity, absoluteness, and 
spirituality ; and between absolute immateriality and matter, between 
that wliich is immutable and that which changes incessantly. — 
in brief, Ixitween these two worlds, so remote that one could not 
have issued from the other, there exists the Intellectual World 
(to voepof), the faint copy of the one, the model of the other. 
The visible world, therefore, is only the -image of an image. — ' 
that of the absolute world, — as its visible gods correspond, but 
reduced in power and dignity to the Intelligible Gods of the 
higliest world. Each of these worlds has its Sun : the Sun of 
the highest world frequently entitled King of the Univer.se, chief 
among tlie Intelligible Gods; the Sun of the lowest, that heavenly 
body wliich we see ; the Sun of the Intellectual World, a divinity 



• F.untpiut, Life of A tftexius. 

• Thu Sun, wearing the radiate crown, and holding a wlii]) in his hand. Intaglio, agsie of 
three lajreni, 10 nillim. high and 5 wide (Cabinet ilt Fmnc, No. 1,47H). 

• On Julian's theology, «ee Naville, JvUm I'Aporint ei m phUotophie du polythtitmr : 
Boiuier, L'Empertw Julitn ; and G. II. Kendall, The Emperor Julian, Paganifm. ami 
i'hilomphjf. 
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whom we do not see, but whose power in this secondary sphere 
is universal and beneficent. This is the King-Sun of Julian's 
system ; he is considered the source of being, the central principle, 
ruling all by his wisdom. This is the Logos of Plato, possibly 
the Word of God of the Nicene Council,^ and certainly the dream 
of a dream. 

It matters little whether Julian in his theogony has done 
nothing more than follow the Alexandrians, or whether, well in- 
formed as he was in Christian doctrines, he proposed to estabUsh 
a relation between the Second Person of the Trinity and the most 
popular of pagan divinities. What he actually did was to take 
up the Platonic thesis of a mediator; and Porphyry, lamblichus. 
all the thaumaturgists, who had destroyed philosophy by mingling 
superstition with it,^ taught the worshipper of King Sun to put 
himself in communication with the gods by fasting, which pre- 
pared for visions, and by ecstasy, which caused them to appear. 
It was a so-called science, having its rules and a name, — theurgy. 
By these mysteries the pagan priests supplied the place of the in- 
spiration, the divine aflSatus, that they no longer found among men; 
and they believed that in this way the divine will was made known to 
them also, and with it, the conditions of salvation. The two faiths, 
therefore, claimed to possess the same weapons. But Julian's heaven 
is very dark, notwithstanding its three suns. And his cloudy 
theology, which substitutes for Homer's gods, dazzling with life 
and beauty, these subtle abstractions which we can with diflB.culty 
comprehend, these strange sounds heard in the depths of sanctua- 
ries, these statues which are seen to move in the darkness,* these 
apparitions which men in a condition of ecstasy thought they 
beheld, — all these things had effect upon only a small number of 
adepts and illuminati. Only a narrow sect could believe in things 
like these, and not a multitude ; for in theurgy all was personal and 
secret. How different from the Church, which recognized divine 

* Lam^ (JiUien V Apostate p. 286) and Naville (Julien V Apostate etc., p. 104) entertain 
this idea; but Kendall (The Emperor Julian, etc., p. 98) rejects it, and rightly, as I think. 
See, Vol. VT. pp. 401 ei seq.^ how familiar to philosophers was the theory of the Xoyor tfeloj. 

^ See, in Eunapius, The Life of lamblichuSy and the Miracles done by hinu J. Simon 
(Hist, de I'JScole d'Alexandrie, ii. 266) says: **Maximus, Cleanthes, and Julian are, through 
Aedesius, the descendants of lamblichus." 

* Eunapius, in his Life of Maximus, asserts that this thaumaturgist could give life to 
statues by his spells. 
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inspiration only in the decisions of its bishops assembled in council, 
where all was done openly and with free discussions ! 

Julian seems to have been no more successful with his clergy 
tlian with his system of dogmas. This adventurous theologian 
was a man of lofty morality. Plato had bidden men strive to 
resemble God, — cfo/utot(oo"i9 r^ Oe^. Jesus had said : " Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is per- 
fect." And the Church repeated the sentiment of Saint Basil : 
**The rich man is God's steward sent to relieve the poor." Many 
in the pagan world sought to approach this ideal, and Julian was 
of the number.* He used his authority as pontifex maximus to 
require from his priests virtues which cannot be assumed by order. 
In time he might have been able to introduce more discipline into 
his Church, more morality into the lives of his priests, more insti- 
tutions of benevolence into the community : these things are use- 
ful to the state. He has at least the honor of having attempted 
them. ^'The office of a priest," he writes, in a kind of en- 
cyclical letter of which a fragment has been preserved, "being 
necessarily more worthy of respect than that of any other citizen, 
may be proper for me now to consider that, and to teach you 
its obligations. ... In the first place, above all things cultivate 
philanthropy, as this is attended by many other blessings, and par- 
ticularly by that which is the greatest and most excellent of all, — 
the favor of tlie gods. ... Of philanthropy there are various kinds : 
one is the punishing offenders sparingly, and that for the good 
of the punished, as masters correct their scholars ; another is the 
relieving tlie wants of the poor, . . . especially when any of them 
are in morals irreproachable. . . . Who was ever impoverished by 
what he gave to others? I for my part, as often as I have been 
lilHTal to the poor, have been abundantly rewarded by the gods. 
... I will add, though it may seem paradoxical, that it is a 
duty to give clothing and food to our enemies, for we give it to 

Note. — The diptych of Anastasius, consul in 571, reprewnts in itn lower portion 
scenes of the amphitheatre. The richness of the costumes shows the Oriental luxury of 
the Byzantine court. This diptych, long preserved in the Cathedral of Boorges, is now 
in the National Library (Paris). 

^ Another pagan, Macrobioa, who was praefectus culnruli to the younger Theododua, 
wrote in the fifth century : ** We ought to f peak to men as if the gods heard us» and to the 
gods as if all men could hear" (Safum, i. 7). 
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their nature, and not to their conduct. And therefore I think 
that those wlio are imprisoned in dungeons are also worthj of 
this attention, since this humanity by no means interferes with 
justice. . . . AVx)ve all, it is indispensable that the priests be active 
in works of piety, that they may approach the gods with religious 
awe, and that they may not say or hear or read anything that 
is shameful. Far, therefore, from us be all licentious jests and all 
scurrilous discourse. ... I am of opinion that a priest should in 
every respect be immaculate. . . . The hymns of the gods should be 
learned, which are many and beautiful, composed both by ancients 
and moderns ; and chiefly those which are sung in the temples. • • . 
These deserve to be studied ; and the gods should frequently be ad- 
dressed in private as well as in public, — generally, three times a day, 
or at least in the dawn and the evening; . . . for as the dawn is 
the beginning of the day, so is the evening of the night, and there- 
fore it is reasonable to offer the first-fruits, as it were, of both 
these intervals to the gods. . . . Let no admittance be given to 
the doctrine of Epicurus, nor to that of Pyrrlio. The gods indeed 
have wisely abolished them, many of their writings being lost ; but 
it cannot be improper to mention them, for Lhe s<ike of example, 
to show what kind of books the priests ought chiefly to shun. . . . 
Be assured that the gods have given us great hopes after death, 
and on th(»m we may with confidence rely, as they are incapable 
of dc^ceiving not only in such matters, but in any of the concerns 
of human life;. If by their excellent power they can correct all 
the disturbances and monstrous abuses that happen in this life, 
how much more in the other — whcn^ the contending parts are dis- 
united, the soul being separated and the body dead — will they be 
able to ix^rform all the promises they have made to mankind ! . . . 
It becouK^s us, therefore, to minist(»r to them, as supposing them 
pres(»nt. and seeing us — though we sec* not tluun — with a sight 
superior to every kind of splendor, penetrating our most secret 
thoughts. . . . 

"•Let me add that I think it becoming for the priests to wear 
in th(? Uimple, during their ministration, a most magnificent Iiabit, 
but out of it a common plain dress. . . . But for us to wear the 
habit and not li*ad the lives of priests, is in itself a summary of 
every transgressi(m, and the gn^atest contemi)t of the gods. . . . 
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" Ijet the priests be chosen from among persons of the best 
character in every citv. . . . And let no distinction be made be- 
tween the noble and the man of low condition. . . . Though a 
man 1x3 poor, or a plebeian, if he have these two endowments, 
love towards the gods, and love towards men, let hun be elected 
into the priesthood." 

Julian proposes to have these precepts followed by his priests. 
One of them has beaten a colleague ; the Emperor suspends him 
from his priestly functions for three months, counsels him to re- 
pent, and ends the reproof in these words : " And knowing that 
the priests are the ministers of our prayers, I join my hopes and 
prayers to yours, that by many and earnest entreaties you may 
obtain the pardon of the gods." 

Maximin, the colleague of Galerius and Licinius, had estab- 
lished in each province a pontifex who was to exercise superin- 
tendence over the doctrine and life of the inferior priests, as the 
metropolitan of the ('hristian Church was the spiritual guardian of 
the bishops in his province. This institution Julian strengthened 
still further. " The commission which I now give you," he writes 
to Theodore, api)ointing him pontifex of the province of Asia, " is 
the su])erintendence of all the priests in Asia, both in the cities 
and in the country, with full powers to treat every one accord- 
in.LT to his deserts."* In a letter addressed to Arsacius, pontifex 
in Galatia, he writes : — 

'• That Hellenism does not yet succeed as we wish, is owing to 
its professors. The gifts of the gods are indeed great and splendid, 
superior to all our hopes, to all our wishes. . . . But why should 
w(» he satisfied with this, and not rather attend to the means by 
which this impiety [the Christian Church] has increased ; namely, 
humanity to strangers, care in burj'ing the dead, and pretended sanc- 
tity of life? All these I think should be really practised by us. 
It is not sufficient for you only to be blameless; entreat or compel 
Jill the priests that are in Galatia to be also virtuous. If they 
do not, with their wives, children, and servants, attend the wor- 
ship of the gods, expel them from the priestly function. . . . 
Admonish also every priest not to frequent the theatre, nor to 
drink in taverns, nor to exercise any trade or employment that is 

* fitter 68. 
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mean or disgraceful. Those who obey you, honor; and those wlio 
disobey you, expel. Erect also hospitals in every city, that stran- 
gers may partake our benevolence; and not only those of our 
own religion, but, if they are indigent, others also. 

"How these expenses are to be defrayed, must now be con- 
sidered. 1 have ordered Galatia to supply you with thirty thou- 
sand bushels of wheat every year, of which the fifth part is 
to be given to the poor who attend on the priests, and the re- 
mainder to be distributed among strangers and our own beggars. 
For when none of the Jews beg, and the impious Galileans re- 
lieve both their own poor and ours, it is shameful that ours 
should be destitute of our assistance.* . . . Let us not suffer others 
to emulate our good actions, while we ourselves are disgraced by 
sloth; lest by negligence we lose our reverence for the gods. If 
I hear that you practise this, I shall overflow with joy."* 

Pagan priests there were who practised all these virtuous les- 
sons. Read the noble letters written, fifty years later, to the 
Bishop of Hippo by the philosopher Maximus of Madaura, the 
pontiff Longinianus, and the honest pagan Nectarius, and you 
will find in them many worthy thoughts, — those which philoso- 
phy, aside from any creed, has made the patrimony of the whole 
human race. 

Preaching is a powerful agent in spreading a religion; we have 
seen that it was emj)loyed with ardor by the philosophers of the 
second century, and Saint Augustine recognizes their success in it. 
In the centuries that followed, the Christians had taken the place 
of the philosophers. To dispute it with them, Julian proposed 
to establish in the temples that moral and religious instruction 
which paganism had always lacked ; we know from Libanius that 
this enterprise was begun, and from the Bishop of Hippo that 
it continued up to his time.* 

^ In referring to these attempts made by Julian, Gregory Xazianzen (toL L p. 101) 
calls him ** the ai)e of Christianity." But an ape like this is a very worthy person. Dom 
not all social progress arise out of imitation of what is good? Are we mble to s»y tbat 

Christianity has Ixirrowed nothinjj? 

^ In oni* of his letters Lihanius congratulates the rhetorician Acacias — c<mcendiig 
Eunapius writes (Acac. p. 497) that had he not die<l young, he would hmve 
Lih.'inius hiinsdf — ui>on a "sermon" on Aesculapius, delivered in a recently 
temple. ** We now have," says Saint Augustine, **for the public who g»thar ia Um 
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II. — The Great Bishops and the Monks of the Fourth 

Century. 

The rapid progress thus far made by Christianity had been 
due to its love for the poor, and to the deliniteness of its promi- 
ses concerning the future life. Julian, who had certainly read and 
pondered the two treatises of Plutarch Concerning Superstition 
and On the Delays of Divine Justice^ did not leave to " the Gali- 
leans" alone this sanction of religious and moral duties, at once 
a blessing and a terror to the mortal life. Plato's imperial pupil 
had not his master's hesitation in respect to the nature of the 
soul, or at least the permanent character of human personality. At 
the beginning of his reign he celebrated King-Sun in a hymn of 



temples, very useful interpretations of the history of the gods; yesterday, or the day before, 
we heard some of them" (Worksy ii. 278). ** Julian intended," says Gregory Nazian- 
zon. *• to establish sehools and professorships in all the cities, let-tures on Greek doctrines, 
explanations of Nature, in onler to form habits of virtue, . . . and reprimands appro- 
priate to different clai«}ies of sinners, lie also wished to found asylums, hospitals, monas- 
teries, housits for virgins, and places of devotion ** (Invective J. p. 138, edit. 1842. Cf. 
Xiiville, Jnltrn rApo:ttat, p. 1«;3). Christianity was a law of inner improvement, and 
this law made men saints ; it was not a cause of social renovation, — hence it neither saved 
the. state nor improved the public morals. But the basis of this religion being love, 
while theologians carried on long and subtle discussions on doctrines, pious hearts em- 
ployed the time in establishing these charitable institutions which do honor to the Cliri:^ 
tian spirit. Justinian (Cwirx Just. i. 2, 19} speaks of donations made . . . in tanctam 
erclfsiam^ vtl in xenoiit/chium, vel in nosocomiutn^ vel in orphanotntphium, vel in ptttrhntro' 
phium^ vrl in grrontocomium^ re/ in hrephotrophium^ vel in ipsos jmuperes ; and he recalls the 
fa<*t that these gifts were regulated by ancient laws, ex veteris legihus (cf. Ibid, law 22, and 
tiilt' 3). I do not, however, bi'lieve that any one of these wonls occurs in the Theodo- 
sian Code, which was compiled in 438. But it is certain that the Church very early fa- 
vored institutions of benevolence. Saint Basil, who died in 379, had constructed at Caesarea, 
for sick travellers, a hospital to which were attached physicians and nurst»s, where there 
wen* work-rooms, beasts of bunlen, and guides for the service of the house {Letter 94). 
It will l>e rememl)ered, however, that the (>agan cities had long {mssessed ^vutvoy or cara- 
vansaries, to ret*eive travellers, that they had furnished nuHlicine gratuitously to the jnior, 
that the pliilosophers had taught )K>nevolence, and mighty monarchs had practised it when 
they founded alimentary' institutions Pliny hail already said : ** To do good to men is to 
bt» as God.'* Charity was not unknown in the ancient world, for it is a sentiment which 
is found in the human heart; but it had its chief development only under Christianity, 
which greatly enhances its force by making of tliis natural sentiment one of the condi- 
tions of salvation. 

> Vol. ^^. p. 413. 

VOL. VIII. 12 
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respond to my devotion by liis favor, to grant me a pure life, the 
knowledge of divine things, and, when the fatal hour shall come, 
a tranquil end and a swift flight to him, and, if it be possible, 
an eternal abode in him." * This nearly resembles the idea of 
Malebranche : '' God is the place of spirits, as space is the place 
of bodies." But this dogma of an immortal Existence in an arid 
sky, whose gods are formless and lifeless, had no attractions in 
comparison with the hope of the heavenly blessedness which the 
Christians believed themselves called to enjoy amid celestial splen- 
dors and the music of golden harps and sacred songs intoned by 
choirs of angels, of virgins, and of triumphant martyrs at the 
foot of the throne of the Almighty, whose Divine Wisdom would 
make all things known to the elect. 

Julian had attempted to seize upon the two great forces of 
Christianity, — charity, and the hope of a future life. His ambi- 
tion was a worthy one, and we cannot censure the acts by which 
\w strove to fulfil it, so long as he carried on the struggle by 
word only, and by meritorious acts. It was a return to the wise 
jx)licy of the edict of Milan. But was he to be able to hold to 
this policy morc consistently than its original author had done? 
This was to become dilficult for him, for he had a sectary's 
enthusiasm ; and when he recognized the vanity of his efforts in 
opposing to Christianity a religion which he had based on moul- 
dering foundations, he bi^came irritated at his own powerlessness. 
His honest nature counselled him to toleration ; his pagan fervor 

interesting is the angiii^ticlave of a Roman knight of the fourth century. It represents an 
Emperor seated on liis throne, with two Persian prisoners kneeling bi'fore him. 

^ In his second treatise against the Cynics, he again s[)eaks of ** hidden retreats where 
dwells the Supreme (Jo<I. the absolute (lood, with whom our soids desire to Iw united;" 
and he repres4*nts the Sun and Minerva as savins: : *' Kememb<*r that thou hast an im- 
mortal sold, and that if thou followest our counsels thou slialt be a go<l as we are, and 
shah enjoy the sight of our Father." lie rejx'ats nearly these words in the form of a 
prayer at the close of his treatise <m Cybele : ** Mother of gods and men, . . . grant unto 
the Roman jx^ople first of all to wipe ofF the stain of atheism, . . . and to mine own self 
vouchsafe, as the fniit of my services towanls thee, truth in all my views concerning the 
g<Mis, |)erfectne8.4 in theurgic art, and in all things, to whatsoever tasks of pea<*e and war 
I lay my hand, virtue and success, and to the end of this life i>eace within an<l a fair 
name without, with a good hope for the journey that shall bring me to the gods" (/>/xr. 
v.). Tliis faith was a Vedic doctrine. The Vedas assign to souls as their final dwelling 
the sky or the sun (Bergaigne, Im Rfligion vttUquty i. 74. iii. 111-120). The old doctrine 
naturally reappeared with Jesus, and in the time of Julian all men, whether pagan or 
Christian, believed in this ascent of souls. 
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at last drove him to anger against those whom he could not 
overcome,^ and who anathematize him, and in whom he barely 
avoids seeing rebellious subjects. Then he resorted to measure.* 
of hostility against the Christians, and believed these measures 
legitimate, since he gave only orders which he believed to be just, 
but which were not so, by reason of their inevitable consequences. 

Already some of the measures mentioned above appeared to be 
the beginning of what has been called Julian's persecution, although 
thev were onlv acts of iustice and wise administration. The 

C> »/ V 

persons whom he had expelled from the palace or sent to the 
tribunal at Chalcedon had called themselves Christians without 
deserving to be so considered. Those whom he had deprived of 
lucrative privileges, too liberally granted by preceding Emperors, 
were also Christians, but they had no right to complain of being 
subjected to the general law ; and when he recognized the claims 
of those who had suffered spoliations from the Christians, it is 
equally true that religion had not allowed the robbery. 

His policy showed itself more clearly when he deprived the 
bishops of voluntary jurisdiction, and the Church of the right of 
receiving legacies. These rescripts were not included in the Theo- 
dosian Code, and could not be ; but we have proof that they were 
promulgated in the following words of Julian in his letter to the 
Bostrenians. '^ The clergy . . . are no longer permitted to act as 
judges, or make wills, or eml)ezzle the estates of others and ap- 
propriate everything to themselves." He seemed to restore the 
former order and justice in annulling recent privileges. But in 
giving back criminals to the jurisdiction of the ordinaiy magis- 
trates, and their patrimony to families, it was in reality the whole 
work of the first Christian Emperor that he sought to destroy. 

Constantine had very early returned to the old Roman doctrine 
of a state religion. Julian did the same with a contrary result : in 
his eyes polytheism was the national cult, and throughout his reign 
the indulgence of the government was towards the pagans^ and 
its severity towards the Christians. The decree conceniing restitn- 

« 

* See, in \\n* Miaopofjon, in what a sad condition he found the pas^an cult at Daplme^ 
whos(> pitiful celebrant ])erhap8 Mi^c^ested to Kouilhet the idea of hi^ fine lines upon Um 
old priest hrinsrinr;^ the last sacrifice to the last altar. Repeatedly Julian complaint of ihm 
lukewarmness of pairi^n zeal {Lriti^ra 4, 27, and 63). In Letter 49, howerer, he 
latcs )tinis4^1f on a success which lias surpassed his hojHifl. 
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tions presented this double character of being in appearance an act 
of justice, and in reality one of those reactionary measures which 
exasperate the present, and do not bring the past to life. Tem- 
ples were, like the banks of modem times, places of deposit for 
private property, and in the passage of centuries the devout had 
accumulated rich offerings there.* To obtain, by a change of re- 
ligion, the right to lay hands upon these treasures, with the aid of 
a pious sedition followed by pillage, had been an irresistible temp- 
tation ; and we know too well the character of revolutions not to 
be certain that, in the confused state of religious affairs, guilty 
excesses were committed. We have ample testimony that among 
the sincere iconoclasts of the time there were not a few marau- 
ders who pillaged systematically.^ When the government changed, 
claims came in: cities complained that the treasures had been stolen 
from their temples, that the temples themselves had been destroyed, 
the land on which they stood confiscated, and that the jewels and 
rich stuffs with which Christian churches were ornamented were 
thefts from the shrines of the ancient gods. Julian, while prohib- 
iting acts of violence against persons, directed that the possessions 
of which the cities had been deprived by the late Emperors should 
be restored. To despoil the churches, the Christians clamored, 
was nothing less than to authorize sacrilege. But who had begun 
it ? In the eyes of the pagan populations, was it not also a sac- 
rilegious iniquity to despoil the temples, and also a wrong towards 
those who had enriched the temples with their gifts ? Spoliations 
of this kind had taken place in cities whose inhabitants were 
largely pagan. At Heliopolis, for instance, there were still but a 
small number of Christians half a century after the sanctuary 
of Venus had been destroyed there. Unfortunately, to authorize 
these claims for redress and direct recapture of the spoils taken 

^ Scis in Vol. VI. p. 556, a law of Scptimius Sevcrus on this subject, and on the same 
<|U(><(ti()n many papers of the French School at Athens. Lucian. in his Syrian (iotidein*, 
10, mentions rich offerings which were continually arrivinjr at the temple of Heliopolis 
from all the countries situated between the Tigris and the Mediterranean. 

^ Anim. Marcellinas shows the palace of Constantius full of |>erM}ns who had enrirhed 
themselves with the sjwils of the temples: . . . panti templontm fpoliis (xxii. 4): accordinj^ 
to Libanius, this Emperor gave away a temple as he would have iiiven a dos:, a horse, 
or a slave; and Eunapius, in his Life of Aettexiwt, nd fin.^ rt*lates the sack of the Sera- 
(HMim, where the assailants divided the offerinjrs according; to the order established in the 
case of spoils taken from the enemy. In certain places lands belongini; to the temples 
had been sold and honestly paid for by the purchasers. Cf. Libanius, Letter 6S6. 
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from paganism, instead of empowering the state to proceed itself 
in the matter, with compensations acceptable to both parties,* was 
to prepare the way for local or individual acts of violence. The 
decree of Julian might have set the whole Empire in a blaze ; for 
it was a weapon of war striking full at the Church, and sho 
would have sought to break it, had she not already become st» 
strong that in very many places the order established hy her 
had been accepted by the populations. The edict did not cause 
a complete overthrow, but it produced tumults which "we shall 
now see, — a condition of disorder which should never have been 
brought on by those who had the charge of the public peace. 

This measure — in appearance, at least — was one of repara- 
tion ; another was manifestly an iniquity. Julian forbade Chris- 
tian instructors to deliver lectures on the Greek authors in 
the public schools, on the ground that since these authors con- 
stantly refer to the gods, it is not suitable that men who are 
hostile to these divinities should speak falsely concerning them« or 
should belie their own consciences by giving true accounts of the 
same.^ When the Emperor said : '• Men ought not to turn our 
own arrows against ourselves, and arm themselves with our books 
in order to fight with us,'' he denied the chief rights of religious 
criticism ; and when he added : '' Let them expound Matthew and 
Luke ; . . . and though it might be j)roi)er to cure them by force, 
as if they were alHicted with madness, yet let all be indulged 
with that disease,"^ he insulted while he smote them, — an un- 
princely act ; but in this letter he many times forgets the enipe- 



^ Tndcr like circuinstanecH Constantinc had made a more c<|uitable decisioo. S^ 
Vol. Vn. p. 521. 

^ We have not this document in the form of an edict in.^crted in the Code, for the CI 
tian Kiii]>erors naturally diil not place it there: it is a Ion;; letter (No. 42), and Beemt to coo* 
cern only the ollicial profesMirs in the public sch(M»ls, those receiving nalaries from the Mate, 
or from the cities after pas^in^ an examinatirm In^fore the municipal (*ouneil, — a claw of 
instructors not very ninnerou>, for Antoninus allow(^<l hut ten of them in the Urgent citN^s. 
(St Vol. V. p]>. 442.) Julian roncerned himself with them for the puri)osc of conferring the 
privilej^es r;rante<l them hy his pre<lecessors {('ottfx ThfiMl. xiii. 3,3-5). The Empire had 
not an academic organization, hy means of which it coidd control what went on in the inde- 
|M>ndi'nt !u*hools, and render everywhere efTertive the pndiihition which could eaailj \m 
fMiforciM] in the pid)lic s<>hooK. In anrit'nt times such a (pieittion would never have ariten, 
when puhlir affairs and reIi«;ioii w<tc the same ; hut now there were two relijponii in the 
Empire, and Julian wi^hrd to put the instrurtion of youth at the ftervicc of the religioD whicb 
he preferred. This amhition has l>een share<l hy nearly all governments since his tine 

* Letter 42. To heal them he would, if he could, have hurnml thi*ir hooks (LetNr le 
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ror. A pagan autlior who respects him refers to this decree as 
au act of intolerance which it would be well to bury in eternal 
oblivion.' The measure was without effect, lieing continued in 
force only for a few montlia. Moreover, like the Hebrews spoil- 




ing the Egyptians, the Christians had already stolen the gold of 
Greece, and were to adorn with it a new world. 

Julian, who expelled Christian instructors from the public 
schools, also closed to "the Galilaeans" the public offices. "It 



• Amm. Marcellinus, xnil. 10, ad fin. Vii-Wrinun «t Rome. Wid Prohaererins Bt Athen*, 
cloMnI their wliooln, and MuBoniua wu obliged to tcavu \\i^ . . . ihaut yap (uiu xp'f^""^ 
(Siiint .Tt'rumi'. ('hron. : Eunapius, I'raharr.). nro!>iui> (vii. 30) tpeakn of nuneroaB du>- 
iiii-'MiN. It ha» hei-'n said — but thiii Is an error — tbat Iif |>rohibiled CbriMian rhildren from 
aticndins the public schools. Od the contrary, he would liitve jieniuaileil tlicm to it, if he ba<l 
Ix'i-n able, since in these schools instruction was now ■■ivcn bv pajran prtifossors. It wa», 
) tile hiizher j^ades. The privaiu and clenienUry schoob were 



* Bas^^lief of the fourth century- ; fragment of a fcreal Mi¥opha|piii in the MuMum of tbo 
louvre, whicli. in il» piincipal carrintn^ reprewnls .Tesui near a great cltj- and surroniidcd hf 
his twelre iliaciple*. Hero the evanKelisli arc repreitenled clad in Boman coftuine, except 
the third, peritapi Sainl Lake, wlio ira« a Syrian bj- birth. 
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is better," he wrote, '*to prefer the pious." In revolutionary 
epochs all governments have followed the same course. But an- 
cient though the practice is, it is not the less unjust, nor the less 
impolitic ; for it makes malecontenta or else hypocrites, and in either 
case the community suffers. These men. 
whether sincerely or officially "pious." 
whom Julian seeks for and promotes, will 
manifest a compromising zeal for paganism. 
They will make the Emperor appear a per- 
secutor when his firm resolve is to perse- 
cute no man. Fortunately, from words to 
acts the distance is great. Christians are 
seen to fill the highest offices, even those 
which imply the Emperor's full confidence, — like the positions 
held by Valentinian and Valens, 
two future Emperors, and by Jo- 
vian, who succeeded Julian after 
serving him as principal lieuten- 
ant in the Persian expedition. 
We therefore have the right to ' 
suppose that many other Chris- 
tians had remained in the admin- 
istration and in the army, their 
departure from which would have 
caused a complete disorganization.^ 

These edicts of Julian had been called forth by a violent at- 
tack from Athanasius. When the Alexandrian bishop saw pagan- 
ism upon the throne, he resolved to abandon the concessions made 




GROOM OF TUe 



' CfaaiDpions in the circus drawing their places by lot. Cf. Charles Robert, ^lodf I'lr 
let Midaillong conlomiates, ISSa, p. 51. See, page T, die same scene, on the second |>:irt 
of the bas-relief found at Constantinople. 

° The ecclcsia«ticat wrilerK mention a di^race of Valentinian on account of religion : but 
the candid Tillcmont doubts this. Socrates (iv, 1 ) says in effect the contrary ; and bii te»ii- 
mony is confirmed by Zosimus (iii. 35, and iv. 2), wlio tells iis that Talentinian was sent br 
•lovian to announce Julian's death to the legions in Pannonia and Gaul, — whence it is to be 
inferred that the former was still with the army, and not in exile in Kgypt or at Meliiene. i n 
the frontiers of Armenia. The first care of a nnw Enii)eror was always to make tbU .in. 
nuuncement in all haste to the provinces ; and there can he no doubt that Jovian took a mes- 
senger who was close at hand. When emperor, Valentinian manifested no very ardent ze^. 
and his wife, Justina, an Arian, lived on friendly terms with tlie pagans. 

■ Groom of the circus driving tonr horses. Prom Agostini, Gemmae, pi. 193. 
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by the councils of El- 
vira, and Aries,* and to 
enforce again the old 
diHcipliniiry laws of the 
Church which for a 
half century had fall- 
en into neglect. In 
.*Hj2 he allied together 
an Egyptian council, 
whii:h reasserted the 
Nicene creed as the 
one rule of faith ; and 
to raise an impassable 
barrier l)etween Chris- 
tians and pagans, pro- 
hibited tlie former from 
being present at games 
in the circus, hunts in 
the amphitheatre, and 
sciiiic representations 
of any kind, also from 
taking ptirt in Gentile 
feasts or even entering 
])ulilic inns, and from 
taking the oath re- 
(piired by Roman law 
in courts of justice. 
A^ if he sought to 
make all Christians one 
great community of 
monks. Athanasius dc^ 
flared excommunicate 
ijisii f'ltcio those who 
served in the army or 
in the administration. 
" s«c Vol. VII. p. aao. 

* (iame!! uf the circoi upon 
the dyplich uf Breicw. Gori, 
TktMur. Vtl. Jipti/ekonun. 




IIAMEM or THK CIRCUS.* 
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those who should communicate with a soldier, a governor, a trader, 
or a publican. It was a challenge, and Julian accepted it.^ 

This Emperor fights with both hands : as monarch he decrees, 
as philosopher he argues. His great work against Christianity is 
placed by Libanius above that of Porphyry, and certain of his 
arguments have been used again by modern criticism or sarcasm. 
But while the Emperor was writing this book, say the Church 
historians, he whom Julian called the carpenter's son was putting 
together the coffin in which this unbeliever and his gods were to 
be interred together.^ 

The measures, the words and writings of Julian naturally had 
the effect of uniting against him all the Christian sects lately so 
hostile towards each other, and of making the pagans — who since 
the reign of Constantine had not dared to defend themselves — 
feel that the time for reprisals had come. Had he lived longer^ 
there can be no doubt that great tumults would have occurred, 
although he himself taught toleration to those about him, as on 
the occasion when, at the altar of his gods and in the midst of a 
sacrifice, he suffered himself to be insulted with impunity by an 
aged bishop. His officers sought to gratify him by using the influr 
ence of the government in reawakening paganism, which was fast 
falling into decline. There were stately festivals, sacred hymns,' 
processions of young girls marching to the temples flower-laden; 
but also there were legal proceedings, not always justified by equity 
or prudence,* and on the part of certain governors a guilty tol- 
eration of popular seditions.^ In Syria fermented coimtless germs 
of trouble. There lived side by side all races, all religions, all 
sects, with their mortal hatreds ; and between the cities existed 
animosities centuries old. The inhabitants of Gaza, for example, 

1 See, in the Archives ties mhsions^ 1877, pp. 468 et 8eqq,f the report of M. ReTiUoat in 
respect to a miHsion for the study of Coptish manascriptB concerning the Comicfl cf 
Alexandria. 

^ Sozomcnus, vi. 2 ; Tlieodoret, iii. 23. 

* See, in the Misopogon^ 8e<'t. 23, the description of one of these pa«ran dispUjrs. In Egypt 
Julian orjjanized what we should call a jrreat school for sacred music. Sec his Letter 66, 

♦ See Lil)anius, Lettent 622, 624, 680, 1,057, and that which he relates (iWrf. •)€) of 
Tlieodule, who had built a house on the site of a temple in Antioch, of Orion {ibid. 67S and 
7.:0), and of Basiliscus (//>///., 66J»). ^ho had taken part in the pillage of temples. 

• Socrates (iii. 14) says: "The governors, wishing to profit by the Emperoi^s nipersll* 
tion, did more harm to the Christians than had lH>en ordered ; they denuuided from tliem 
greater sums of money than they oii'jht, an<l ii«<»d Aiolrnce towards certain." 
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never forgave Majuma for the favors which she had received from 
Constantine.* They destroyed her chapels, killed three of her citi- 
zens in a riot, and received no punishment for these crimes. In 
Palestine the Jews made common cause with the pagans in burn- 
ing churches and destroying the tombs of martyrs ; many of the 
Christians perished in these riots. Those who relate these things 
had an interest and satisfaction in exaggerating the importance of 
them; but Amm.' Marcellinus says nothing on the subject which 
authorizes us in the belief that they were less serious than has 
been asserted, or that they were readily arrested. In the city of 
Edessa, Arians and Valentinians had come to blows, and the for- 
mer had pillaged the church of the latter. Julian reconciled them 
by distributing to the soldiers the stolen treasure, and confiscating 
the property of the Arian church. "As they are taught," says 
the Emperor, "in their wonderful law that poverty is the easiest 
method of entering into the kingdom of heaven, we, for this purpose 
co-operating with them, have ordered all the wealth of the church 
of the Edessenes to be confiscated and given to our soldiers, and the 
lands to be annexed to our domains. Thus being poor, they may 
become wise, and not fail of that heavenly kingdom to which they 
aspire."' This irony was out of place on the part of a sovereign 
and in a rescript which ended with a menace of death for the chief 
magistrate of the city in case these seditions should occur again. 
At Damascus, Berytus, Epiphania, and Emesa, churches were burned 
or transformed into temples. The Bishop of Arethusa, refusing to 
rebuild a pagan sanctuary destroyed by the Christians, or to fur- 
nish the sum necessary for its reconstruction, was shamefully ill- 
treated ; at Heliopolis many Christians perished, at Bostra there 
were riots,* at Cappadocian Caesarea executions. The Christians 
in this latter city had destroyed, as a direct insult to the Empe- 
ror, the last temple in which their pagan fellow-citizens could wor- 
ship ; * others, in Phrygia, had broken, in a consecrated place, the 
statues of the gods. In all three cases the offenders were pun- 

1 See Vol. VII. p. 502. 

« Letter 43. 

* In hifl letter on, this subject, Julian advises the populace to expel the bishop from the 
city as an accuser of the people to the Emperor. The bishop had said that the Christians 
were restrained only by his exhortations from becoming tumultuous. 

^ Sozomenus, v. 4. 
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ished with death.^ The Christians represented these rioters as 
martyrs, and such they were; but the pagans could see in them 
only criminals justly punished.* The Christian sects which had 
suffered under Constantius — the Donatists in Africa, the Nova- 
tians in Asia Minor — attempted to regain possession of their 
churches as the pagans again obtained their temples.^ These rival 
competitions augmented the general disorder, and we can only 
wonder that it was not greater, amidst the violent excitements 
produced by so many contending creeds. 

Springing up suddenly, as popular emotions are so apt to do, 
these outbreaks could not be prevented, owing to the inefficiency 
of the local authorities. Julian, who in all his writings attests 
his desire for peace,* was their involuntary author. He wished 
gently to restore that past which never can be restored; but 
scenes took place which remind one of the sad occurrences of 
which certain of the provinces of France were the theatre less than 
seventy years ago. The government, by the very fact that it had 
again become pagan, appeared to authorize corresponding acts of 
violence with those which Christian Emperors had permitted or 
ordered; and the pagans, in those cities where they were conscious 
of being the stronger party, avenged themselves for their long 
humiliations : it is the inevitable law of historic reactions. It was 
not, therefore, a persecution, but a series of imprudent measures 
and angry words, in which too-zealous subordinates saw an en- 
couragement to let go on what it suited them to regard as a 
legitimate expiation.^ 

^ Socrates, iii. 15. 

^ See Vol IV. p. 465, the explanation of the crimen majestatis, 

* See in Socrates (iii. 11) and in Sozomenus (v. 5) the disturbances in Cyzicos, where 
the Orthodox had destroj'ed the church of the Novatians. 

^ In the Misopogon, sect. 22, he says that the anger let loose against the impioas (the 
Christians) raged much more fiercely than he had himself wished ; and in sect. 27, enumerating 
the favors he had granted the city of Antioch, he says : "In that which concerns one Christ, I 
have made you all the concessions which you could expect from a ruler who desires only the 
good of all men." Sozomenus, however, accuses him of blaming the governor for wishing to 
punish the ringleaders in a riot ; and we shall see later that he himself did not punish the 
murder of Bishop George at Alexandria. 

'^ G. H. Rendall, who has examined one by one the facts called by ecclesiastical writers 
acts of persecution, concludes this investigation with the following words : " On judicial survey 
of the whole evidence in array, it is just to conclude: 1, That no organized or wide-spread 
persecution prevailed during Julian's reign ; 2, that the sporadic instances which occmred 
were in almost every case provoked, and in part excused, by aggressive acts of Christians; 
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The Western provinces seem to have been forgotten in this 
religious strife ; at least we hear of no agitation in that quarter, 
except it be the disturbance made in Gaul by Hilary of Poitiers 
to secure the acceptance of the Nicene Creed rather than that of 
Rimini. The East, where the question of Arianism had been so 
hotly contested, appeared to Julian the great Christian fortress, 
and he believed that when that had fallen, all the rest would go 
with it. 

The opponents whom Julian attacked were his superiors in 
strength, for already the mighty theologians were at work, or 
were preparing for their task, who overthrew the ancient world 
and began to build a new social edifice, — Athanasius, Basil, Gre- 
gory Nazianzen, Gregory Nyssen, Chrysostom, Ambrose, Hilary of 
Poitiers, Jerome, and Augustine. The great men of this period 
were inevitably drawn to the side of Christianity; the pupils of 
Plato and Porphyry found in the Gospels a living God, who ex- 
plained for them the Alexandrian abstractions, and permitted them 
to pass beyond the hypostases of philosophy into the contempla- 
tions of faith. The history of the great theologians of the fourth 
centurv shows the influence that the Church exercised, even amid 
high social conditions, by its doctrine of detachment from the 
world. Saint Ambrose lays down a great civil office to accept 
the episcopate ; Paulinus, a man of consular rank, allows himself 
to be consecrated bishop of Nola ; Chrysostom, son of a general in 
the army, flees to the desert to escape the worldly distinction 
which his birth promised him ; Basil, who also was in a position 
to aspire to the highest honors, sells his possessions and distributes 
the money among the poor and embraces a monastic life, draw- 

8, that, while culpably condoning some pajjan excesses, the Emperor steadily set his face 
against persecution ; 4, that he never authorized any execution on the ground of religion ; 
that, where his conduct amounted to |)ersecution, he did not abjure, but set a strained inter- 
pretation on the laws of toleration which he professed " ( The Emperor Julian, Pufjaniurn, and 
Christianitjf, p. 202). A. Naville (Jul ten rApo.ffaf tt sa philosophie du polytheiftme) shares 
this opinion : ** We ought to recognize the fact that this reign is one of those in which reli- 
gious liberty was most respected." Saint Jerome says, in his Chronicle : Blanda persecutio 
Uliciens magis quam impellent ad sacrijicandum. Another ecclesiastical writer, Socrates, says 
distinctly (//«/. eccl. iii. 12) that Julian forbore to impose tortures and punishments ujwn the 
Christians, and Gregory Nazianzen, that this {)ersecution was a short and feeble attack of 
the deyil ; Saint Chrysostom speaks only of teachers of schools prohibited from the exercise 
of their profession, and physicians and soldiers discharged ; and Bossaet esteems Julian's 
government equitable {Dim:, sur VHist univ., 1st part, chap. xi.). 
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ing up for it a code of regulations still in force in the monas- 
teries of the East. Gregory, son of a bishop and the successor to 
the paternal dignity, persuades his brother, Julian's physician and 
much trusted by the Emperor, to refuse the senatorial rank and 
fortune rather than abandon his faith. What mattered to these 
noble minds, inheritors of all the grace of the Greek genius, the 
edict withdrawing from Christians the right to teach? The Em- 
peror may close the schools; the letters, the discourses, and the 
poems of these men are a new literature, read everywhere, full of 
life and splendor, which has quite another charm than the endless 
commentaries of the rhetoricians upon the ancient Homer, — faded 
flowers now, without perfume or color. The Church begins to 
assume the moral government of the world, and Julian, with his 
superannuated philosophy and his gods icy with the chill of the 
tomb, cannot dispute it with her. 

"We have the eloquence and the arts of Greece," he said; 
"you have ignorance and rusticity." And Gregory Nazianzen 
replies to him : " Wealth, honor, authority, — all these earthly 
advantages, which vanish like a dream, we abandon to you; but 
we keep the gift of eloquence." And they did keep it. Listen 
to Saint Basil describing the retreat where his poetic genius lived 
with Nature and with God : " My dwelling is upon a hill-top 
which is covered with a thick forest where many streamlets rise, 
and, falling over the rocks in cascades, unite to form a considerable 
brook, of which the fish furnish me with abundant food at all 
times. I look down over the valley which lies beneath me, more 
beautiful than ever was Calypso's island, and full of flowers and 
the singing of birds. Here I enjoy tranquillity, that greatest of 
all blessings. I am not disturbed by the noise of cities, and I 
hear only the sounds made by the hunters who come into the 
forest; for we have also wild animals, not bears and wolves as 
upon your mountains, but deer, hares, and wild goats. Here I 
would gladly remain, as Alcmaeon tarried when at last he had 
found the Echinades."^ From this cheerful landscape his eyes 
are lifted to Him who made it. He loves to contemplate the 
stars, — " the flowers which God's hand has scattered through infi- 
nite space;" and he exclaims: "If the things that are seen are 

1 In 860 Gregory visited his friend in this delightful retreat. 
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SO beautiful, what must the unseen be! If the perishable sun 
brightens all with its light, what must be the Sun of Divine 
Righteousness ! " In his Hexameron — an explanation of the six 
days of Genesis — and in his Ilomilies upon the Psalms, the Greek 
inspiration mingles with that which descends from the hills of 
Galilee, and some of his letters have a truly Attic grace. " Every- 
thing comes in its season," he writes to a friend, — " the flowers 
in spring, the ripe corn in summer, fruit in autumn ; the winter 
fruits are conversations with one's friends." * 

Basil, the first in date of the great Christian orators, was 
poetical in his eloquence ; in many of the innumerable verses ^ of 
his friend Gregory Nazianzen we find a pensive sadness not at all 
native to that violent and passionate age. *-My soul," Gregory 
exclaims, " whence comest thou ? Who has bidden thee to carry 
about a corpse? To-day a man, to-morrow I shall be but dust. 
If thou art indeed a celestial being, my soul ! teach it to me. 
One man weeps for his country desolated by war ; another, for 
his house burned by fire from heaven ; the maid in her bridal 
attire laments over the d6ad body of him who should have been 
her husband ; the mother, who has lost her son now grown to 
manhood, suffers keener pangs than those of childbirth. And 
thou, my soul, wh«at lamentation shall be fitting for thy loss ! I 
shall lose the fame of eloquence, the pride of station, pleasures, 
wealth ; I shall leave behind the light of the sun and the stars, — 
brilliant crown of the earth! — and, an icy corpse, with fillets wrapped 
about my head, I shall be stretched upon a bed ; and after that, 
under the stone of the tomb, awaiting destruction. But it is not 
for this that my soul is filled with anxiety ; I tremble only before 
the justice of God." And he goes on in this strain. Finally, he 
cannot endure his uncertainties ; he turns away from them, and 
hope springs up again in his heart. " Now there is darkness ; 
soon there will be the truth ; then, contemplating God, thou shalt 

» Letter 18. 

* More than thirty thousand lines, — which indicates that there is much more prose in 
them than poetry. The Greek Fathers of the fourth century, sometimes so eloquent, have the 
endless fluency of their race. Usually pupils of l^ibanius or Ilimerius, they retained from 
the teaching of the rhetoricians the excessive use of comparisons and figures, together with 
something of Oriental emphasis. But being sustained, as they were, by a mighty reality, their 
rhetoric, altlioiig)i too highly colored, was often the brilliant decoration of lofty and severe 
ideas. 
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know all things."' Like brave soldiers who have gained posses- 
nion of their adversaries' weapons, and use them to better advan- 
tage, Gregory and Basil captivated by the charm of their lao^uage 
even the most famous pagan rhetorician of the time, Libanius. 
who had been one of their masters,' and now remained their friend. 

sil, when he became arch- 
i bUhop of Caesarea in Cap- 
I padocia in 369, was still 
accustomed to send pupila 
from that province to Libar 
nius, and he wrote thus to 
him : " I have read your ora- 
tion, most learned of men ! 
and I admire it. muses ! 
O eloquence ! O Athens ! 
what gifts ye bestow on 
those who love you ! "' 
These Christian disciples of 

IIOCBLE-nBADED EAGLE.* , tt 

Plato and Homer took pos- 
session of half of the domain of art, and their writings, which prob- 
ably contributed to save from destruction a portion of the classic 
literature, continue to defend that which remains to us of it 
against those who would be blinded by excess of light. 

These fragments present but one side of their genius, the 
nide to which we call attention to show that a new source of 
poetry had been opened, and to demonstrate that Julian's decree 
as to the scliools was doubly a mistake, — first, as being unjust ; 
secondly, as being ineffectual. 

' VillcmMn, L'£loquence ckrilieane au qualribne siicle : De Broglie, op. Imid. (book V.^ 
or wlilcfa an entire chapter (the second) u devoted to Saiot Basil ; Fialon, Audt nw SaM 
'{•mir. 

* Soi'rotes, iv. 26. * ilasil, Letter 353. 

* Ban-rclicf found io Cappadoria. Texicr, Voy. rn Asir Mineiire, pi. 78. The Hohaa- 
mcdan l<x^-nds Mfni to have mailit the iloublc^icaded I'aglc, the Ilanca, the emhlem td 
oroni|)olonre. "for lii^ carricn off the cle|)liant and the liuflain an the kite carrie* otf a 
moutiG." The Tiirks placed tliiK ancient I'crtiian Hvmbol on ihcir itandards; the Tareo^na* 
of raleMinc, on their coinn; and later the (Icrmnn £mpcrun<, in their armorial bearuga;, 
Ky a sinj^ubr freak of fortune tlie Turkixh race saw itself, at Belgrade, at Lepanuv *ui 
at Peterwaradin, debarred entrance Into the Wert hv that vt>ry oagle which had led it to 
victory on tlic banks of the Euphrates and the shores of iho Bosphoro* (De L 
aSutrfi. i. lOi). 
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We have no occasion to speak of the works which have given 
to Gregory the surname of the Theologian (©cdXoyo?) ; but we 
ought to add that tliis bishop — a restless and dissatisfied mind, 
a poetic nature delicate and nervous — suffered more than others 
from the armed resurrection of the enemy whom the Christians 
had believed destroyed, and that his passionate Invectives against 
Julian, and his poem against the Fathers of the Council of Con- 
stantinople, have a character of irascibility which religious polemics 
early assumed and have retained to this day. 

Saint Ephraem was a friend of Basil ; but there is nothing 
Greek either in his language or his ideas, he is entirely Biblical 
and Oriental. He wrote and spoke in the Syrian language, like one 
of the old prophets, except that in him mercy and charity take 
the place of wrath and denunciation. He has the fruitful, inex- 
haustible imagination of the Oriental story-tellers, and the subtle 
forms of Arab poetry. His verses were repeated all the way from 
the Mediterranean seashore to the mountains of Persia ; long after 
his time they continued to be sung, and it is possible are at this 
day recited in the valleys of the Lebanon on occasion of funeral 
rites.^ Saint Ephraem represents the popular poetry, completing 
with dramatic or tender imagination the severe work of the the- 
ologian, and employing the two great Christian forces, love and 
charity, in uniting souls which disputes of doctors and of synods 
tend to separate.^ This Syrian enthusiast, this poet who knew 
not Athens, extols, however, like Basil and Gregory, profane learn- 
ing. '' man ! '' he says, " read carefully books, that thou mayst 
obtain wisdom from them. Knowledge weaves a crown for those 
who love her, and makes them sit upon a kingly throne." 

Synesius, that eccentric bishop, the devoted friend of Hypatia, 

^ A long and very beautiful Lamentation by this author is translated by M. Dabas in 
his Memoire sur ((uelquei poesits de S. Ephrem. Tlie account that Ejihraem gives of his 
first meeting with Saint Basil shows him as the clairvoyant, in modern parlance, whose recol- 
lections take the form of voices that he has heard, and apparitions that he has seen. '* When 
I was in Cappadocia a voice said to me : * Rise, Ephraem ; go and eat thoughts I ' I said, 
* Where shall I find them, L#onl ?* And the voice rejilied : * Go to my house; thou wilt there 
see a royal va^e (Jiatriktiov, a play upon the word Basil) full of the food that thou requirest.* " 
Ephraem obeyed, and went to the church ; from the porch be perceived a priest addressing 
the people; on the shoulder of the priest a dove whispered in his ear the words that he 
shoald speak, etc. (De Broglie, op, lawL v. 182). 

' Gregory Nazianzen was not in favor of too-frequent synods ; he believed that discua- 
tions give birth to heresies. 

VOL. VIII. 13 
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and so ardent a lover of pagan culture, also composed much poetry ; 
but he belongs to the subsequent generation. 

He who was to take the first rank, the greatest of all the 
Greek Fathers of the fourth century, by his melodious speech and 
his often angry eloquence, Saint John Chrysostom, was at this 
time a boy,^ who had as yet written nothing. He would, how- 
ever, already have devoted himself to a monastic life had he not 
been dissuaded by his mother, Anthusa, who, left a widow at the 
age of twenty, had been unwilling to remarry, devoting her life 
exclusively to her son. '^ My son," she says, " my only consolar 
tion has been to see in your face the likeness of him whom I 
have lost. I ask this favor of you : do not make me a second time 
a widow ; wait until I shall be dead. When you have buried me, 
laying my remains beside those of your father, then do what pleases 
you, travel in remote lands and upon any sea ; but while I live, 
endure my presence."* Gentle and tender words are these of a 
mother who, like many Christian women of the time, exercised a 
religious influence over her son ; but this woman believed that 
salvation was not irreconcilable with the fulfilment of the duties 
of family life. 

A religion whose Christ was born of a virgin, and among whose 
earliest believers were holy women who hung upon the Lord's 
words, who followed him to Calvary, who annoimced his resur- 
rection, — was sure to appeal to those whom Nature has made to 
love. In times of persecution they furnished martyrs to the faith, 
and now they were its apostles. Macrina, sister of Saint Basil, 
herself an ardent believer, snatched their brother, Gregory Nyssen, 
from Plato and led him to Christ. The mother of Gregory Nazi- 
anzen, Nonna, to convert her husband, by day related to him the 
Gospel narratives, and at night lulled his sleep with sacred sing- 

1 His birth is said to have occurred on Jan. 14, 347. He was, like Basil and Gregory, 
the pupil of Lihaniu9, who on his death-bed is reported to have said : " I should have left my 
school to John had not the Christians stolon him from us " (Sozomenus, viiL 2). Later It 
was said of him : " It were better the sun should lose his rays than Chrysostoin his worda.** 
The surname applied to him signifies the Gohlen-mouthed. 

' In 1ms treatise frtpl *UfHo<rvvrjs, i. 2, in vol. i. of the edition of Montfaocon. Chfyioiloai, 
like Gregory Nazianzen and Gregory Nyssen, ha<i a <listurbed episcopate (398-409). UJa 
violent language caused him to be defwsed from the see of Constantinople and exfied into % 
severe climate;, where he met his <leath. lie suffered, however, in a just caoie; he had 
refustMl to condemn the writings of Origen, and was full of gentleness towards 
a>Kertiug that we should strive against doctrines, and not against persoDi. 
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ing, that she might lead his mind to pious visions. And how 
remarkable was the zeal of Monica, the mother of Saint Augustine ; 
of Fabiola, who employed her wealth in founding a hospital ; of 
Marcella and Felicitas, the correspondents of Saint Jerome ; of 
Demetrias, the richest heiress in Rome, who entered a convent in 
Carthage; of the devout Eustochia and her mother Paula, "that 
daughter of the Scipios and the Gracchi, who, preferring Bethlehem 
to Rome, exchanged the gold of her adornments for a cabin in 
Judaea ! " * 

Other laborers wrought for the spread of the Christian faith. 
The new religion, which called the flesh accursed, condemned life 
to be but a preparation for death. This doctrine made men monks.' 
While the leaders were organizing Christendom into a body, pow^ 
erful through unity of dogma and discipline, many of those to 
whom it was taught that the flesh is the soul's prison, and 
the contemplative life the ideal of perfection, had fled into soli- 
tude, there to hasten by macerations, both of body and spirit, 
their reunion with God. Daily the devout listened to maledictions 
of the flesh and praise of the ascetic life. All the Fathers of 
the fourth century urged men into this path: Basil, Ephraem, 
and Jerome by their instructions and example ; Gregory Nazianzen 
by his poems and sermons; Ambrose and Saint Jerome by their 
books and their letters on the merits of virginity; Athanasius by 
the important part he assigned to the monks in his struggle with 
three Emperors.' To him the anchorites of the Thebaid were the 

^ It is Saint Jerome who gives Paula this illustrious ancestry • but as he also calls her 
Agamemnonis inclyta proles, we may regard the other statement with doubt. Convents at this 
time were becoming numerous. Saint Ambrose wrote in 377 his three books on Virginity; 
his sister, like the daughter of Paula, consecrated herself to the Lord. 

* In respect to pagan and Jewish monks and hermits, see the monograph of M. Brunet 
de Presles on the Strapeon de Memphis. Ancient Egypt had also its holy virgins. Plu- 
tarch dedicates his treatise on fsis and Osiris to a consecrated virgin. A hieroglyphic 
inscription in the Louvre mentions an abbess of the recluses of Ammon, and a fortunate 
accident has preserved to us the anathemas pronounced by a pious Egyptian woman 
against her son who had become a Christian (ReviUout, Cours de langue demotique, p. 31). 
Paganism had also its literary women, who honored philosophy and followed its pre- 
cepts. Of these the most famous are Hypatia of Alexandria, Asclepigenia of Athens, her 
rival, Aedesia (Suidas, s. v. Damascius), Sosipatra, of whom Eunapius says that she was 
learned, rich, and beautiful (edit. Didot, p. 461), etc. In respect to the monks of Egypt and 
their miracles, see Socrates, Hist. eccL iv. 23. 

* At the same time this ardent friend of the monks is not unaware of the peculiar ego- 
tism which is sometimes at the bottom of this solitary devotion. '*What answer will vou 
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true people of God. When he contemplates their monasteries 
scattered along the mountain side, he is seized with Balaam's 
enthusiasm, and exclaims: "How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, 
and thy tabernacles, Israel ! " ^ 

Hilary of Poitiers goes even further; he sacrifices his own 
daughter to the new faith. In order to deter her from a mar- 
riage which unites all worldly advantages, he writes her a letter 
in which paternal affection conceals under a flowery garb the 
bishop's severity. He would have for Abra only the Divine Spouse^ 
"that Youth of marvellous beauty, richer than all the rich of 
this world, who promises his bride a wonderful robe which ren- 
ders sickness and old age and death unknown." Saint Jerome 
cannot allow a mother's heart to his penitents. Paula abandons 
her children for seclusion from the world ; on news that one of 
them is dead, she weeps because she had deserted the girl, and 
Saint Jerome says to her with severity ; " This grief saddens the 
heart of Jesus." And he gives her as an example Saint Melanie, 
who, losing her husband and two children on the same day, sheds 
not a tear, but says, smiling : ^' Henceforth I shall be more free to 
serve the Lord." It is a fierce and ardent faith, which, while it 
merits heaven, loses earth. 

As early as the reign of Aurelian, Anthony had withdrawn 
into the desert ; he was merely a hermit ; Hilario, Pachomius, 
Macarius, Saint Basil, and others organized the cenobitic life, 
and Martin, a legionary in the time of Constantius, founded in 
Gaul the first monastery.^ Other religions had known this spirit 

make/' he writes to one of them who refused the duties of the episcopate, **if you leave the 
people without the bread of life upon which you yourself are feeding? When the Lord cooH 
eth, what can you say to him in your own justification?" (Letter to Dracontius,) His Life nf 
Saint Authony has made the legendary reputation of this singular personage, who was 
extremely ignorant, but had the second sight which accompanies hallucination. Athanatiua 
dares not in his own [>erson relate the marvellous and terrible things which took place in the 
cell of the anchorite, but he makes Saint Anthony himself recite to the aRsembled monks the 
story of his conflicts with Satan, or of his too fascinating visions. 

* [Numbers^ xxiv. 24.] Athanasius, Life of Saint Anthony^ 44. Upon the religiooB con* 
dition of Kgypt at this time, see the curious biography of Scnuti the Prophet, analysed frooi 
a Coptic manuscript by M. Kevillout in the Re rue de Vllistoire des religions^ toI. vlii. No. 4, 
pp. 401 et seqq. 

'^ Saint Basil greatly preferred for the monks a life in common rather than that of 
the hermits. 1 1 is rule divides the time among prayer, manual labor, and ■tody. His 
monks aided the secular clergy in preaching, and in their houses the trayeOer and the 
pc»or could always find help. 
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of self-renunciation, but Christianity alone made it an element of 
power. In the monasteries her most useful soldiers were trained, 
— that body of men who so often did her vast service, and also 
at certain epochs were pioneers of civilization and of scholar- 
ship, and in every age offered asylums where noble hearts felt 
themselves nearer God, and where others found a living grave 
wherein to hide their griefs and their despair. Before the close 
of the fourth century Egypt alone had seven or eight hundred 
monks. How many others there were in Palestine, in Syria, in 
Asia Minor, Armenia, and Africa! "The cities were depopulated 
to fill the deserts."^ These monks had austere virtues, some- 
times vices, with which Saint Ephraem reproaches them, and eccen- 
tricities of costume, language, and conduct which offended Saint 
Jerome,^ but were held by the people as marks of sanctity. Vol- 
untary poverty, like that of the Buddhists or of the Franciscan 
friars, has often won the hearts of the multitude, who love this 
ostentatious contempt for the good things they themselves can 
never hope to possess ; and the self-denial of the monks seemed a 

^ Saint Augustine, who by his preaching propagated the monastic order in Africa, 
shows in his treatise on the Morals of the Church the great number of religious commu- 
nities which had been formed throughout the Roman world. The Emperors early took 
the alarm at this desertion from the social life: Quidam ignaviae seclcUoreSf desertis ciui" 
latum muneribus^ captant solitudines ac secreta, et specie religionis, cum coetibus matuizonton 
congregantur. Hos . . . erui e latehris . . . mandavimus . . . {Codex Theod, zii. 1, 63, 
anno 365). See also the very curious canons of the Council of Gangres in 376, several of 
which are a condemnation of the excesses of the ascetic life and of the abandonment of 
family obligations. 

^ His Letters to Eustochius, to the monk Rusticus, and others, are severe upon the 
vices of the monks, — gluttony and lewdness ; but in many other letters he extols the merits 
of the solitary life. The African Church was disturbed by discussions whether the mo- 
nastic life should be one of idleness or of industry, and also in respect to the idleness of 
the wandering monks. Saint Augustine in his De Opere monachorum, and in his Enarra^ 
tiones in Psalmum CXXXIL, blames this pious inactivity ; at the request of the Bishop of 
Carthage, he writes against "those hypocrites who, in the dress of monks, wander about 
the provinces, carrying pretended relics, amulets, preservatives, and expecting alms to feed 
their lucrative poverty and recompense their pretended virtue." One of his correspond- 
ents, the tribune Marcellinus, makes the objection that Christianity, teaching that men 
should not resist the evil-doer, and, to him that taketh away the coat, should give the 
cloak also, were advancing a doctrine of morals contrary to the civil law. This was in 
advance the argument of Bayle, that sincere Christian believers could not found a state 
capable of enduring. It is true that an anchorite is not a citizen, and that he withdraws 
himself from the aims of society. But the human mind is, happily, illogical. Christians 
have been as good citizens and as brave soldiers as a state could wish to have; and 
counsels of abnegation are always useful, although the precept to turn the left cheek to 
him who smites the right, has no more put an end to war than the prohibition against 
usury has brought business to a stand. 
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istimony to the power within them of the Divine Spirit^ and 
Iso an expiation of the crimes of the age which they could not 
revent. Accordingly, they were extremely popular : for their 
jperior officers, the bishops, they were discreet and valuable mes- 
mgers; for the laity in stormy times they were ardent auxilia- 
ies against pagans and heretics. '* Without the monks/* says 
ozomenus,^ "the East would have remained Arian. On one occa- 
ion five hundred of them, summoned to Egypt* by the archbishop, 
ime very near killing the prefect/' Fasting, ecstasy, visions 
iken for realities, gave them a robust credulity ; and in their 
^lls the Church again recovered that power of miracle-working 
^hich no longer was manifested among the secular clergy, now 
[lat they lived in the open light of day. 

But of all these adversaries the most formidable were the new 
leal — the hope of heaven, and love to one's fellow-men, which 
Christianity had substituted for the old ideal of absolute devotion 
3 the earthly country — and that discipline of the Church which 
y means of the Christian sacraments held the believer at the 
lost important moments of his life. When the cities had lost 
v^en the shadow of their old privileges, another liberty, the 
ight of choosing their religious leaders and of discussing the 
oints of their faith, sprang up in the Christian communities and 
le councils ; religion restored a part of what political events 
ad taken away, and the episcopal office gave back to certain 
f the great families the influence of which for a long time they 
ad been entirely deprived.^ This further explains the power of 
ic Church, democratic at its base, aristocratic at its summit, and 
lus gathering into its own hands all the strongest social forces. 

Observe also that it was not at all distracted from its religious 

^ vi. 27. Eiinapius (Af^def^.) attributes the fall of paganism to the monki. Coocem- 
g their alleged miracles, see Socrates, iv. 24. 

^ Socrates, vii. 14. 

* Before beins: bishop, Ambrose had been a governor, Paulinus of NoIa a ooBtoL 
(Hitarius a praetor, Syncsius the richest citizen of the C'jTenaica, etc. The fMUtieipi^ 
)n of the jH-'ople in episcopal elections is constantly noticeable during the fourth coi* 
ry. Also, however, we observe the tendency of the great bishops to reduce M much 
pos*iihle the popular franchise. Basil and (iregory Xazianzen seek to hare the elep> 
)n nia<le exclusively by the clergy, — which would plac^e it under the directum aad ittthn 
ice of the metropolitan. " Tliese are our affairs," said the elder Gregory to the 
Caesarea ; and Basil wrote : *' It is God*s right to designate those who shall 
m ujwn earth" ((iregory, i. 800, 310 (Billy); Basil, LtUera 2H and 2;l0). 
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work by the patriotic duties which had been the very life of the old 
Roman society. Saint Basil wrote : ^' The monks have shown me 
how a man can be a stranger to the concerns of this world, and 
live only in heaven ; " and elsewhere : " Man must leave in his soul 
no earthly affection."^ When the Empire seemed about to fall 
in ruins; when the Roman army had been destroyed, an Emperor 
burned alive, the provinces covered with slaughter and desolation, 
— this great bishop was absolutely unmindful of the public misfor- 
tunes; in his innumerable works there is not one word of patriot- 
ism. This conception of life was diametrically opposed to the 
ideas and sentiments which had made the greatness of Greece 
and Rome ; but it left the mind free for religious propaganda 
and strifes concerning dogmas. Julian was not thus at liberty. 
He thought far too much about King-Sun, it is true; but he was 
compelled also to think about the Franks, the Goths, the Per- 
sians, and the administration of a vast empire. Hence he was 
unable to contend against a faith so ardent, with this paganism 
which he strove to reconstruct, while giving to it a character 
which, since it did not spring from the pagan principle, was incar 
pable either of permanency or of growth. 



m. JuLiAK AT Antioch (July, 362, TO March, 363). 

Julian remained at Constantinople^ till June, 362, at which 
time he went into Asia to prepare for a great expedition against 
the Persians. He passed slowly through Asia Minor, bringing 
help to Nicomedeia, which had just suffered from an earth- 
quake, visiting Pessinus (where he worshipped the Bona Dea, 
and wrote a treatise explaining the singular amours of Cybele 
and Atys), Ancyra, Cappadocian Caesarea" (at the foot of Mount 

1 Letter 223. 

* Zosimus (iii. II) says he remained there ten months; but Amm. MarcellinuB (xxii. 9) 
represents him as arriving in Antioch at the time of the festival of Adonis, which occurred 
in July. 

' At Caesarea had just taken place a tumultuous episcopal election, which displeased 
him, because the person selected was one of the most important citizens, who was thus with- 
drawn from the senate. Julian wished to annul the election. The old Bishop of Nadaiueiv 
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Argaeus, the highest peak of Asia Minor), and the city of Tarsus^ 
the last stage of the journey before reaching Antioch. On the 
way he filled, as occasion required, the rlile of judge, and did it 
well. In Ancyra he caused a Christian, Basil by name, to undergo 
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the punishment of the rod ; but this man had insulted the impe- 
rial majesty with invocations of evil, which, according to law 
and to old religious ideas, was nothing less than treason. ■'Jesns 
Christ will quickly punish thee ; thou shalt die in torments, and 
thy body, left without burial, sliall be trodden under foot."' * A 

father nf <ir«<rnry, remon si rated, and Julian let the matter drop (Gregory Kaiiaoien, i. .109, 
edit, of Billy). 

' The Mother of the Cioiln nnd Aly?. the divine shephenl, receiving the prayers of the 
devout. We have already remarked that to indiraie divine per«inases it wai u«iial to npr«- 
Kont Ihcm of height superior to that of their wonihippers. Thit wat a Greek nng*. Cf. 
}tuU. </<■ rom-^p. htUe'n. \o, Vlf. p. .-iGi. (Sdiseiim of Venice.) 

* xxii. 10: .'^o7onll'nll<•. v. I', Tliese exrC!<Kes iif lansim^e were nor nniitnial: Um omM 
saintly men authorized them by their example. Saint -lerome ealln .Tidian "a mad dog;** and 
the two fnreclivef of Gregory Naziaozen are extremely violent. In the case of the Aeli gf 
Saiitt liaiil of Amyra, Tillemonl (iv. 69H) does mil iiffirm their aathenticity. 
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count, hoping to gain the Emperor's favor, put the zealot to 
death. Sozomenus declares that the act was not authorized ; and 
we shall see later that Julian was resolved to have no martyrs, 




considering auoh dead enemies much more dangerous than living 
ones. Formerly there had been but one master of the Empire 
whom it was necessai'y to respect in word and act; now there 
were two, and the Christians gave obedience to the second only, 
whenever the first displeased them. 

■ Thb monDtaJD, over thirteen thoiuaod feet high, u an extinct volcano ; the (coriaa 
which cover !ta sides show that it was once formidable. Id the time of Strabo, and even in 
the fifth century of the Christian era, it was occacionally active. Caetarea (Kaisarieh), oB 
the Kara-Sou, an affluent of tlie Ki^il-Irmak, was at a height of 3,380 feet above the se». 
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Julian entered Antioch on the day when the city was cele- 
brating with great pomp the festival of Adonis. He showed him- 
self unmindful of personal 
insults, refused to hear an 
accusation against one of 
the spies who had be- 
trayed Gallus, and dis- 
missed without a severe 
word a decurion who had 
asked of Constantius the 
head of the Gallic Caesar, 
that he might set it on 
the walls of his city as a 
trophy. The man was 
filled with terror. " Fear 
not ! " the new Augustus 
said to him; "if I have 
enemies, I seek to dimin- 
ish their number." ' He 
had not, however, that 
foolish good-nature which 
blunts the sword of jus- 
tice. Two conspirators 
were executed, and seve- 
ral hated agents of the 
cruelties of Constantius, 
— among these the notaiy 
Gaudentius, the vicar Julianus, and the duke of Egypt, Artemius, 
who had been guilty of extortion, pillage, and murder. This duke 
appears to have had as an accomplice in some of his crimes^ 
George the semi-Arian bisliop of Alexandria.' On learning that 

> Amra. Marci'Ilinii!!. xxll. U. See Julian'n Lrttrr 59. 

* From H vntv found at Corinth (^luM-um of IteHin). O. Rayet, Mon. de Fart anfigwe. 

• Amm. Marcrllintiii, :(xli. 11 : AUramlrini . . . vijirnvi, «( itii tlixerin, MorriBw* ab •» 
taepiiui npp'tiix. Tlic CaiholicB accused (leoi^^ of having rciuired fecu for bapUmii, boriftK 
and the liki', and of liavin;; M-curcd the m<ino|io1y uf sjilt, papyritn, ami Miltjretre. The Aruuu 
iiai) bmushi like coroplaiDlM againirt Athanaxiui. Thet^c abuMn jit-rhapB had ariaea out of 
certain innocent tigasen of llie Alexandrian Church whioli wvre rcpreiented t* ■MMpoIiM 
unfavomhlc to the mcrchantn of ihc citj-. There remoian, however, the UMinaaj of kmm. 
Mkroellinus aguan Biiihop Geoi^. 
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Artemius had been beheaded in Antioch, the pagan populace rushed 
upon the bishop, perhaps aided by some of the Catholic party, and 
tore him in pieces.^ This sedition deserved punishment ; but the 
victim was a bishop, and Julian contented himself with addressing 
a homily to the Alexandrians, in which were, however, threats 
against those who in future should violate the law. This indul- 
gence was neither just nor wise. 

George being dead, Athanasius returned to Alexandria and 
took possession of his see.^ His presence was at once marked by 
new discussions, another council, and a twentieth creed, prepared 
this time in a manner to satisfy some of the Arian party, but 
offensive to the extremists like Lucifer of Cagliari. The pagans 
of the city were displeased, and complained to the Emperor, com- 
municating to him the violent commentary that Athanasius had 
added to some of the acts of the council.' Julian replied to them 
by the following edict : " One who had been banished by so 
many imperial decrees should have waited at least for one edict 
before he returned home, instead of contumeliously insulting the 
laws, as if there were none in being. For we have not allowed 
the Galilaeans who were banished by the divine Constantius to 
return to their churches, but only to their countries. Yet I hear 
that the most audacious Athanasius, with his usual insolence, 
has again usurped what they call the episcopal throne, and that 
this has not a little displeased the people of Alexandria. We 
therefore command him to depart from the city on the very 
day that he shall receive the letter of our clemency ; and if 
he remain there, he may expect a much severer punishment." * 
The Alexandrian Christians cried out against this fourth ban- 
ishment of their bishop, and Julian addressed them a letter, in 
which he says: "If you will listen to my admonitions, my joy 
will be vfery great; but if you still persevere in that superstitious 



^ Amm. Marcellinus (ibid.) speaks only of pagans. Gregory Nazianzen (Discourses^ xxi. 
86) seems to say that the Catholics had a share in the tragedy. At this we cannot wonder ; 
the hatred of the Orthodox against Greorge, as the successor of Athanasius, was equal to that 
felt by the pagans for him as a Christian bishop. 

< It is believed that he was the first to take the title of archbishop (Art de virifier le$ 
dates, iii. 468). 

• See aboTe, pp. 185, 186. 

♦ JMter 28. 
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institution of designing men, agree at least among yom^elves, 
and do not desire Athanasius. There are many of his disciples 
who are abundantly able to please your itching ears, desirous as 
they are of such impious discourses. Any one whom you may 
select from the people, in what relates to expounding the Scrip- 
tures, will be by no means inferior to him. But if you are pleased 
with the shrewdness of Athanasius (for I hear the man is crafty), 
and therefore have petitioned, know that for this very reason he 
was banished. That such an intriguer should preside over the 
people is highly dangerous. I ordered him formerly to leave 
the city, but I now banish him from all Egypt ; " ^ and Julian 
wrote to the prefect : " If that enemy of the gods does not leave 
Alexandria, or rather Egypt, before the kalends of December, 
the cohort that you command shall be fined a hundred pounds 
of gold." 2 

If the distinction made by Julian between the return of exiles 
into their cities and their restoration to their former positions, 
was contained in the letters of recall, — and we cannot doubt 
that it was, since the Emperor aflSrms it, and its reason is com- 
prehensible, — Athanasius was in the wrong, and Julian might 
justly reproach him with a violation of the law.^ 

At Antioch the Emperor restored the temple of Apollo, which 
stood in the beautiful grove of Daphne, just outside the city.* A 
fire — set by a flash of lightning, the Christians asserted ; by an im- 
prudent worshipper, says Amm. Marcellinus — destroyed it. Julian 

^ Letter 51. 

'^ Letter 6. I have already mentioned (page 10, note 2) this strange administratiire 
method, the fine, which is the sole punishment of Barbaric times, and was so in the Middle 
Ages. Cf. the law of the Franks, and for the Middle Ages, Seignobos, Le Regime feodal en 
Bourgogne. 

* Another proof exists in the fact that Athanasius did not take advantage of the recall of 
the exiles to return to Alexandria so long as George lived; that is, while the episcopal 
chair was occupied. If Julian had designed to restore it to him in ending his time of exile, 
he would have begun by expelling George, — a measure quite after the manner of Con- 
stantius, but not characteristic of Julian. Moreover, Athanasius was a most unruly sub- 
ject to any authority which did not please him. Being banished from Alexandria by Julian, 
he openly left his place of exile, say the historians (Socrates, iii. 14; Theodoret, iii. 8; Sozo- 
menus, v. 15 ; Rufinus, i. 3, 4), returned by night to Alexandria, and concealed himself in the 
city. The Roman Church, which has profited by his perseverance, is justified in making him 
a hero and a saint ; but may no state ever again know so turbulent a prelate 1 

* Amm. Marcellinus, xxii. 13 ; Libanius, Upon the Temple of Apollo; and Theodoret, iii 
11, 12. Daphne is supposed to have been the modern Beit-el-M&. 
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had no doubt that this destruction was, like that of the palace in 
Nicomedeia in Diocletian's reign, the work of *^ the Galilaeans," 
and certain devout authors maintain that he took his revenge by 
a cruel persecution. These writers depict the Orontes as filled with 
the dead bodies of the martyrs; in wells and cellars and in un- 
frequented recesses of 
the palace there are 
the remains of mur- 
dered Christians, 
skulls of children and 
maidens who had 
been offered in sacri- 
fice. The pagans had 
long accused their ad- 
versaries of sacrific- 
ing children in noc- 
turnal orgies ; they 
were now in turn pur- 
sued by the same fool- 
ish accusation : it is 
the ordinary justice of 
partisans. But against 
these lying accusa- 
tions the life of Julian 
and his whole moral nature protest, — an historic document also, 
and most precious in judging an emperor. By way of repri- 
sals upon the destruction of the Daphnean temple, he closed 
the great Arian church of Antioch and confiscated its posses- 
sions, — in execution, perhaps, of the decree in respect to res- 
titutions ; and to discover the incendiaries he ordered a number 
of Christians to be put to torture. One of them, Theodoret, 
was executed ; four soldiers had already undergone the same fate 
for insults offered to the gods, and probably also to the Emperor. 
Theodoret had called him a tyrant and the most contemptible of 
men.^ Some refusal of military obedience from conscientious 
scruples, as we have seen in the time of Diocletian, had caused 
the death of the soldiers, and the words of Theodoret were 

^ Dom Ruinart, Actes de Theodoret. 
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treason ; the ancient laws therefore authorized these unjust 
sentences. Julian had repeatedly declared that he would use no 
violence against the Christians, and yet one of the Christian clergy 
had just fallen by the sword. The Emperor was angry with 
the judge, who was his uncle. "What have you done?" he said. 
"Do you not know that I am displeased by these executions? 
What will they not say against me now that you have made a 
martyr?"^ His friends regarded the matter in the same light 
that he did. Libanius deplores that by the tortures inflicted on Mark 
of Arethusa the latter had been raised to the rank of a demigod; 
and he wrote to the governor of Phoenicia : " Set Orion at lib- 
erty ; do not make a saint of him."^ This was the new policy; 
it was not destined to succeed any better than that of Diocletian, 
but it was milder. We find it at work in transferring the 
remains of the martyr Babylas, whose tomb was in the grove 
of Daphne. "Apollo," says Libanius, "not being able to endure 
the vicinity of this dead body, had quitted his temple, and the 
Castalian spring gave no more oracles." * When Julian brought back 
into the sacred valley the old pomp of pagan worship, he purified 
the enclosure according to the rites employed by the Athenians at 
Delos,* and ordered the removal of any dead bodies that had been 
interred there. Babylas in his turn quitted the grove ; the Christians 
took up his body and carried it in solemn procession to a church 
in Antioch. The Emperor saw this funeral train and the angry 
eyes of the Christians ; he heard the chanting of psalms, chasen 
designedly for their malediction of the impious man, but he did 
nothing to disturb this pious and hostile ceremony. As he 
found it advantageous not to increase the number of the martyrs, 
he did not interfere with those who did them honor ; and this 
gives us the right to conclude that the relics of the Christian dead 
were profaned only in public outbreaks, without orders from the 
Emperor and contrary to his wishes. But he became anxious 
lest these funeral ceremonies might become to both parties an 

^ Some months after the death of this magistrate the Emperor again says of him, in 
the Misopogon, sect. 25, that " he did not manage the affairs of the city with the ntniost 
prudence." 

« Letter 1,057. 

* Libanius, On the Temple of the Daphnean Apollo. 

* . . , Eo ritu quo Alhenienses insulam purgaoerant Delon (Amm. Marcellinus, zxli. 12). 
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opportunity to display their numerical strength and an occasion 
of conflicts; accordingly, a decree prohibited funerals by day.^ 
His policy was much better than his philosophy; the latter had 
led him to say with lamblichus : " It is not fitting to deal with 
those who deny the gods as one deals with men ; we should strike 
them down like wild beasts." The experience of the ruler had 
mitigated the violence of the sectary; changes for the better, of 
a nature like these, are not without parallel in all ages. 

Meantime he loaded Antioch with favors, — a remission of all 
arrearages of taxation ; a diminution of one fifth in the assess- 
ment ; a distribution among the poor citizens of three thousand lots 
of land (doubtless the common lands, by which the rich alone had 
hitherto profited) ; an increase of the senate by the addition of two 
hundred new curiales, so that municipal burdens, divided among a 
larger number, would be less heavy to each individual.* To remove 
the danger of a threatened famine, he obtained great quantities 
of corn from Egypt; and to restore order in the city's finances, 
he placed honest and capable men in charge of them. But in the 
hope of keeping down the ever-increasing prices of commodities, 
and what he calls the insatiable cupidity of proprietors, he fixed 
a maximum^ — a bad measure, which interfered with the custom- 
ary provisioning of the city, rendered food scarce, and raised the 
popular displeasure to the greatest height.^ In this sensual and 
frivolous city, whose real religion was pleasure, all, pagans and 
Christians, were about upon a level ; all blamed the Emperor for 
the severity of the seasons. He had already offended them by 
his contempt for their favorite amusements, the circus and the 
theatre, by his affectation of coarse attire, his scrupulous piety, 
and, most of all, the austerity of his life. Soon he became an 
object of ridicule; he was called a bear, a hairy ape, and, in 

* . . . Per cfmfertam populi Jrequentiam et per maTntnam inmtentium densitatem (Codex 
Theod. ix. 1 7, 5). The pretext given is not the same which we suggest ; but the date of the 
decree (Feb. 12, 363) shows that the idea was connected with the public demonstration in the 
case of Babylas. The prohibition of funerals by day was a return to the custom of early days 
(Servius, Ad A en, XL 103), which had always prevailed in the case of the poor (Festns, 
8. V. Ve$pae; Suetonius, Dom. 17). 

' Codex Theod, xii. i. 53. He had done this same thing at Constantinople {Letter 11), 
and in the case of arrearages in Thrace and Africa {Misopogon and Letter 47). 

* Julian, Misop. 13, 25, 28, 89. Antioch had distributions of << perpetual bread." 
Malalas, xiL S89. 
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alluaion to his numerous sacrifices, a victim-killer.' For insult* 
less than these, Licinius, it is said, caused two thousand inhabi- 
tants of Antioch to be put to death ; Julian avenged himself by 




BROKZB LAMP.' 



a satire. But an Emperor should never take revenge, even in a 
way like this. 

The Misopogon, or "The Enemy of the Beard,"' of which the 
idea is ingenious, would be a charming production had it not a 
tiresome length, showing that Julian did not take time to be brief. 



* H« merited this Appellation by the number of victuns which he lacrificed. See Anun 
Msrcellinug, xxii. IS sad H. He shared in the processions, surroQoded by devotees, tlipalMi 
mulierculis (_id. ib.), — words which Gregory Nazianzen (Due. upon Saial BahgUa, 14). w 
might have been expected, traDslaleB aa meaning women of immoral live*. 

■ Bronze tamp found at Paris in 18(i3 in a sort of coluiubarium. This lamp \-w\it^ 
perhapK is not really an antique) is now in the British Museum; but ft repiodoctitn <' it 
may be seen in the Mni^ CaroaTalet. 

* Written in Joouary or February 363. 
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He wrote rapidly, and boasts of this, — a twofold conceit, whicli 
hindered him from writing well. " Archilochus and Alcaeus," he 
says, "alleviated the weight of their cares by railing at their 
enemies. The law, however, forbids me, as well as every one else, 
to reproach any one by name, even 
among those who, since I have in 
no respect injured them, are un- 
justly the aggressors. . . . But no 
law forbids my writing a panegyric 
or a satire upon myself, — though 
if I were desirous of praising my- 
self I could not; but blame I can, 
in many cases. And first I will 
begin wi th my face. To this, formed 
by Nature not over beautiful, grace- 
ful, or becoming, my own perveiv 
sity has added this long beard, — 
to punish it, as it were, for not 
being handsome. . . . Furthermore, 
my hair is rough and seldom 
combed, my nails are xmpared, and 
my fingers are usually black with 
ink. . . . Not satisfied with such 
an uncomely person, I lead a very 
rigid life. I absent myself from 
the theatre through mere stupid- 
ity, nor do I allow a play at court, 
sucli a dolt am I, except on the 
kalends of the year, — when I re- 
semble a poor farmer bringing his rent or taxes to a rapacioua 
landlord ; and when I am there, I seem as solemn as at a sac- 
rifice. ... To add something further. I have always hated horse- 
races as much as a debtor hates the forum. ... As to domestic 
afEairs, sleepless nights on straw, and food less than enough 
give a severity to my manners totally repugnant to a luxurious 
city, ... — a city in which there are many dancers, many 

' StattM found at Paria (Lnteiia) in 1883, in tte Bne dea FoM^s-Saint-Jftcquet (MuNum 
of CIttny). 
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pipers, more players than citizens, and no respect for rulers. . . . 
All these are handsome, smooth, and beardless; all, both young 
and old, imitate the pleasures of the Phaeacians, and prefer lux- 
ury and revelry to what is just and right. ' Do you think, 
Julian,' you say to me, ' that your rusticity, savageness, and 
moroseness are agreeable to us? Is your soul so foolish that 
you think it requires the ornaments and trappings of wisdom? 
First tell us, for we know not, what wisdom is. With the name 
only we are acquainted, but of its meaning we are ignorant. If 
it be that which you now practise, it consists in enforcing subo^ 
dination to the gods and the laws, in teaching equals to bear with 
equals, in observing moderation, in preventing the poor from being 
oppressed by the rich, and for these purposes stifling resentment, 
encountering enmity, anger, and reproaches, — in short, support- 
ing all these with firmness, without being provoked or giving 
way to passion, but keeping it as much as possible under due 
subjection. . . . K this be wisdom, you ruin yourself and would 
also. ruin us. The very name of servitude, either to the gods or 
the laws, disgusts us. Liberty is sweet in all things. . . . You 
say that you are not Lord {dominus\ and you cannot endure 
the name. You resent it so much that you have induced many 
to banish it from the empire as invidious; yet you oblige us to 
obey the magistrates and the laws. How much better would it 
be for us to call you Lord, and be allowed freedom in fact! 
mild in appearance, but in deeds most cruel ! how unmerciful 
it is to require moderation from the rich in the courts of justice, 
and to restrain the poor from slander! By abolishing the stage, 
the players, and the dancers, you have ruined our city, ... but 
we have succeeded by our scurrility, transfixing you with sarcasms 
as with arrows. If you are thus intimidated by our taunts, how 
will you be able to sustain the darts of the Persians ? ' " 

Julian then refers to the story that Seleucus, the founder of 
their city, resigned his wife, the beautiful Stratonice, to his son 
Antiochus, who was dying of a guilty passion for his young step- 
mother. " That his posterity should resemble, their founder," the 
Emperor says, " is not blamable ; for among men the manners of 
the descendants are likely to be similar to those of their ancestors. 
... I myself am descended from the Mysians, who are abso- 
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lutely inelegant, boorish, austere, uncivilized, and obstinately tenaci- 
ous of their opinions, — all which are people of lamentable rusticity. 
• . . Let me turn your resentment against ray governor, who when 
I was a boy inculcated those moral lessons. He is the cause of 
all your dislike to me, having fixed, or, as it were, carved upon 
my mind what I ought to shun. He exerted himself with the 
utmost earnestness, calling rusticity gravity, and stupidity tem- 
perance, saying that to resist the passions is fortitude, and 
that the gratification of them does not constitute happiness. He 
used to say to me : ^ Do not suffer yourself to be attracted to 
the theatre by the crowd of your companions, nor be enamoured 
of such entertainments. Do you wish to see a chariot-race? 
It is elegantly described in Homer; open the book and read. 
Do you hear of pantomime-dances ? Away with them ! The 
Phaeacian youths [whose dances are described in the Odyssey] are 
less effeminate. You have there the harper Phemius, and the 
singer Demodocus. His trees too are more delightful to the ear 
than ours to the eye ; and the woody island of Calypso, and the 
groves of Circe, and the garden of Alcinoiis, be assured you will 
see nothing more enchanting.' 

"Would you know the name and race of this governor? He 
was a Barbarian, a Scythian. ... At seven years of age I was 
intrusted to his care. From that time he persuaded me that this 
was the only right way; and as he himself would not know nor 
would suffer me to pursue any other, he has exposed me to your 
resentment. . . . Whatever manners I have formed, whether gentle 
or boorish, it is impossible for me to alter or unlearn. Habit 
is said to be second nature; to oppose it is wearisome: but to 
counteract the study of more than thirty years is extremely diffi- 
cult, especially when it has been imbibed so carefully." And he 
goes on at great length, turning into ridicule the effeminate and 
scandalous lives of the people of Antioch. 

Possessed with a mania for arguing and writing, Julian at times 
forgot that he was the ruler. At Lutetia he did well to relieve the 
tedium of the inactivity forced upon him by Constantius by giv- 
ing part of his time to study ; but an Emperor should not have his 
fingers always ink-stained. We are not pleased to find him, at Con- 
stantinople, writing treatises upon King-Sun and upon the Cynics ; 
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at Pessinus, an oration upon Cybele ; at Antiocb, the Misopogtm 
and a work against the Christians which was emplo^'ed by the 
infidels of the eighteenth century against the Bible and the di^mas 




of the Church ; and lastly, we know not where, the Caesars and 
quite a number of books now lost, which the Christians perhaps 
destroyed, as we know that they erased passages from those which 
remain to us. He says indeed that in this literary labor he 

' Triumphal march of King-Sun and of the Moon giving hght to tha world. Ivorj tab- 
lets of the fourth ceuturj used as a book-cover from the Library of Sens (Jules LabarUt 
Hi*/, des An* iniiuslritls, vol, i, pi. XV.). 
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employed his nights only. But if these works, always moral, but 
often confused, — with the exception of the last-named, which is 
the best, — were written by night, they must have been meditated 
by day ; and they give us reason to fear that in the idleness of the 
palace his mind — at once alert, satirical, and mystical — took 
pleasure in pointing sarcasms rather than in preparing decrees, 
and that public affairs were less attractive to him than were 
scrupulously performed devotions, Alexandrian reveries, or the 
investigation of the future in the entrails of sacrificed animals. 
He loves Plato, — a charming guide, though not always a safe one, 
— and Aristotle is to him the second column of the temple built 
by Hellenism to philosophy and pure religion ; ^ but the firm intel- 
lect of the Stagyrite at times displeases the imperial dreamer. 
"Aristotle," he says, "has made only feeble attempts to inquire as 
to what is beyond ; " ^ and this search is the sum of Julian's philoso- 
phy. His faith in oracles and omens is strong. After speaking of 
the miracle which signalized the entrance of Cybele into Rome, he 
adds; "Unbelievers may say that these are old women's stories; 
but as for me, I confide more willingly in the popular testimony 
than in these subtle minds which see nothing as it really is." * 
This credulity, good for a devotee, is to be regretted in a ruler; 
for it makes it impossible for him to take a clear view of sub- 
jects. Matters of that time, so singularly confused, needed the 
keen inspection of a statesman, and not the subtle meditations 
of an Emperor whom his friends called " the great philosopher " 

( (f>L\o(TO(f>(OTaTO^) .* 

Among the lost works of Julian, the most important is his Kara 
XpLo-TLavwu, a refutation of the Gospels. All the copies of it that 
could be found were destroyed by order of the Emperor Theodosius 
IT., and we have only a few extracts from the first three books 
which Saint Cyril preserves in his Reply. The principal historic 
interest attached to this work is that it doubtless suggested a 
design which made great stir in the world. The men of the Old 
Dispensation felt the bitterest hatred towards those of the New. 
This animosity of the Jews against the Christians gave the former 
importance in the eyes of Julian ; and to do them a favor which 
would at the same time prove the inanity of the Gospels, he pro- 

^ Julian, Letter 55. * C^fbele, 5. • Cybele^ 1. « Theodoret, iii 15. 
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posed to rebuild the temple at Jerusalem which had been condemned 
by Jesus.^ The work began, but a miracle brought it to a stop. 
Balls of fire coming out of the ground dispersed the workmen. 
Amm. Marcellinus relates this; but the old soldier, whom we must 
believe when he tells us what he himself has seen, is naively credu- 
lous on the subject of omens and portents. Asia Minor and Syria 
were about that time, as often happened, shaken by earthquakes, 
which twice within a few years destroyed Nicomedeia. Many citiea 
in Palestine, Libya, Sicily, and Greece suffered severely.^ Alexan- 
dria narrowly escaped destruction by a tidal wave, and for many 
years preserved the memory of it in an " earthquake festival." 
Did Mount Moriah also feel the shock of these subterranean forces ? 
It is possible. Shall we suppose that gases, formed by the decom- 
position of organic matter in recesses of the earth closed for cen- 
turies, took fire on contact with the oxygen of the air when the 
pickaxe of the laborer broke through the soil ? This is at least 
probable. The Christians, eager to assert a fulfilment of the Gos- 
pels' prophecy against the temple, were likely to have added to 
the natural phenomena circumstances of marvel, whose story, 
spreading rapidly, reached the historian. The expedition against 
the Persians and Julian's death preventing the resumption of the 
work, the malediction which Christ pronounced against the temple 
of Jehovah seemed to have been fulfilled. 



IV. The Persian War; Death of Julian.* 

Meanwhile Julian had not forgotten that the conqueror of 
the Franks and the Alemanni had the long-continued insults of 
the Persians to avenge, and to prevent their repetition by ove^ 

} The collections of Julian's works contain a letter to the Jews (No. 27) which has 
caused legitimate doubts to commentators. The idea of making Jerusalem his capital and 
of adoring the God of the Mosaic revelation, whom elsewhere he treats with such disdaiot 
and who is the absolute negation of his polytheism, could never have entered Julian's mind. 

^ Cf. Libanius, who speaks of many earthquakes in Palestine in the time of Julian, and 
Amm. Marcellinus, xxii. 13, xxiii. 1. Constantinople was also shaken, and Nicaea 'nearly 
destroyed, on the fourth of the nones of December. It is noteworthy that Saint Jerome 
makes no mention of a miracle. 

* Libanius, Letter 1,186, and Amm. Marcellinus, books xxiii., xziv., and xxv. 1-4. 
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throwing that warlike king who for a quarter of a century had 
made life so hard for the dwellers on the eastern frontier of the 
Empire. The West was now tranquil; Sallust kept watch over 
the Gallic provinces, and upon the Bhine and the Danube the 
Barbarians, who wore audacious only when the 
Emperor was effeminate, dared not stir. Fame 
had carried far the name of the young conqueror 
who had become the dreaded chief of the Roman 
world. All the nations bordering on the fron- 
tiers had sent hira embassies and presents. These 
had even come from India ; and the tribes of 
independent Mauretania had sought to be received into the Empire. 
As soon as the Emperor arrived in Constantinople, his courtiers 
proposed to him an expedition against the Goths. " I shall go," 
he said, " against more formidable enemies. Let the slave-traders 
deal with those men." Along the Danube Julian renewed the 
defensive policy of Diocletian ; in Thrace and on the river-banks 
he repaired all the fortresses, provisioned them amply, and sup- 
plied them with an abundance of weapons and clothing, and also 
secured to the soldiers their regular pay. " While this great 
monarch reigned," says Amm. Marcellinus, " not a Barbarian 
crossed the frontier." " 

During the winter of 362 the preparations for the Persian 
expedition were completed. Sixty thousand men were collected 
under the standards ; more than a thousand transport vessels, 
fifty fighting galleys, and many barges for constructing bridges, 
had been assembled upon the Euphrates. On the 4th of March 
Julian left Antioch ; but he did not leave behind him difh 
pleasure against the city, for he gave it for governor " a man 
of turbulent and fierce disposition, saying that he had indeed 
not deserved such a post, but that the Antiochans, being covet- 
ous and insolent, required such a governor." He set out on his 
journey accompanied by his habitiial travelling companions, — 
certain books of Plato, which fed his mind with lofty thoughts 
and refreshing poetry. "The spring has returned," he writes to 

' JditD in military coatome and crowned by a Victorjr. Rererw of a silver coin (ColieB, 
vol. vi. pL xl No. 4). 
• ixii. 7 and 9. 
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a friend ; " the trees are again covered with leaves, the swallows 
appear, and they invite the soldier out of his winter-quarters, and 
send us over the frontiers." And to another : " I have taken 
a well-shaded road, where there are many brooks and springs of 
water. At noon we halt, and repose under the tall plane-trees 
and cypresses, and I read the Pkaedrus, or some other of Plato's 
dialogues." ' 
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He had appointed a rendezvous at the city of Carrhae, situated 
on the farther side of the Euphrates, upon the road to Nisibis, 
thus leaving the enemy uncertain as to the direction which the 
Romans might intend to take : and here he divided his troops into 
two armies. Eighteen thousand * men under Procopius, his kinsman, 
marched due cast into Upper Mesopotamia, there to act upon the 



* r.ellfri' 69 and '4, 

» Amm. MarcfUinus (xxiii. 3) sayi 30,000; Libaoius (Leller 108), 80,000; 
12), 18,000; Magnus (Fragm. Uhl. Grecor. iv. 4), 18,000, — a more probable 
a ihis corps accompUsbed Dotblog. Zosimua (iv. 4) tmys expreuly that Proco[di 
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left bank of the Tigris, and thence march southward towards 
Ctesiphon ; and Arsaces, king of Armenia, received orders to join 
Procopius with his contingent. Julian, however, rejected the propo- 
sition of the Saracens, offering troops on condition that the former 
subsidies should be again paid them. " I have no gold,'* he said 
to them, '' I have only iron ; " and he sent them away.^ With his 
main army and the fleet, he himself sailed down the Euphrates.'' 
By way of the river he would come into a region not indeed 
the centre of the hostile kingdom, but through its agriculture 
the most fertile, and by its memories the most sacred, portion of 
Persia. 

In this expedition Julian displayed all his military virtues, — 
the vigilance of an old general, the courage of a soldier (even to 
killing enemies with his own hand), bravery kept in check by 
prudence until the last day, and a temperance which allowed no 
man to murmur when provisions became scarce. Every encounter 
turned to the advantage of the Romans ; the strongholds, battered 
down by powerful engines, were carried by assault or undermined. 
Great engineering works cleared and brought back water to the 
Naharmalcha, — a canal connecting the Euphrates with the Tigris, 
which the enemy had drained and filled with stones ; and thus the 
fleet, which carried the army's supplies, its engines, and its sick 
and wounded, enabled it to traverse a country otherwise impas- 
sable. The Tigris near Ctesiphon^ is a broad and rapid river, 
and its eastern shore was defended by the troops of the Surena. 

* Amm. Marcellinus, xxv. Q : . . . Ad similitudinem praeteriti temporis. 

^ Amm. Marcellinus indicates his route by the fortress of Davana upon the Bellas, 
Callinicus on the Kuphrates, and Circcsiuni at the confluence of the Chaboras and the 
Euphrates. Bovond this city began the Persian frontier, defended by stronjij posts, — Ziatha, 
Dura, Anatha (on an island in the river), Thihitha (also an island), Achaicala, Paraxmalcha, 
Diacira, Ozogardana (which still preserved a tribunal of the Emperor Trajan), Macepracta, 
Pirisabora (an island), and Maojxamalcha, where the Emperor himself narrowly escaped fall- 
ing into an ambush. At this ])oint the Roman anny was ninety stadia distant from Ctesiphon. 
I have followed Amm. Marcellinus in this list of names, of which Sievers (Stud ten zur 
(hsrhichte der rom. Kaiser, ])p. *239-2<)'i) has made a j)articular study. 

' . . . Ciritas situ i/)So inex/)ugnabllis dej)nidchat\ir (Amm. Marcellinus, xxiv. 7). — The 
engraving facing page 218 re])resents the Arch of Ctesiphon, which still stands. *• This 
enormous structure, made of large baked bricks, has a facade 298 feet in length, 115 feet 
high, in the centre of which opens an arch of the same height with the structure, and 85 feet 
wide. This arch, which dates from the earliest centuries of the Christian era, reproduces one 
of the characteristic types of the most ancient Persian architecture." (Note by M. Dieulafoj, 
Enginecr-in-Chief of Bridges and Highways.) 
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Against the judgment of all his oflicers, Julian ordered the army 
to cross the river. The passage was made with great gallantry ; 
the Persian army, put to flight, took shelter behind the walls of 
Ctesiphon. The city was extremely strong, and the arrival of 
Sapor for its relief was expected at any hour. The council of war 
was averse to a siege ; and •' this opinion," says Amra. MarcelUnus, 
"was the dictate of reason." Sieges in ancient times were often 
very much prolongeri : and tliis one, even if successful, would not 
have ended the war, and would certainly have cost much precious 




LEQIOKABY 



BARRELS (COLUMN OF TRAJAH). 



time. What advantage had Trajan or Severus obtained by enter- 
ing Ctesiphon ? And was it by sieges or by battles that Alexander 
made himself master of Asia ? The most fruitful of all the Per- 
sian provinces had just been ravaged with impunity ; the humilia- 
tion to Sapor wart great, but his army remained intact and his 
courage unimpaired. Only a battle could crush him, and permit the 
Emperor to terminate the expedition, not by a conquest, — of which 
he had never dreamed. — but by re-establishing upon the Persian 
throne Hormi.sdas. who had accompanied the Roman Emperor on 
tiiis expedition. This success Julian resolved to seek in the very 
heart of the hostile empire. Such had evidently been his plan from 
the iirst, fur lie had burned all flic strongholdw captured alnnj^ the 
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Euphrates. Had he intended to take the same road on his return, 
and thence enter Assyria, he would have retained these fortresses, 
and would have left garrisons in them to make himself secure. 
Envoys from Sapor having come with overtures of peace, Julian was 
confirmed in his idea that his adversary could not resist him in 
the open country, and he refused to enter upon a negotiation which, 
under the circumstances, could have had for him no important 
results. He resolved to return northward, in the hope of finding 
on this route a second victory of Arbela ; in this way also he would 
be approaching Procopius, who had orders to enter the valley of 
the Tigris, and so rejoin the Emperor. Greece and its history, 
always present to Julian's mind, showed him Xenophon, with his 
ten thousand Greeks, accomplishing after a defeat what he himself 
now, with a powerful army, undertook after a victory.* His march 
northward was not, therefore, a retreat ; he was still acting on the 
offensive, but with different means. The fleet became useless for 
a campaign in the open country, and his galleys and heavy trans- 
port-vessels could not have ascended the Tigris, whose current, even 
when swollen by the melting of the snows of Armenia, has many 
shallows which render its navigation upward impossible.^ Julian 
burned his vessels, after landing from them twenty thousiind men, 
soldiers or marines, which by so much increased his army; he 
kept for the crossing of the streamlets only twenty-two light skiffs, 
and these were carried on wagons after the army. Amm. Marcel- 
linus blames this course ; Eutropius, who made the campaign, 
does not seem to regret it ; Zosimus evidently approves it ; and 
the circumstances of time and place appear to justify Julian's 
decision.^ 

As soon as the march towards the north became apparent to 
the enemy, parties of Persian horsemen appeared on the wings 
and in the rear, without coming to any serious engagement. It 

* The younger Cyrus had, like Julian, descended the valley of the Eu[)hrate3 until 
within two or three days' march of Babylon. Xot to return along a route where all supplies 
had been exhausted, the Ten Thousand had retreated by way of the valley of the Tigris. 

* An accomplished engineer who has lately passed fourteen months in Persia. M. Dieulafoy, 
tells me that it is usual to descend the river on rafts, but that it is impossible to ascend it any 
farther than Bagdad, on account of the shoals that fill its channel. 

* 2k>8imu8, iii. 26. This author says, however (sect. 20), that later the army regretted 
the destruction of the vessels. Rut the soldiers forgot, as all historians appear to have for- 
gotten, that the fleet could not have ascended the Tigris. 
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being now the middle of summer, the sun had dried up the fields, 
and the Persians set fire here and there to the withered herbage, 
so that the army had to guard against two enemies, — the flames de- 
vouring the necessary forage, and the scouting parties of the Per- 
sian king. None of the attacks made by the latter succeeded,^ but 
one of them was fatal. Julian had just repulsed, near Tummara, a 
party of cataphracti, when word came to him of an attack at another 
point. Without stopping to put on his breast-plate, he snatched 
his shield and ran to the scene of danger. Two other attacks 
almost simultaneously threw the army into confusion, and Julian 
was seen wherever the danger was hottest. Suddenly a spear, 
flung at random, pierced his side. He sought to pull it out, but 
cut his hand severely with the double-edged point of the weapon ; 
and falling to the ground, was borne with speed to his tent. After a 
few minutes, being somewhat relieved, he called for his horse, desir- 
ing to encourage his troops once more by his presence. But he was 
weakened by loss of blood, and soon became aware that death was 
near; upon which he called for his friends and distributed among 
them his private property, at the same time addressing to them 
words of heroic resignation. Anatolius, the magister officiorunif 
had been killed only a few moments after the Emperor had received 
his fatal wound. Julian asked for him ; and receiving from Sallust* 
the reply that Anatolius was now happy, he understood that his 
friend was slain, and bitterly bewailed the other's death, though 
he had so proudly disregarded his own approaching fate. All who 
stood around the dying Emperor wept, seeing him thus torn from 
them in his youth ; but Julian reproved them, saying that they should 
not mourn for an Emperor about to be united to heaven and the 
stars. Then calling for his two philosophers,^ Maximus and Priscus, 
he talked with them concerning the immortal destinies of the 
soul. He had no need of their counsels, for he felt the most absolute 
certainty that he was about to ascend into heaven, to dwell forever 

' The mofit serious encounter took pince on the 22(1 of June near Maranx ; the Persians 
held their p^round but a moment, notwithstanding their archers, their elephants, and their 
cataphracti. 

^ This Sallust, praetorian prefect, is not Julian's old friend of the same name, for we 
learn from Amm. Marcellinus (xxiii. 5) that the Em|>eror received despatches from **">hBT>i 
the prefect of (lauK as he was descending the Euphrates. 

• Concerning these spiritual advisers, see Vol. VI. p. 869. 
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among the stars.^ During the conversation his breath became 
labored ; he called for water, drank it, and expired quietly about 
midnight. It was a philosopher's death. 

He had not completed the thirty-second year of his age, nor 
the twentieth month of his reign (June 26, 3G3) ; and before he 
had suffered the humiliation of a single reverse, he fell a victim 
to his own imprudent courage. If he had lived, there can be no 
doubt he would have brought his army home victorious,^ and 
certainly he never would have signed the treaty made by Jovian. 

Christian authors have called him ''the Apostate,'' — an unde- 
served reproach, for those about him had taken shameful advan- 
tage of his youth and his misfortunes to enroll him by force in 
the Christian ranks ; and they reckon him among the persecu- 
tors, — another great injustice, for he recommended and he always 
practised toleration towards all meu.^ The indirect war which he 
made upon Christianity is not unlike that which Constantine made 
upon paganism. If Christians perished, they perished as victims of 
popular tumults or condemned for acts which the law pronounced 
criminal, such as the destruction of temples, the breaking of conse- 
crated statues, refusal of obedience, or military mutiny. These acts 
were the inevitable consequence of the accession of a pagan Emperor, 
and the circumstances are to be blamed much more than Julian 
himself. But he must be held responsible for the moral persecution 
that he practised, and for his guilty toleration of pagan riots. This 
makes us severe towards the statesman who was a sectary, bending 
his fine intellect to an impossible, and consequently a dangerous, 
task, — one which would have been especially fatal to himself had he 
lived to pursue it many years. He went counter to the movement 
of the world, and so he failed ; nor could it be otherwise. But his- 
tory will love the man for his virtues, the general for his mili- 
tary qualities, this scholar by accident an Emperor, who had his 



* . . . Caelo siderihusque concUiatum. These are the Emperor's own words a few 
moments before his death (Amm. Marcellinus, xxv. 3). 

* An eye-witness, Eutropius, who was one of his officers in this campaign, says : 
Remeans victor, quum se inconsultius praeliis inserit (x. 8) ; and Zosinus (iii. 29) : ov irSpp<a rrjw 
IIfpiri)v riytfioviav diruXdas KaraaTrja-ai ecrxw^f* 

■ Eutropius : Religioim Christianac insectator, perinde tamen ut cruore ahstineret ; and Saint 
Jerome, in his Chronicle : Dlanda perseciUio fuit^ illicieiis, inagis quam imptUeru^ ad sacri- 
Jicanduitu 
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ideal of perfection. Dreamers of this kind are rare among mon- 
archa ; therefore we do honor to this one ! ' 

This early death appealed to the imagination of contemporaries. 
The pagans related how, the night before his death, as Julian lay 
sleepless in hi.s tent, lie saw pass silently before him, in an attitude 
of mourning, his head covered with a funeral veil, the Genius of the 
Empire, wlio had promised royalty at Lutetia, and now deserted 
him. It was a classic reminiscence of the apparition which an- 
nounced to the younger Brutus his approaching death. 

The Christians gave currency to another legend. Struck with 
the mortal blow, Julian looked augrily up into the sky, crying : 
" Thou hast conquered, Galilean ! " These words were never said, 
but there is truth in tlie idea : paganism had fought its last battle, 
bad lost it, and was destined to die of its defeat. 

> See the jHntniiC of Julian drunn by Amm. MarcellinuB (xxv. 4) : Vir profeelo 
heroieit connumtniudia ingeniia; i^aint Au<;u9tinc {Ue Cia. Dti, t. 21) wj'i of him; . . . 
egregia indole). 

* Divinities of paganism on an tn^raved stone, [iimiiihccl hy M. de Witt«. la tlie centre, 
the three divinities of the C;ipit<jl, Jupiter, Junu, and Minerva; at the right uid Mt, the 
DioBcuri ; around the edge, chit euvcn divinities which preside over the daya of tbe week. 
(See VoL Vll. p. 488.) 
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CHAPTER CVTTT. 

JOVIAN, VALENTHflAN I., AITO VALENS (363^8). 

I. — Jovian (363-364). 

THE news of Julian's death spread rejoicing among the Chris- 
tians. The pagan Libanius accuses them of suborning the 
assassin, which is absurd ; and a historian of the Church comes very 
near claiming for one of them the honor of being himself the 
murderer, which is disgraceful.^ Saint Gregory, more Scriptural, 
represents Julian as falling by the hand of an angel. His in- 
vectives against " the Apostate " begin and end with a sort of 
hymn which throbs with a fierce joy : " Ye people, hearken to 
my words, all ye who are to-day, and ye who shall be to-morrow; 
and may my voice reach the angelic choir who have made an end 
to the tyrant's life. ... He whom their hands have just now 
slain . . . was the crooked serpent, the apostate, the scourge of 
Israel and of the world. . . . Awake, ashes of the great Constan- 
tine ! If there be any consciousness in the grave, hear my voice ! 
Come also, ye noble athletes, defenders of the truth, who have 
been unjustly banished from your earthly country, I bid you to 
share in our rejoicing. ... thou who didst forbid us to speak, 
how art thou fallen into eternal silence ! " 

How much more worthy are the simple words of a Christian 
poet, who says : '' He was a very brave leader in battle, and a 
great law-maker. By his arms and his judgment he served the 
state well, but he did not serve religion. The worshipper of a 
thousand divinities, he had no faith in the true God ; yet he did 
honor to the state." ^ 

This death, which caused so much joy in the Church, was a 
disaster for the Empire ; discouragement seized upon the hearts 

^ Sozomenus, vi. 1. It was a revival of the old doctrine of tyrannicide. 
• Prudentius, Apotheosis^ 450-454. 
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of the soldiers, and insubordination broke out in the army, — a 
twofold presage of disaster. 

On the morning of the 27th of June a great council was held 
in the imperial tent. The officers who had served under Constanttus 
desired a man of their own party ; the Gallic nobles, Nevitta 
and Dagalaiphus, sought for a man from their ranks. The purple 
was offered to Sallust, the praetorian prefect, who excused himself 
as too old a man ; and the proposal was rejected — made perhaps by 
Amm. Marcellinus — to wait before proceeding to an election until 
the two armies of Julian and Procopius were united. While the 
chiefs deliberated, a few persons clamorously proclaimed Jovian. 
the chief officer of the guards.' He 
was a native of Pannonia, as all the 
Emperors had been for a centuiy, and 
was not yet thirty-three years of age. 
His father, count of the domestics, 
had made the son's way clear: and 

COIK OF JOVIAN.* lilt - . 1 

though the latter had only the amiable 
virtues, and was a man without brilliancy or talent, timid, gluttonous, 
addicted to wine and to women, he had rapidly risen to the higher 
grades. As he made public profession of the Christian faith, it 
was doubtless the Christian."* who had precipitated his election ; and 
the crowd, eager for a leader, applauded. The Gauls, deceived by 
the similarity of the names Julian and Jovian, at first believed that 
the acclamations saluted their Emperor restored to life. "But," says 
Amm. Marcellinus, " when the new Emperor, who was both taller 
and less upright, was seen, they perceived what had happened, 
and gave vent to tears and lamentations." 

With an able emperor the situation of the army would not 
have been dangerous. The Persians had lost heavily in the late 
engagement. Their two best generals had fallen, fifty satraps. 
or men of note, a vast number of soldiers, and nearly all their 
elephants.* But Julian's death had prevented the Romans from 

' Amm. ^larceUinitB caih liiin damnlirnrum ordinh primm, — a rank which made him 
very ronspicuous. Diocletian was comf> damesticorum at the time when he waa c l cctwl 
empcrur. 

" D. N. lOVIANVS. P. F. PERP. AVG. Diodemed head. On tbe nrOM, 
SECVKITAS UEI I'^'bLICAE. itome and Con.'taniinoiilo supporting a buckler. (Oold 

■ . . . Foedas luorum rlragtn el cUphanlos, quot nunquam rtx antt meminertU iidtrfteUI. 
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making the most of their victory, the enemy was near, provisions 
were scarce, and Procopius was a hundred miles distant.^ There 
was needed a resolute will to command, and a firm hand to secure 
obedience ; Jovian had neither. The soldiers clamored that the army 
must cross the Tigris as quickly as possible ; the gods became the 
accomplices of the soldiers' fears, or rather, they gave wise counsel : in 
the entrails of the sacrificed animals their priest found the presage 
that Jovian would be victorious if the army continued its march, 
but would ruin everything if he remained in the camp as he proposed,^ 
Did the new Emperor retain a certain respect for revelations obtained 
from sacrifices, or did he merely yield to the wishes of the army and 
the advice of experienced leaders ? This we know not ; but he gave 
the order to cross the river. Unfortunately the movement was 
badly performed ; two days were lost in constructing a bridge of boats 
which was immediately swept away by the current. 

Sapor, meanwhile, having been informed by a deserter, a personal 
enemy of Jovian, of the great disorder prevailing in the Roman army, 
and of the incapacity of the new leader, resolved to prevent the 
junction of the two Roman armies — which would have greatly 
increased the dangers of his situation — by an attempt to gain from 
negotiating, that which he dared not await as the result of a battle. 
He proposed peace, with the condition that the two Empires should 
resume the limits which each had had before the famous treaty 
of 297. This was for the Romans the loss of the five provinces on 
the other side of the Tigris and of the brave cities of Nisibis and 
Singara, the two outposts of Mesopotamia, and the abandonment 
of Armenia, whose useful alliance Rome had secured by four cen- 
turies of effort. Jovian was anxious in respect to the intentions of 
Procopius, for whom, it was believed, Julian had destined the Empire. 



3 



* Less than fortv leagues. Amm. Marcellinus, who since the burninj' of the fleet has taken 
gloomy views, exaggerates the difKcult situation of tlie army. As soon as they move away from 
C'tesiphon, he speaivs of a scarcity of provisions; but it docs not appear that the army lacked 
foo<l, for in the treaty with Sapor there was no stipulation that the Persians should furnish 
j»rovision9. His text has been altered, moreover, in this place. Zosimus, on the contrary, who 
.*ieems to write from a journal kept on the march, speaks (iii 27, 2H) of cities, numerous in 
tliis fertile region, where the Romans found Tf)o(f}qv a(f}3ovovj and in such (piantities that after 
taking all they needed, they destroyed the rest. The generals of Carus, after that Emperor's 
death, had led the army back by this same route, and without suffering from famine. 

^ Amm. Marcell., xxv. «;:... Jlostiis pro Joviano extisque inspectisj pronuntiatum est eum 
omnia perditurum, si intra vallum remansisset ut cogitabat, superiorem vero fore pro/ectum. 

■ Jovian well understood his own incapacity, and the treaty with Sapor increased his 

VOL. VIII. 1') 
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Persona! interest rendered him regardluss of the public welfare, and 
he accepted the shameful conditions of fciapor. The attempt has 
been made to excuse him by recalling Hadrian's relinquishment of 
the ephemeral concjuests of Trajan, Aurelian's abandonment of Dacia, 
and Diocletian's withdrawal of Roman troops from the desert of the 
Blemniyes; but tliose Emperors took, at their own instance and 
with entire freedom of action, these important measures to give the 
Empire more solid frontiers. The treaty of Jovian was nothing 
less than a capitulation, and Sapor so understood it: "It is your 





r TERRA-COTTA FROM TARSUS (MUHKDM OP THK LOUTBK). 

ransom " (pro redemptione), he said to this army which he had never 
once defeated. Vainly did the inhabitants of Nisibis offer alone to 
defend their city, wliicli had so cliecked the advance of the Persians ; 
they received the order to abandon it, under pain of death. Armenia, 
also sacrificed, was soon to lose several provinces ; her king. Arsaces, 
was to be carried into captivity ; and the great fortress which had 
protected Roman Asia remained in the power or under the influence 
of Romc'-s hereditary enemy. 

At Nisibis, Jovian put to dcatli his namesiike Jovian, the chief 
of the notarii, who had received Honiis votes for the Empire. 
Procopiua wa.s more dangerous; Jovian dared not strike him at the 
head of his army, but be took the command from him, giving him 
the duty of tran.iportin^ to Tarsus, at the foot of the Taurus, the 
l)ody of Julian, wlio liad wished to be buried — far away from Con- 
stuutiuc and CunsUintius — in a city wlicn^ psiganism still flourished, 
and wliere the Kmperor Masimin,' a violent enemy of Christianity, 

fears of ncving n rompetitor arito; QuotI magit rnfturhalur, »i caitti* novi quidam exmryrrtrnt" 
vi'pontti'iiiai . . . LTiimtneit aemulum poieMtiiis (Amm. Marcellinn*, xxv. B and 9). 

■ The toiiili was (lUccd outniilc the city, no tLe ruiul luadin); to the defilet of Hoont 
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had been interred. If we may believe the Bishop of Nazianzen, 
the earth shuddered at the contact of the Apostate's body, and 
cast out the sacrilegious dust. To the pagans Julian's tomb was 
a temple. They engraved upon it this epitaph : " Here lies Julian, 
killed beyond the Tigris, a good emperor, a brave soldier." ' The 
funeral being over, Procopius disappeared, and concealed himself 
from all eyes ; he reappeared in 365, clothed with the purple. 

Early in October Jovian arrived in Antioch, whose incorrigible 
population received him with sarcasms. Thence he went to Tar- 
sus, where he ordered some deco- 
rations for the tomb of Julian ; ' 
then crossed the Taurus ; and 
returning into Tyana in Cappa- 
docia, received there the depu- 
ties from Gaul. The soldiers 
had refused to believe that Ju- 
lian was dead, and an outbreak 
had cost the lives of two of the fraomekts or terba-cotta from xAaaca 

, ,, 1-, , (HDSKUM or TBI LOUVRE). 

envoys of the Emperor, one of 

whom was his fathei^in-law, Lucilianus.' But the general, Jovinus, 
had restored peace, and the deputation brought to the Emperor 
the oath of fidelity of the Gallic army. At Ancyra he assumed 
the consulship, taking as his colleague his infant son ; and a few 
days later he ended in Dadastana, a village of Bithynia, his feeble' 
and melancholy reign of seven months. He was found dead in 
his bed. After an abundant supper the preceding night, he had 
retired to rest in a room recently plastered, where, as a protec- 
tion against the dampness, a fire of charcoal had been lighted, the 
gases of which had asphyxiated him (Feb. 16, 364). 

We should mention to this Emperor's credit his moderation in 
religious matters. Although a Christian, he instigated no reaction 
against paganism, which, no longer held up by the Emperor's hand, 

Tanrui, and near th« River CTdatu, — jraiunmiu onmu et Uquidut (Anm. UaicelliBDi^ 

XXIT. 10). 

' ZosirouB, iii 34. 

* Amin. MarcellinnR, kx*. 10. 

* The third envoy, Vatentinian, escaped death only bj prompt flight. Jofian had 
appointed Malaric, the Prank, commander of the forces in Gaul, bnt the latter had refnaed 
the office (Amm. Marcelltnus, xxv. 8 and 10). 
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sank never more to rise. Jovian restored to the Church the privi- 
leges which Constantine had granted it, reducing, however, by 
two thirds the annona granted to the clergy ; and he recalled 
Athanasius, the great champion of Orthodoxy, who, with his ha- 
bitual independence, had returned to Alexandria without 
waiting to receive the imperial letter. But the Emperor 
took no interest in the theological disputes which had 
seemed so important to Constantine, Constantius, and 
Julian. Themistius, who had the courage to remain the 
official orator of the new Emperor, after having served 
his two predecessors in that capacity, said to him these just and 
noble words : " God, who has put the religious sentiment in the 
hearts of men, is willing to be worshipped in the way which each 
man prefers. The right of going to him as a man pleases cannot 
be destroyed by confiscations, tortures, or death. From the lacer- 
ated body the soul escapes, and carries with it a free conscience." 
Jovian promulgated a general law of toleration; that is to say, of 
liberty to all forms of worship.^ The spirit of the edict of Milan, 
lost for half a century, reappeared; an Emperor of very ordinary 
intellect had found, in the simplicity of his heart, a truth which 
greater men had failed to recognize. 



n. — Valentinian (367-376). 

While the body of Jovian was on its way to Constantinople, 
to be buried near the two Emperors whose vicinity Julian had 
shunned, the army marched towards Nicaea, where the civil and 
military leaders were endeavoring to give the Empire a new 
master. Sallust again refused the purple for himself and for his 

^ Coin of Jovian, with Uie figure of Isis Faria, and the legend VOTA PVBLICA. AmoDg 
the coins of Jovian there are some which, with the legend VOTA PVBLICA, have the tune 
types with those of some of Julian's coins, — Isis suckling Ilorus, Isis and AnuloB, or Ann- 
bis alone, Harpocrates, etc. It is evident that Jovian 's Christianity was not of an micoiiK 
promising type. We have already mentioned the pagan sacrifices offered on his electioQ 
(p. 225). 

^ This law is not in the Code^ and could not have been inserted there by the jnrisoonitilts 
of Justinian ; but Themistius, in his Fifth Discourse ^ from which we have quoted the wofdi 
given in the text, attests its existence in a manner which admits of no doubt. 
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8on; "I am too old," he said, "and he is too young." After 
long but peaceable discussion, the choice fell upon Valentinian, 
tribune of the second company of the scutariij or imperial guards.* 
On the 26th of February, 364, the army was collected in a great 
plain, and Valentinian, ascending a tribune which had been built 
in the middle, was unanimously proclaimed Emperor, was invested 
with the imperial robe, and crowned. He then began to harangue 
the multitude in a premeditated speech, but was interrupted by 
a great clamor of the troops. Having probably been persuaded 
in advance by those for whose interest it was to have two courts, 
two sets of officers, and two donativay the soldiery demanded a 
second Emperor; and the welfare of the Empire justified their de- 
mand. This division of power was indeed so necessary that, with 
one exception, for eighty years every Emperor had been forced 
to adopt it. Julian only, by reason of his military fame, which 
held the Barbarians in check, had been able during his reign — 
which was, moreover, so short — to dispense with a colleague at 
Milan or at Treves. His friend the prefect Sallust watched over 
Gaul, and Gaul being well guarded, there was no disturbance in 
the West. His death, however, had shown the peril of leaving the 
succession uncertain, and the government exposed to an accident 
of war. 

Valentinian accepted very unwillingly the injunction, at once 
selfish and patriotic, of the army; he promised to proceed to the 
decision as soon as he had maturely reflected. "0 excellent Em- 
peror," said Dagalaiphus, the master of the cavalry, to him, "if 
you love your own kindred, you have a brother; if you love the 
state, then seek the fittest man." Valentinian did not seek; his 
choice was made, but he did not declare it until the 28th of 
March at Constantinople, when he presented to the army his 
brother Valens, six or seven years his junior, and likely to prove 
a docile colleague. He had ended his first address to the troops 
with a promise of the customary gifts,* and the appointment of 

^ He was bom in 321 at Cibalis, in Pannonia. The scutarii and the proteetores had, like 
the body-guard of the early kings of France, the rank of officers. At the time of the distur- 
bances in Africa caused by the negligence of the governor, Romanus, Valentinian sent a 
notarius for civil affairs, and a sctUarius and a protector for military affairs, to re-estab- 
lish order. The tribuneship of the scutarii was therefore a high rank. 

* ... 06 nuncupationem augustam debita protinus accepturi (Amm. Marcellinus, zxvi. 2). 
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Valens doubtless caused a second donativum. The Roman citizens 
took part in the elections of Emperors only by furnishing the gold 
which these elections cost. 

The Emperors spent the spring and summer in establishing the 
two Empires; they divided the provinces, the army, and the civil 

and military administration. Valentinian took the 
West, — that is to say, the provinces where the 
Latin language was used ; Valens the Eastern, or 
Greek-speaking provinces. Milan was to be the 
residence of the one, Constantinople of the other. 
The two Empires communicated through the defiles 
BRONZE coiN.i of thc Hacmus (Balkans), which led from Dacia 

Aureliana into Thrace by the pass of Succi on 
the road to Naissus, and of Sardica at Philippopolis, and by that 
of Acontisma on the Egnatian Road through Macedon.* The 
common frontier therefore followed a part of the Haemus and 
the watershed of the Adriatic and the Aegaean. The Eastern 
Empire had only one praetorian prefect and three magistri mili- 
turn; the West had two prefects, one for Gaul, the other for 
lUyria, Italy, and Africa, and three generals-in-chief. Valens 
accompanied his brother as far as Sirmium, where they parted in 
July, 364, never to meet again. 

The Empire was irrevocably divided ; for the unity established 
by Theodosius lasted but three months. We shall accordingly 
divide its history from this time forward. 

Valentinian was a civilized Pannonian ; he knew very little 
Greek, but he could write Latin verses, and model figurines in 
clay, — harmless tastes, which made him neither a poet nor an 
artist. He had virtues more suited to his new position, and vices 
which make the historian hesitate how to rank him in the impe- 
rial series. A brave soldier, without barrack-faults, and a vigilant 
officer, he loved discipline in the army and order in the state, and 
he had the good sense sometimes to listen to the honest statements 

^ Coin of Sardica or Serdica. Triptolcmus, on a chariot drawn by dragons, the gift 
of Demeter, traverses the earth, diffusing everywhere a knowledge of agriculture. Legend : 

OYAniAC CEPAIKHC. 

^ The ruins of Sardica are to be seen near the great city Sophia, and Nalmt it now 
Nissa, or Nisch, on an affluent of the Morava. The Sticcorum angtuttiae corre ap ood to the 
Ssolu-Derbend, or the Demir-Kapi, and the Acontisma to the defile of Kavala. 
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of courageous subordinates. But he was irascible, violent, harsh even 
to cruelty; and the public misfortunes increased these natural ten- 
dencies, for he had to encounter three 
evils let loose upon the Empire, — in- 
surrections in the provinces, attacks 
upon the frontiers, and robbery every- 
where, from the magistrates in their of- 
fices to the brigands upon the highways.^ 
He expended little for himself ; but the 
expenses of the state were heavy, and 
a,3 he justly subordinated private inter- 
ests to the general security, he paid no 
attention to the extreme impoverish- 
ment of the provinces, and required the 
taxes to be rigorously levied.' Wlioever 
did not succeed in bringing in his full 
share, ran great risks; decurions and 

'lunmvirs suffered death for negligences "" 

or delays in this service. On one occasion, having for some slight 
offence ordered the execution of three of the magistrates in each of 




I Amm. MarcelliDus relates (xxviii. 2) that a brother-in-law of the Emperor was 
killed by bandits; and in the Cndex Theoil. ix. 30, 1-3, xv. 13, and Coittx Jasi. xi, 40, 
anno SS4, we find laws forblddittg subjects to keep weapons and horses without per- 
mission from the Emperor : Nulli, nobh iitsciii, quoiumliliel armorum nio'^eit'lorum copin 
Iribvalur. Laws such as these reveal a very sad conditioD of society, and they al;o 
explain why the provincials offered no resistance to the Barbarians. The evil was dee^i 
rooted, tor this legislation was ancient, a Lex Julia prohibiting the possession of weapons 
(Dig. xlviii. 6, 1). As to dishonest magistrates, we liave often mentioned them before. 
It may he added that in the one year 380 Tlieodosius issued nine laws against tliem 
(cf. Godefroy, in the Cii-lejr Theoil. vol. i. p. cviii), and that in his Letter 100, Saint 
Basil con^atulates himself that he has obtained what he hiid occasion to aaV. of the mag- 
Istraies, sometimes for nothing, more frequently at a reduced price ; but he regards these 
miracles of unselRsbness as expressly due to " the intervention of the lx>rd." Even in 
the Church, elections were bought; says Saint Atlianasius: "The Clmrcli becomes a 
place of traffic and a market." Gregory Nazianren speaks of bishops lovers of gold rather 
than of Christ, ^loXXov 0iXd;^uiroi, ^ (f)ii6xp"rroi, and quoting Isidore of I'elusium : "for- 
merly the flock stood in awe of the shepherd ; now the shepherd must reverence the 
dock" (Fialon, S. Athanaiir, p. 117). It was inevitable that prelates should be intriguers 
and worldly-minded, since the Church had become rich, and bishops were always at court 

' His legislative activity exhausted itself in the pre|mration of fiscal laws; a great 
number of his constitutions concern, either directly or indirectly, the levying of taxes in 
kind, set^ices due by corjiorations, the responsibihty of curiaUa, and the like. On his 
fiscal severities, see Zosimus, iv. ]6. 

* Valentini&n, with laurel-wreath and paludamenlum. Cameo No. 2S7 of the Cabinel ile 
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several cities, the prefect Florentinus asked him what should be done 
in case any one of the cities had not as many as three magistrates ; 
the Emperor replied : '' Let the execution of the sentence be delayed 
till the number is complete." ^ His very virtues became, by his un- 
governable character, formidable faults, and through love of the 
public good he became a tyrant. To the soldier who brings civil 
society to the strict standard of the military law, all difference be- 
tween a fault, a misdemeanor, and a crime disappears.' A page hold- 
ing a large hoimd which had been brought out for himting, let the 
animal loose before the appointed moment because it leaped up 
and bit him ; upon which the boy perished imder the rod. The 
master of a workshop brought the Emperor an offering, a breast- 
plate most exquisitely polished; but because there was less weight 
of steel than was usual, the man was ordered to execution. The 
master of the imperial stables having ventured to exchange a few 
horses, was stoned to death. A charioteer of the circus suffered 
some imprudent words to escape him, and perished at the stake. 
The governor of one province wished to change it for another. 
His request being brought to the Emperor, Valentinian replied 
roughly : " Let his head be changed instead." " And by this 
sentence," says Amm. Marcellinus, ^- a man of great eloquence 
perished only because, like many others, he wished for higher 
preferment. I fear," continues the historian, " lest I should appear 
to make a business of pointing out the vices of an Emperor 
who in other respects had many good qualities.* But this one 
circumstance may not be passed over in silence, — that he kept 
two ferocious she-bears, who were used to eat men ; and they 
had names. Golden Camel, and Innocence ; and these beasts he 
took such care of that he had their dens close to his bed-chamber, 
and appointed over them trusty keepers who were bound to take 

France: sardonyx of three layers, 35 millim. in height, 27 in width. It is not certain thai 
this cameo represents Valentinian. 

^ Amm. Marcellinus xxix. 3. 

^ Delictis supplicia grnndiora (Amm. Marcellinus, xxviii. 1). He does not sajr all; 
tlu» Code — an unexceptionable witness — gives other proofs of this severity. Bj the conitK 
tution of 371 (Coflcx Theod. ix. 3, 5) he who has a prisoner in charge and aUowahim to 
escape, incurs the penalty the prisoner would have suffered. 

' Amm. Marcellinus, who seems to have retired from the serrice after the dea& of 
Julian, might indeed be suspected of exaggeration, did not other testimony coinctda wHh 
his. 
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especial care that the odious fury of these monsters should never 
be checked. At last he had Innocence set free, after he had 
seen the burial of many corpses which she had torn to pieces, 
giving her the range of the forests as a reward for lier services." 
A sultan in our own time used often to be present at the dinner 
of his lions, and has been known to require a courtier to enter 
the cage. Doubtless Valentinian allowed himself this Oriental 
diversion. 

The servants imitated their master, — like that Leo, " by occupa- 
tion originally a brigand, as savage as a wild beast, and insatiable 
of human blood ; " or that Maximin, deputy-prefect of Rome, " like 
a serpent that glides underground," and on his tribunal " vocifer- 
ating, in a tone like the roar of a wild beast, that no one could 
ever be acquitted unless he chose," who, under pretext of magic and 
adultery, filled Rome with blood, caused senators to be put to death, 
and — a thing which seemed still more dreadful — put them first to 
the torture, in violation of their ancient rights in this respect. This 
executioner was called to court and made praetorian prefect, " where 
he was as cruel as ever, having, indeed, greater power of inflicting 
injury." Maximin had rivals,' who, like himself and the Emperor, 
were Christians, — whence we may conclude that conversion had 
changed the faith but not the characters of these men. But 
ahotdd we multiply these tales of murder, we should finally believe 
that there was nothing good in the reign of Valentinian. 

This formidable man was in certain phases of his goveminent 
wiser than Constantine or Julian. He did two great things, — he 
created a new office of much utility, that of the defensor dvitatis ; 
and he respected the religious liberty of his subjects. From the 
very earliest days of his reign he recognized full liberty to all cults,' 
and the acts attesting his own Christian convictions had no irritating 
results towards the pagans. He replaced the cross upon the IcAarum, 

* Read what Amm. Marcellinua eays of Count Rom3nu^ of Remigius, of UrsocioB, of 
PalladiuB, aod others, and what SyaesiuB relates of tliu <tri1 deeds of AndronicuB, governor 
of the Cyrenaica forty years later. 

' Testes aant leges a me in exordia imperii met datae, i/iithwi unicuique, quod animo imbibisset 
colertdi libtra faeutlas tribula est (Codex Theod. ix. Ifi. 9. nnnn .171). Only the Manichaeans 
and the Donatista were excluded from this general toleration. The former were Buspecte<l of 
disloyalty, and the latter created distDrbances in Africa. AmiD. Marcellinua says of Valentinian : 
Inter religumum divertilates mediiu tleltl, ntc quemquam inquielaril, neqve, ul hoc coleretw, 
imperavU out illud (xxx. 9). Socrates (iv. 29) Niy» tlic Eame. 
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prohibited the bringing of suita on Sunday against the Christiana, 
authorized those who were imprisoned to come out on Easter Day in 
order to attend church,' and formally recognized the spiritual juris- 
diction of the diocesan synods.' But he respected the old religion 
of Rome {concessam a majorihus religionem) ; he forbade confusing 
rites of the ancient cult, even divination, with magic, which 
remained a crime ; and he condemned nocturnal sacrifices. He even 
allowed the Greeks to celebrate their mysteries," and refused to 
interfere in the theological disputes of the Christian sects. *' This 
should be settled by the bishops," he said; "I am not their judge."* 
By this wise reserve he kept the 
priests at a distance, and allowed 
them to have no hold upon the 
government. He restrained the 
too forward zeal of Saint Mar- 
tin in destroying pagan sanctu- 

VALCNTINIAN I. nOLDING TUB LABARfM.' . i- i i • ,- 

aries ; he repudiated his first wife, 
Severa, in order to marry the Arian Justina ; and he had a priest 
beheaded who had concealed a proscribed person, — things not 
pleasing to the austere Christians, and the last of them an act 
of iniquity. In again depriving the pagan temples of the lauds 
which the Christians — or rather the hangers^in of the palace — 
had seized in the time of Constantius, and Julian had restored 
to their former possessors, the Emperor gave these estates to the 
public treasury, and not to the churches ; so that it was the state 
that finally profited by this twofold spoliation. He renewed the 
laws of Constantine which prohibited admission to .the clerical 
office of persons possessed of property, and adjudged to the pub- 
lic treasuiy donations and legacies made to ecclesiastics, consider- 
ing, as was later said by Valentinian HI., that it was enou^ for 

' Codex Throd. \\a. R, 1 ; ix, 38, 3-4. Thii permiuioii mu gruited onlj h> pcrMos 
imprEsoDcd For trivial olTcnce!>. 

» Cixhx Thfml. xvi. 2. 23 ; ct. tbid. xvi. 11, 1. The clergy (prejtptenuni) of tbe bbbofK 
ric formed the tlioccsan nvnod, over which the bixhop prcnidcd. The chapter of Um r^tha 
dral later took the place of the ilioccsnn fvnod an the usual council of tbe bishop. 

• Cotltz Tkeud. ix. 16, 7, and 9: Zositnus, iv. 3. 

* .Sozoraemm, vi. T; Ambrose, Epitl. 13. 

> D. N. VALENTINIAN VS. P. F. AVG., and the EiDperor with » diadm. On lU 
reverse, Valentinian laurelled, holding the labanim. (Stiver medallion.) 
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them to be rich in piety.' The pagan pontiffs of the provinces, 
on the contrary, received important privileges, and even the rank 
of count.' In restoring the right of giving instruction to those 
who united talent with integrity of life, thia annulling of the de- 
cree of Julian was useful to all, and did injury to none. The pro- 
hibition of intrusting to Christians the guardianship of a temple, 
and of condemning them to fight as gladiators, was in their case a 
measure of domestic discipline ; and it was no more an insult to 
the worshippers of the gods than, on the other hand, was it such 
to their adversaries that the pagan Symmachus should be appointed 
prefect of Rome, and the counts Rumoredus and Bauto, both pagans, 
commanders of the army. Certain soldiers take possession of a 
synagogue; the Emperor drives them out because it is not proper 
that they should make their quarters in a house of prayer,* And, 
lastly, we have explained that prosecutions against magic, which 
reappeared in this Emperor's reign, were the execution of old 
republican laws.* 

> ConstitutioD of the three Emperors, addressed in 370 to Pope Damasus {Codex Theod. 
xvi. 3, 20, and Vol. VIT. of this work, p. 509). Ry these laws Saint Ambrose, when he was 
raised to the episcopate, was obliged Jo relinquish his great wealth, of which he gave the life- 
ioterest to his brother and sister, and the property itself to his church. But fais brother died 
■hortlj- after, and hia sister embraced a religious life ; he therefore remained very rich while 
jret having obeyed the law, since as bishop he had at his disposal the wealth which persoDally 
be no longer possessed. It had been the intentioD of Constantine to impose poverty upon all 
the clergy; but in authorizing the Church to receive legacies, he prepared the wav for her 
immense ownership of land in the Middle Ages ; and we see by the case of Milan that 
this was beginning at the period of which we speak (Saint Ambrose, Homily 21, in I. Epitl. 
ad Cor., and Horn. Si and 37, /n Mallh.). Saint .lobn Chrysostom already speaks of the TMt 
wealth of the Church. Id respect to the clergy, Saint Ambrose sayd, in his Leller I H, anno 3S4 : 
" The legacy a Christian widow makes to the priests of the idols is valid ; that which she makei 
to the ministers of God is not so." The difference is easily e.iplained. The Christian clergy 
could attract to themselves legacies and donations by means which the pagan clergy had never 
possessed. The Emperors of the fourth and fifth <'enturies, seeing how rapidly the collective 
wealth of the churches increased, applied themselves with extreme tenacity to the task of 
preventing the clergy from the acquisition of personal fortunes. It would have been detrimental 
to the cities, from whose burdens the priests were completely exempted (see Vol. VIT. p. 508); 
and we have seen what solicitude the Emperors manifested tor that muncipal prosperity upon 
which depended the prompt and full payment of the taxes. But the law which decreed that 
the clergy should receive nothing, could be easily evaded, and Saint Jerome tells us that it 
was evaded by fraudulent trusts (ffieron. Optra, iv. 280). 

' A law of the year 371 grants under certain conditions to those who poesets the tacer 
dotium proEtnciae the privileges of the hotuirali, the dispensation from munera cieilia, and the 
right to obtain honorem ex comilibui; ijuem hi coniequi loleiU qui ^em ililiijenliamque euam in 
adminiatrandis rebus pvblicit approbarent (Codex Theod. xii. I, 75, and Godefroy*! < 
ad teg. iv. 451). 

* Codex Jvtl. i. 9, 4, • Cndi-x Thend. \x. 16, 1. 
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Valentinian carried so far his firm resolve to remain outside 
of all clerical disputes that he did not interpose, either in the 
noisy debate between the Arian bishop of Milan, Auxentius, "the 
minister of Satan," ^ and Saint Hilary of Poitiers, the Athanasius 
of the West, nor in the fierce rivalry of two bishops for the 
Roman see. 

The popular intervention in episcopal elections still continued.* 
Most frequently it was useful, as in the election of Ambrose, Syne- 
sius, and many others. Sometimes, however, it was violent, capri- 
cious, or brought forward unworthy candidates, ready to sign any 
confession of faith that might be required of them, "the ink 
making no spot upon the soul."* Gregory Nazianzen complains, 
in his Funeral Oration upon Saint Basil, that " grace is held to 
be conferred by the votes of an unreasoning crowd and a vile 
populace." Each community — Orthodox, Arian, or semi-Arian 
— appointing its leader, multiplied elections gave many bishops 
to a single city. Antioch had three at once, and Rome, in the 
presence of its popes, had a succession of Donatist and Luci- 
ferian bishops ; hence arose quarrels. " Damasus and Ursinus/' 
says Amm. Marcellinus,* " being both immoderately eager to obtain 
the bishopric, formed parties and carried on the conflict with 
great asperity, the partisans of each carrying their violence to 
actual battle, in which many men were wounded and killed; and 
as the prefect of the city was unable to put an end to it, or even 
to mitigate these disorders, he was at last by their violence com- 
pelled to withdraw to the suburbs. Ultimately, Damasus got the 
best of the strife by the strenuous efforts of his partisans. It is 
certain that on one day a hundred and thirty-seven dead bodies 
were found in the basilica of Sicininus,^ which is a Christian 



^ Satanae angelus, ve$t€Uor perditus, etc. (Hilary, Contra Auxentius^ paaim)* 

* See Syncsius, Letter 123. 

■ Grep;ory Nazianzen, Funeral Oration upon his Father. 

* xxvii. 3 ; also. Socrates, Hist. eccl. iv. 29. 

* This basilica is perhaps that of Santa Maria Maggiore. Pope Dammnis it aliiKMt 
like one of the literary popes of the fifteenth century. He employed Saint Jerome to 
make from the Hebrew text a Latin translation of the Scriptures to replace the faulty ver- 
sions that were in circulation, of which Saint .Jerome says {Prnefatio in Evangeiia a*i 
Damasum papam) : '* If any say that the Latin versions give authority, let him tell me which, 
for there are almost as many of them as there are copies." The work of Jerome it known 
to us ns the Vulgate. Damasus built churches and decorated them with paialiafi; hm 
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church ; and the populace, having been thus roused to a state of 
ferocity, were with great difficulty restored to order." And al- 
though the worthy chronicler was not perhaps familiar with this 
sentence of the Gospel, *'The Son of Man came not to be min- 
istered untOj but to minister/' ' he adds : '^ I do not deny, when I 
consider the ostentation that prevails at Rome, that those who 
desire such rank and power may be justified in laboring with all 
possible exertion and vehemence to obtain their wishes, since, after 
they have succeeded, they will be secure for the future, being 
enriched by offerings from matrons, riding in carriages, dressing 
splendidly, and feasting luxuriously, so tliat their entertainments 
surpass even royal banquets.^ And they might be really happy 
if, despising the multitude of the city, which they excite against 
themselves by their vices, they were to live in imitation of some 
of the priests in the provinces, whom the most rigid abstinence in 
eating and drinking, and plainness of apparel, and eyes always 
downcast, recommend to the eternal Deity and his true worship- 
pers as pure and sober-minded men." To put an end to this 

n»paired the Christian cemeteries (catacombs), and put metrical inscriptions on the tombs of 
the martyrs, some of which the Chevalier Rossi has collected or restored. 

^ Matt, XX. 25. 

* These words of Amm. Marcellinus, who resided for several years at Rome, are con- 
firmed by the saying of the pasjan Praetextatus to Po|)e Damasus, rc'|)orted by Saint Jerome 
(Letter 6, edit of Migne, i. 415, or Letter 24 of the edition of Erasmus): "Make ma 
bishop of Rome, and 1 will make myself a Christian." Elsewhere, in s|>eaking of the Roman 
clerjjy, he writes : *' I am ashamed to say it, but there are men who seek the priesthood and 
the diaconate in order to see women more freely (ut licentius mulieres videant), and rival 
in luxury the consuls, the governors, and generals of armies. They care only for their adorn- 
ment ; their hair is curled, their fingers glitter with the sparkle of diamonds. . . . They 
are like young bridegrooms rather than priests.*' Cf. Saint Jerome, Ju Mirhannn, 20, and 
Letter SAy to Eustochia ; Gregory Xazianzen, Disc, \\\n. ; Sulpicius Severus, Dial. i. : . . . 
Qui ante pedibiis aut asello ire cotisucnrafy sj>ujnaiife cqun inrthitur: Salvianus, Adrersxut 
Araritiam^ book i., wherein he shows the Church "enfeebled by her fecundity, diminished 
by her increase, and t^m.^i cirifjius minus vnlida** Saint Augustine {Letttr IIH) acknowledges 
Sihil esse in hoc tempore . . . Idetius, hominihus arrepfiihi/ius^ episrojii^ aut preshiperi^ aut 
diaconi officio^ si perfunrtnrie attpie adulaforie res afjatur : and Fleury {Mtrurs des Cfirifiens^ 
chap. 4S) adds: "Nothing is more common in the fourth and fifth centuries than super- 
scriptions like these : To the Lord, the very holy, very j)i()us, and venerable X., bishop." It was 
a matter of common custom to kneel before the prelate an»l kiss his feet. It was to (io<r!i 
representative, certainly, that these acts of homage witc a<l<lressed: but can it Ihj doubted that 
the man thus honored conceived a pride which reacted uj)on his public conduct, and inspinnl 
him with a spirit of domination ? Recidisse Jam sarerdofii difjnitatem ad rerjnandi cupir»itatrm 
apparet^ ah humilitate ad superbiam^ says again a disciple of Saint John Chrysostom, Saint 
Isidore of Pelusium (Letters^ v. 21). By their social and political consequences these extrava- 
gances fall under the judgment of history. 
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domestic strife in the Church tliere were needed guards, the exe- 
cutioner, and death-penal ties. Ursinus, who liad been expelled from 




tlie city, returned thither, was again driven out, and the excitement 
(continued for several jears. It miglit have been promptly ended 

' ThU moMiir, wlikh ih of lln- llftL cintim- (|Kmtirii-ai>- cif Sixlii.- til.), reprc»enU Joftiua 
imploring the (itttX iif I.<r.ii:l wliilv liis wjIiIiith. ilixl ns Itimian IcginnarJcp. arv figbli]i{[ before 
a fiirtifit'd cily. If ihc cncoimtpr of wliicli Anim. Marvulliiius iipcnks really took plare Id 
fanta Mnria Magglorc, it way unwiiw tu ret-al) tlic iiiL-niur.v of the >ad vccnrrence Iqr a woric 
of an liki! Ilii*. 
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had the Emperor taken energetic measures. But Valentinian, who 
often louud the laws not severe enough, in this case would not 
bring the imperial authority to bear. 

He was, however, extremely solicitous to maintain peace in the 
cities by introducing justice everywhere. He strove to suppress 
certain strange abuses which must have facilitated dishonest trans- 
actions, — for example, that a man should be at once advocate and 
judge in a given case ; or that a magistrate should render decision 
in private session in his own house ; and the Emperor ordained 
that decisions should be given in the open court-room, after a 
public hearing which any person might attend. The discisters of 
the times had interrupted at many points the old institution of 
provincial assemblies, or had caused it to fall into disuse. Valen- 
tinian re-established them, defined their powers, and authorized 
their deputies to employ the public post when they came to bring 
to the court the complaints of their constituents.^ His successors 
endeavored also to revive public life in the provinces ; Theodosius 
alone published five constitutions on this subject. The famous 
edict of Honorius, in 418, was, so to speak, a last appeal of the 
Emperor to subjects whom a bad government could defend neither 
from foreign foes nor domestic disasters. 

Valentinian still further manifested his solicitude for municipiil 
interests by creating in each city a new office, whose incumbent 
— defensor clritatts, also called 2)atrontis jjlcbis^ — had the duty of 
protecting the weak and of putting a stop to abuses by calling 
upon the praetorian prefect. He was to be, say the edicts, a father 
to the plebs, the defender of the innocent, the patron of the humble 
population of the city and the country. He was to protect them 
against the insolence of officials, the insults of the judges, over- 
charges in the matter of taxes, and exactions of every kind. 
The poor are his children {liherorum loco tueri debet) ; to secure 
his independence the Emperor decided that the defensor, whose 
office was of five years' duration,^ should be chosen outside of the 

1 Codex Theod. i. 61, 9, anno 3G4 ; ii. 10, 5 ; xii. 12, 3-6. 

« Ibid. xii. 12, laws 7, 9, 10, 13, and title i. law 148, 

■ In defensorihus . . . erit administratinnis haec furma et tempns quinquennii sptUii mrfirti- 
dum (^Codex Just. i. 55, 4). A constitution of Honorius requires the principals to serve fif- 
teen years {Codex Theod. xii. 1, 171, nuno 409. Cf. Savisrny. vol. i. sects. 20-21). The early 
rule was the annual election of municipal magistrates. The tendency to make each permancut 
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curia and the administration, among persons no longer in office, 
so that he should have neither colleagues to satisfy, nor superior 
officers to obey, with the exception only of the praetorian prefect, 
who could annul his election.* 

The new office was perhaps a reminiscence of very ancient 
functions. The protection of the weak reappears under various 
forms throughout the history of this people in other respects so 
severe. It was at first clientship which fed the poor of Rome ; 
later, under the Republic and the Early Empire, the patronage of 
the great which provided the poor with defenders of their cause in 
the Senate or in the presence of the Emperor; in the Antonine 
epoch it was the syndicus (a-w8t/co9, c/cSt/cos), whose existence is 
proved in many cities of Italy, Asia, and Africa. " If any man," 
says Hadrian, in a decree addressed to the Athenians, "has com- 
plaints to make to me or to the proconsul, let the people appoint 
a syndicus."^ This municipal advocate was neither the patronus 
of the early days nor the defensor of the later period ; but he 
represented the idea which had given the provincial assemblies 
the right to carry their complaints to the Emperor, and had lasted 
across the centuries with singular and honorable tenacity. 

The institution of the defensor civitatis was not to the credit 
of the imperial functionaries, whose misdeeds Amm. Marcellinus 
reports on every page ; and it must have been extremely displeasing 
to them, for this was an inspector whom Valentinian placed over 
the agent of the treasury, the assessor, and the judge "who loves 

in his employ is manifested in this duration of five and of fifteen years given hy Valentinian L 
and Ilonorius to the ofHces of defensor and principalis, 

^ Non ex decurionum seu ex cohortalium corpore, sed ex aliis idoneis personit huic officio 
depufentur {Codex Just. i. 56, 1-4). Their duties were to watch ut plehs omnis officiis patro" 
norum contra potentiam defendatur injuriis {Codex Theod, i. 11, 1, anno 864). It has been 
said that the two offices of defensor and duumvir could not have existed contemporaneously. 
Valentinian, who created the former in 364, mentions the latter in 872 {ibid, xii. 1, 77). 
The three great offices of the cities and colonies were those of the sacerdotales, flamines per^ 
petui, and duumviri {ibid. xii. 5, 2, anno 337). The rote of the defensoren became reij 
important; it was so especially after Justinian, who extended their jurisdiction — at firvt 
limited to suits not involving over fifty aurei — to cases where the amount in dispute was as 
much as three hundred solid i {Xov. Just. xv. 3, sect. 2. See, in the Codex Theod. L 29, in 
Ilaners edition, more complete than Godefroy's, the caption Defens. civit., and Godefinoy's 
commentary, i. 67 et seq.), 

* fttv d« fKKaktOTjrai nr ^ cfM rj rbv avBCirarov, ;(ccporovcir(0 <rv¥^ixo%ft 6 d^ftor (C /. t?.. 
No. 355). Cf. Pliny, Letters, x, passim. Alexander Severus also gave a defensor to the 
porations which he formed. See Vol. VII. p. 128. 
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to judge in darkness," but to whom tlie defensor would always 

have free access.' In investing a layman with this patronage 

of the poor, the Emperor perhaps 

proposed to withdraw from the 

Church's influence that plebs which 

had been her earliest conquest. 

If this was his policy, his suc- 

ceasora did not follow it. When 

Honorius, in 409, called all the valb^tinia., > 

clergy of the city to make the 

election, with the concurnmce of the nobles, he placed the new 

magistracy in dependence upon the bishops. 

All public officers were not extortioners or murderers, many of 
these as there are in the pages of Amm. Marcellinus. Praetextatua 
and Olybrius, both prefects of Rome, doubtless suggested the regu- 
lations which we read in two constitutions addressed to themselves. 
The first of these organized a medical service for the poor in the 
fourteen regiones of Rome ; " the second concerned the regulation 
of the schools in that city. It was required that students should 
be furnished with a permission from the magistrates of their province ; 
on their arrival they were obliged to register, in the office of the 
census, the name of their country and of their family, the studies 
they wished to pursue, and the address of their lodging in the 
city, so that it could be ascertained if they were doing well the 
work for which they professed to have come, and were leading a 
moral life, avoiding dangerous societies, and not too much occupied 
with festivals and games. Those guilty of misconduct were to be 
publicly beaten with rods, expelled from the city, and sent home to 
their province. Industrious .students might remain in Rome twenty 
years; but the idle should be at once sent away. Every month 
the urban prefect was to send the provincial magistrates a report 

' . ■ . Ingrediendi, cam volei, ail jaiUrem liberam habeas facultatem {Codex Juit. L 
95, 4). 

• D. N. VALENTINIANV8 P. F. AVd., and the bust of the Emperor wilh dia.li-m 
and paluilamenlum. Rome, helmeted, t^unled, looking to the rin;ht, holiling in tlie right liand 
k gkibe Burmounted by a Victory, anil in llic left a »pcar. point <loirniTanl!i. (I^rgc bronte.) 

■ Codez Theod. jtiii. 3, 8. The custom of necurins to tlic poor of the cities ('fnuiorlbux') 
the ssristance of a phyeician ilviv nnrOov tni <nryyp<'<t>')' "^^ ancient. (See Vol. ^'I. p. 1 1 2.) 
When one of the fourteen places became vacant, it was filled by a person whom the remainin<; 
thirtcea deiignated- 

VOL. viti. 16 
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concerning the students from their provinces, and each year to 
the Kmperor a special account of the most distinguished scliolars, 
that the latter might be able to select those of his subjects who 
were suited to the various public employments.' Regulations like 
these in respect to students would — with exception of the rods — 
be useful at the present day. 

We must now speak of Valentinian's great anxiety, — the defence 
of the Empire. On the death of Julian the Barbarians at once shook 
off the fear with which that Emperor 
had inspired them. "At this time" 
(the year 365), says Amm. Marcelli- 
nus, "the trumpet, as it were, gave 
signal for war throughout the whole 
Roman world, and the Barbarian tribes 
on our frontier began to make incur- 
sions on those territories which lay 
nearest to them. The Alemanni laid 
waste Gaul and Rhaetia at the same 
time. The Sarmatians and Quadi rav- 
aged Pannonia. The Picts, Scots, Sax- 
ons, and Atacotti harassed the Britons 
with incessant invasions ; the Austori- 
ani and other Moorish tribes attacked 
Africa with more than usual violence. Predatory bands of Gotha 
plundered Thrace ; the king of Persia poured troops into Arme- 
nia ; " and, finally, in the East, Procopius attempted to make a 
revolution. 

Valentinian left Valens to extricate himself as he best could. 
The lieutenant of the Western Empire in Ulyricuni did no more than 
prevent the revolt from extending into the West ; and the Emperor 




VALKirriNiAN 



' Ctuhz Thrinl. xiv. 0, 1. Saint Aiipmtine (Con/ vi, 8) ti%y» that (be kImmU of 
Rrnnc were much better rcipilateil than Xhaw of Carthage. See in the Thtodotian Catl* 
(\iv. !>, 3, nnno 42.^) the rcor«nnizatian al the school of Conittantino))1c. Ttwt tA Bonio 
wnK itnubtk'!<ii the object of a similar onlinanrr. For the xamc year th« Theotfo*ian Code 
(vi. 12) contains a law in respect to the Itoinan |irofc»sur!> who deserved the dignltj of 

' En^rravwl stone. rockHrystal, 2.') millim. by 20 ICabinet de Franrt, No. 2,107). 
Notwithstanilin;: tlie inwription. CX. POMI'EIVS MAGNVS on the setting, thii int^io 
f'^ much resembles the (,'"'<) medallions of Vitlentinian I. that hi. Cfakbouillct hu ito bedl^ 
liriQ in designating it u the likeness of this Kmperor. 
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himself in October, 305, left Milan to visit Lutctia, Reims, and Treves, 
the three great cities of NortliLTii (iaul, whoro lie passed ten years in 
defending and fortif}iug the frontiers. The great effort of Germany 
against the Empire was at that time made in the southwest, whither 
were attracted all tliose who sought iidventiire or booty. The 
Decumatian Lands (Baden and Wittenberg) ' had formerly been as a 




wedge driven by lionie into the centre of Germany ; the Black Forest 
was now a fortres.s whence the Barl)arians made incessant sorties 
against Ganl. The Alcnianni, itissatisfied because the presents sent 
them this year were less splendid than usual, hud rejected them 
with scorn, and souglit compensatimi in the pillage of the Rlienisli 
provinces. They were at first easily repulsed; but during the 
winter of 3CG they crossed the Uliine upon the ice and surprised 
the troops posted in the two German provinces, who in an engage- 



1 See aUo p|i. 103-1 
» See, Vol. VII. p. 1 



|i uf till' <k'fcn>{ivf lines nf ihe DecumatiaD l^nds. 
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ment which took place not far from Besan^on lost a standard 
and their leader, the Frank Charietto.' Valentinian deprived the 

Roman fugitives of 
their weapons, and 
threatened to sell 
them as slaves. 
They implored the 
Emperor to give 
them another trial ; 
and in the second 
campaign, which 
was ably conducted 
by the commander 
of the cavaliy, Jo- 
vinus,the Alemanni, 
who had come as 
far as Cbalons-sur- 
Marne, were de- 
feated. The battle 
lasted a whole sum- 
mer's day; sixthon- 
, sand dead and four 
thousand wounded 
on the side of the Barbarians, and twelve hundred dead and two 
hundred wounded of the Romans, covered the Catalaimic fields, 
where, later, a very different hecatomb was to be offered up. 
These numbers and the heat of the encounter show that the day 
of the definitive invasion was drawing near. The newa of this 
victory reached Liitetia just as the messengers arrived who brought 
to Valentinian the head of Procopius, — a frightful tribute sent 
by the Emperor of the East to his brother (367). 

At the battle of Chalons a king had been taken prisoner,' and the 




HOODNTIACDM, CASTELLUH, AND THE BRIUOE OVEB THK BHIKB. 



t (Amm. Mkrcelliniu, xxnL I). 
Balcobauduj had kn importuit 



' . . . CharieUo tunc per viramque Germonia 
Another Gaul, Dngalicf, or Dagalaijihua, was consu 
command at (he battio of Ch3lon»-sui^Manie. 

^ Large lead medallion of the time of Valentinian t., found in the S»One ; thii medalUon 
ihowB the fortifications which covered the two hanka of the Rhine at MAjence kad CmwI 
(_Cabinel de France). 

* Vithicabius, sod of that Vadomar who had a secret tuidentanding with rwittiwrin* to 
betray Julian (see p. 138, note 2). 
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soldiers hanged him ; Valentinian blamed them, but probably without 
much sincerity, for, shortly after, a traitor won over by Roman gold 
assassinated in Germany the principal instigator ^_^ 

of these incursions. But the Barbarians kept no 
account of their dead. They began almost im- 
mediately again to make raids into the provinces. 
Taking advantage of a Christian festival which 
had drawn the population away from the gates 
and the walls, they surprised Mayence and car- 
ried off a great number of captives. Valentinian 
resolved to retaliate upon these incessant pillagers the sufferings 




LARGE BRONZB.l 




that they had inflicted upon the Roman provinces. He crossed the 
Rhine and went fifty miles beyond it. burning houses and villages ; 



* Valentinian, restorer of the Kmpire 
Tictory upon a globe (C'olien, vol. vi. pi. x 



Tlie Emperor, standing, holds a, standard, and i 

i. No, 58). 
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the bravest of the Alemanni, who had posted themselves upon an 
elevated plateau, were reached and destroyed (368).^ After this blow 
struck in the heart of the enemy's country, Valentinian returned 
to Treves, where he made every endeavor to consolidate the lines of 
defence of the river and establish some outposts upon the right bank. 
A strong castle, built near the place where Mannheim now stands, 
commanded the entrance to the valley of the Neckar, one of the 
great roads by which the Romans went into the interior of Ale- 
mannia, and the Barbarians came down into Gaul (369). The 
Emperor took a further precaution : he prohibited marriage between 
Romans and Barbarians.^ But these had taken place everywhere 
throughout the Empire; and on both banks of the Rhine and of the 
Danube, and far into the interior of the frontier provinces, life w^as 
much the same, under either name. The law remained a dead let- 
ter, and the enemy continued to receive secret information from 
their countrymen in the Roman army of designs formed against 
them, or of advantageous movements which they themselves might 
make.^ 

Meantime the Alemanni remained formidable. Valentinian sought 
to turn upon them the Burgundians, their neighbors on the north- 
east (Thuringia), who had a feud with them on the subject of salt- 
mines claimed by both nations. The Emperor proposed to the 
latter to join with him in attacking the common enemy, — not that 
he really intended a joint campaign, but in the hope that, having 
instigated this war, he might then, like Tacitus, have the pleasure of 
witnessing a fierce encounter between two German nations. But 
when he saw eighty thousand Burgundians appear in arms to claim 
his assistance and promised subsidies, he was unwilling to place his 
small army at the side of auxiliaries so numerous, or to substitute 



* Amm. Manellinus, xxvii. 10, and Ausonius, Mosella, v. 421 et seq. The poet, tutor of 
Gratian, the p]niperor*s son, had accompanied liis pupil on this exi)edition; the place of action 
18 thouj^ht to liave been l)etween Kothwell and Kolhenburj];. Tlie Gentiles made the attack, 
and Amm. Marcellintis mentions the gallantry of the svutarius Natuspardo, whose name tells 
his orij;:in. A little later Valentinian appointed an Aleman king, Fraomar, tribune of a corps 
of his fellow-countrymen who served in the Uoman army. lie also gave military commands 
to Bitharid and Ilortar, two other Alemanni ; but the latter having had treasonable ocMrespon- 
dence with the Barbarians, was burned to death (Amm. Marcellinus, xxix. 4). 

2 Codex Throd. iii. 14, 1. 

* . . . Quae apud nos agehantur, cdiquotiens harharis prodidUse (Amm« Mwce Hln nt, 
xxviii. 5). 
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for the divided Aleiiicanni a people so united that they could bring 
into the field an army like this. Under various pretexts he retarded 
the concentration of his troops, and the angry Burgundians returned 
into their own country. The Alenianni, warned by the danger, which 
had been imminent, remained comparatively quiet until the close of 
Valentinian's reign. In 374 their king, Macrianus, made with the 
Emperor a treaty which held the Barbarian the ally of Rome until 
the last day of his life. 

In 370, Saxons, in their frail canoes of wicker, came up by the 
Belgian rivers into the interior of the province and destroyed the 
military corps which guarded it. A device, which the upright Amm. 
Marcellinus considered treacherous, caused their destruction. Those 
who did not fall under the sword or lance of the cataphracti were 
reserved for the amphitheatre ; and at Rome twenty-nine strangled 
themselves rather than serve for the amusement of the populace. 

In Britain the Picts, who cultivated the plains of Scotland, and 
the Scots, w^hose flocks ranged the hills, had always been troublesome 
neighbors to the Roman provinces. So long as a bold and vigilant 
commander kept watch from Eboracum upon their movements, men 
lived tranquilly on the south of Hadrian's Wall, the cities flourished, 
and the fields were fruitful, — we have seen that Julian obtained 
from Britain corn for his army. But if, remote from the master's 
eye, the governors yielded to the temptation of the times, rapacity, 
and the legions did not receive their pay duly ; if deserters from tlie 
army lived by pillage upon the highways, while Saxon or Prankish 
pirates ravaged the sea-coast, — it naturally resulted that the inhabi- 
tants lost their love for a government which required much and gave 
nothing. In the midst of this disorganization the audacity of the 
Barbarians increased. They scoured the whole country as far south 
as Kent, and did not fear to luatcli themselves against the regular 
troops. This condition of things had lasted, w^ith intervals of repose, 
since the great insurrection of Carausius, which laid open the 
island to the Pranks and Saxons. Constantius Chlorus and Constan- 
tine had restored order for a time ; but Constantine II. had been obliged 
to go over into Britain, and Julian had found it necessary to sc^nd 
troops thither. In 3G8 Valentinian received news at Treves, wh(»re 
he was residing in order to keep close w^atch upon the outposts of 
the Rhine, that the two Roman commanders in Britain had been 
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killed, and that the province was almost lost. He took enei^tic 
measures to recover it.' A skilful and faithful general, Theodosius, 
crossed the Straits with a force that enabled him to drive the Saxons 




MOSAIC FOUNT) AT WITHtNOTON, OLODCEBTERStllRB, EMOLAND.* 



into the sea, and the Scots into their mountains, and the Roman 
standards reappeared on the wall of the Picts (369). 

Tlioodosius, rewarded with the rank of commander of the cav- 
alry, became the useful lieutenant of Valentinian, who employed 
him in repressing a dangerous insurrection. 

I On this war. tee Amm. Marcelliniis, xxvii. 8 ; t do not ipemk of tba h y p w bol e* of 
Ctaudian, /n ///• et IV' eorwuhla Honnrii, nor of Ihe imnegyric of T 
* LvMm", Reliquiae Brilanniae Homarme, vol. ii. ji], xix. 
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The Barbarians of the South, like those of the North, had be- 
come aware that the great Roman Empire was sinking, slowly but 
continuously, under the weight of its constitutional defects and the 
blows delivered at so many points along its immense frontier. The 
Getuli ravaged and plundered as far as the very suburbs of the 
cities of Tripolitana ; Leptis had been besieged for a week ; and 
the ancient assembly in which the common interests of the province 
were discussed, sent deputies to the Emperor to complain of the in- 
difference of Romanus, the governor. The latter bribed the com- 
missioners, who were appointed to examine into his conduct, and 
five of the chief notables were put to death as calumniators (370). 
While the Getuli thus spread terror in the eastern part of the 
province of Africa, Firmus, the son of a powerful Mauretanian 
chief, being condemned to death by Romanus, incited an insurrec- 
tion among his people in order to escape from the threatened 
fate.^ Imperial functionaries, military chiefs, prefects, and tribunes, 
and soldiers recruited in the province, went over to his side; a 
tribune of the Constantinian infantry placed his gold collar around 
the Mauretanian's head by way of diadem, and he was proclaimed 
king. Julian had been crowned in the same way, but fortunately 
Firmus was not Julian. He took Icosium, the great city of Caes- 
area (Algiers), and burned it ; and for a moment believed him- 
self master of Roman Africa when he saw the native population 
and the Donatists rally around a chief of their own nation. But, 
unused to war, badly armed, without discipline or drill, the pro- 
vincials could not stand against regular troops well directed by 
an able soldier (372). Theodosius, sailing from Aries with a small 
force, landed at Igilgilis (Djidjelli) before his approach was re- 
ported. Employing the tactics of Marius against Jugurtha, lie 
pursued Firmus under the blazing sun of Africa into regions 
where it seemed impossible that troops drawn from the North of 
Gaul could endure the heat. With his little army of thirty-five 
hundred picked men, agile and well equipped, obtaining provi- 

^ Africa very early had latifuwlia. Pliny mentions enormous ones in the time of 
Nero. This system of ownership, combininj; with the tribiil system, covered Africa witli 
imperial or private domains as vast as the territory of cities; tliose, for example, of the 
Lollii, the Arrii, of Lusius Quietus, of Firmus and, later, of Gildo. There were always 
great chiefs in Africa, but under the Romans, flourishing cities balanced these principali- 
ties, 80 to speak. Cf. Bull, de corr. Afrlr. 1882, pp. 00-117 and 104. 
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sions from the silos of the natives or from depots judiciously pre- 
pared, he went everywhere, burning the viRages and destroying 
the harvests of which he had no need. He knew how to outwit 
liis unscrupulous enemy, and he made it his duty to learn the in- 
terior affairs of the tribes, so that he could reorganize under faith- 
ful chiefs those that were submissive. But, a (it lieutenant to the 
most severe of Roman Emperors, he waged war without mercy, and 
ruled without indulgence ; deserters, traitors, cowards who had fled 
during battle, employees who had been accomplices in the frauds 
of liomanus, perished under the axe or at the stake, after having 
been sul)jected to torture. Firmus, hunted down on every side, 
was about to suffer a fate like that of Jugurtha when given up by 
Bocchus ; but one night, his guards being asleep, the Mauretanian 
hanged himself. This suicide at least spared him the torture which 
the executioners of the time were very skilful in prolonging. 
Igmazen. king of the Isaflensos, with whom Firmus had sought 
shelter, placed his 1)0(1 y on a camel and carried it to Theodosius ; 
and thus the war ended. 

While this general was restoring one province to the Empire, 
his son, who was later the Emperor Theodosius, saved another. 
Valentinian was fortifying the Vnu) of the Danube as far as Dacia 
Aureliana,^ in the same way that he had made the left bank of 
the Rhine secure. Tie wished also to have an outpost in the 
coimtry of the Quadi, as he had estjiblished one on the Neckar in 
Alemannia. Gabinius, the king of the Quadi, came to make hum- 
ble remonstrances on this subji?ct to the duke of the province 
Valeria, who invited him and his attendants to a banquet, and 
murdered them. To avenge this treachery the Quadi and neigh- 
boring tribes crossed the Danube and invaded Roman territory, 
where they almost suc(jeeded in capturing the daughter of the 
Emperor Const antius, Flavia Constantia, whom the Church has 
canonized," and who, at that time betrothed to Gratian, son of 
Valenthiian, was on hcT way to be married. Two legions were 
defeat(»d by the Barbarians, and it became necessary to rebuild in 
all haste the walls of Sirmium. But the younger Theodosius, duke 

1 Cotlrj- Tf,n^L XV. i. i:j. 

^ For n'.'i^oii*' which it ii* needless to detail here, I believe this Constantia, wife of 
the very pious Kin|>eror (iratinn (.\mm. Marcellinu.s xxi. I.*)*, xxv. 7. ; xxix. 6), who died 
hrfore her husband, h avinjr liim nn children, to be the Saint (Vtnstantia of the Church. 
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of Moesia, defeated in several engagements the Sarmatae who had 
invaded his provinces, and obliged them to sue for peace. 

Valentinian sent into Pannonia a division of Gallic troops, 
whom he followed closely in person. Such was the life of a 
Roman Emperor at this time, — always upon the frontiers, sword 
in hand, to keep out the Barbarians who from contact with 
Rome had acquired some arts of peace and war, who had now 
better weapons and a more formidable system of tactics than tlie 
Empire possessed, and who could never he forgotten for a moment. 
Not long since, the stern and haughty ruler of the West had not 
disdained to cross the Rhine and treat almost on equal terms 
with a king of the Alemanni. Along the Danube he found once 
flourishing cities almost destroyed, and ancient fortresses little more 
than ruins. He crossed the river near Aquincum. All the Quadi 
who fell into his power, warriors and old men, women and chil- 
dren, were murdered ; the rest, from the mountains where they had 
taken refuge, looked down upon their villages in flames. Struck 
with fear, they sent envoys to beg for peace and oblivion of the 
past. The Emperor received them at Bregitio^ with great dis- 
pleasure ; he broke out against them in violent language, while 
speaking burst a blood-vessel in his lungs, and died the following 
night. This end, so characteristic of his life, should not, however, 
cause us to forget that, at least so far as the protection of the Empire 
and religious peace were concerned, he had filled his office well 
(Nov. 17, 375). 

He left two sons, Gratian, whose mother, Valeria Severa, he 
had repudiated, and Valentinian II., the son of his second wife, 
the Empress Justina. In 3G7, while very ill, he had conferred on 
Gratian, then eight years of age, the title of Augustus, without 
making the lad pass through the j)roliniinary grade of Caesar.^ 
After negotiations and intrigues which lasted six days, of which 
the details are unknown, but may be conjectured, the principal 
officers of the camp at Brcgitio gav(i the title of Augustus to 
Valentinian II. also, and assigned to him Illyria, Italy, and Africa. 

* A fortress on the Danube in Lower Pannonia ; the fifth cohort of the First Adju- 
trix had its quarters there. The ruins of Brcgitio are to be seen near Szony, eaj«t of 
Comom. 

* According to Idacius, Gratian was born April 18, 359; according to the Chnm, 
Paschale, May 28- 
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Gratian would doubtless recall his mother, who, returning to court, 
her heart embittered by seven years of insult, would reign as 
empress, while Justina would be reduced to the condition of a 
subject. The latter could only escape from the humiliation and 
dangers which threatened her, by having her own son raised to 
the same rank with the son of Valeria; and she was sure to 
find friends who would willingly be masters of a new court and 
a boy emperor. The most important of these persons, and the 
man who had most to do in the matter, Mellobaudes, commander- 
in-chief of the army of the Danube, was her kinsman.^ By this 
election the risk of civil war was hicurred, but the best troops of 
the army had accomi)anied Valentinian into Ulyria ; the elder 
Augustus accepted the younger fraternally, without jealousy of any 
kind, and there was rivalry neither between the two Empresses 
nor the two brothers. History sees at this period in the West 
only these two colorless figures of ephemeral Emperors, destined to 
vanish from the stage, one at the age of twenty, the other at 
twenty-four. 



m. — Valens (364-378).^ 

Valens was no more consulted than Gratian had been in the 
matter of the division of the Empire ; but the Eastern Emperor was 
too much occupied to dispute a title or a province with his nephews. 
His reign had begun with a revolt imperilling his throne. That 
Procopius of whom it was asserted that Julian had regarded him 
as a successor to the Empire, had remained concealed during Jovian's 
lifetime. A few months after the accession of the new Emperor 
he had emerged from his retreat, and with the aid of a few mutinous 
soldiers caused himself to be proclaimed emperor in Constantinople 
while Valens was absent in Asia (Sept. 28, 365). The latter was 

' Zosimus, iv. 1 7. Justina had accompanied her husband into IllTria, and was only a 
hundred miles distant from the ramp witli her son Valentinian and her brother Cerealis 
(Amm. Marceliinua xxx. 10). Besides her son, she had three daughters, one of whom 
married Theoilosius. 

2 He was born about 328, and was therefore thirty-six years of age at his accession. 
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not a person made to gain the popular favor. Small in stature, 
swarthy in complexion, having a cast in one eye, he liad none of 
those exterior advantages of grace or dignity which charm or impress 
the multitude ; and it very soon became apparent that he was cruel 
in disposition, and rude through lack of education,^ — he was even 
ignorant of the language spoken by his subjects. Hence Procopius 
not unnaturally believed that he was a sovereign easily to be over- 




thrown. Tlio friends of Julian had been deprived of tlieir offices, even 
the praetorian prefect, Sallust, who liad refused tlic Empire. They 
were malcontents ready to encourage a revolt, and doubtless some of 
them aided Procopius in gathering an army. The sedition spread 
rapidly in Thrace and among the chief towns of Bithynia. But 
this chance Emperor was even more worthless than his rival. His 
enterprise met its ruin in Phrygia, almost without a battle, from 
the defection of one of his generals, an Aleman by birth, whom 
Valens had bought over. Procopius fled, accompanied by two of 



' Amm. AtarcelUniis, xxxi. H, 

' Cabinet of Vienriii. Arnolli, 

cxiv. 13, p. 52; ami Colion, vol. vi. 

and palwlamentum, the ri;;lil hand r 

between Valens and Vnlcnlinian II. 



II.; SUIiTmnn. ,!c, nnliten CnUni-t in WUn, pi. 
Xo. 10. First in I' I 111 li on : ValunJ, wiih iliadeoi 
Seronil meilallion: Valentininn I., nilh ninihu^ 
rre ptaniiin^, e.ich holilin^ a scejilre and lean- 



ing upon a bucLler. LoKcnd: PIKTAS DDI). NXX. AVIIVSTORVSI. Weight of Ihe 
medallion about 2 o7„, without the rim. On mcdaUions of great sue given u rewanU 
instead of muney, sec Vol. YII. p. Jll, note b. 
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his officers, who, to save their own lives, fell upon him and dragged 
him, bound with ropes, to the Emperor. Valena caused him to be 
beheaded (May 27, 366); and, doubly traitors, the two officers 
shared his fate. A kinsman of Procopius, Marcellus, an officer of 
the guard, attempted to continue the revolt for his own profit, but 
gained by it only a cruel death. 
Valens had been alarmed, and 
he was pitiless. " The execu- 
tioner and the rack and most 
cruel modes of torture now 
attacked men of every rank, 
class, or fortune, without dis- 
tinction. . . . For the Empe- 
ror was quick to inflict injury, always ready to listen to informers, 
admitting the most deadly accusations, and exulting unrestrain- 
edly in the diversity of the punishments devised. . . . Nor was 
any limit put to the cruelties which were inflicted, till both the 
Emperor and those about him were satiated with plunder and 
bloodshed."' 

In 374 magic and the stars gave Valens another competitor, 
Theodorus, one of the imperial secretaries,' who was made to be- 
lieve himself the designated Emperor. Amm. Marcellinus relates, 
from the deposition of the conspirators, how the god had been 
constrained to reveal the future. The method was simple, within the 
reach of any man, and for that very reason specially dangerous to 
those who for the moment were the masters. " We did construct, 
most noble judges," Hilarius said, " under most unhappy auspices, 
this unfortunate little tripod which you see, in the hkeness of that 
of Delphi, making it of laurel-twigs ; and having consecrated it 
with imprecations of mysterious verses, and with many decorations 
and repeated ceremonies in all proper order, we at last used it in the 
following manner : it was placed in the middle of a building carefully 
purified on all sides by Arabian perfumes ; and a plain round dish 

> D. N. PROCOPIVS p. F. AVG., and the diademed head of the Emperor. On the 
reveroc, RKPAKATIO FEF.. TEMP. The Emperor, Btanding, holding m ipMu- ud 
leaning upon a buckler. (Gold coin.) 

* . . . Quamdiu printipem el prozimot opum taXietta cepil et caedis (Amm. Marcellintu, 
tW,. 10). 

' . . . Sfcumlum inltr nolariot adeplofjam gradum (Amm. MsrcellinDi, xxix. 1). 
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was set upon it, made of different metals. On the rim of this dish 
the four and twenty letters of the alphabet were engraved with great 
skill, and at equal distances one from another. 

" Then a person clothed in linen garments and shod with slippers 
of linen, with a small linen cap upon his head, bearing in his hand 
sprigs of vervain, as a plant of good omen, propitiated the deity who 
presides over foreknowledge, and thus took his station by this dish, 
according to all the rules of the ceremony. Then over the tripod he 
balanced a ring which he held suspended by a flaxen thread of extreme 
fineness, which had 
also been consecrated 
with mystic ceremo- 
nies. And as this ring 
touched and bounded 
off from the different 
letters, which still 
preserved their dis- 
tances distinct, he 
made with these let- 
ters, in the order iti 
which he touched 
them, verses in the 
heroic metre, corre- 
sponding to the ques- 
tions which he had 
asked, the verwes be- 
ing also perfect in 
metre and rhythm, 
like the answers of 

the Pytliia which arc so renowned, or those given by the oracles 
of the Branchidae. 

"Then, when we asked who should succeed the present Emperor, 
after it was said th;it it would be a persun uf universal accomplish- 
ments, the ring sprang up and touched the letters ftEO ; it then 
added another letter, and one of the bystanders cried out that 
Theodorus was the person thus pointed out by the inevitable 
decrees of Fate. We asked no further questions concerning the 

• Reverse of tlie goM meiiallion ri'iiresenled, p. 2.'>9. 
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matter, for it seemed quite plain to us that he was the man who 
was intended." 

In all ages, whether those of the diviner's circle or of table- 
tipping, the broad space between wisdom and folly is quickly 
bridged by human stupidity. To-day we laugh at this idle credulity ; 
in the Roman Empire it cost men their lives. Denounced before 
he had done anything to aid Destiny in keeping her promise, Theo- 
dorus was beheaded, and, as usual, a great number of distinguished 
persons [honorati) perished with him. The war against magicians 
began again ; and as the philosophy of those times was only theurgy, 
the philosophers became victims of persecution. Maximus, the 
friend and spiritual director of Julian, was beheaded. Valens ordered 
a severe search to be made for books of magic, and even the army 
was employed in this service. The books discovered were burned, 
and their owners with them. Saint Chrysostom describes the alarm 
which he felt when, having picked up one day, on the banks of the 
Orontes, a book which had been prudently thrown into the river, he 
discovered that he had in his hand a treatise on magic. A soldier 
was near by, and the saint dared not in the man's presence either 
tear up the book or throw it away; he finally succeeded in hiding 
it under his mantle without attracting observation, and he con- 
sidered himself saved from a great peril.^ 

In the religious question, Valens followed the policy of Con- 
stantius. Orthodoxy made progress in the East ; Alexandria, where 
Athanasius still lived, and Caesarea in Cappadocia, which at this time 
had Saint Basil as bishop, were its principal centres. Several churches 
in Asia had united in sending their deputies to Rome to bring about 
an agreement between Eastern and Western Christendom.* 

This movement occasioned anxiety to Valens, and, to counteract 
it, he caused himself to be baptized by the Arian bishop of Constan- 
tinople. This public declaration of the sovereign's faith indicated 

* S<aint Chrysostom, Ilomihj 38, upon the Acts of the Apostles. 

* They had been furnislied with letters to Liberius, ** our brother and colleague." These 
letters were said to be addressed " hy the Orthodox bishops of Asia to you and the other 
bishops of Italy and the West." And Liberius replied : " Liberius, bishop of Italy, and all the 
bishops of the West, to our very dear brothers and colleajjues. . . . The bishop* of the East 
are now in harmony with the Orthodox bishops of the West." These letters, condemning the 
Council of Rimini, and establishing the Nicene Creed as the sole rule of faith, established 
" communion ; " that is to say, community of belief between the churches which interchanged 
them. This was a very ancient and useful custom. Cf. Socrates, iv. 12. 
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to all men connected with the court what their belief should be ; 
and the indication became plainer still when they saw sentences 
of exile begin again. The persecution this time had alternations 
of severity and of indecision which took from it the gloomy grcin- 
deur of the great struggles in matters of belief.^ It is a history 
which we have already related in the reign of Constantius, and 
we are reluctant to return to it. Mention also should be made 
of the disturbances in the churches, of competitions between the 
bishops, of elections obtained by bribery or by popular violence, of 
unworthy priests " who made merchandise of the Word of God," * 
and ordained for money. Saint Basil writes : " Will the bishops 
renounce their wickedness ? God only knows. . . . Here, all is full 
of grief.'* ^ He himself, in order to make sure of the revenues of 
his episcopal estate, — devoted, it is true, to the relief of the poor, 
— broke with Gregory Nazianzen a friendship of thirty years ; and 
the latter says : " It is now by intrigues that men attain the 
office of bishop/' * However much allowance we make for the 
exaggeration natural to fault-finders, there yet remains in these 
accusations so much truth that history has no right to conceal 
troubles which were one of the elements of the political situation,* 
and explain, without justifying, the violent acts of the Emperors. 
In respect to the religious policy of Valens, we shall mention two 
facts only, showing how, after transports of rage, he sank into 
feebleness and inaction, — the worst possible habit of mind for a 
ruler. Athanasius, driven out of Alexandria for the fifth time, 
was obliged to conceal himself for four months in a tomb; after 
inflicting this useless punishment on the brave old man, Valens 

* In respect to this persecution, see the fourth book of Socrates. A constitution 
(^Codex Theod. xii. 1, G3) calls the monks if/nari(ie sectatores^ and orders the Count of the 
East to restore them to their municipal senates, that they may bear the local burdens (munia), 
A law of 3G4 {ibid. ix. 16, 7) forbade nocturnal sacrifices. Upon the representations of Prae- 
textatus, prot'onsul of Achaia, Valens made exception in the case of the mysteries of Eleusis, 
which were celebrated by night (Zosimus, iv. 3). 

^ Kairrj\€vovT€s (Basil, Letter 103). 
» Letters 48, 53, and 57. 

* Gregory Xazianzen, i. 335. edit. Billy. 

* With his lofty soul and his tender heart for the poor, Basil had the malady of his 
time, — he was of an irascible temper. We find him at war with his uncle, with almost 
all the bishops of Pontus, and later we shall see what his conduct was towards the Pope, 
(iregory Nazianzen was equally hot-headed. These men had a most lofty ideal, and thejr 
gave way to recriminations all the more violent because they did not find this ideal realized 
in the men about them. 

VOL. VIII. 17 
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authorized him to return to his metropolitan church, where he 
found, in 373, by a tranquil end, that repose which in life ho 
had never known. Saint Basil, threatened with death in his 
archiepiscopal city of Caesarea, maintained his position against the 
praetorian prefect, and even against the Emperor ; and Valens, 
fearing an outbreak of the population, left them their bishop. 
With this Emperor all was petty, even wickedness. 

Themistius asserts that he reduced the taxes by one fourth.^ 
It would seem that certain fiscal reductions, probably temporary, 
were exaggerated by the official orator until they became, to an 
imagination over-excited by rhetoric, an abatement which an 
emperor of that time could not have made. 

Upon a body whence life is departing, swarm injurious insects, 
hastening the work of destruction. Africa, Italy, Gaul, and Britain 
had been ravaged by robbers as well as by the Barbarians; Pan- 
nonia and Dacia Aureliana had suffered from inroads of the Quadi 
and Sarmatae; and the Gothic tribes will shortly make a perma- 
nent lodgement in Thrace. The province of Asia was in no better 
condition, the Isaurians incessantly plundering the territory adja- 
cent to their mountains. Audacious brigands spread terror in 
Syria, the Saracens in Palestine and Phoenicia, the Blemmyes on 
the borders of Egypt. Saint Basil wrote, in 373, that from Cap- 
padocia to the shores of the Bosphorus the whole land was full of 
enemies ; Rome even was, so to speak, besieged by robbers, and 
Symmachus dared not leave the city to go to his estates in 
Campania. " It seemed as if the Furies were throwing everything 
into confusion," says Amm. Marcellinus. Against these unworthy 
enemies the army exhausted its remaining strength * 

With disorder like this at home, a foreign war was sure to be 
feebly carried on. Jovian had stipulated that the Armenian Arsaces, 
Julian's ally and, in some respects, his dependant, should be included 
in the treaty of 363 ; but had pledged himself not to assist Arsaces 

^ Themistius, Oration, 8. 

«... Adjumento miUtari marcente (xxxii. 9). Concerning: the valor of the Roman sol- 
diers of this time, sec Zosimus, iv. 40. In Amm. Marcellinus (xxx. 1) a legion takes flight 
before a small troop of Armenian cavalry, who, however, have done no more than show a 
determination to fight. Others refuse to quit the shelter of a fortress in order to drive away 
pillagers ; their commander only succeeds in persuading them to do this by rushing cot akMie 
against the enemy (Zosimus, iv. 40). 
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if any hostilities should break out between him and Persia. Thia 
was in effect to give up Armenia to the intrigues and the open 
attacks of Sapor. The intrigues began at once, and from the 
year 364 had been a cause of anxiety to Valens. But the Persian 
king hesitated to entangle his cavalry in the Armenian mountains ; 
he preferred intrigue, and was successful in it. Arsaces, invited 
to a festival, was seized, loaded with silver chains, and then put 
to death. It was not, however, so easy to obtain possession of the 
country. Sapor fol- 
lowed another meth- 
od : he invested two 
Armenian nobles, 
pledged to his inter- 
ests, with the govern- 
ment ; and the same 
thing was done in 
Iberia. Valens at- 
tempted to arrest the 
advance of Persia. 
He was not an im- 
petuous soldier, and 
Sapor — who had been 
on the throne for six- 
ty-three years — had 
exhausted his warlike 
ardor in innumerable 
campaigns. Accord- 
ingly, the two empires 

did not rush against each other with tremendous energy; it was 
more like two infirm old men who, from habit, strive feebly with 
each other. Count Trajan and Vadomar — once a king of the 
Alenianni, and now a Roman general — obtained some slight ad- 
vantage in 373 over a corps of tlie c'liemy ; this blow being struck 
somewhat softly, a truce suspended the inglorious hostilities. 
Later, in 380, the disturbances which followed the death of Sapor, 
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complicated with a war on the Eastern frontier, led the Persians 
to desire peace with Rome, and an ambassador came to seek it 
from Theodosius, bringing the Emperor rich presents, — silk stuffs, 
gems, Indian elephants, and other objects of value.^ 

The widow of Arsaces, daughter of that prefect Ablavius who 
had perished in the great Constantinian massacre of 337, had a 
son named Para. This young prince, sheltered in the territory of 
the Roman Empire, finally succeeded in recovering his ancestral 
kingdom, but was constrained to pursue the policy imposed upon 
the kings of Armenia by their situation : namely, to keep on 
good terms both with Persia and the Empire. Valens, feeling 
that the young king leaned too much to the Persian side, per- 
suaded him by kind messages to come to the imperial residence 
at Tarsus ; and when Para arrived, Valens made an attempt to 
keep him prisoner. Warned of his danger, the Armenian escaped. 
But with a confidence unusual in an Asiatic prince, he fell soon 
after into another snare by accepting an invitation from Count 
Trajan, the commander of the Roman forces in Armenia. The repast 
was sumptuous, and the music of lyres and lutes filled the hall, 
when suddenly a Barbarian soldier rushed in with a drawn sword, 
fell upon the young king, who fought bravely for his life, but 
perished under repeated blows (374).^ 

Valentinian had dealt thus with an Aleman chief, and the 
governor of Pannonia with the king of the Quadi. All these 
men, notwithstanding their Christian zeal,^ were unscrupulous, and 
the morality of the time had fallen very low. 

The war against the Goths prevented Valens from deriving 
any advantage from this crime, which proved profitable to the 
Persians only. 

The Germanic invasion, arrested by Julius Caesar, Augustus, 
and the Antonines, had in the third century been very near suc- 
ceeding. The brave Emperors who succeeded the Thirty Tyrants re- 
pulsed it, and for a century these Barbarians remained powerless. 

' Tliis embassy arrived in Constantinople in .384, sent by Sapor III., son of Sapor II. 
and successor of Ardoschir. He rei<];ned but four years, and was perhaps dethroned. 

2 Exquisitae cuppediae et aedes amplae nen^orum et articulato fiatUique sonitu rttuUartnt 
Jam vino incalescente (Amm. Marcellinus, xxx. 1). 

* The piety of this Count Trajan has been much extolled by the ecclesiastical writen of 
the time ; he was in correspondence with Saint Basil. 
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In the West the Alemanni and the Franks, enfeebled by niunerous 
attacks from the Romans, had also lost many of their soldiers, 
attracted into the Roman army or established as colonists in de- 
populated regions. On that side, therefore, invasion seemed unlikely, 
although the Empire had abandoned two important positions, giving 
up to the Alemanni the Decumatian lands, and to the Franks 
Toxandria. But nations coming from the North had accumulated 
in formidable masses behind the Danube and the Euxine. The 
most powerful of these, the Goths, ruled the country from the 
banks of the Don to Transylvania ; they were divided into the 
Ostrogoths, or dwellers in the steppe, on the east, and the Visi- 
goths, or dwellers in the woods, on the west, in the vast forests 
and rich plains which descend from the Carpathians to the Danube. 

Since their disastrous expedition in 270,^ and especially since 
Aurelian had abandoned to them Dacia, these warlike tribes had 
almost renounced their raids across the Danube and in Asia Minor. 
Their relations with the Empire, facilitated by their neighborhood 
and by the propagation of Christianity among them, had brought 
them out of barbarism without as yet really making them a civilized 
nation.^ They had furnished auxiliaries to Galerius for the Persian 
war, to Constantine against Licinius, and the Empire now kept in its 
pay, under the name of focdcrati^ a corps of forty thousand Goths, 
which the Emperors endeavored to keep always at its full number.^ 
Either from fidelity to treaties, or more probably from fear of 
the Empire, which since Claudius Gothicus had been almost con- 
tinually in strong hands, the Goths had turned their warlike ardor 

1 Vol. VII. p. 224. 

^ Ulfilas (311-381), who is considered the first bishop of the Goths, translated the whole 
Bible, with the exception of the bcM)ks of Kings, into the language of his people. This was 
the first time that the language was written. The evangelization of the Gothic nation, — 
which he actively carried forward, if indeed he did not begin it, — the translation of the Bible, 
and the invention of the letters necessary to represent the sounds of the language, testify 
that Ulfdas was a remarkable man. Philostorgius (ii. h) represents the bisho|) as the son of 
a Cappadocian captive carried off by the (ioths, an<l living among them. Fritigern, the 
principal chief of the Visigoths, seems to have been favorable to the Christians (Socrates, 
iv. 33) ; while his rival, Athanaric, was hostile to them and persecuted them. l'j>on the 
spread of Roman civilization among the Barbarians, see above, page 96, note 2. But 
we must reject the opinion that the mythology of the Germans predisj>oscd them to embrace 
Christianity. Odin and Thor have nothing in common with Jesus, and the delights of Val- 
halla (the endless banquets and battles) are completely opposed to the ascetic conception 
that the Christians formed both of the present and the future life. 

• Jordanes, History of the Goths, p. 21. 
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against their Barbarian neighbors, and the beginnings of culture 
received by them, together with a certain spirit of discipline which 
made the whole nation accept the sway of a single chief, secured to 
them continual successes. 

A great number of Scythian and Grermanic tribes yielded obe- 
dience to the Ostrogothic king Hermanric, of the venerated family 
of the Amalungs. The Visigoths, under their chief, Athanaric, 
extended from the Dniester to the middle of ancient Dacia. Some 
of their warriors profited by the confusion which followed the 
death of Julian and of his successor to ventiu^e into Thrace, and 
Procopius attracted three thousand of them into his service.^ On 
the refusal of Athanaric to make any reparation, Valens crossed 
the Danube twice, and ravaged the left bank ; and he even promised 
a reward for every head of a Goth brought to him (367-369). 
Wearied out by these incursions, which laid waste their fields, and 
by the war, which interrupted their commerce with the Empire, 
the Visigoths begged for peace. A treaty was made at an inter- 
view between Valens and Athanaric on boats anchored in the 
middle of the river, for the Goth, suspicious of treachery, had 
refused to cross to the right bank. He asserted that he had 
sworn to his father that he would never set foot on Roman soil. 
The Emperor continued his pension, but stopped that of the other 
chiefs, and authorized commerce, hitherto carried on all along the 
frontiers, only at two cities on the Danube.* " This was something 
new," says Themistius, "to see the Romans grant a peace, not 
buy it"« (369). 

For many years peace reigned along the Danube ; but great 
events were going on in the heart of Scythia. The plains of upper 
Asia, where whirlwinds of sand sometimes bury all the cultivated 
lands, fill up or divert the channels of rivers, and destroy cities, have 
also their whirlwinds of human beings,* which, gathering slowly, far 

^ This 18 the number stated by Amm. Marcellinus ; Zosimus (iv. 7) says ten thoaMncL 

^ AVe have seen Marcus Aurelius and Commodus make like conditions with the Matco* 
manni and Quadi, and Diocletian attempt to impose the same on Narses. This b a principle 
of policy. 

' The historian was present at the interview between Valens and Athanaric See his 
Oration X, 

^ . . . liuens ut turho montihn^ celsis (v\mm. Marcellinus, xxxi. 8). In the Uut Ciatury 
six hundred thousand Kalmucks left the banks of the Volcra and crossed half Aaiai retaning 
to the western provinces of China, whence they had originally come. 
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from view of the civilized world, sweep upon it at certain epochs to 
destroy it. The Huns were one of these devastating cyclones. They 
were unknown to the ancients, and later tradition represents them as 
bom in the desert, the children of demons and witches. They appear 
to have been of Mongol or Finnish origin; according to Amm. Marcel- 
linus, who very probably saw some of them, their appearance was 
repulsive. *' They are of great size, and short-legged," he says ; " so 
that you might fancy them two-legged beasts, or the stout figures 
which are hewn out roughly with an axe on the posts at the end of 
bridges. As soon as they are born, the cheeks of their infant children 
are deeply marked by an iron, in order that the usual vigor of their 
hair, instead of growing at the proper season, may be withered by the 
wrinkled scars. . . . They are so hardy that they require neither fire 
nor well-cooked food, but live on the roots of such herbs as they find 
in the fields, or on the half-raw flesh of any animal, which they merely 
warm by placing it under the saddles as they ride. They never 
shelter themselves under roofed houses, but avoid them as people 
ordinarily avoid sepulchres, as things not fitted for use. Nor is there 
to be found among them a cabin thatched with reed ; but they wander 
about, roaming over the mountains and the woods, and are accustomed 
from infancy to bear frost and himger and thirst. There is not a 
person in the whole nation who cannot remain on his horse day and 
night. On horseback they buy and sell, they take their food, and 
there they sleep. . . . When provoked, they fight ; and when they 
go into battle they form in a solid body and utter all kinds of terrific 
yells. ... In one respect you may pronounce them the most formi- 
dable of warriors ; for when at a distance they use missiles of various 
kinds tipped with sharpened bones instead of the usual points of 
javelins, but when they are at close quarters they fight with the 
sword, without any regard for their own safety ; and often while 
their antagonists are warding off their blows, they entangle them 
with twisted cords so that their hands are fettered. None of them 
plough, or even touch a plough-handle ; for they have no settled 
abode, but are homeless and lawless, perpetually wandering about 
with their wagons, in which they live, — in fact, the}' seem to be people 
always in flight. Their women live in these wagons, and there 
their children are born and reared. . . . They have no respect for 
any religion or superstition whatever, and they are immoderately 
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covetous of gold." These last words of the historian would be sur- 
prising, did we not know how, even in the nomad life of the desolate 
steppe, the Barbarian is always attracted by the glitter of the yellow 
metal. Concerning the Huns one thing is most clear, — that they 
loved to destroy ; and we read that Attila, their great chief a few 
years later than this time, was wont to boast that where his horse's 
hoofs had trodden, the grass never grew again. 

What may have been their primitive abode, and what cause 
determined their migration, we cannot with certainty say. It 
appears that about the time when the German and Scandinavian 
tribes moved southward, to draw nearer to the Roman world, the 
Asiatic hordes struck their tents and advanced westward towards 
the great prey which was to be the share of the bravest. With 
its ill-defended wealth, the Empire was an immense centre of 
attraction, drawing upon itself the Barbarians surrounding it. In 
the time of Valens the Hims crossed the Ural Mountains and the 
River Volga. Beyond this river and on the two slopes of the 
Caucasus dwelt the Alans. Many peoples have -taken 
the axe as a symbol of command, and even of divinity ; 
the god of the Alans was a sword driven into the ground. 
Their cavalry was formidable ; they scalped the conquered 
foe, and hung around their horses' necks the scalps of 
those whom they had slain. For them, to die of old age 
was disgraceful ; to fall in battle, a glorious fate. How- 
ROTAL OR ever, they were either conquered by the Huns, or formed 

SACRED AX^£ ^ 

an alliance with them to attack jointly the Ostrogothic 
kingdom, which presented a rich prey (375).' 

At the approach of this innumerable horde, Hermanric, notwith- 
standing his hundred and ten years (?), resolved to fight. But the 
tribes under the Ostrogothic sway showed much reluctance towards 
this formidable war. Two Roxalan chiefs, whose sister, Swanhilda, 
had been trodden to death by Hermanric's horse because her husband 
had refused to take up arms for him, attempted to kill the Ostrogothic 

* See p. 266, note 2. 

' . . . Ermenrichi late paterUes et uberes pagos (Amm. Marcellinus, xxxi. 8). The bulk of 
the Alan nation continued to inhabit the Caucasus. The Arab historian Ma90udi (tenth 
century) estimated that the Alans could bring three hundred thousand borttemen into the field. 
The number is not certain; but the fact is well known that the Alans were regarded as the 
best cavalry in the Byzantine armies. 
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king; others refused him obedience, and Ilernianrid, in donpair, i<:U 

upon his sword. His successor, Vithiniir, was di^l'i^atcid and k\[>A, 

This king left an infant sou, Viteric, who was protoct(jd hy t/Ao 

Gothic generals who had long served in the Konian army, Al;i?.{.«: .>. 

and Saphrax. While the larger part of the nation subniitt*:'! u, r.;..-: 

conquerors, these two generals made their escape with th': r/,y. 

and fled into the interior. Advancing westward, the Hurjr r.K*:ri 

encountered the Visigoths, whose king or cliief magistrate, \^\\'^xu?^:'/:. 

attempted to defend the passage of the Dniester. Th^r W .:.*.. 

however, crossed the river by night, and Athanaric, n;trr^v,Iy 

escaping capture, was compelled to fall back \y^n the iVurli. Wh 




BOTAL OR SACRED AXE.* 



made a stand on the right bank of this river, and it was h:.« p!;ir- ro 
make a line of defence along the Pruth from the C;trparKi;l.^- v, •;.> 
Danube, after the manner in which the Koman- liad -o fA\^::i y,:.-: 
but his discouraged people preferred to go. uiider tli^: corr;:;.;:.': .:' 
Fritigern, to beg shelter within the Empire. The hrive \\:.h,:.^: \ 
refused for himself this disgrar-e. or i* thhv be rli-^r he ']■-•: .rV:-; *.'.:; 
ho.spitality of Valens : and with a few fii'hf;] ^orr.r/ir.:,:.- :.-: v/,^ 
shelter in the ru;ig»rd iwAur/xUi^ whi'^.h -epar^V; rhe \\'^^,.k.^::. %.<:. 
from the plains of Hnni/rirv :;70 . 

When the bLshop Ulf.-a- arriv.-J j^r Cor.-*>.:.\;.'.;/ : •-. r.•:^; /...V: 
for the admission of L> :.■-.;.]■=: ir.v^ ■:.-: h/. ::.-:.:. :,;.%. ;.v-. '.'..■ 
saw only a once-drea-iei r.a:!'::. vrcv.-r. :!:.;:• V/ :..;:. - ,r,:,!^'i:/. ;.<;.:• 
and his flattered pride '.^uv-i :.!::. v. :.:::■:* ai] ;,r-';-;;.v: I:-: ',;/;:.'- 
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the Empire to this multitude, which according to a writer of this 
time contained two hundred thousand fighting men/ and believed 
himself to have done all that was needful for the security of the 
provmces in stipulating that the Goths should give up their weapons, 
and a certain number of their children as hostages, whom he dis- 
persed among the cities of Asia Minor. In return, the Emperor 
promised provisions. He believed that he should thus, at one stroke, 
accomplish two excellent things, — he should render hia army 




WORSHIP OF THE AXE REPKRaENTED I 



f A BABTLONIAtr CYUNDRR.* 



invincible, by adding to it so large a number of fighting men ; 
and he should add to his treasury all the gold which he could now 
require from the provinces, instead of the soldiers they would no 
longer be required to furnish. The sum due for each soldier they 
were excused from furnishing, was raised to eighty solidi. *'From 
that time iorth," says Socrates,* " Valens neglected to make recruits 
and despised the veterans." 

> Eunapiuii, Fratfm.i2. But tbii («emisIargecs^iiiate,uidiiinot jmtifiedb^ntbMqDOBt 
facts. Amm. Marccllinu5 (xxxi. 4) and Socrates (iv. 34) tay 01113- ' Ere*^ inultitada. 

^ Du Lonsp<-rkT, (Eurrfs. i. 170, 220. Iklibd tbe Dymbol uf the god u« tbe Son aitd 
tlie Seven rknetn. In Eg>'pt, in Ascyna, and even in Afiatic Greece (coin* of Tatedo* 
and of Mj'laeo, for example) ihc axe is a Dvmbol of royalty or of divJDity. In the mignifi- 
(Mint tomb uf the i[iiecD Aah-Hotep, whii-h is one of llic moKt valuable treatiuret of tbe 
Alugcnm of ItDiilai], was fniind. amonj; otliur objcctti, a gold-t^tgcd hatchet, incruited with 
lazulite, turquoiiies, and oihur gems. In 1iicnj<!lyphii< writing the axe ia the cbaraclcr rigni- 
fying "god;" this wonl niakcH jiarl uf the royal lilies, nn<l,rcpoale<l nine timet, signifie* all tlie 
heavenly powers. See Arthur Rliflne, L'Eijijpie h /ii:lilfK jovrnfef, pp. 112, 118. In PoUnd 
the «aae symbol of royalty u retained in tlio escutcheoni of great familiM wUeb were 
formerly royal. 

■ nut. teel. tv. 34. 
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The Goths had agreed to everything; happy in escaping from 
a great peril, they entered the Empire as a refuge, which they 
themselves would have an interest in defending (376). But all 
was rendered worthless through the fault of the iniperial agents, 
whose venality we have so often had occasion to mention in the 
history of this period. It was not easy to provide for the subsis- 
tence of a multitude which must have numbered a million, if to 
the two hundred thousand fighting men mentioned by Eunapius 
we add the women, children, and slaves. The Roman officers 
speculated upon famine, or were powerless to prevent it ; from 
day to day food became more scarce, and the Goths were obliged 
to buy it themselves. When their resources were exhausted, they 
sold their slaves, their wives, and the most beautiful of their 
children.^ When they had nothing left, they took by violence 
what was kept back from them. Either they had secretly retained 
their weapons, or had purchased the right to keep them ; they 
made themselves others, and pillaged the rich plains which lie at 
the base of Mount Haemus. It soon appeared that the Roman 
generals, by their improvidence and avidity, had brought a serious 
war upon the Empire.^ 

Valens, who had been able neither to foresee nor repress, as- 
sembled an army to repair the injury done, and called to his aid 
his nephew, the Emperor of the West, who sent to him the Frank 
Richomer, with some troops, to be followed by Frigerid with the 
Pannonian and Transalpine legions.^ While, however, Gratian was 
making preparations to send a large force, and Valens called home 
from Mesopotamia the legions sent to fight the Persians, time 
slipped away, and the danger grew more serious. The Biirbarians 
who were established as colonists, or had been sold as slaves in 
the adjacent provinces, and others who served in the imperial army, 
hastened to join their brothers.* The lalx)rers in the Thracian mines 
escaped from the miseries they endured ; and, as always happens in 

« 

^ . . . yvvaiKoiV (vn poaZmoiv . . . kcu nai^v upatMy tls alaxpomjra Brjpat (Zo9imU9, iv. 20). 

' Saint Jerome says in his Chroniclr : Per nvaritiam . . . wl rebetlionern fame nnicti sunt. 

' A mm. Marcellinus says (xxxi. 7) that most of the soldiers sent from Gaul deserted 
on the way. 

* Synesius wrote some years later : ** There is scarcely a Roman family which has 
not (iothic t^ervants; in our cities the masonsu the water-carriers, the porters, are all 
(Joths." 
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these times of disturbance and devastation, many peasants who 
had lost all their little possessions joined the pillagers, serving 
them as guides in order to share with them in the spoils. When, 
at a later period, Alaric besieged Rome, forty thousand slaves 
joined his army.^ 

A first and very sanguinary engagement took place near Salices. 
Fritigern, having called in by fiery signals the detachments which 
were absent on foraging expeditions, emerged from behind his ram- 
part of wagons and attacked the Romans, who were encamped 
upon a hill. The Barbarians advanced, shouting the praises of 
their ancestors, with many discordant outcries ; the legionaries re- 
sponded with the barritus. which first ran along the ranks as a 
gentle murmur, increasing gradually until ended with the full 
strength of the men's voices. The losses were heavy on both 
sides, and the fortune of the day remained undecided ; the Goths 
fell back behind their wagons, and the Romans sought shelter in 
the neighboring city of Marcianopolis. A few of the dead were 
buried ; but most of them were left to be devoured by birds and 
beasts of prey, and years later the ground was still in many 
places white with bones (autumn of 377).^ Reinforcements received 
by the Romans made them strong enough to drive back the Barba- 
rians into the gorges of the Haemus ; the roads leading into the val- 
leys w^ere then closed with earthworks, and it was hoped that the 
enemy, thus shut in, would perish with hunger. This had been the 
successful strategy of Claudius II. But the Goths fell back into 
the mountains only to await the arrival of other Barbarians, who 
were constantly crossing the Danube, now left without defence. 
Alatheus and Saphrax soon joined them with a strong force of 
Ostrogoths ; Taifales, Huns, and Alans all hastened to fall upon 
their prey ; those who had just been in arms against each other 
beciime friends in prospect of the enormous booty awaiting them. 

Count Satuminus, who was placed in charge of the defiles, 
aware of the great masses of men accumulating in the mountains, 
perceived that he could not arrest their advance if they should fall 
upon any one of the points of the long line that it was his duty 
to defend. He fell back on the Thracian fortresses; and Frigerid, 

^ Zo8iinu9, V. 42. 

^ Indicant nunc usque albentes ossibwf campi (Amm. Marcellinas, xzxi 7). 
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the leader of the corps sent by Gratian, on his side retreated as 
far as Beraea, and even farther, to the pass of Succi, which he 
fortified, to preserve from invasion at least the Illyrian provinces.^ 
Then from the Haemus to the Rhodope, and from the Rhodope 
to the Bosphorus, all the level country was given up to the most 
frightful devastation. 

Meantime Gratian did not arrive. A young Aleman of the 
Emperor's guard, being at home on leave of absence, had revealed 
to his fellow-countrymen that several cohorts had set off for the 
East, where a formidable invasion was threatened, and that Gratian, 
with the main army, was about to follow, the advance-guard liav- 
ing already reached Pannonia.^ The temptation was irresistible; 
forty thousand Alemans fell upon upper Germany, which they be- 
lieved to have been left entirely unprotected. Gratian in all haste 
recalled the legions which were on the way to Valens; and to 
the forces in Gaul he added numerous Prankish auxiliaries, com- 
manded by a gallant soldier, Merovaud, who was at the same 
time count of the body-guard and king of the Pranks. 

The battle of Argentaria (Colmar or Neuf-Brisach) was disas- 
trous to the hostile army, which perished completely,^ with the 
exception of five thousand men. Gratian followed the fugitives 
across the Rhine and drove them as far as the mountains of the 
Black Forest.* To obtain peace, the Alemanni gave up a number 
of their young men, who, according to the dangerous custom of 
the time, wore enrolled in the Roman army. 

This expedition being successfully terminated, Gratian turned 
towards the East ; and from Sirmium, where he arrived ill, he wrote 
to Valens, then at Hadrianople, begging him to wait till he him- 
self should arrive, that they might then encounter the Goths with 
the united forces of the t\vo Empires. On receipt of this commu- 
nication, a council of war was held. The master of the cavalry, 

^ ... Ad sncietatcm spe praedarum inffentium adsciverunt (Amm. Marcellinuis xxxi. 8). 

' Frigerid destroyed a body of (ioths who had ventured as far as the banks of the 
Margus, and sent his prisoners as eolonists to cuhivate the lands of Parma, Modena, and 
Reggio (Amm. Marcellinus, xxxi. 9). 

• In the same way the accounts given by a scutorius^ who had deserted, decided the 
Aleraan kings, in :<.')7, to fight the battle of Strasburg (Amm. MarceUinus, xvi. 1*2). 

* A passage in Amm. Marcellinus seems to imply that the Alemanni were »ttacke<l at 
the same time by the Gallic army and the troops that Gratian was bringixig back from 
niyria; hence the extent of the disaster. 
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Victor, a prudent general, although a Sarmatian, the Frank Ri- 
chomer, and the majority of the officers present, desired to await 
the arrival of Gratian. Valens, jealous of his nephew, wished 
for a victory which should be entirely his own ; he decided that 
the battle should be fought at once, and on the 9th of August, 
378, he set out, on a burning day and over a dusty road, to seek 
the enemy, whose forces were not yet all collected. Fritigem 
gained time by feigned negotiations; and when he knew that the 
troops he was waiting for had arrived, he began the fray. Amm. 
Marcellinus describes the battle in the last pages of his His- 
tory.^ The narrative is lacking in clearness, and the exact causes 
of the great disaster are not discernible. The Romans were ovei> 
whelmed with the heat, he says, devoured by thirst, and suffering 
with hunger. But the August sun must have been much more 
insupportable to the Goths, and the legions came from Hadrianople, 
where there had been no lack of provisions. We detect disorder in 
the march of the Roman troops,^ and desertions, for entire corps 
disappeared without fighting;^ on the part of the Goths an im- 
petuous attack of their cavalry, hurled by Alatheus and Saphrax 
at a favorable moment upon the left wing of Valens, which had 
advanced in disorder as far as the rampart of wagons; and then 
the crushing mass of a multitude of men rushing with fury upon 
the imperial army.* The Emperor, wounded by an arrow as he 
was endeavoring to escape, was carried into a hut, to which the 
Goths, surprised that it was so strenuously^ defended, set fire. 
Valens perished in the flames, and no trace of him was ever found. 
Two thirds of the Roman army, almost all the generals, and 
thirty-six tribunes were killed ; it was another battle of Cannae. 

On the following d'd}\ notwithstanding the advice of the able 
Fritigem, who wished " to l>e at peace with walls,'* * the Goths 

^ He withdrew to Koine, where he read aloud his History in public, to the great 
admiration of the Romanes (Libanius, Letter 083). 

* Zosimus (iv. 24) say.**: t6v arpctrov anavra avv ov^tvX KotryM^ . . . t^rfyaytv. 

* Annn. Marcellinu!* frequently t4|)eaks of proditores ft tramtfutjas guiding the Goths 
to the attack on HadrianopU* t!u> day after tlie battle, and to that made on Perinthoe 
and Constantinoph'. 'i'lieso deserters gave tlie (loths information as to the interior of 
these cities, and even of houses. 

* . . , Strut ruinn (njtjpris maf/tti oppressnm ntqnv dejectum (Amm. Marcellinus, Xxzi. II). 
In respect to this battle, see also SocTates, iv. .'i8, and Sozomenu», vi. 40. In regard to 
Fritigem, Alatheus, and Saphrax, Jordanes (2<I) says: Vice rvfjum gcntibus illis praeenwt, 

^ l*acem sihi cuse rum fHirirtihns rmmornns (Anmi. Man'cllinus xxxi. 7). 
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